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Copyright, 1906, by The Minneapolis Journal. 
Stockholm, Sweden, Ju ly 4.—The now 

Uni ted Sta tes minister to Sweden and; 
Norway, Colonel Charles H. Graves of 
Duluth, Minn., has been most cordially 
received in Stockholm, whi ther he came 
wi th his bride- from Athens, Pa. , about 
a month ago. His predecessor, W. W. 
Thomas of Por t land, Me., had repre
sented the Washington government 
here for many years and had endeared 
himself to the court and the people. He 
had become a tkaro-going Swede in his 
ways, had wr i t ten a charming and val
uable book about Sweden for his coun
t rymen and had become a n important 
factor in the social and diplomatic life 
of the capital . 

While Mr. Thomas has welcomed his 
successor with generous cordiality and 
done everything in his power to 
smooth the path before him, the task 
of establishing himself a t court is al
ways a difficult one at first for a new 
minister. Yet in a surprisingly short 
t ime Colonel Graves has won the good 
opinion of the diplomatic corps and 
the cordial regard of the king and his 
court, while Mrs. Graves by the simple 
charm of her manner and her unobtru
sive tactfulness has been of the great-* 
est jassistance^ to her courtly husoanc^ 

* Home of the Legat ion. f*ft? 

One of the first things Colonel Graves' 
did was to move the legation into com
modious quarters in a pensionat a t the 
head of Birger J a r l Btreet-close to the 
noble Kungst radgarden ornpark, which 
is in the midst of the best section pf 
modern Stockholm. 

Next fall, however, the legation will 
move into still be t t e r quarters on the 
Strandvagen, in a modern building, 
where the Japanese, Spanish, I t a l ian 
and several other legations are already 
located. Colonel Graves and his wife 

'wil l also have their quarters here, and 
th is will make an ideal arrangement . 

Colonel Graves has retained the very 
efficient clerk and interpreter of the 
legation. Dr. D. O. Bell, who served 
wi th Minister Thomas six years. Dr. 
Bell is an American from Bat t le Creek, 
Mich., but he married a Swedish lady 
and has become a Stockholmer of long 
standing, thoroly conversant wi th the 
language, customs and inst i tut ions of 
t he country. He also speaks and reads 
Norwegian—a necessary accomplish
ment, since the minister is accredited 
to both countries. This arrangement 
may, however, be changed when the 
new Norwegian government is finally 
organized, as i t will probably desire an 
'American minister accredited direct. 
If this is not done, Colonel Graves will 
continue to represent h is countrv for 
both Sweden and Norway, but will be 
compelled to make frequent t r ips to 
Christiania to look after the legation 
which he will necessarily establish in 
the Norwegian capital . 

Presented to King. 

ColoneJ Graves was presented to the 
k ing on May 92, the function having 
been delayed for a day or two unti l the 
k ing should have taken over the gov
ernment again from the crown prince, 
who had been act ing as regent. He 
was conveyed to the palace in a gor
geous coach of s ta te in great ceremony, 
with four horses, outriders and lackeys 
galore, and was received there wi th 
great honors. Chamberlain Schwan 
was in charge of the ceremony, and he 
ushered the minister into the presence 
of the king. Oscar wore the bri l l iant 
uniform of a Swedish general, and his 
s talwart figure became i t well. On his 
breast were the insignia of many or
ders, while on his head was the crown 
he wears on such occasions. At the 
proper moment Colonel Graves stepped 
forward and presented his le t ter of 
credence from the American depart
ment of s tate and made the following 
remarks : 

COLONEL CHARLES GRAVES, 

£. The American minister to Sweden and Norway, In the uniform of a colonel of £ 
£j " the Amer ican army. . * 

KirfrvvvvTvvvvYvrrrvTTTvyvvvvvv^^ 

I have the honor to present this letter 
of credence addressed to you by the pres
ident of the United States of America. 
I am charged to maintain and promote 
by my best efforts the cordial relations 
that have so Ions' subsisted between the-
kingdoms of Sweden and Norway and the 
country which I have the honor to rep
resent. And my personal desire to that 
end Is enhanced by appreciation of trie 
long and distinguished service of my 
predecessor a t this post, and by the fact 
that I come from that one of the states 
in the American republic which contains 
the larsest number of those citizens of 
the United States Whose birthplace was 
in the dominion of your majesty. These 
excellent citizens of m r state have been 
my friends and neighbors for many years, 
and have sent by me messages of respect 
and love to your person and for the coun
try of their nativity. It will therefore be 
my pleasure and duty to assist in estab
lishing still more firmly the friendship 
existing between your majesty and the 
president, to advance the interest and 
prosperity of both governments, and to 
render myself acceptable to your majesty. 
I beg you to accept the assurance that 
I esteem most highly the honor of being 
accredited to this government and gra
ciously received by your majesty. 

K ing to Minister. 

The k ing ' s reply was briefly given in 
English as follows: 

It is very agreeable to me to hear your 
address at this occasion. I wish you 
most cordially welcome and I beg you to 
let my thanks be brought to the president 
with the assurance of my quite reciprocal 
feelings for himself and for the whole 
North American people. Be assured that 
not only I myself, but also the two na
tions, as well as their governments, will 
always receive you with cordial sympathy 
and thus facilitate your mission with us. 

The king then requested Colonel 
Graves to be seated, and engaged him 
in friendly and pleasant converse. Soon 
af terward he was escorted back to his 
quarters wi th the same state in which 
he came. 

In American Uniform. ' 
Colonel Graves wore, upon this occa

sion, t he uniform of a colonel in the 
American army, and this gave great 
pleasure to the k ing and the court, who 
had never before seen an American min-

ice in the civil war gave Trim the priv
ilege of donning the uniform of his 
rank, as congress passed an act not long 
ago according th is privilege to repre
sentatives of the government abroad. 
One in democratic America can scarcely 
realize the advantage to be obtained 
abroad thru this privilege. A uniform 
is the invariable mark of rank and rep
resentations of the United States have 
frequently suffered from the lack of it . 
Indeed, the s ta te department has se
riously considered the advisabil i ty of 
adopting some so r t ' o f court dress for 
American diplomats. But the fear t h a t 
such action might be misunderstood in 
some quarters has prevented. Colonel 
Graves was advised at the s ta te de
par tment , however, tha t it would be 
well to take advantage of the congres
sional permission, as to appear in uni
form would give him a be t te r footing 
in th is court. And so i t has already 
proved, for he has worn the uniform 
on all s ta te occasions, to the great grat
ification of t he Swedes. 

King Oscar was wont to remonstrate 
wi th Mr. Thomas in a jocular w a y 
about his democratic simplicity, and 
once said to him with a laugh, " W h y , 
Thomas, I sometimes mis take you for 
one of the servants when I don ' t get a 
good look a t y o u . " Mr. Thomas re
torted t h a t gewgaws were all well 
enough for the ladies, bu t he saw no 
reason why a man should bother with 
them. 

First Court Function. 
at The first great court function 

which Minister and Mrs. Graves 
peared was the formal opening of tlie 
extraordinary session of the r iksdag in 
the hall of s ta te of the palace two weeks^ 
ago. This was a very sqlemn &nd cere
monious affair, not merely on account 
of the ancient customs tha t figured in 
it , bu t because of the rupture imminent 
between the brother nat ions af ter nearly 
a century of amity under the union. 
On the left of the' chamber in a spe
cial gallery sat t h e ' diplomatic corps 
and their ladies. These were all seated 
in their proper order of precedence, ac
cording to seniority of appointment, 
with the charges of- t he legations behind 
them. Oddly enough, the Japanese min
ister was appointed just before, and the 
Russian minister just after Colonel 
Graves. Thus i t happened t h a t the 

ister in uniform. Colonel Graves ' serv- American minister was neat ly tucked 

in as a keeper of the peace between the 
representatives of the warr ing nations 
—which was appropriate enough, in 
view of President Roosevelt 's achieve
ments as a peacemaker. On the other 
side of the hall was- the gallery for the 
royalties, while on the floor, of course, 
appeared the members of t h e riksdag. 
All these various personages reached the 
hall between long lines of soldiers in 
full dress. The last to appear was the 
king himself, who began his address: 
" G o o d Gentlemen and Swedish Breth
ren. ' ' The tex t of the address has long 
since been cabled to America and I 
need not repeat i t here. 

Colonel Graves enjoys the duties of 
his new post very much, but if he may 
judge from an incident in Duluth just 
'before his departure, .he is fain to 
conclude tha t many of his Scandina
vian-American constituents do not, 
perhaps, understand exactly what his 
duties here are. 

The Swedish domestic in the house 
at Duluth where Colonel Graves was 
staying was much impressed by the 
announcement tha t he was going to 
Sweden as minister. She pondered 
over it for some time and then ex
pressed herself to her mistress in this 
wise: 

' ' A y tank Maes te r Graves ban pur ty 
gude man for meenister, men ay not 
know how he skol ta lk Svenska veil 
enough so he skol preach to des bar 
Svenska f o l k . " 

Thomas in Sweden. 

Mr. Thomas will ^continue to make 
his home in Sweden, jwnere he has been 
in the service of the American govern
ment for eighteen yea-f# altogether. He 
was first appointejd k^war consul by 
President Lincoln |<£ Gothenburg in 
1863, and he served'^tl t ha t capacity 
for a l i t t le over tw i f^ea r s . His first 
service as minister ~4gme in 1883 and 
lasted two \,years, - ' 'Jpuring_ the two 
Cleveland S s ^ ^ n ^ ^ m o P S J ^ d e m o c r a t i * 
were appointe/^r ^ ^ ^ T r . '^Siomas was 
named t n r i e e r * ^ e | | p | | Arthur , once by 
Harrison and once^by McKinley. His 
service as minister lasted fifteen years 
in all. He 'n ia r r iedv a Swedish wife, 
t a lks fluent Swedish,-and in every way 
is very much of a Swede. 

In another le t ter I shall tell you of 
the reception of Colonel and Mrs. 
Graves by the queen and the ceremo
nies tha t at tended this notable event. 

Great Publicist Talks. 

At the Publicist club—which corre
sponds to an American press club—I 
had the good fortune today to meet 
Dr. V. Millqvist, pol i t ica l ' editor of 
the Aftonbladet, a leading afternoon 
paper. He is dean of the corps of 
r iksdag journalists. Dr. Millqvist is 
a ATeteran newspaper man of generous 
proportions—as fat and jolly and as
tu te as Joel P . Heatwoile—and he has 
t h e ear of the great ones in all par
ties. 

" T h e riksdag member s , " he said, 
' ' don ' t know their own minds yet . 
They are all at sea. In the na ture of 
the case they must reach some sort of 
an agreement, but it will take t ime to 
accomplish it . The ruling element in 
the upper house would, I am sure, fa
vor the use of force or a t least the 
strongest coercive measures, short of 
actual war, to br ing Norway to t ime. 
The leaders of the lower house, on the 
other hand, want guarantees of the 
strongest sort from Norway, but they 
are much more pacific in their a t t i tude . 
-They w o n ' t let Norway go without 
these guarantees, bu t they expect to 
get what they want peacefully. And 
so it happens tha t the committee will 
t ake i ts time. The festivities -mark
ing the return of Prince Gustaf Adolf 
with his bride, the English Princess 
Margaret , will absorb the a t tent ion of 
the court and the official world, and 
no one will have much t ime for polK 
tics. Not sooner than Ju ly 10 will 
there be anything d o i n g . " 

v i d e d s e a t s . for a very limited number 
of wri ters in the two galleries, but has 
given them every convenience, including 
wri t ing rooms, telephone booths, club 
rooms and at tendance. 

Li t t le Talk of Republic. 
I f one may judge by what one hears 

here and reads in the Stockholm papers, 
there is as yet very little, ta lk in Nor
way of a republ ic ' The Norwegians 
are still looking for a k ing and don ' t 
know where to find him. King Oscar, 
as you know, has absolutely declined to 
permit any member of his house to t ake 
the crown. Natural ly, the royal house 
of Denmark, which has been remarkably 
successful in placing its scions on alien 
thrones and wedding i ts daughters to 
rulers of other countries, would hesitate 
to offend the House of Bernadotte by 
obliging Norway with a princeling. The 
Almanach Gotha has been industriously 
thumbed in the endeavor to discover an 
eligible. There of, course, are among' 
the German principalities manv royal
ties out of a job, who would have no 
objection in toe world to founding a 
new royal house and presiding over the 
destinies of the new monarchy, and sev
eral of these have been seriously can
vassed by the Christiania newspapers. 
But Norway has misgivings about ty
ing up to Germany and there would alpo 
be objections from England and possi
bly Russia to such a course. The kaiser 
is very fond of Norway as an objective 
for a summer 's cruise and no one be
lieves he would object lo tak ing i t un
der the wing of his eagles if he could. 
And so i t may be the republic will be 
almost forced on the Norwegian lead
ers—a consummation tha t would be 
vast ly gratefuL to the Norwegians in 
America. 

Apropos the question of a king, comes 
an interest ing bi t of news from Bergen. 
Norway. At a gather ing of 4,000 young 
men a t Bergen it was resolved to peti
tion the s torthing to require the new 
king to assume the name of some of the 
old Norse heroes who ruled the land in 
the middle ages. So we ntay have King . 
Hara ld or King Olaf or King Haakon 
ruling once more in t h e ' " N o r t h W a y . " 
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FRIDTJ0F HANSEN, 
Explorer-Statesman Interviewed by W. 

T. Stead on the Scandinavian 
Situation. 

The Publicist Club. 

The Publicist 4lub was founded in 
1874, and i t has won for newspaper men 
a recognition in Sweden t h a t they had 
theretofore been unable to secure. Jour
nalists from all over Sweden hold mem
berships and the roll contains over 600 
names. I t has commodious quarters 
with all sorts of conveniences, including 
l ibrary, newspaper files, cafe and the 
like. ' 

The press gallery in the new r iksdag 
building is managed by a committee of 
the r iksdag reporters, just as is done in 
Washington. The government has-pro-

Ar t of Circumlocution. 

Swedish officials have the a r t of cir
cumlocution down quite 'as fine as those 
of any country. One high official will 
receive you wi th many ceremonious 
bowings, and there will be kowtowing 
on "every side, but in the end he will 
tell you nothing and will politely refer 
you to some other high official, who has 
an office in sbme other group of build
ings in the center of Stockholm. There 
are no elevators in these more or less 
ancient piles, and vou wearily t rudge 
up and down the winding stone stair
ways to find vour man. The t rudging 
of many feet for many years has worn 
depressions in these stairs and you 
gather tha t circumlocution is an old 
Swedish custom. Yesterday I accom
panied Secretary D. O. Bell of the 
American legation on a quest for pavil
ion t ickets and despite the utmost pa
tience and persistence on his par t and 
faithful following thru miles of offices 
ajid corridors and stairways on my par t , 
we obtained nothing more in the end 
than a promise tha t may or may not be 
kept . And yet many American tourists 
abroad th ink the staffs of our legations 
have sinecures! 

STEAD AND N A N S E N 

Explorer-Statesman I s Interviewed by 
the Famous Editor . 

W. T. Stead, in his Review of Re
views, publishes a deeply interest ing 
interview with Dr. Fridtjo'f Nansen, the 
Norwegian explorer-statesman. The in
terview, which took place before the 
separation act of June 7, throws addi
tional l ight on the Scandinavian situa
tion. Mr. Stead says: 

Right glad was I to meet Dr. Nan-
sen again. The redoubtable Norwegian 
explorer was s i t t ing a t the entrance to 
the inner lobby of the house of com
mons in deep converse wi th a well-
known liberal leaguer. As soon as i t 
ended, I was glad to be able to make 
an appointment for a meeting later in 
the evening at the Royal Societies club, 
where I heard from Dr. Nansen ' s own 
lips a lucid s tatement of the trouble 
tha t has arisen in Scandinavia. He was 
in London to read a paper before the 
Royal Geographical society on observa
tions made as to the disturbance of sea 
levels, but i t was evident t ha t he was 
much more concerned about a threat
ened disturbance in the political level 
in regions much more easily placed un
der observation than the , floor of the 

i ocean. * " , 
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" I thought your difficulty was ended 
about the consu l s?" I remarked. 

" N o , " said Dr. Nansen. " Y o u are 
just two years behind the times. I t 
was ended' on paper in 1903. I t would 
have been ended, in fact, if the Swedish 
government had carried out the agree
ment drawn up by i ts own representa
tives. But i t has broken i ts promise, 
violated i ts agreement, and tha t is 
where the trouble comes i n . " 

" W h y and wherefore?** I asked. 
" W e don ' t know. We can only sus

pect and draw inferences. Post hoc, 
propter hoe js bad logie, b u t i i i s a 
curious coincidence tha t the.,- ^Sudden 
volte face on the par t of t h e ^ w e d i s h 
government followed immediately after 
the first disasters which Russia suffered 
in the F a r E a 9 t . " 

" I s e e , " I replied. " S w e d e n , re
lieved from dread of Russian pressure 
on the east, th inks i t is safe to pu t 
the screw on Norway on the west. 'Tis 
the old story- 'When the devil was ill 
the devil a saint would b e ; wben the 
devil got well, the devil a saint was 
he . ' " 

Sweden's " B r e a c h of F a i t h . " 

" I don ' t call Sweden a d e v i l , " said 
Dr. Nansen.- " I only say t h a t her 
breach of fai th has compelled Norwe
gians to th ink of many eventualities 
which were before quite u n t h i n k a b l e . " 

" W h a t was this breach of f a i t h ? " 
I asked. 

" Y o u know the controversy between 
Norway and Sweden over the consular 
s e r v i c e ? " _ . 

" D o 1 I n o t ? " I replied, " I t is as 
plain as A B C. A protectionist old 
aristocratic farmer* (Sweden) has gone 
into a s tr ict ly limited l iabil i ty partner
ship for definite^ political purposes wi th 
a free democratic shipowner and manu
facturer (Norway) . The articles of 
association did no t st ipulate who should 
appoint agents to look after their busi
ness over sea, and the farmer usurped 
the Tight to make this appointment. 
The shipowner protested, on the reason
able ground tha t as three-fourths of 
the foreign business was entirely in his 
hands, he did not see why the farmer, 
who owned the remaining fourth, 
should appoi'njfc and control the agents 
who had to look after the whole busi
ness done over sea. After much squab
bling, the two par tners agreed in 1903 
t h a t each should appoint his own 
agents , and so I supposed the question 
had been s e t t l e d . " 

" I t would have been bu t for the 
breach of fai th on the par t of Swe
d e n , " said Dr. Nansen. " T h e agree
ment of March 24, 1903, was placed 
before the two governments simul
taneously on Dec. 21 in tha t year, and 
was signed by the k ing as a joint reso
lu t ion . 7 ' 

Terms of Agreement. • 

" W h a t , in precise terms, was t h a t 
a g r e e m e n t ? " 

" I n brief, the agreement embodied 
in a ioint note with much detail the 
following main lines of settlement, ori
ginally drawn up by, the unanimous 
action of a joint committee of experts, 
of whom M. Bildt " 

" W h a t , our Baron Bildt , your am
bassador here, the ablest diplomatist of 

1 all those accredited to the court of St. 

James—was he a pa r ty to t h e agree* 
m e n t ? " * 

" T h a t is the m a n , " said Dr„ Nan*. 
sen. " H e was one of those who drew 
up the agreement. But I was about to- < 
tell the main lines of the settlement-.* > 
The first was to affirm the principle ? 
for which he had always contended? 
'Separa te consular service shall be es
tablished both for Norway and Swe-t 
den. Each kingdom's consuls shall be 
placed' under whichever department the * 
country concerned shall decide. ' T h e / 
second principle was thai^ the relation 
between the respective consuls and the* 
foreign minister and embassies should/ 
be arranged by identical laws which," 
could only be altered or suspended b y 
the consent of both governments . " .̂ >* 

Where the Hitch Came. ^ » 
i 

"Now,whe re did t h e hitch come i n ? " 
" I n the refusal of the Swedish, gov* ̂  

eminent to carry out the agreement \" 
perhaps I should say o£ the Swedish^ 
Premier Bostrom. for the foreign miflt' 
ister was compelled to resign b y "the * 
manner in which the prime minister 
t rea ted him. I t was agreed by the two 
governments a t the beginning of 1904 
tha t the foreign powers should be no
tified of the - in t ended appointment of 
separate consulates. That has never 
been done.7* 

" B u t whywajj.,-)*; n/jt d $ n » ? " 
" Becausejaile Norwegians eonld only 

eommunicate?%ft thc^d^^^po*rers th ru _ 
the Swedish- foreign" "minister, and as 
t h a t minister * -*p£,s dependent on the 
Swedish prime.v minister, the joint 
agreement of both governments was by ^ 
him rendered of none effect." # r 

" B u t surely tha t is very bad poli
c y , " I replie'd, "because it i l lustrates 
and aggravates the injustice and in
convenience of the existing arrange
ment as to the foreign office HI the 
very worst possible way for the advo
cate of the s ta tu q u o ? " 

" Y o u would th ink so; but they do 
not mind tha t . Not only did the for
eign minister, who is supposed to repre
sent both countries, fail to - act under 
the joint instruction of both govern^ 
ments, but the Swedish government 
took -no steps tQ work -out plans fo^ 
establishing i ts own consular service. 
We, on our p a r t , have all our plans 
r e a d y . " -'- * i ^ 

Forcing to a Head. t ' - 3 * ^ 

" W h a t did you do to force th ings '11 
to a h e a d ? " 

" W e only asked the Swedish govern
ment to cardy out the agreement. To th i s 
the reply o f M . Bostrom was to spring 
upon us a series of unheard-of, un
dreamed-of conditions, unconstitutional ^ 
and- impossible, which, if assented to b y 
us, would not merely destroy the whole 
benefit of the new arrangement, b u t 
would destroy* our nat ional independ
ence. ' ' I 

" W h a t are these cond i t ions?" 
. " T h e y are practically summed up l a 

this, t ha t our consuls—Norwegian con-f5 | 
suls—appointed b y the Norwegian gov- ^ 
ernment, are to r>e controlled by the 7, 
Swedish foreign minister, a Swedish 
official responsible onlv to Sweden. As 
our constitution forbids the removal of 
a Norwegian civil servant by any au- „ 
thor i ty but the .crown, i t is obvious %?j 
tha t th is condition is not only unconsti
tut ional , but is a direct inroad upon 
Norwegian independence. To this we 
can never, and will never, consent. 
Hence the deadlock which has set some 
people ta lk ing of a national demand for 
the repeal of the u n i o n . " 

" T u t , tu t , #" I said, " t h a t is non
sense. That is unthinkable. The Swed
ish farmer will not insist upon controll
ing the foreign agents of his Norwegian 
partner . I f he persists he will simply 
precipitate a demand tha t the Scandina
vian foreign <4n*ice shall no longer be the 
perquisite of the Swedish minstry. And 
tha t , surely, is the last th ing tha t the 
Swedish government wishes to d o ? " 

" I hope you are r ight . I sincerely 
wish you may be r ight . At any ra te we 
shall appoint our own consuls . " 

' ' How can you do tha t , excepting th ro 
the foreign m i n i s t e r ? " * 

» " Y o u will s e e , " said Dr. Nansen. m 
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THE THRIFTY BOER 
COLONY IN MEXICO 

Fifty Families Start on 83,000 
Acres in Chihuahua and Immi-

| gration Is Increasing1 the Num-
[ ber Daily—The Boer Is Likely 
' ' to Dominate the Entire State 

Before Many Years. . ̂ , H _ 

Correspondence Philadelphia Record. . 
h Santa Rosalia. Mexico.—Readers will 
no doubt be interested to learn tha t the 
leaders of the Boer people, since the 

- close of the war wi th Great 'Britain and 
! t he consequent loss of the Transvaal , 
. have established a colons' in Mexico. 
. Santa Rosalia, in the b ig s ta te of Chi-

suahua, bordering on Texas, is the capi-
> t a l ci ty of the distr ict comprising 83,000 
' acres which has been purchased by Gen

eral Synman, representing the Boers, 
from the Mexican government. The 
tolony is prospering and growing rapid

ly, every ship from South Africa bear
ing passengers from the Orange Free 
Sta te and the Transvaal . Climatic con
dit ions a re ,ve ry favorable, as the tem
perature of the s ta te of Cliihauhau is 
almost identical wi th t h a t of the Trans
vaal . The soil in many respects is not 
unlike tha t of which the burghers are 
accustomed. 

The Synman Concession. -
The concession was made to General 

Synman on Dec. 29, '1903. During the 
last year settlement has progressed rap
idly and already upward of 4,000 acres 
of land are under cult ivation. The 
terms of the purchase provided for a 
consideration of $190,000 (Mexican) . 
$50,000 of which w.as advanced by the 
Mexican government a t o\ per cent per 
annum a n d ' t h e remainder b y the Banes 
Agricola a t 7 per cent per annum. 
Twenty-five years ' are -allowed for re
payment of the money. I t is also stipu
lated tha t during th is t ime the colony 
shall be vir tual ly exempt-from taxat ion 
and exempt 'from -import "duties on agri
cultural machinery. T&t Mexican goy-
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ernment has granted also the privilege 
to the Boers to frame their own munici
pal laws, of the enjoyment of religious 
l iberty and to educate the youth as they 
see* fit. The colonists are exempted from 
all mil i tary service except in case of 
foreign invasion. I t has been largely 
due to these favor-able conditions, 
agreed to by President Diaz in his 
broadminded policy *of encouraging any 
movement t h a t will ul t imately benefit 
Mexico, t h a t the Boers are meeting with 
such great success in building: for the*m-
selve^ this new home in America. 

Residents of the United States , who 
no doubt are 'astonished at the very lib
eral terms granted to the Boers by the 
Mexican government, must t ake into 
consideration the peculiar condition now 
prevail ing in th is country. Two-thirds 
of the population of Mexico is composed 
of Indians , descendants of the Aztecs, 
who were reduced to slaverv by the 
Spaniards. Fallen into ignorance and 
very poor, they have not the means to 
educate themselves, and it is this t ask 
of educating 7,000,000 Indians tha t 
President Diaz is now at tempt ing. The 
Aztecs' were a bri l l iant people and, giv
en the opportunity to rise, they have 
proven t h a t they are endowed wi th abil
i ty tha t could make Mexico a great na
tion. President Juarez , who defeated 
Maximilian, w a s a full-blooded Indian. 
American capi tal is pouring into th is 
country and the resources are fast de
veloping. 

The Boers who are now in Mexico 
are the wealthiest and most enlightened 
of the Transvaal . They number among 
them the generals, the leading mer
chants and miners and commercial men. 
President Diaz is anxious for men of 
this character to sett le in Mexico. The 
country is a storehouse of wealth, and 
only intelligence and capital are needed 
to exploit the vast resources. The hills 
are rich in silver. The nat ives were so 
ignorant of the wealth t h a t they made 
br ick of ear th which contained so large 
a proportion of silver t h a t these houses 
are now being torn down and the ore 
extracted. Even with very ant iquated 
mining facilities commonly in use here 
the profits are enormous. 

Where the Boer colony is established 
the country is a great plateau, ranging 
between 6,000 and 8,000 feet above the 
sea level, so t h a t the weather, even in 
summer, is mild a t midday and cool 
a t night. The Conchos r iver , a branch 
of the Rio Grande, t h a t divides Texas 
from Mexico, flow^rthru the s ta te of 
Chihuahua for a .dis tance of about 330 
miles, dividing a t San ta -Rosalia into 
two branches. The abundant wa te r sup
ply, combined-with the splendid clima
t ic conditions, makes th is an ideal agri
cultural country, C b a # n d wheat ,a re-
raised in great abugiaancer * Gotton, 
frui ts and vegetables^sse^fllso being'cul
t iva ted on the lower slopes of the hills, 

i I n the purchase price of,$190,000 paid 
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for the land was included payment for 
2,000 head of catt le. Wi th these as a 
nucleus, stock farming is becoming an 
important indus t ry . 

Many of these Boers who a re now 
establishing homes for themselves s un
der a new sort of government in Mex
ico have never been back to their South 
African homes since the first year of 
the war wi th Great Bri tain, a great 
number of them having been captured 
during hostilities and exiled in Ber
muda. When the conflict ended and 
the l i t t le South African republics were* 
absorbed into the nation of Great Brit
ain, Generals Synman, Cronje and oth
ers began to plan the colonization of 
some new country. The republics of 
South and Central America and t h a t of 
Mexico seemed to offer the only refuge 
for a people accustomed to universal 
suffrage and democratic principles. 

Mr. Schermerhorn of Philadelphia 
took an act ive hand and succeeded in 
having the department of s ta te of the 
United States look into the mat ter , 
and weight was brought to bear on the 
English ambassador. His majes ty ' s 

government relaxed the rigor and 
arshness of i t s rule in Bermuda, so 

far as to lot some of the men go back 
and get +heir families from South Af
rica. Meanwhile the Mexican colony 
plans were matur ing and arrangements 
perfected for the purchase of passage 
for the burghers to Mexico. "The first 

set t lers were General W. T>. Synman, 
his wife and six children and six other 
Boer families. I t was not long before 
fifty families had spread out over the 
83,000 acres and , the~Boer colony was 
under way. Immigrants have been con? 
s tant ly arr iving, and agriculture and 
mining are flourishing. I t is. Confidently 
asserted tha t by the t ime the twenty-
five years has elapsed, the period ..al
lowed for the payment of the purchase 
price of this first hacienda, t ha t the 
Boer people will dominate the entire 
s ta te of Chihuahua^ comprising about 
80,000 square miles. .The energy, of the 
Bbe'r, his thr if t , devotion to duty and 
his unquenchable patriotism, under the 
excellent conditions tha t surround him 
in this republic of Mexico, .will enable 
him to fruild where stood the temples 
and palaces of . the" Aztecs before the 
Spanish plundered them. The colonists, 
knowing thatHhey have the well wishes 
of their, countrymen in the Transvaal 
and in Hol lands and t h a i they will be 
suppor ted 'by the "scions of Dutch fam
ilies in th^e I tni ted States a n d h y the 
good-will of every liberty-loving Amer
ican, are pressing forward in thei r 
fight, and every month is bringing, 
greater s t rength and more recruits. >&1. 
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Carey Cement Roofing be t te r than 

metal or t a r and g r a v e l See W. S* 
Not t Co., Tel. 876. 

SOLD HIS WIFE FQR $5 t 

Woman Objected and M&iey Was Re
funded in Cpturt. ^ s ^ n 

Philadelphia L e d g e r . * ? . ' £ * 4 l 
Igel Vino, an "Italian of P i t t s ton , 

who sold his wife for $5, was arrested 
because the woman refused to fulfil 
her par t of the transaction. 

A few months ago Vino was married* 
He soon t i red of wedded life, and 
agreed to sell his wife to John Sandy, 
who had long been in love with hen 
Sandy paid the money to Vino, but his 
wife refused to be sold. ;» 

Sandy had Vino arrested for the pur-" 
pose pf recovering his $5. Before Al
derman Redding Vino refunded the $5 
to Sandy, paid the costs in the case and 
w a s d i scharged . - ^ ; ^ j \ 

Save your B i r d ' s Eye Match card t i l l 
you go to the grocer 's . I t ' s worth a 
box of B i rd ' s Eye Matches. , 

All cases of weak or lame bsfck, back-
ache, rheumatism, will find relief b r 
wearing one of Car te r ' s S m a r t ' W e e d 
'and ' Belladonna ^Backache Plas ters . 
Pr ice 25 cents. Try them. ~ ^ - ™4 

Bead the Sta te Mutual *fl and" also 
what they offer under "Bus ines s 

, C h a n c e s " column. 

Defective Page } 


