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SWEDISH PEASANT

Pohrao'h, f..éader of the Party,
Talks on the Norway Crisis
to The Journal.

By W. B. CHAMBERLAIN,
Managing Editor of The Journal.
Oopyright, 1805, by Ths Minneapolis Journal.

Stockholm, Sweden, July 15.—Hap-
pily for Sweden ‘the feudal system
never laid its blight nFan this country.
While the peasants of central Turope
were reduced by its baleful influence
to _degraded serfdom, those of Svea
held and maintained their traditional
rights and privileges. Their freedom
they never yieldeﬁ. As Sweden has
never been conguered by a foreign foe
and as the land has been inhabited by
the race from time immemorial, it has
resulted that the peasants of Bweden
are among the most intelligent in
Jurope. The Swedish peasantry has
thus always formed a powerful force
in the polities of the country.

The constitutional reforms of 1865,
which gave Sweden her present repre-
sentative form of government, brought
to the peasants an access of power that
has made them when united an irre-
sistible party. At that time the four
estates—nobles, clergy, burgesses and
commons—were abolished and the first
and second chambers of the riksdag
took their place. The first chamber—
as explained in a previous Ietter—was
intended to replace the huvuse of Tnobles
and iz eleeted by town and parish coun-
cils. Tt has been capfured by the vested
interests and corporations. The secona
chamber, however, has been the strong-
hold of the peasants and as it absolute-
1v controls the budget and in case of
dispute with the first chamber always
prevails, the peasant party has been,
when well led, the strongest governing
force in' the nation.

First Aim of Party.

The first aim of the peasant party
after the reforms of 1865 was the re-
moval of the onerous land taxes which
had burdened the farmers for cen-
turies, After this aim had been at-
tained the peasant party was no longer
so vitally interested in the extension
of the suffrnge as it had been. Indeed,
the lack of a definite prineiple to fight
for has weakened the solidarity of the
party greatly and it has been very sel-
dom of late vears that the peasant
memhbers of the riksdag have stood
together. Nor has the Norwegian
erisis quite united them. The great
majority of the peasant party is now
conservative. Indeed, the peasants
form the backbone of the conservative
party in the second chamber. But there
are moderate peasants and liberal peas-
ants and peasants of every shade of
opinion.

The peasant leader in the seconi
chamber is Per Pehrson of Torneryd,
who comes from southern Sweden and
who has been eleeted vice talman (as-
gistant speaker). TIIis importance 1is
also indieated by the fact that he wnas
nnmed on the joint committee on the
erisis. Being thus officially connected
with the administration, Mr. Pehrson
hrs been wverv ‘‘shy of , newspaper
men and no Swedish reporter has bheen
able to get a word out of him. I was
therefore vervy fortunate to secure an
opportunity for a talk with the peas-
ant leader in his hotel quarters near
the riksdag building.

His rooms were plain and simnle al-
most to the point of bareness. Dut on
the table were the inevitable tele-
phone and the books and pavers of ‘a
publie  man. Mr. Pehrson, in figure,
face and manner, shows his peasant or-
fgin plainlv, He is a larpe, solid, square
man, with “*mutton-chop’” whiskers and
n heavy, serious manner only nceasion-
pllv lightened by a smile. He is a
tyvpe of the edueated peasant, who is
gchooled in the elements of public life
by experience in the parish eouncil and
gmall publie meetings, and who rises
tn leardership and is finally sent to the
riksdag.

As Pehrson Views It.

He warned me plainly at the outset
that owing to his membership on the
joint committee, he could not answer
any questions about its work. Al he
would say on that point was that the
committee had not yet agreed on a re-
port, but seemed likely to do so within
a week. All he could say about fhe
erigis was to tell what, in his opinlon,
the Swedish people wanted done.

¢¢Sweden,’’ he said, ‘‘wants to gettle
the trouble without an appeal to arms.
Yet it cannot be helped that Sweden
feels deeply insulted by the aetion of
Norway in breaking the contract be-
tween the two eountries. The union is
not dissolved, simply because Norway
gavs it is; such a contract cannot be
broken by one party unless the other
consents. That action was entirely un-
necessary. Norway should have come
to Sweden and said, ‘we are not satis-
fied with the union; let us settle our
differences by dissolving it.” Then we
ecould have negotiated and settled the
matter properly. The union has not
been of mueh henefit to Sweden for
the last ten, or perhaps the last thirty
years.

‘¢At first, war was very tempting to
us Swedes. We felt insulted and out-
raged. Bnt with reflection a calmer
feeling obtains.  Still,” we feel that
Norway as the offender must come to
Bweden and ask for a dissolution of
the union. Then and then only can the
eonditions be discussed. Such negotia-
tions may—'’ and Mr, Pehrson empha-
gized the word—'‘may lead to dissolu-
tion. SBweden will be very willing to
diseuss the matter. Bnt the proposal
must ecome in such a way that it won’t
be an insult to Sweden.”’

‘“But, Mr. Pehrson, supposing Nor-
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ESTATE
FULL OF SNAKES

Pennsylvania Seems a Wriggling
Center of Reptile Incidents—
Mouse and Tortoise, Too, =

Gettysburg. Pa., Aug. 5.—While Miss
Margaret Deardorf, wﬁo lives near this
rlx_ma, was making up her brother’s bed
~ his morning, a large black snake sprang
from under the pillow and coiled itself :
around her right arm. - i
The girl attempted to tear the-snake' o
away with her left hand, but in an in-
stant the coils had encircled her left
wrist, and her arms were ?queezed to-
gether, as if in a vise,
Screaming for help, she ran to her
brother. e could not kill the snake
with a,  e¢lub, for fear of injuring his

reptile’s head with a penknife.
snake made no effort to bite the girl.

* GUNNAR ENUDSEN,

Minister of Finance. SNAEKE AND GIRL IN HAMMOCK

One of Camping Party Finds Copper- .
head Coiled in Her Lap.

Bloomsburg, Aug. 5.— Miss
Bough, of Berwick, one of a party of
young ladies camping near Almedia,
took & nap in a hammock swinging be-
tween two trees yesterday afternoon.
When she awoke she was horrified to

Tillie

Her screams brought to her aid

lips, who advised her to lie still and i
they then killed the snake with clubs.
Miss Bough was thoroly frightened, but
escaped injury with the exception of a

by her friends: The reptile measured
thirty inches in length :

A BEAL SNAKE STORY

Major Alport to a Tree,

Altoona, Aug. 5—While Major James
H. Alport, a coal and trolley magnate, -
of Cambria county, and Captain W. L.-
Malin, a telephone expert, were walking
thru the woods near Barnsboro thev

CHR. OLSON,
Minister of War.

AT THE MINNESOTA EXPERIMENT STATION THEY ARE
TEACHING WHEAT TO WITHSTAND THE RUST ATTACKS

discovered a black enake stretched out
sunning itself.

The major grabbed a club to kill it,
and the reptile made off, with the major
in pursuit. He was pressing it hard,
when suddenly it threw its tail around
a sapling and, twining itself around the
major, firmly bound him. Unable to re-
lease_himself the major yelled for Cap-
tain Malin, who killed the snake, which

Developing Varieties That
Will Resist the Infection
or Will Ripen Early and
Escape It.

New varieties of wheat, which it is
confidently hoped will be able to with-
stand or escape the ravages of the
black rust, are being developed by the
patient work of the experts at the
state experimental station at St. An-
thony Park.® While scientists are la-
boring to learn the exact nature of the
rust spores, and how they are trans-
mitted, the local experimenters are go-
ing ‘at the k)wi}lum with methods that

romise to be of great practieal bene-
t, judging by the partial results al-
ready accomplished, It does not seem
possible that science can prevent rust
propagation in years that are favorable
to the spoves, but Professor Andrew
Boss and his assistants at St. Anthony
Park believe that with the new varie-
ties well distributed, the farmers’ dan-
ger of loss will eventually be reduced
to a low minimum.

Work is proceeding along two lines.
In one field the experimenters are seck-
ing to develop plants with special qual-
ities as rust resistants, from which to
propagate a new variety. In other parts
of the big grain nursery are being de-

velnp.ecl extra-early wvarieties, which
promise to mature before the rust
can get in its deadly work. Late

wheat, requiring more time to ripen, is
in greater danger from injury by the
rust, and a few days’ time is of vast
importance in maturing the crop.

A Journal man visited the ex-
periment farm the other day and saw
the process of developing these new
varieties in all its stages. The work
toward breeding a rust-resisting wheat
is  comparatively simple, and along
common-sense lines. It began several
years ago, when there was a season of
unusual damage from the rust, Pro-
fessor W. M. Hays, now assistant see-
vetary of agrieulture, who was then at
¢the head of the work, went out with his
assistants into the field of rusted wheat
and picked out the plants that had no
rust spores from their surroundings.
This seed was sowed the next vear and
another selection made. It has not
been possible to make progress every
year, hecause there are some seasons
when rust does not develop at all, but
last, vear was a bad one for rust, and
the fields at the state farm were severe-
ly attacked. The wheat selected for
resisting rust weathered the plagne best
of any, and another seed selection was
made from the plants that were not in-
feeted, altho apparently exposed to it
as much as the rest, This vear there
are 20,000 plants, in round numbers, of
this selected wheat. Altho rust is in-
vading the nursery in spots, there is
great difference in the amount on dif-
ferent plants. Professor Boss, who is
now in charge of the work, is not satis-

way Insists on going her own way and
refuses to apply in that way to your
eountry? You say Sweden does not'
want war, How then ecan you foree|
Norway to act as you . believe she!
should?’’ |

“¢I cannot answer that question, It|
touches too mearly the secret work of!
our commitfee. We can only hope that
matters will eventually be arranged
peacefully and in such a way as to con-
perve the welfare of both peonles, whose
interests are in many ways identical.’’

This evasion of any attempt to de-
fend the weak point in the conservative
program is, perhaps, significant of that
party’s desire to postpone a settlement
until after the September elections. Tt
is now well known that postponement
is the purpose of ‘the party and Mr.
Pehrson’s insistence on the technical
maintenance of the union in the face of
the faet that the union is really ended,
is no doubt in line with that program.
No conservative has vet been able to
explain how Norway is to be coereced
without war and none has vet admitted
that war is possible.
and sticklers for precedent ean prove
to you beyond cavil that Norway is
wrong, , But when you ask them how
Norway is to be convinced and made
contrite without the chastening effect
of defeat in- war, they ~cannot answer.

But the econservatives would like a
chance to appeal to the country, hoping
thus to split the liberals with the wedge
of ““patriotism.’’ If suffrage extension
alone is the issue they fear defeat.
These considerations make Mr. Pehr-
son’s guarded utterances of great in-
terest.

Before departing, T answered many
qnestions from the great peasant leader
about his countrymen in the American
northwest. He was surprised to learn
how numerous they were and asked me

The formalists |

fied of having secured a rust-proof va-
riety until firther tests have been
made, but he is confident that a great
deal of progress has been accomnlished,
and that there is a ereat difference
in the ability of - different plants to
withstand rust.

The work of developing early varie-
ties is being carried on according to the
established system in. the nursery,
which, by the way, is the Ilargest
fiplant’’ in the country devoted to ex-
perimental work with field erops. Lu-
ther Burbank, the California wizard,
covers the whole %ield of vegetable life
in his successful work of developing

"| 'This work

CROP B

REEDING NURSERY AT UNIVERSITY

new species and varieties by crosses. | been grown in the northwest because it

The Minnesota experiment station is
proceeding along the same methods, but
18 specializing, on field grains and
grasses, and working on the largest
seale ever kmown. There are twelve
acres devoted to the nursery alone, each
tiny plot being subjeet to the most
minute attention and inspection. There
are not less than 600,000 individual
plants being dealt with this season,
and 10 per cent of those, or 60,000 in
round numbers, will be deal with as in-
dividuals, their seed weighed and kept
in separate envelopes with accurate
records, ready for use in next vear’s
nursery work. Individual varieties are
developed usually by cross fertilization
of two kinds of wheat or other grain.
The grain grown from the crosses may
show entirely new characteristics, re-
verting back to some remote ancestor,
sometimes as many as five different
tyvpes developing from a single head or
‘“gpike,’”’ Experiments in the nursery
for a year or two will develop whether
the new type that has been ecross-fer-
tilized is worth further attention. If
is gives promise, the sedd will be
planted over a larger area for a ‘‘field
test’’ in comparison with standard va-
rieties and other experiments, which
will give accurate Mnes of comparison
as to yield, strength of stalk, early ma-
turity, ete. 3 .

Selecting for Early Maturity.

While the main object of the experi-
ment station is to develop heavy yield-
ing wvearieties, a work in which it has
already accomplished results of great
money value to Minnesota wheat rais-
ers, the work of produecing early varie-
ties is of barely secondary importance,
considering the great menace of rust.
is progressing very satis-
factorily. A eross made in Canada by
Dr. Mm. Saunders of the Indian Kar-

ach on an Anglo-Canadian foundation, |

has been worked upon at the experi-

ment station during the past tem or|
It is one of the heaviest |

twelve years.
yielders, and matures about a weok
earlier than the,average variety. Last
yvear it was well matured before. the
rust seourge struck the wheat at the ex-
periment farm, and so escaped serious
damage. This leads the experts to be-
lieve that its early maturity may be
useful in ecircumventing rust. The main
fault of this. variety is that the berry
is comparatively soft, like winter wheat,
and tho it will grade No, 1 in weight,
it has not the best milling qualities.
The effort is now being made to de-
velop a good milling wheat with the
early maturity qualities. of this wheat
by erosses in which it is used as a.
foundation. bt X :

Taught Tt to Stand Cold.

Other varieties are also being. de-
veloped, by selecti ) '
1y ur

*to nd them thru The Journal his|

: ;Ig::_eetings.'

was almost sure to kill out in a severe
winter. At the St. Anthony Park sta-
tion, by years of patient work, a win-
ter wheat has been developed that will
live and make a heavy crop, threshing
out 20 to 25 per cent better than the
average spring wheat surrounding it.
A pood part of the nursery is being
given over to this winter wheat for
the purpose of developing sterling va-
rietieg for distribytion. The work be-
gan seven or eight years ago, when
sced was secured from all the varieties
of winter wheat, and sowed in the fall
on individual patehes. Very few plants
lived to flourish the next spring, not
enough to be worth using so much
ground, so they were transplanted,
brought to maturity. and the seed saved
for next year. This process was con-
tinued till now the wheat seems hardy
and capable of standing severest win-
ters. Last year and this there were
good stands and good yields, and ap-
parently there is mo more selecting to
do, except for yield, hefore the new va-
riety igs worthy of distribution to the
farmers.

Evolution of a Variety.

The selection in the nursery, which is
conducted not only for wheat, but for
oats, rye, barley, flax, eorn, clover and
alfalfa, is made with scientific accu-
racy. In the case of wheat, a.stalk se-
lected” for propagation is threshed by
hand and tna grains planted in a tiny
plot,,fourteen rows square. When ma-
ture, the two outside rows are pulled
out, because plants on the border are
not likely to be uniform, leaving 100

i. _ De-foc"ti ve Page
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FARM.

‘plants, for whieh reason each plot is
called a ‘‘cent-gener.”” The ten best
plants in the plot are harvested when
ripe, and each one shelled out and the
seeds weighed, the heaviest ones being
saved in separate envelopes with com-
plete record, to be seed for new ‘‘cent-
geners’’ next year, The remaining 90
heads are ecut and bound in a bundle,
threshed in a hand machine and the
grain weighed. Dividing the weight by
90 gives the yield for each plant and
the efficieney of the variety for pur-
poses of comparison. When a ‘‘cent-
gener’’ makes a record that is satis-
factory, all the seed is sown next year

in a larger plot, and after a few years
of ‘‘field test’’ to determine yield and
staying qualities, the approved varieties
that are to be distributed to the farm-
ers are sowed in large tracts and seed
threshed for sale to those who want to
try it. In this way the famous No. 163
and No. 169 have been developed and
distributed, and the station experts are
still working with them to improve the
yield. Already where planted they have
inereased the returns from wheat fields
314 to 4 bushels to the acre.

Some Varieties Stronger.

Wednesday of this week all the stand-
ing wheat at the farm was gone over
for rust by Professor Boss and his as-
sistants, who found some interesting
things. The inspection proved to their
minds that some varieties are far more
susceptible to the rust infection than
others. Plots of some standard va-
rieties were found affected by rust
wherever they appeared, whether the

round was wet or dry. Other variqties.
including No. 169, were almost entirely

measured 10 feet 734 inches, being the
largest ever seen in Cambria county.

Winter Wheat = Varieties
Have Been Developed
That Will Withstand the
Cold Winters.

DRIVEN OUT BY MOUSE

Women Flee Prayer Service After El-
der’s Blow to Intruder.

Oxford, Pa., Aug, 5—A mouse effec--
tually broke up a pravermeeting in the
Presbyterian church here last night.
Just when the members were in a most
devout line of thought the ‘little erea-
ture tried to aseend Squire Fulton’s leg
and perch on his knee.

Elder Fulton handed the mouse a
good worldly punch and the little bundla
of gray fur landed in that zone ocenpied
chiefly by the sisters. In record-break-
ing time every fair worshiper was with-
outdthe walls, their skirts tightly gath-
ered.

Im vain the brethren implored the.
fearful onmes to return. The chain of
meditation and prayer had been broken.
The meeting abruptly ended. The sex-
ton extinguished the lamps and the
mouse held the fort.

free from rust, altho side by side with
the infected spots. «

Professor C. P. Bull, one of the as-
sistants at the station, has been doing
some laboratory work investigating the
nature of rust. He is inclined to agree
that the yellow, red and black rust
are merely different stages of the same
plant, but has found nothing to lead
to the surmise of Professor Bolley of
North Dakota,"that the rust is trans-
mitted in seed. ¢ i

The nursery work in grains is in the
hands of specialists under Professor
Boss, who has charge of the depart-
ments of agriculture and animal hus-
bandry. Work with wheat and oats is
being handled by E. C. Parker, corn
and the grasses by C. P. Bull, and the
legumes, clover, peas and alfalfa by A.
D. Wilson. All are ‘‘assistants in agri-
culture,’’ and thoroly trained students,
who have worked for years under Pro-
fessor Hays.

TORTOISE 200 YEARS OLD

Has Been Pet in a Pennsylvania Family
in Three Centuries.

‘Boyertown, Pa., Aug. 5.—Since 1796
a tortoise marked with -the initials
‘D, W.’? has been waddling about the
Wiest farm, in the Oley wvallev, and
thru its more than a century of known
existence the Wiest family has kept
track of it.

How old the tortoise was at the time
it was decorated with the initials there ~
is no means of teliing. David Wiest, a
boy of 18 years, and a grandson of John
Wiest, who settled on the farm in 1740,
was the person who first sunk his jack-
knife into its shell.

The same yvear David Wiest marked
the tortoise he died from typhoid fever:
but his brother, John, renewed the
marks from year to vyear until 1836
when he died. John’s son, Daniel, looke
after the tortoise, and remewed the in-
seription until ten vears ago, when at
his death, James Wiest took charge.

The tortoise is seen mnearly every
month by some member of the Wiest

WHAT THE HAREET AFFORDS

Salt and smoked meats give a filli
to the jaded appetite, and corned bee
is excellent for summer use. lts price
is about the same as corresponding
pieces of fresh beef, but as the inferior
piecer are used for corning it is a chea
meat, but not so nutritious as fres
meat. Boiling or stewing is essential
for cooking corned beef. Corned beef
is associated in many minds almost en-
tirely with boiled dinners, but it is
errmlly good in a variety of stews
which are very convenient for use on
moderately cool days in summer.

Salt beef furnishes the meat flavor of
this potato pot: Slice quarter of a
)uun'r% of bacon and cut two pounds of
reshened corned beef in small pieces;
brown in a frying pan with two sliced
onions. Peel and quarter about a dou-
ble quontity of medium-sized potatoes;
put \E.he browned meat and potatoes in
alternate layers in a baking dish. Pour
a pint of boiling water into the frying
pan and thicken with two teaspoonfuls
of flour made into a paste with cold
water; pour this gravy over the meat
and potatoes and bake in a quick oven;
they will be done in* about an hour.

If meat is wanted for slicing, get a
piece of brisket weighing about six
pounds, cut sc that its length is about
three times the width; wash in cold
water, season with pepper, roll and tie
tightly. Put in pot, covering with cold
water, and bring slowly, to the boil;
pour off the water, covering with fresh
water, to which add half a pint of vin-
egar, an onion eliced with ten cloves,
a small red pepper, a blade of mace,
a stalk of celery or parsley with root
attached. Boil gently until domne, al-
lowing about half an hour to each
pound. When done take out a pint of
the liquor and if too salt for gravy,
add water and a very little vinegar;
brown a tablespoonful each of butter
and flour in a saucepangadd the pint of
liquor, season to taste and serve with
the beef, which should be accompanied
by boiled beets, cabbage or turnips,
cooked in some of the liquor taken from
the meat pot. If the meat is to be used
cold let cool in the liquor. Any cut of
corned beef may be cooked in the same
W4Y. &

family.

OUT HERE IN THE WEST

Duluth Men Bait for Fish and Oatch a b
Black Bear.
Bpecial to The Journal.

Duluth, Minn., Aug. 5.—C. O'Flynn
and Marehal Alworth of Duluth have re-
turned from Isle Royale with a young
black bear, which they say was cap-
tured in & novel manner. The men wers
fishing neur the mounth of Rig Siskiwit
river, and Alworth sent a leader down
stream, to which was attached a hook
baited with a goodsized shiner. Th
line was carried around a sharp bqnz
by the current and the baby bear, which
seems to have been fishing also, canght
the ghiner and was himself caught, the
hook fastening firmly in the lips.

Snake Attacks Girl at Play.

Pottsville, Aug. 5—Mary Miller, aged
6 years, daughter of Mr. and Mre. G. W.
Miller, while playing with some other
girls in a vacant lot adioining her home
here today, was attacked by a large
blacksnake. The reptile ecolled about
her leg and stuck its fangs into her
dress several times, just missing her
body. Several of her companions final-
ly beat it off with sticks.

Hoodwfnks the Oculist. Madden Eve-
Medicin cures eyes. (Don’t smart.) 25e.

Lewis and Clark Exposition

Is attracting more attention than any
exposition in recent years for the fget
that there are so many attractions in
the great northwest for tourists. The

eatest of all these is the Yellowstone

ational Park, on the line of the North- -
ern Pacifie Ry. Call at City Ticket
Office and ask for the tourist publica-
tions, -

See Stockwell Soon—That life insur-
ance—The Penn Mutual. Andrus bldg.

Do You Enow ;

The Northern-Pacific Ry.'is becoming
one of the greatest tourist lines in the
world? The reason for this is the mag-
nificent train _service offered. The
North Coast Limited “train cannot be
excelled anywhere on earth for comfort
and. convenience, and the greatest of
all tourist attractions, the Yellowstone
National Park, is reached from the main
line at Livingstone, Mont.

The Grandest Summer Tours Ever

_ Offered o4
Are being offered by the Northern Pa-
cific Ry. in connection with the rate
for the Lewis and Clark Exposition.
The Yellowstone _Naii{on%' Par. .Ell:e-
Rocky mountaing in Montana an e
Cascade mountains in Washington, Ore-

The Fishing Season.

‘The hest fishing lakes in the state of
Minnesota are located on the line of thm
Northern Pacifie Ry. They are from
twenty to.-two hundred miles from the
city and are mad i :
frgquent train service. Week end and
summer excursion rates are now in ef- *
fect. Call at City Tickat Office, No. |
19 Niecollet' House Block, for further 4
information. BN
. The Northern Pacific are offering a -

B o Dututi-and. fog Ses
and California, not to mention the ' : uth and the Gres
ﬁgan trips to Alaska -an -thgaorient.
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iind a copperhead snake coiled in her y
ap. e

Misses Katharine Gray and Edith Phil- ¥

gister, but succeeded in cutting off the .
The A

few bruises caused by the clubs used 1

When Pursued, It Turned and Tied !

e easily aceessible, by ——




