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~ THE-SOUTHWEST

Oklahoma’s Capital City, Guth-
‘rie, One of the Flourishing
Towns That Amazes the Vis-
itor by Its Spirit of Push,

METROPOLITAN IN TONE
AND A CENTER OF TRADE

Manifold Resources of the Terri-
tory Tributary to It—Crops of
North and South Grown Side
by Side—Poverty Unknown.

DY HERBERT VANDERHOOF.
Special Correspondence,

GUTHRIE, Ok., Sept. 5.—This Is the
capital city of Oklahoma territory, but
it has none of the somnolent earmarks
that are generally characteristic of capl-
tal cities in the older settled states of
the North and East. Quite the contrary.
There Is as much snap and ginger to the
square Inch here as there is in any other
city of Oklahoma, and that Is saying a
good deal. While the c¢ity has not as
large a population as Oklahoma City, it
has fully as much push, and confidently
expects in time to have as many or more
fubabitants.

Guthrie is in Logan county, which is
one of the banner countles of a territory
which may be sald to consist of nothing
else but “banner counties,” judged by
Northern standards. But the term means
something in Oklahoma, the territory
whose progress has amazed the world.
It is but a little over a decade ago that
the site of this city was unbroken prairie,
and land could be purchased for a few
dollars an acre. Today an acre of land
In the city limits means many thousands
of dollars, and only the men with bulging
bank accounts can hope to ever acquire it.

Many people in the North have an idea
in connection with Guthrie and other
cities in Oklahoma that they are crudely
constructed places, with all the char-
acteristics of a wild Western settlement.
It would astonish this class of people to
come down here and view the substantial
and beautiful city that has been erected
within a few years. Nothing llke the
rapidity of city building in Oklahoma has
ever bheen known in the history of the
world, and even many of the original set-
tlers here, who have been In at the birth
of many previous communities, have not

et got over their wonderment at what

as been accomplighed.

Aun Up to Date Clty.

Guthrie has all the modern Improve-
ments that are found in all the older
communities of the North, supplemented
by a glorious climate that cannot be ob-
tained outside of this favored sectlon.
Ite bulldings are, many of them, preten-
tious structures of stone or brick, in the
business portion of the city, and the
beauties of architecture have not been
overlooked in their designipg. In the
residence part of the city many of the
houses would do eredit to any community.
The streets are well paved, the gas and
electric lighting systems are excellent,
and it has a water-works plant that pro-
vides. an ample supply for domestic use
as well as for fire protection.

“How much of a population have you?"
1 asked one of the leading citizens of the
clty.

“We have never been able to deter-
mine that question accurately,” he re-
plied, “because of our rapld growth. I
should say, however, that we numbered
about 20,000 people. But people are com-
{rg into this section so rapidly that the
population of the city gains every day."

This rapld growth of Guthrie may be
accounted for by its multifarious activi-
ties. Beslides being the seat of the terri-
torlal government, which means a certain
emount of fixed population, it is also a
large jobbing and manufacturing center.
There are two score Or more conceros
engagad in the jobbing trade in this city,
with a business radiating all through
the S>uthwest. Its locatlon is in the
most thickly settled portlon of the terri-
tory, all the trade of which {s tributary
to it. It is also most favorably situated
to command a large share of the trade of
the Indian territory, and the influx Into
this latter section is making its influence
perceptible.

Forced Into Larger Buslness.

As a rule, most of the jobbers in Okla-
homa cities are aleo retallers, belng
forced into the wholesale business by the
demands of the surrounding country.
Dealers in the smaller towns will come
into the cities and buy of the retallers
tor the supply of their communities. In
this way most of the jobbers found them-
selves forced into a larger line of trade,
and now go out after it with energy.

On the first settlement of Logan county.
as was the case in mos{ of the counties
of the territory, the sgettlers devoted
themselves mainly to the growing of
wheat, and it is today one of the great
producing wheat sectlons of the territory.
Many an early settler paid the entire
cost of his farm, if he was not fortunate
enough to obtain one on the *'rush,” from
his first crop of wheat, and then had a
good sum of money left for improve-
ments. Today the farmer does not con-
fine himself to wheat alone. He has found
out that it is better not to carry all his
eggs in one basket.

It did not take the farmer long to as-
certain that the rich lands of this and
the adjoining counties were also well
pdapted to the growth of cotton, and that
while as fine wheat could be grown here
a3 In the North, so also could as bounti-
ful a crop of cotton be harvested as in
the South. So, as a rule, today the order
is diversified farming in this section. Be-
gides cotton and wheat, corn, fruit, mel-
ons, castor beans, broom corn, cattle, and
hogs are raised. For fruit growing this
has been found to be one of the best
countries in the world, and in the terri-
tecry around Guthrie some of the most
magnificent orchards in the United States
are found. And fruit finds a ready mar-
ket and brings remunerative prices In
this section, while steady shipments are
being made to more distant markets, the
railroads affording every facllity to the
development of this industry.

Some Mammoth Peaches.

“That's a pretty fine peach orchard
you have there,” I remarked to a farmer
while driving through the country.

“Yes: you don’t often see finer peaches
than what we raise down here,” was his

* reply. *“They not only have the flavor of
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the best Delaware or Michigan peaches,
but they have a much greater elze than
the California.”

. “Must grow pretty large, then,” I an-
swered. 3 i

“They do,’”” he replied. “Why, I've
gathered peaches in this very orchard
that would average ten and eleven inches
in circumference."

Naturally I was Incredulous at this
statement, but did not -think it policy to
show my disbelief. Later inquiries, how-
ever, convinced me that it was the exact
truth, and that the farmer spoke without
the slightest exaggeration. Truly Okla-
homa has justification for the claim that
it is the garden spot of the world.

It Is this wonderful productiveness of.
the eo0il, combined with the delightful
climate, that is bringing settlers into
this country at the rate of 5,000 or more a
month. For those who wish to farm there
is land enough and at prices that seem
ridiculously low to the man accustomed
to land prices in the agricultural states
of the West and North. The investor is
also very much in evidence here. Many
men of means have bought lands which
they lease out to men who have not had
the means wherewith to buy, taking their
ray in a percentage of the crop. This is
a good thing for the investor as well as
for the poor man, as the former in two or
three years will have reoelved back the
entire amount of his investment, while
the latter will have made enough to buy
for himself.

Poor Men Almost Unknown,

But talking of poor men, there are no
poor men In Oklahoma in the sense in
which the term is used in the North, be-
cause any man with the will and ability
to work can always obtaln employment.
Artisans of all kinds are in constant de-
mand. Blacksmiths, carpenters, masons,
ete., find as much or more work as they
can attend to, while unskilled labor finds
ample employment on the farms.

As an illustration of this point, the
county commissioners of Comanche
county have been contemplating the buy-
ing of land and the establishment of a
poor farm, but the project is meeting
with great opposition. It is elaimed that
there are not enough paupers in the coun-
ty to make it necessary, and that if one
were established it would be made &
dumping ground for pauypers from other
counties. \

But to get away from the subject of
poor men and money making. It must
not be taken for granted that the entire
activities of men in Oklahoma aund the
Indlan Territory are devoted to the ac-
quisition of wealth.
here for the cultivation of the moral and
intellectual side of existence as well as
the material, and pursue it with the same
intensity of purpose. The school system
of Oklahoma will compare favorably with
that of any state in the Union. The
citizens take a justifiable pride in educa-
tion and from the very beginning of the
territory have fostered and extended the
system. It Is the same with religion,
and handsome edifices of nearly all the
denominations can be found in all the
larger cities and scattered about the
smaller towns.

Indians Seek Knowledge.

Even the Indlans have become imbued
with the thirst for knowledge, and while
in the Indian Territory the majority of
them are excellently educated, that is not
the rule in Oklahoma. The other day a
full-blood walked into a bookstore here
and asked for a history of the United
States. The proprietor felt some natural
curiosity to know what the Indian wanted
‘with the book and asked him the ques-
tion.

“Golng to be a heap blg state hers
some day,” was the reply of Lo, “and In-

fan want to read up on history like white

man.

‘While Oklahoma has not as yet gone
very heavily Into the sheep raising in-
dustry, yet some parts of the territory are
excellently adapted to this industry, and
a good start has been made. Eastern
Payne county is said to be filllng up quite
rapidly with herds, and the farmers claim
to be making especlally good money. A
number of expert sheep raisers from other
states have been down hére to look over
the, .fleld, and thelr general opinion is
that in time- Oklahoma waool will rank
with the cholcest fleeces produced in the
country.

Journalism in the Territory.

Journalism in Oklahoma is well estab-
1lshed and well patronized. Every town
of any consequence has its paper, while
the larger cities have a varying num-
ber. There are none of the cruditles
about journalism that one might expect
in a new country; nothing of the “wild
and woolly West"” spirit, but the papers
are generally conducted with ability and
with an intense spirit of local pride.

Over In the territory the same high
plane Is noted about the local press, and
everywhere there seems to be a disposi-
tion to take a cheerful and humorous
view of local happenings. In the inter-
vals of his arducus labors the editor of
the Holdenville (Ind. Ter.) Tribune the
other day dashed off the followlng:

“How’d you llke to be the editor and
In the sanctum roost, and skim through
old exchanges and write for Jones a
boost; and glve Young Sport a calling
down, Old Skads a ripping up, describe
Miss Dash's new sllk gown and pralse
Bill Syke’s bull pup? To take in three
old dollars and pay out gixteen more,
to scheme to make two dollars do the
work of more than four; to clip and paste
and sweat and swear, and In your pants
big holes to wear; to cuss your luck and
write hot stuff, be slow to anger, quick
to ‘bluff, dun old subscribers, ne'er get
hlue, go chase up news at 7:027 I think
it i=s just lovely, and so, no doubt, do
you(?n"

Another Indian territory paper, the
Marble Clty Enterprise, hearing that a
brother editor had become involved in a
little unpleasantness, made the follow-
ing genial comment upon {t:

“TWe see by the papers that our old
friend Casey, of the Oktaha Amerlean,
has had the misfortune to come in con-
tact with a school teacher of cannibal-
{stic tendencles to such an extent that
he attempted to make a square meal
out of the ‘editor. The school teacher
should lose his job forthwith for dls-
playing such an appetite. It is a direct
insult to every meat man in the city.”

Here is another little extract from the
Vinita Chieftain:

“A gentleman who had been down to
Claremore the other day says that the
radium water has such effect on the kid-
neys that when a person dies down there
they have to take their kidneys out and
kill them with a club.”

Tor humorous and grotesque exagger-
atlon Mark Twaln seldom wrote anything
better.

OKLAHOMA’S RAINFALL
PROVED BY GOVERNMENT

Weather Station at Fort §111 Shows
an Ample Average Precipitation—
Well Watered Country.

BY W. H. HORNADAY,
Special Correspondence,

LAWTON, Ok, Sept. 4—Lawton is four
miles from Fort Sill, where the govern-
ment has kept a weather station for the
past seventeen years. The report of rain-
fall at that station is very interesting, and
never falls to surprise the fellow from
down East. People are told—and too
many have falth in the tale—that it never
rains in Oklahoma. ¥et the report at

Fort Sill for seventeen years shows an

average annual precipitation of 80.65

inches. This table also shows the sur-
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They find time down |-

l

prising fact that the rainfall is greater
here during the six months of the growing
season /than ‘4t is in Illinois or Indiana,
‘For April the average is 2.88 inches; for
May, 5.10; June, 8.80; July, 8.25; August,
2.60; September, 8.40 inches, aggregating
20.63 inches. {

The light rainfall in this region occurs
when crops are not needing an extra
amount of soll moisture. This enables
the farmers Iin Comancho county to plow
and do other farm work during all the
winter months, and when the rush of
spring comes they have all their prepara-
tory work well in hand. It i{s an un-
common sight to see enough snow during
an entire winter to track a jack rabbit,
and farmers do most of their tree plant-
Irg in December and January. The soill
and the subsoil are always full of mois-
ture from the fall ralns, so that this farm
work may always be conveniently and
safely prosecuted. This light rainfall
permits the most. edpnomic feeding and
grazing of all kinds of stock during the
entire -winter,

It is a part of the topographlc Tecords
of Oklahoma that Comanche is the best
watered counfy in " all the terrltory.
There are more streams of moderate size
than In any other part of the land of the
Fair God. Besides the Red river on the
south border and the north fork on the
west the entire length of the county north
and south Is traversed by several large
creeks filled with crystal water and limed
with gravelly beds. Heavy hardivood
timber abounds along the streams, even
the small spring brooks belng heavily
shaded by stately elms and other forest
trees,

The water supply for the city of Law-
ton is secured from a battery of large
wells just outside the city limits. This
supply was developed and most thorough-
ly tested by government englneers for
over a year before it was approved, as it
was not only to furnish water for the
Lawton of today, but must be adequate
for any demands that the future city
might make. This water has been anal-
yzed many times and found to be abso-
lutely pure and soft, and ice plants are
using it without filtration.

Lawton has a llve chamber of com-
merce, with O. P. M. Butler as secretary.
He and your correspondent will be
pleased to answer any Inquiries, although
neither has anything to gell, both being
strenuously engaged in acquiring still
more property in this region.

OKLAHOMA’S BIG TRADE
BRINGS WEALTH TO WICHITA

Kansas

Jobbing Center Profits
From Its Position at Gateway of
the Great Southwest,

Bpecial Correspondence. .
WICHITA, Kan., Sept. 5.—Wichita is
pre-eminently the first city in the state,
looking at it from a commercial and man-
ufacturing standpoint. This statement
can be readily verified by referring to
clearing-house statements and the gen-
eral statistics of the state. This condi-
tion prevails largely because of her geo-
graphlcal location, and because of the
incomparable richness of the agricultural
distriet surrounding her.

But two cities contest for her trade—
Kansas City, 200 miles to the northeast,
and Oklahoma City, her rival, 176 miles
tg the south.

Wichita Is at present distinctively a
jobbing city, while manufacturing indus-
trigs are growing to be a close second.
This condition results from the fact of her
geographic location and excellent rail-
road facilities. In the matter of freight
service this city is from twelve to four-
teen hours nearer the great developing
Southwest than any of the Missour! river
towns, and has thirty-six hours the ad-
vantage of St, Louls. '

In these days of small stocks, quick
turns, and small profits, a country mer-
chant will purchase his goods where he
can get quickest service, all things else
being equal. Texas and Indian and Okla-
homa territories are the gateway, as it
were, to all this great and growing coun-
try, and Wichita ‘is therefore an ideal lo-
cation for certaln classes of manufacto-
ries and the jobbing interests. :

The present population of the elty is
approximately 25,000, and her age since
incorporation thirty-five years, which
shows a flattering development of a town
located in an agricultural distriet.

Within a radius of 100 miles of the eity
there is already sustained a population
of 710,000 people. The railroad develop-
ment within the same district is 4,378
miles. It produced last year 48,775,580
bushels of wheat, 51,928,324 bushels of
corn, and 12,144,813 bushels of oats. -

One of the most urgent needs of this
city is a development of her manufactur-
ing possibilitles to keep pace -with her
jobbers. Many articles of general con-
sumption in the great agricultural South-
west can be manufactured in Wichita and
distributed from there at a greater profit
than from any other ecity.

The Wichita Commercial club is an ine
stitution ever alert to the interests of the
city, and H. L. Resing, its secretary, is
always ready to give visitors all infor-
mation possible.

OKLAHOMA WHEAT.CROP FAIR,

Corn Is Maturing and Cotton Is in
Good Condition.

OKLAHOMA CITY, Ok., Sept. 7.—
Thrashing from the stack was advanced
to completion over most locallties, with
poor to fair-yleld of wheat and good yleld
of oats. Hay harvest progressed, with
good yield and quality, but grass is be-
coming dried out and stemmy.

Early corn continues to mature, and
cutting is progressing, with fair to good
yields. The late was benefited by the
rains of the preceding week, and Is doing
well. Cotton is generally in fair to good
condition and is fruiting and bolling well.
Damage by boll worms, sharpshooters,
and shedding was reported, but less so
than during the preceding week. Some
early cotton is opening and being picked,
with a few bales on the market. Broom
corn, cane, Kaffir corn, millet, and cow-
peas are being harvested, with good
yields. Late potatoes are coming up to
fair stands and are generally doing well.
* Plowing for wheat is well advanced and
nearing completion over some localities,
with ground in good condition. Some
geeding has been done. June corn and
turnips are doing well, while gardens are
drying up.

Fruit {s glving poor to fair yields, with
apples continuing to drop off badly.
Range grass is drying up and water is
becoming scarce over some localities, but
stock continues to do well.

TEXAS CROPS IN GOOD SHAPE.

Cotton Will Gilve a Greater Yield
Than Last Year.

SAN ANTONIO, Texas, Sept. .—W. R.
Mosely, who llves several miles south of
this city, was here today and reports that
crops in his sectlon are much better now
than they were at this time last year.

Cotton, Mr. Mosely says, will make
from half a bale to the acre upward,
some of it possibly making as much as a
bale. Corn also, Mr. Mosely says, is bet-
ter this year than it has been for many
years, as every man who planted corn
and has taken any care of It at all has a
good crop. 1ol

A. B. Burton is also here, and, when
asked regarding the prospects In his sec-
tion, sald they are as good as he has ever
seen in the twelve years he has been In
Texas. In spite of the long continued
wet weather during the spring, Mr. Bur-
ton says the cotton is looking well, and
it is his opinion that it will make a larger
crop than last year.

“Some people may think there will be
a light crop of cotton in Texas this year,
but from what I have seen of the state in
traveling over it in the last few weeks I
believe the crop this year, in spite of the
bad weather in the spring, will be heavier
than it was last year., From what I can
learn, the boll weevil that destroyed so
much Texas cotton last year is not oper-
ating on so exfiensive a scale this year,

and this will make a part of the differ-

ence,”
-
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N THE SOUTHEST

How the Big Railroad Systems
Build Up New Country by
Shooting Ahead of Population
and Taking Peopleto See It,

FRISCO SYSTEM'S PLAN
FOR AIDING HOMESEEKERS

Perils and Privations of the Qld
Time Pioneers and the Easy
Time Provided for New Ones
‘Picturesquely Contrasted,

BY' W. D. EATON,

J. Bterling Morton used to tell of the
dayg when he with a few other fortul-
tously gathered young men with their
young families moved out across the.

Iowa prairies to the right bank of the
Missouri and settled in the rich region
that lies around the present town of
Nebraska City. They were ploneers in
the real gense, pilgrims of hope, build-
ers of empire, and to their vision the vast
flower clad plains of the West were not
vacant, but covered with a future of
prosperity, populous. and content. The
weariness of waiting was an accepted part
of their lot, and every condition of civil-
lzed 1iving had to be created where they
sat, out of such materials as nature had
provided to their hands. They were

The ploneers

iy en

Shall roll & human sea. " Der® 800R

There were no surveys. Each of them
wanted to “squat” off 160 acres that by
cultivation and improvement could be
made his own. But to avold the lapping
of claims was a puzzling problem, until
Morton finally pointed out that if they
built their shacks half a mile apart, each
would necessarily stand in the middle of
a quarter section.

And so they did it.

Waliting for the Cars,

The nearest railway terminal was
away back in the east. They had made
their several journeys by ox hauled
wagons and on foot. Theé Indians were
too near and too sociable for comfort.
The goal to which their days pressed
forward was set at the time when the
engines would bring neighbors from be-
yond the two big rivers.

“We used to gather in'the evenings
and talk about the railrdad coming, until
we could almost hear the rattle of the
cars,” he said, “‘and many were worn out
in the waiting, but at last it came.”

Railways used to wait until a country
'was pretty well occupled before they
would so much as look it over. The
ﬁrﬁt of them to penetrate open country
hall to be subsidized by government or
otherwise, in grants of credit or grants
of land. Then came & great light. It
was found that where a railway went
population would follow with a rush, and
the windswept solitudes of one year be-
come the home of thriving:thousands in
the next. The ald order changed by re-
versing itself. The rallways themselves
took up pioneering. Instead of waiting
for a country to be settled they took set-
tlement to the country, and created traf-.
fic for themselves at a rate and in a vol-
ume that made the old ways look petty.
This was business, the very best business
the railways ever did, amd.it was done
because {t pald, and pajd enarmously.

The modern fdevelopment. ol that de-
partment of railway management which
deals with land and the seekers after
land is a very remarkable example of
what can be done by thoroughness and
fair dealing. Take the attitude of the
Frisco System toward colonizing or fill-
ing up the Southwest, and see its effect
not only In the growth and value of the
corporation, but the yastly more impor-
tant and far reaching 'significance it has
and will continue to have in the making

of history in that wide and opulent re-
glon.

The Way of the Present,

A few years ago the Frisco lines shot
out into new territory in Oklahoma, In-
dian territory, and Texas, and by making
it accessible soon made it populous. This
last was not accomplished by merely
bullding the lines and glving easy access
to the land. The matter was taken up
and organized into a system under which
nothing was overlooked that could aid a
man , who might want to found a new
home under freer conditions.

The work begins by +a thorough ex-
amination of the land all along the line,
for miles on either hand. This is done
under the direction of the Frisco Immi-
gration association. Careful and intelli-
gent men collect all that is to be known
upon the subject and this informatlon is
forwarded to the central office in St.
Louis, whence it radiates to other of-
fices in the North and East, whose busi-
ness it is to impart it to prospective
homeseekers, so that these latter may
know before they start just about what
It is they are going out to see. It isso
arranged that if an inquiry for informa-
tion reaches any one of the Frisco agents,
or Mr. 8. A. Hughes, the general immi-
gration agent, at St. Louis, Mo., it is for-
warded at once to the agent nearest the
addrees of the inquirér, who personally
communicates with him, and gives him
the fullest possible knowledge of the
subject of his inquiry, practically at first
hand. :

Then, twice each month, the company
gells cheap rate excursion tickets ta the
Southwest, and on these dates it gathers
the people at Kansas City and 8t. Louis,
or other important polnts, and thence

usually accompanied by a careful d#gd
capable man, who takes them to and
through the special kind-of country that
interestssthem most, and sees to it that
they get every scrap of information they
can possibly want concerning the land,
the climate, and whatever else would
touch upon the question of llving there.

This is ploneering de luxe. Men go
to it in Pullman cars, and go through it
without ever once getting out of sight
‘of human habitatlon, or out of touch with
teiegraph and telephone facilities, or the
daily papers.
periment  with a new country. All the
experimenting has been done for them

carries them on a tour of the Southwest,

They don’t have to ex-

SGOTT JONES

REAL ESTATE CO.,
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print are glven them to.read, or clearly
told them by competent men, who make
1t their wvery serious business to know
all the facts and impart them with fidel-

ity.

Y . The Old Pioneers,

Think of it, O ye who sit with comfort
in the homes built up from rude begin-
nings by your brave forbears, who set
their faces to the mystery of the West,
and marched, not in companies, but more
often alone, or In family groups, into the
land whose very silence wooed them on;
who fought with wild beasts and wilder
savages, and {n abundant sweat tore from
the wilderness the makings of a state,
that you and yours might be free, that
your lot might be better in the new
places than thelrs had been in the old.

No figure in the story of the world is
nobler or stands out more herolcally
5113&11 the figure of the old-time ploneer.

he #pirit of unrest moved him, the
spirit of hope upheld him, and his was
the strength of the old-time gods, of thew
and of heart and of optimistic courage.
He did a most majestic work and he did
it by individual initlative, undreaming
the splendor of {ts aggregated effect, But
his was the old day, the slow day, the day
of wide spaces and unvaluable time.

As things are now, hundreds find new
homes In the Southwest, or rather have
new homes found for them, where, In
those days, tens made homes for them-
selves by their own unhelped work. And
these hundreds have only to go see the
place they want to see, and have every-
thing done for them while they make the
voyage. Days of utter comfort accom-

‘plish now what used to eat up months of

utter toil; and the chances the old men
faced at every turn and venture are all
removed from the way of the new men
when they fare forth to fresher flelds.
It isn't so herolc, but it is mighty com-
fortable, and it lands a man at the goal
ot his desires with a minimum of trouble
to himself.

B TRADE OF CUSTER

OKLAHOMA CITY IS CENTER OF
A PRODUCTIVE TERRITORY.

Great Variety of Crops and Large
Yields Fast Building Up Town
Into Commercial Center,

Speclal Correspondence.

CUSTER CITY, Ok., Sept. 2—One of
the first things that foreibly impress
the Northern man coming to this country
is the amazing varlety of the agricul-
tural products. In addition to all the
products of the North, he here finds many
of the crops of the semi-tropics, and all
yielding with an abundance that the
North has never dreamed of.

It is safe to say there is no other
section of the Ublon which can show a
greater variety of crops with so gener-
ous a yleld. Among the staple products
grown successfully here are corm, for
which Oklahoma took the first prize at the
8t. Louls World's Fair; wheat, cotton,’
broom corn, kaffir corn, oats, barley, cas-
tor beans, milo maize, alfalta, millet, cow-
peas, potatoes, sweet potatoes, apd pea-
nuts. The crops of this section can al-
ways be depended upon. The deep soil
stores up.an ample supply of moisture,
and in casé of a few weeks of dry weather
this reserve proyes ample for the grow-
Ing crops.

Coming Commercial Center,

Custer City is the natural marketing
point for many miles of tributary terri-
tory, and has unexcelled shipping facil-
ities for all the produce that is brought
here.” Its merchants are alert and pro-
gressive, and their hustle and wide awake
business methods are certain to'make this

one of the great commercial centers of

this eountry. At the present time there
1s belng marketed here in good quantities
cern, broom corn, oats, wheat, cotton,
castor beans, and alfalfa.

“The magnitude of the business being
transacteil here may be seen In the single
item of broom corn,” said J, D. Chalfant,
who, as president of the hustling Custer
City Commercial club, has exceptional op-
portunities for keeping well informed on
business affairs. “Up to date this season
there has been marketed and shipped
from this elty over 1,300 tons of broom
corn. For many years the state of 11li-
nols has held the supremacy for thig ar-
ticle, but it will be only a question of a
few years when the title will be wrested
from it by Oklahoma. The cheaper and
more highly productive lands here give
the farmer an insurmountable advantage
over his competitor in the North.

Oklahoma's Peanut Crop.

“In the matter of the peanut erop Okla-
homa has already become a formidable
competitor of the Southern states that
have heretofore had the monopoly of this
product. While the crop will not be as
large this year as It was last, the acre-
age being somewhat less, the returns to
the farmer will be quite as large, a8 the
quality is of an extra high grade, and the
prices are in consequence much better
than last year.”

In congequence of the bountiful crops
and the good prices at which they are
selling, this section is overflowing with
money, and on every hand the indications
of prosperity are plainly manifested.
The farmers have money in the banks,
and are spending it freely for the lux-
urieg as well as the necessaries of life.
It can be set down as an [ndisputable
proposition that any man who farms with
ordinary judgment in this country is cer-
tain to make money, and many are mak-
ing it with a rapldity that they never
dreamed of until they came down here, the
garden epot of the Union.

TAYLOR REALTY IN DEMAND.

Puiting Land on Market in Small
Tracts Starts Boom.

TAYLOR, Texas, Bept. T.—The cutting
up of the numerous large pastures,in this
gection of -Williamson county and put-
ting the land on the market in small
tracts to suit purchasers, and the rapid
gettling up of the black land contiguous
to Taylor with an industrious and thrifty
class of farmers, has increased the vol-
ume of Taylor's commercial interests
most wonderfully during the past few

Years. ;

With this comes an increase in com-
mercial pursuits and taxable values, at-
tendant also with a spirit of crop di-

offer special inducements for purc

homa towns for sale,
Full Particulars sent up6n request.
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We are now offering nine Okla-

FRISCO TOWNSITE COMPANY, "

Room 1125 Ohem!ul Building, e

g T
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ST. LOUIS, MO.

C.
dent Bradley Reaity Bank an

classified map of the Creek
attached coupon now and gend same with $1

Company, Muskogee, I, T,

(GOUPOH) International Lan

Manual and Map

THE METROPOLIS OF

INDIAN TERRITORY

A Village of 3,500 People in 1900
—Now a City of 20,000 and
Declared to Have a Popula-
tionof 50,000 by 1910..

This marvelous growth is due to
the up-to-date, progressive policy and
public spirit of its business men,
coupled with the many natural ad-
vantages, such as fertile soil, best of
climate, pure water, river navigation
to the gulf, immense oil, gas, and coal
fields, also unlimited quantities of
brick, shale, building stone, granite,
and marble.

Muskogee is noted for its railroads,
fine schools and churches, its metro-
politan business blocks, and one of
the finest hotels in the Southwest,
A twenty-five mile electric street
railway affords transportation to all
parts of the city and suburban parks.
Many important improvements are
under way, prominent among which
is a twenty thousand horse water
power plant.

This city affords more possibilities
for profitable investment than any
other city in the Southwest, and we
are in a position to secure for you
the very finest investmentsin farm
and city property, which will more
than double in value within the next
three years. We are one of the old-
est real estate firms in the Territory,
and have a line on all desirable in-
vestments. If you are interested in
our fine country and splendid oppor-
tunities, write us for any information
you may desire, and we shall be glad
to enlighten you and offer any other
assistance within our power. '

Watch this space for the nexttwelve
weeks.

We have many interesting and “im-
portant things to tell you.

S. A. DOUGLAS
REALTY COMPANY,

MUSKOGEE, I.T.

Reference:t Commercial National Bank.

YOU OUGHT TO. KNOW BEFORE YOU 60!

Indian Territory

A PRE-COMMONWEALTH

Full Information about buying and leasing
lands. Tells the whole story. %l\-es the His-
tory, Resources, Government, Education, Re-
ligion, Taxatlon, Wealth, and Recent Treatles
of the Indian Territory. Just the informatlon
you are looking for and need if you contem-
late golng to the territory. 200 pages, 80
lustrations, larFe colored miap, sent to any
address on recelpt of prlce. Full cloth, 75
cents; gager. 60 cents. Address Common-
wealth Publishing Co., 716 Traction Bullding,
Indlanapolis, Ind,

-

versification, and while the heretofore
idle pasture lands are being sold at from
$20 to $40 an acre, and improved lands at
from $40 to $75 per acre, there is also an
increase In citizenship. This advance-
ment is noticeable also in the upbuilding
of all mercantile lines, among which gre
the increased revenues of th Taylor post-
office under its. present efficient manage-
ment, and to the end that our people may
be more efficlently served an effort js
now in progress to secure to Taylor a
system of free malil delivery, the reve-
nues of the past year showing remarkable
gains.

The urban and rural citizenship are
now supplied by five rural routes of free
mail delivery from the Taylor postoffice,
and Special Agent W. E. Springer was
here a few days ago Inspecting two addi-
tional routes and making a revision of
three routes already established. One of
the new routes will take mail to the Wil-
son Springs community and the other in
the direction of Thrall (Stile's Switch)
and, Noack, all thrifty and prosperous
communities.

Mill Was Slow.

“'Pears to me your mill goes awful
glow,” sald the Impatient farmer boy to
the miller; "I could eat that meal faster
than you grind it.”” “How long do you
think you could do it, my lad?”’ asked the
miller. Replled the boy: “Till I starved
to death.”—Boston Transcript.

Charter for Territory Line.
GUTHRIE, Ok., Sept. 7.—A charter his
been isgued to the Tulsa, Turnersville &
Texas railroad, with $8,500,000 capital
stock, to build a line 160 miles in length,
from the northeastern corner of Indian

Hel survey the new count
cnnuiqu you full and reliable information abo

' IMPORTANT INFORMATION,

M. Bmdley.-tprea!dent I&ﬂ';’t:arna.tlnnll Land Co. (

and surplus £150,000), also 5i-
rust Co. of Muskogee plos s ) il

. T., has complled a 105 page manual
of statistical information pertaining to the Indian Territory, also rules and regulations for

the gale of lands, historical data, and the treatles with the five civilized iribes.
book. containing information that will save you many times its cost, will be sent you with &
and Seminole natlons for $1.00 in stamps or currency.

.00 In stamps or currency, and the book and map

will be sent you by return mail. Write us about lands and Investments in Indian Territory,
Numerous openings for splendid investments, Lands $1.00. to $25.00 per acre. iaternational Laad

Co., Muskogee, I. T.:

Inclosed find $1.00. Bend me
y return mail,

sessssssnssmsnananannr wes srsnsnman
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AN UNEQUALED OPPORTU-

MUSKOGEE

GAIN WEALTH.

The Territorial Land, Loan and Invest-
ment Company of Muskogee, 1. T., a $2,500,000

C. K. MARKS,
The Land Man,

monthly Installments.
cent is guaranteed, payable annually. This
{s an investment opportunity that you can-
not afford to ignore. You owe it to yourself
to Investigate and get at the facts. Thou-
sands have failed to galn wealth by neglect-
ing or reruslng te investigate meritorious
investment opportunities that have come
to thelr very doors, llke this opportunity ; g
now comes to yours. All we ask is that you ° el
give us a heuring and we leave your further

and investigated into its merits.

Over 90 per cent of the increase in wealth
fromi Ohlo we:t in the last twenty years ¥
has been made in the incrrased value of real b

Milliovs of dollars have been made i
in Okiahowa lnads in the past few years, and
millions will be made in the next few years
in Tudian Territory lands.

Wa will tell you all about the conditions {
in TIndian Territory, the restric- 1
tions which will be taken off the Indian § I
lands in 1367, and how money in the hands of
8 slrony company like the Territorial Land,
Loan and Investinent Co. can be used now
to buy freedman land and secure large hold-
ings of Indian land that will increase mani-
{nld In value within a short time.
Tke money secured on subserip-
tions for spares in the Territorial Land, Loan
and Investment Co. will be placed in land
investments by officers of the company, who
have lived in the territory for years and who
foot of the country. The stock-
holders will have the best security obtalna-
ble; namely, lands—there is no better se-

Send one or both of attached coupons to
us today and take the first step, which is the

For $1.00 in stamps, money, or money order
we will send government classification maps
of the CREEK, SEMINOLE, and CHERO-
KEE NATIONS, showing quality of land as f

by the government appraisers, and !
TERRITORY recording district
map and INDIAN TERRITORY MANUAL, -
ving government appralsement, interest- Gl

data, laws, treaties with Indians, and 3 i
information for
Land Buyers, Business Seekers, Investors, |
How to get land and get i
leases for farming, grazing oil, gas, and !
mineral purposes.

Now is the Lime.
and GOOD THINGS DD NOT LAST AL-
WAYS. A

and Speculators.

COUPON.— — — == o= -
Inclosed find one dollar for maps, manual
and valuable Informatlion. ;

Live Agents Wanted in Every County.
Write for Particulars.

THE TERRITORIAL LAND, LOAN

INVESTMENT COMPANY,
MUSKOGEE, I T.

Is valuable
ut out the

corporation, will upe:
application send you
incontestable evidence
that an investment in
the stock of this com-
pany, recently placed
on the market and lib-
erally subscribed to by
local investors, will
net as high as 100 per
cent. This Is a bona-
fide proposition, in-
dorsed by the bankers
and other leading busi-
ness men of Muskogee,
who are backing it with
their money and
brains. The stock s
sold at $25 per share,
payable in cash or in
Interest at § per

s s | S ssussse
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action to your judgment, but do not sit in e
judgment until you have seen the evidence 3
dicious Investment is worth a lifetime of toil. ¢
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Homeseekers,

BIG OPPORTUNITIES

1 .

COUPON.— — — = — =
lHteratdre explaining investment 1
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READ THIS.

This space s all that was l2ft when.I ap-
I have lived in Oklahoma. Have been :
It Is not all good land. The best
land will advance most. |
Can show i{dle capital where to Invest to |
make 15% interest while land is advancing. I |
go per=zondlly with home seekers anf guid}
them and guard them In their purchases.
look after the titles; get easy payments, con-
Wil loan you money on thz farm 13
and glve you advice as to best crops, ete. Wil =1
get your car fare returned if you buy. ']
ecan join my excursion, no matter where you 14
I am the Eastern reprasentative of Rock
'Frisco systems. Add M.
NABER, care Farmers nnd Merchants' Na-
tional bank. Wabash. Ind.

~an tell youwhere it

You i 1

—
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.Oklahoma Beats Them All..

Fort Supply Reservation now on the market,
acres in the valley of Walf

Not cheap land. but good
$3.50 to $15 per acre.
prices on large tracts for ranch or colonization

This Is Your Opportunity to Owna Home.

Also_ Improved farms along the line of the
Rock Island from $13 to $50 per acre.
For further particulars call on or address

F. V. BRANDOM & CO.,

Immigration Agents,
105 Grand Ave., Oklzhoma City, 0. T.

consisting of 27,
and Beaver Croeks.

(e—rr—ry

Special

s e
|
|

territory in a southwesterly direction
through Muskogee and v
Ok., passing through the Cherokee and OB
Creek nations and Pottawatomie county. |
The incorporators are:
N. Sayre, and W. 8. Harsch, all of Musko-
gee, and Joseph M. Neal and William N.
Spurlock of Guthrie.

R L s G

sla to Shawnea,

Fred Turner, V.

The project in-

cludes a belt line at Tulsa.

and are Iudlni
u

MONCRIEF, COOK & CO. i

Abstracters at Lawton., The
any plecs of land In Coma
would be pleased to answer your inquiries. They are
Mountain View Addition to Lawton, and are throughout rellable.

he county, an |

permanent fixture, owners of the fine
DROP THEM A CARD.

T Creek Inormlon Bureqy

MUSKOGEE, I.T.

We will furnish you a Classification Map of
tha Creek and Seminole Nation I11\rmg' the ag-
roximate clasgiflcation of all lands in the
Ereek and Seminole Natlons, showing the lo-
catlon and the number of acres of cul-
tural lands, Rocky Prairie lands, Hilly and
Rocky lands, and untalnous lands,

We will also furnish you a complete abstract
of the treatles and acts of Congress, designat-
ing the Recording Districts of the Indian Ter-
ritory, and revised rules and regulations gov-
erning the sale and leasing of lands e
Cresk Natlon, Indian Territory (revised to

1005).

ls ' Map and the information furnished is
la}:‘ﬂ;emagle to Home %gekers and Investors
in the Growing Indian Territory, as it shows
you at a glance just where you can find ths
vl il Pty g i ey

ed in,

h;%g;?‘il.m. Address all orders to CREE
NFORMATION BUREAU, Muskogee, I. T,

. COME TO TULSA.

WE CAN MAKE YOU MONEY.

We will guarantee to persons who invest
&hmuxh us a profit of 20 to per oent the

rEt year.

e can sell you some property that will cer-
ta?:‘:hr double In one year, All of it will double
In_four years. :

We buy and sell our own property, consisting
of town property. both business and residencs,
in Tulsa, ;wa coming city of the Bouthwest.
We have good farm lands, oll lands, gas
{ands, coal lands, timber lands,

\Vri'te us gor 1r;£ol‘m|t!on regarding Indian
i GEO. W. ADAMS,

CHAS. HA%EY.
Reference: First National Bank, Tulss, I T.
s T .
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