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. SOOIETY.

Minneapolis when the crisis

Had the falls gone out as we feared they would when
the Eastman tunnel caved in, the consequences would
have been disastrous to the. community.
would have been paralyszed and the towns would have
received a setback from which they might never bhave
recovered, Ido not know of any period in the history of

so anxious over their future'welfare.
bhad more cause for anxiety.—Former United States

Industry

quas so acute and our people|
And they never

Senator W.D. Washburn.
AMA, wh’y doesn’t papa come
“ home{’
The child was in a playful
mood. The mother’s anxious
face did not convey to him
the mearing an adult would have read
there. For more than an hour she had
walked to and fro in the house, fomg
now and again, thru the chill of the
early-spring day, to the gate, watching
for the return of her. husband. Mean-
while the meal had burmed to a_ crisp
while she tried to keep it warm, know-
ing that he had but a brief fime ‘at
home at noon. She sank into a chair
and the little fellow climbed into her
lap.
““You ean’t.fool me, mama,’’ he de-

elared, pulling " her hands away from
her face. “‘Your cryin hat’s what

you’re doing—crying just like Ellen did
when Sam hit her with a snowball.”’

The mother drew “the child eloser to
her breast, but did not reply. He re-
peated, insistently: ‘ Why doesn’t papa
come home, mamafi’’

1 cannot tell, my child,’’ she: said,
stroking back his hair.- ‘‘T ‘do not
know. He never remained away from
dinner. before. The only thing I can
imagine——’’ But she did not express
her fear ‘‘I wish I did ~know!’’ she
added.

Another hour dragged on.  The child
had fallen into his afternoon map. But
the mother’s mind was on 'the un-
accountable . absence of ‘her hus-
band. She determined to go to- a
neighbor, tell her of her new anxi-
gtooped to kiss the child before leaving
the neighbor rushed in thru the kitc¢hen
door, saying: : ’

¢¢‘George has not come home for din-
mer. I wonder what is keeping him%’’

¢¢Your husband, too!’’ The fears of

ereased. ;
€“And I’ve beer all thru the neigh-

borhood,”’ said the visitor, ‘‘and mnot
a man has been home since morning.

the mistress of. the house were in-’

the two

“of ‘adversity. - They saw their

Oh, I know it can mean but one thing
—it’s the Indians!’’

In the street in front of the house
a crowd of women had gathered and
were ta!kinlz excitedly., Their little
children ‘feeling ihe apprehension. that
was ‘i the air,ghad quit their play and
were clinging to their mothers’ skirts.

‘‘T was a-tellin’ Alonzo this mornin’
that if them halfbreeds. were—’'’ a
little, gray-haired woman was saying
when she was cut off by a shout:

‘‘Listen!”’

A cry came to them from the dis-
tance. A moment later a young man
turned-into the ctreet two blocks above.
He was running rapidly and would not
be detained, but in answer to anxious

queries whieh he met at ‘every house
be shouted back, as he ran on, the dread

exclamation:
¢‘The falls are going out!’’
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It was a cold, dreary day.in tha-earl];
sEn g of 1869. The ominouns-cry which
the

i
young man uttered was spreading.

over tho little cities of - 8t..-Anthony
and ‘Minneapolis.. There was conster-
nation everywhere.

Their worst fears were realized. Above
the falls of St. Anthony and near the
western shore of Nicollet island there
was an immense hole in the ledge
into which ‘a cataract of water was

pouring’in an enmormous whirlpool ‘which

engulfed everything that came its way.
. The-hole grew: with appalling rapi_{«
ity. Mill after mill ‘was undermined
andfell"in c_nimblmﬁ ruing it the swift
waters of the east channel. The infant
industries, on. Hennepin . island, _grist
mills ‘and other plants, were ruined and

‘every - ona| expected at any moment to

see the main falls in the west channel
eollapre. - - S ¥ L ;
‘Despair settled on the inhabitants of
towrrs, which were beginnin
an era of prosperity’ after many

: r Men hurried to-the-
river’s brink to see for themselves. '
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" POWER OF MINNEAPOLIS ¢

shattered, the fruits of. years of unre-
mitting toil and their cautious invest-
ments swept away in that awful flood
which was pouring into the maelstrom
and with'rathless power was cutting out
the sand on: which. résted “the limestone
ledge retaining the ‘falls—the miain re-
liance of ‘the pioneers -who™had cast
their lot here. 3ok :
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Ruin stared. the| ambitious young com-
munity -squarely in. the-face.. . ;

There was not. in the northwest a
lovelier bit of nature than that about
the Falls of St. Anthony in those days
before man ‘had conquered; them. o
the right and left the little cities of
Minneapolis and St. Anthany, surround-
ed.by thick woods of -century-old trees,
which rose up-the gentle slopes, filling
the horizon with a sea of verdure when
things" were greer. = The Mississippi
came down from 'out the pine woods.
where few men had traveled and it
seemed to bripg with it the, coolness of
the pines, bencath. which it flowed for
miles—the coolness and the mystery of
the deep, dark forest. .One felt, while
walking  near * the ' falls—then unal-
tered by the hand of man—as if sub-
terranean lakes were forcing: their way
thru the moss_and rocks, and taking ad-
vamtage of the smallest fissures, to
overflow in crystalline founfains, The
roar of the geéthing water rose so high,
and yet so musically, that it drowned
the songs of the birds that 'soared above
and daringly ' dipped themselves in the
spray, and also ghe noise of the traffic

which ‘was startimg in the little cities

here hidden in~ the wood. exn, at
noon, the sun east its . rays straight
down, the water, pouring over the ledge,
was blue, like molten Igla.ss or glacier
flow, and. the mist held a. myriad of
colors, Children,” on:their way from
school; stopped: to:play on.the cragged
rocks' at the .water’s - edge, to throw
sticks into the:stream and then marvel
at :the rapidity .with -which they were
enf_l:lf_ed in.- the. torrent., On Sunday
afternoons young  men,_ went thither
with their best girls, for there thev
found ‘cozy. -halfisecluded’ nooks, which
<are to the’ liking of young men and
“their “best ‘girls." " By
S |
. The pioneers who' had come from afar
geeking homes and fortunes'in- the new
“northwest, st‘op;;ad here " because they
- gaw, at first ‘glance, ' the ‘- tremendous
‘power the ‘river at the:falls would give
hem. - These early settlers lacked. gap-
ital, and devices for:harnessing nature’s
‘forces were not,so ‘plentiful ‘as now. But
with' the ‘same spirit’ with® which they
felled tho first ‘tree‘in‘the virgin forest
or planted "the first: seed-in the land
whieh, until then ‘wever had been tilled,

'th'g ‘begdn scheming’ to malké the Mis-

L

‘those

‘and strestears

issippi” work ' 'for' ‘them.’ - Here and-falls-and .wh.n-ﬂm,..“..m
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. THE DISASTER THAT THREATENED TO DESTROY THE WATER_

there, in channels which avoided. the

full force of the main stream, they built
dams contrived to let the ‘water fall
upon their home-made millwheels, which
turned, creaking and clacking, but with
force. sufficicnt to grind - wheat into
flour, and corn into meal forithe towns-
men and the ‘country folk.-. "«
The mills were set close to:the:shore..
Parts of them dipped into the Missis-
sippi, so that they looked, from .the
waterside, like strange arks.. A good
half of the structures were
Eiles. The water ran .in under . the
oard floors; there, too, were holes, well
known, especially {o the:youngsters, for
the fish caught there. - Above:the main
fall, the surface of the water was
smooth and as clear as a mirror; below,
a seething, foaming torrent imto which
the stream was dumped, with tremen-
dous forece. For yards, then, the water
swirled among great, sharp rocks which
now and again could be seen thru the

mist. )
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These rocks told the story. They were
proof of the condition which was trou-
bling the Minneapolitans of that early
day. Frequently, standing .on the share;
one might see big pieces of the ledge
tumble with 'the water which  flowed

over it. It waas well known ~that this
rock ledge extended romly a Yew ‘hun-
dred feet above the crest of the falls,
It did not even,reach to the: old sus-
pengion bridge, and ‘it was- thin: and
seamed with cracks thru which . the
water flowed. In 1822 the government
gristmill was built near,the foot of

what iz now Seventh avenue S. By
1869 they had receded more than 500
feet. An equal recession and the water
would strike the clay and sandbed and
then the falls would be wiped:ont.. This
danger, with all that it meant to the
new towns, had been ‘apprehended for
years, and vely discusged. Tt-was
realized that the future of Minneapolis
depended in large measure .on the falls,
and nothing was nearer the heart of

the: pioneer. who had . inves

mighty, tho as I
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When the cry arose: ‘‘The falls are
oing out,’’ there was no'need to tell
the people further what had happened.
The alarm went on foot and horseback
from house to House; no telaphones-in

in a single moment; no’ messenger:
panies to dispatch their-boys on bicye
to arouse ' the ‘peo
But every man who ‘heard ‘the
knew ru{ly well what ‘it ‘meant, and"
passed it to his neighbor. They.
not to diseuss the why :and: wherefo)
of it. Al ~ officen
1
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bandoning stores,
shops, they .ran o the bln

built- -on. -

Alees.

ted every-'
thing here, than the preservation:of this.
yet uncontrolled,-power. :

days; no: well-organized police .
force to'—g: summoned from many miles.

o_g._ by business

}e way and the .
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eiyhe water was.p
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DRAMATIC INCIDENTS;]
IO PREVENT IT /
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in the river they comprehended what
destructive: work was going on. - They
felt that the bright hopes for a large
“industrial colony i here were doomed.
But ‘' despair gave way to stern resolu-
tion among & number of those  who,
beheld - the devastation. They would

.~yet curb and tame the mighty river.

he falls' could and . would be saved.
There must be no surrender as long as
there was a man left to fight. 4
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_ Back thru the towns they ran, stop-
1n'% at every place of work or business-
and calling all men to the work of res-
cue. - Proprietors of stores hastened 'to
the falls, taking their clerks with them;-
bakers deserted their ovens, lumbermen
were ordered from the wmills; barbers
left their customers unshorn; mechan-
ics dropped their tools; lawyers shut up
their books or stopped pleading in the»
courts; physicians abandoned their: of-
hru the streets hurrying hun-
dreds were seen -on their way to the
falls. Those natural leaders who appear
at every crisis took up the work with
masculine Minneapolis almost to a man
lined up for the most strenuous bit of
public work that ever attracted volun-
teers. . There was much to be done. ; The
question was, where to begin. -

b R Joet i
All who'looked beheld a great. hole
in ‘the river a short distance above the

falls. Into this the water poured, and
‘from it .it was thrown a boiling. masd’

-of foam. Not all who saw the sight

knew how or why so strange an acel-
dent had oceurred. W. W. Eastman
who, with A. H. Wilder, bad secured
control of Nicollet island, had planned
ta establish a large manufacturing. col-
ony, on the lower end of Nicollet iisland.

In 1867 he began the construction of -

a long tunnel starting:-from the south
end of Hennepin island, extending be-

‘mneath it and under the bed of the river,
mcrops to Nicollet ‘island, términating

in-the main channel on the west shore,
robably about half way between'the.
Fire’r end: and the suspension bridge.
’.\?he _tunnel was -to be used as a tail-
race, and by ecarrying it' to Nicollet .
island Mr. Eastman expected to secure-
a head of forty feet for the develop-
ment of hydraplic power. ‘The plan had -
the-sanction of the Chute brothers, who -
had a %Oﬂt interest in the St. 'An-
‘thon: 1s %’ :
which'. controlled -the 'east channel ‘o
‘the river, and it was generally approved’
men of the two fowns. -

completedswhen, one ‘day, the roof gave’
rivu,.-inv a mighty' tor-

‘rent, swept-thry, undermining the'foun-

n‘of the rock ledge., = ' o7
sro’ was the gaping hole into which

ouring, threatening:to:

P

ater ~Power company, .

cond
~“he  tunnel work had been almost {'ﬁ'e{,

there nothing but a strétch of valueless
rapids. The first: thought that came to
the men who had assembled there was
that the hole. must be filled—in no other
wnyécm;ld the ledge and the falls be
saved. : Jpa :
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Then began the search for stuff to
use as filling. Hundreds of hands be-

gan carrying . to the scene everything:
portable. Ifocks. stone, bags of earth,
wood, brush' heaps, even -whole trees

that were pulled from the ground by
teams, were draggﬁad to the place and
dropped into the hole. - When stuff of
little or no value had been exhausted,
other material of positive- worth was
taken —taken from anywhere, every-
where. Bridge square was then the cen-
tral market place. On this fateful day
many firmers were in town with loads
of hay and produce.  Frantic citizens

went to thess men, told them what had E

occurred—how the falls' were going

out: without the falls there would be.

no town—no market for their products.
They coaxed theni:to give their goods
to fill the hole, believing that the only

way to prevent the worst effect of the ®

disaster. Those who would not .consent
were coerced. There was nothing else to

be done. So.it happened that, added to
the tons of material already dumped

into the hole, were loads.of hay and
other stuff which came from the farms.
The work was conducted with feverish
energy.
worked before. ¥

‘But it ‘became

plan was useless. [Like -an immense
monster, whose appetite.

appeascd, the maelstrom took every-
thing, swallowed . it - ravenously and
showed no effects of its overdose. -

S Bl P, ) :
Then it was decided to comstruct a
coffey dam above the hole. - This work

was econducted with the utmost vigor.
Mechanics . from the Milwaukee car-

shops and other wood working' plants |
were ordéred to the scene. The teams,

begaﬁu to 'ga;ﬂ . ﬂmtliem ‘the mecganggs
to. bore holes, others. prepare ig
dowels'and in!a’m. jneredibly short time-

the coffer dam

growing rapidly. - All day "long the
men wfrked, ntopging only {on enough
to : eat hastily “the £ ‘which was

bronght to them. from parts of the
two towns.

.night 'the dam was practically.
' :ﬁa, the . flood ' .was - partially
"and- the tired workers laid down
tools. - As' they “walked {

crowds cheered them as tho they were
soldier

ous’ war, - 3 3 o ;
- There was joy: in "Minneapolis “that".
mghtm ‘The '--?gzlls h'gd‘been saved. .
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Men worked as‘they had never
apparent’  that this-

feet high, 6 feet thick at the

had taken form and was
.88 8 permanent gnard against the

_and it will endure for

> -harml
home, | “Ge

‘heroes returning from a ‘victori-

|
|
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s _-,.....m...g_;;.g..g;?-.,:;'-‘.e-;.h.l.-.\me;»_k.’«au_-‘n: R e

ecould never be =

The: future smiled again and the day’s |
results brought encouragement to the |
whole community. ; 1
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From shore to shore under the river

near the crest of the falls there 3
a solid concrete wall 400 feet lons, e

and 4 feet at the top. Set in the

of the banks at both ends, it stan 3

.- As.a fur-
e destructive

croachments of undergro

ther protection agai
actior of the water an apron of heavy
timber -has been built across the face
of thea_’fail.-- over. which ‘the water flows
olbggts.ny‘.-that-in past ages

falls were down at Fort Snellin nd
they -have computed that it took nearly
four:thousand years.for them to move

= -ptill-threal e_d,.it;m:;m-ihg_‘(' ntinued  on- on, Magazh A
o Rraeh and §ood. work hiad been done. « o Bechom) o
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