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JEfarf fie /a//5 ^«e out as we feared they would when 
the Eastman tunnel caved in, the consequences would 
have been disastrous to the community. Industry 
would have been paralysed and the towns would have 
received a setback from which they might never have 
recovered. I do not know of any period in the history of 
Minneapolis when the crisis was so acute and our people 
so anxious over their future' welfare. And they never 
had more cause for anxiety.—Former United States 
Senator W.D. Washburn. 

- * shattered, the fruits of-vearg of unre- there^ in channels wMch.aTOidel.the1 in the river they comprehended what' thewnothingl>ut »stretclf orvataeless 
1 mitting &il and' their .cautious invest- full force of the main stream/they: built d'estructive^work wag gomjf on. They rapida. The &Bt. thought that cam© to 

ui «,t,,u£ wji J*UU tu?i A«» .. ^ n..^ 3 a___ __,_.__;, ^ ,_,. t h e ? w a t e r i9xi feit that the bright hopes for a large, the men who had assembled^there was 
" ~ ' "" " " y -;• here were doomed.', that the.hole.must be filled:—m no other 

e way to.stern resolu-" way could the ledj»e and the falls be 
number of. those' who", s a v e d . : ^ y - ^ ' i ^ d ^ , x X i '^>\^ ••'*'"'• 71 
astation. They would ..:. .V j . ; ' . : . - . " - ^ ''**£>*.<•+&>$&&#'.:,. 

meirts swept away in"that awful flood dams contrived to let. — ...-,— . .. , ,. . 
which was pouring into the-maelstrom upon their home-made miRwheete,.which industrial colony r 
and ^with'ruthless pbwer was cutting out tixrned, creaking alwi clacking,'but with But • despair gave 1 
the sand on-which, rested the limestone force-sufficient to grind*. wheat, into pon among a -*•' 
ledge retaining the falls^^^eV^flan re- flotcr, and com into me«r.'ftwt4&f ..towiiS: 
liance of the pioneers ?wl^^nad cast men and the 'country folk. 
their lot here. 

V 1 

The mills were set closeHocthe'.shore,. 
Parts of them dipped into the Missis-. 
sippi, so that they -looked,, from the 
waterside, like strange arks.. A good 
half of the structures were built on 
piles. The water ran in under the 

beheld:.the devastation^ . . . 
-yet curb and tame the mighty river.' 
The falls could and would be saved. 
There must be no surrender* as lopg as 
there was a man left to fight. 

Then began the search for stuff to 
use as-filling. Hundreds of hands be
gan carrying . to the 'scene everything 
portable. Bocks, stone, bags of earth, 

T i^ ' i i t . J.1. i- • ^ 4.v- o4.«« wood, brush heaps, even whole trees 
, ? * ? * ™ ^£l!?'J*P"&&2:. « « * were pulLd from the Kr<mnd by 

ii 
AMA, why doesn't papa come Oh, I know it can mean but one thing things' were greete. The 

hornet , r —it's the" Indian's! " came down from'out the pine woods. 
The child was in a playful In the street in front of the house where few men had' traveled and it 

mood. The mother's anxious a crowd of women had gathered and seemed to briffg with it the,coolness of 
face did not convey to him were talking excitedly. Their little the pines, beneath which it flowed for 

. . . . _ . . - clinging 
now and again, thru the chill of the " I was a-tellin' Alonzo this mornin' 
early-spring day, to the gate, watching that~ if them halfbreeds were 
for the return of her. husband. Mean- 1 - i i 1 - !.-•_-a 
While the meal had burwed to a crisp while she tried to keep it warm, know 
ing that he had but a brief time at 
home at noon. She sank into a chair 

saying 
shout: 

little, gray-haired woman was 
when she was cut off t>y a 
"L i s t en ! " 

A cry came to them from the dis
tance. A moment later a young man 

Ruin stared-the] ambitious young com
munity ^squarely-om the--face., ;-

There was not. in the northwest a 
lovelier bit of nature than that about 
the Tails of St. Anthony in those day 
before nuvn had conquered .them. To the fish caught „-«*„. ^—.~ , . . , , . . . . . . . . . . . , , . ... x t ^ ™»™ »> *™ »«"«« ««« »™ 
the right and left the little cities of fan, the surface of the water was-the falls, taking their clerks withthem, o t h e r material of pbsitive worth was 
Minneapolis and St. Anthony, surround- smooth and as clear as a mirror; below, bakers deserted their ovens, lumbermen t aken —taken from anywhere, eyery-
ed. bv-thick woods of-century-old trees, a seething, foaming torrent into which were ordered from the millsf barbers w n e r e > fridge square was then the cen-
which rose'uprthe gentle slopes, filling the stream was dumped, with tremen- left their customers unshorn; mechan- t r a l ^ ^ p i a c e . On this fateful day 
the horizon with a sea of verdure when dous force, for yajds, then,, the water ics dropped their tools; -lawyers shut up n^ny farmers were in town with loads 

Mississippi swirled among great, sharp crocks which their books or stopped pleading in the • 0f n j i y a n ^ produce. Frantic citizens 
' n now and again could be seen thru the courts.; physicians abandoned their-of- w e n t t o these men,, told them what had 

mist. flees. Thru the streets hurrying nun- o c c u r r ed—how the falls were going 
+ - * - : + -.-?''••.-*: ; .dreds were seen on their way to the o u t without the falls there would be 

mv vfl ^A n , 0 . t n r^ T W WATJ| f a l l s ' T h o s ^ ***r™} leaders who appear town—no market for their products. 
These rocks told the story. They were a t ,every crisis took nip the work with f^A, c o a x e a thenf^to give their goods 

masculine Minneapolis almost to a man t o ^ u the hole, believing that the only 
wnNHutf' TIPBT the ' falls—then unal- " i mK *-u*> xu.iu»c»KV'""«j*«» «* »«»» "j"1"-7 lined up for the most strenuous bit of . . . . - - -
t £ e ? fc th fhand of man-Ss if sub- day. Frequently, standingon the shore,. p u b l i c £ 0 j k t h a t e V e r attracted volun-
teSanean lakes were forcinTtheir way o n e might see big pieces of the ledge teers. There was much to be done:. The 
a S ! ^ J S S ^ S ^ S ^ ^ S - t l imbl-« ^ * h J ^ e J ! S t ? L Z 5 ? ^ . i ? 0 ! S i question was. Where to begin 

the meaning an adult would have read children feeling the apprehension that miles—the coolness and the'mystery of i 7 V u ^ I ™ w S ™ i frm, at every crisis took "up the worl 
there. For more than an hour she had was ite the air/had quit their play and the deep, dark forest. One felt, while P™of of the.condmon wAictt w»8- won, m a g Cuhne Minneapolis almost to 
walked to and fro in the house, going were clinging to their mothers' skirts, walking near the falls—then unal- ^ l m S 4 h e M l I S f H ? s „ ° n „ *Z « S lm®4 UP for the most strenuous 

valrtage of the smallest fissures,_to 
overflow in crystalline fountains, 

I t -was -well Joiowii -tj iat tHis' 
VhA ro c^ l G d £ 6 extended only a f e.tt rhan: 

- i L '.iL- - • • * - • I.- 1? dred feet above the crest of the falls. 
roar of the seething water rose so high S ^ ^ ^ t even,reach to the, old sus-
^ J l L ^ ^ ^ f S v f i ^ l ^ X f Pension bridge, and it, was : .thin, and 

-

and the little fellow climbed into her . turned-into the street two blocks above, the songs of the birds'that soared above ]!%«$!A with^^cracks thru^which the 
lap. He was running rapidly and would not and daringly dipped themselves in the w a t e flowed In 1822 the government 

"You can't , fool, me. mama," he de- be detained, but in answer to anxious spTay, and also the. noise1 of the traffic gristmill was built near, the /foot of 
clared, pulling * her hands away from queries which he met at every house which was startrtrg in the little cities ^ n a t i g n o w geventh avenue. S. By. 
her f a c e . " XOUr Cryine ^that's What lie s l o u t e d back , a s he ran on, t h e dread here niddexi. i n t h e -wood. W h e n , a t JQQO t h e T h a d r e c e d e d more t l ian SQO " I T ^Jrith ~A Tt~~WilflH*T 

_ ""The Mb are going out!'-• • •' 'S±f ^ -ZSJ&&. ' ^ f w S t ' *-«:. ^ 5 ^ ? r r ^ ^ . f c r S S&Jtf ^JfaT-M 

way to prevent the worst effect of the 
disaster. Those who-would not-consent' ! 
were coerced. There was nothing else to 
be done.. So it happened'that, added to." 
the tons, of material already dumped . 

1,1 V ' \ \ 3 I 1. i j . ,1"'.1 vii« into the hole, were .loads, of hay and 
All who looked beheld, a great, hole o t n e r g t „ # which.came from the farms.' 

in the river a short distance above the T h ( J w o r k w&s c o n ^ u C t e d with feverish." 
falls. Into this the water poured, and e n e Men worked as they, had never' 
from it it was thrown a boiling, m a s j ' ^ j ^ b e f o r e > -
of foam. Not all who saw the sight . B u t j t became apparent: that this 

; I t was a cold 
' spring'of 1869. 
the young man 
over the -little 

ony on the lower end of Nicollet island, 

on, v the dread here hiddexi in' t l ie -wood. W h e n , a t 
you're doing—cryine"iust like Ellen- did 
when Sam hit her with a snowball." 

The mother drew'the child closer to 
her breast, but did not reply. He re-.' 
peated, insistently: "Why doesn't papa 
eome home, mama?" 

" I cannot tell, my chttd," she^said, o v e r t h 0 l i t t r e . C l t i e s 0f St.. Anthony sticks ilrto .the.stream and then marvel depended in large 
stroking back his hair._ J L ^ V * ° * and Minneapolis. There was' conster- at >the -rapidity with -which they were a n d - ' 
know. He never remained.away from n a t i o n everywhere. Men hurried to the • enguifed in the', torrent. On Sunday the 
dinner before. The only thing 1: can r i v e r > 8 b r ink , to see for themselves, afternoons*young men, went thither thin 
imagine—^" Bu^she^did^not^exp ress Their .^orst'fears were'realized: Above with their-best girls; for' there the^ mig 

the falls of St. Anthony and near the found cozy .'half-secluded nooks, which" 
western,shore of Nicollet island-there_ >• are to . .the; liking .of you"nig men and 
was an immense hole in the ledge "their.'best 'girls.'-'-._\'* 
into which a . cataract of water witB *-• ,-»«* <-•-'•'*/'> JL.1 \JL,-% I 4, V<' \" '" ' ' 
•pburing.'in an enormous'whirlpool which. ,'S'*'-V*'* '•?!**'«f??-'- vv-r T ' f ^ ^ , 0 //lv* i'- *-,» 
.engulfed everything that came its w.ayJJ . The-pioneers-who'had. come from afar w , . 

The hole grew with appalling rapia : 'seeking h!o,mes and fortunes1 in-the new from house^to house; no telephones in had a maj] 
ity. Mill, after mill was undermined northwest,, stopped here because they those days; no; well-organised police. thpn.y Du,; 

knew how or why so strange an-acci- p ian . was useless. Like an immense 
dent had. o c e u r r e d ^ ^ W . W . E a s t m a n , m o n s t e r , w h o s e appie t i t e . eo i i ld -never b e 

n a d secuxeq appeagcd, the maelstrom took every itrol of Nicollet island, had planned t h ^ _ g w a u o w e a ft ravenously and 
establish a large manufacturing col- 8h0wed no effects of its overdose.^.-/ ,f. 

Then it was decided to construct, a . „ „ ^ „ „__ . 
coffer* dam above the hole. This wprk whole community, 

conducted with the utmost vigor. 

The future smiled again and the d a y l 
results brought encouragement to the 

her fear " I wish I did know! 
a d d e d . , . ••> 

Another hour dragged on. The child 
had fallen into his afternoon nap. But 
the mother's mind was on the un
accountable . absence of her hus
band. She determined to go to a. 
neighbor, tell her of her new auxi-

under the rive 
falls there if 

feet long, 40 
i the bottom 

Set in the rock 

ills yiTater Power company, 
stooped to kiss the child before l e a y m g ' ^ i r f ^ ' ^ e r ^ f c u ^ first glance; the -tremendous force to be summoned from ,manv miles which, controlled the east channel 

\x~ two towns.. . ' . . - - • !• i, actiote of the water an apron of heavy, 
f By, night the dam .was L practically. t i m b e r h a B been built across the face the neighbor rushed in thru the kitchen w a t e r s of the cast channel. The infant power the driver at the; falls would give in a single moment: no" messenger^ coin- theLinyer, and it was^generauyapproved completed - the flood .was ̂ partially o f . t h e fall, over, which the water flow* 

door, saying: f * y / & ^ . , industries, on Hennepin island, grirt them. • These early settlers lacked.cap- panies to dispatch their-b^ '"..^stayed-and thei;»Ml^0Tk<ejrs ^ d d o ^ . ^ ^ j ^ g j . . ;, -u 
" --'&-•-•» i*-i•*—r ^ ^ T A D fnriiftTTiMRii«r.T>Mnn^ «~A <4»at<.<Tr> to arouaft: tfia-tjeoTitB. The tunnel work had been almost their tools. As they walked home, ^^.-/.J. - - -

ner. 
George has not come home ifor din- •mtylB'afta other plants, were riiinedaind ital^aivd^devices for^^harijiessing nature^s .and streetcars to arouse \tne: people. Geologists say that in past ages the 

every one' expected at any moment to : forces' were nbt.so plentiful as now. But But every man who heard ; t l ^ ; cry c o m p l y w e r e d o W n at Fort Snellffig and 
"Your husband, too !" The"fears"of Bee the mauTfalls in the west channel with" the same spirit with- which they knew fulf well what it meant,- and i e /.way arid the^.nyer, in^a .mighty- tor- soldier heroes returning from at victon-

the mistress of the house were in- collapse. \ ' ; f elled tho first tree :in the Virgin f orest passed it to his neighbor. ^ 
creased. -DeBpair settled on the inhabitants of or planted .the first, s eed in the land not to discuss the why-and; ;w^ere^e; :dation;of ^ l ^ f f i * ' ^ . . - . . . ; , ^ W , f f i ] S « ffS saved 

" A n d I ' v e heen- a l l t h r u the" n e i g h - -the t w o -towtas,' w h i c h w e r e Jaegixtning wfeieh, u n t i l tKen,-teever ha.a.-been t i l l e d , of i t . A.V.andomrnst . s t o r e s , offifteft; a g d i T h e r e .was t h e - capinff h o l e intO.WnlOh niKnt. ±U6 ISllB na_a ueen BH.Vt5U. 
borhood," said the visitov <rand not an era of prosperity after'many years they began scheming to,make the Mis- shops, they Jfttt to the w u f f - w o v e j ^ n n e water 
a man has been home since morning. 'p?>dv sersi%-.They ^ 

M'j. '•-.-,.'- "."'• . W£-','~-r'' :'">/"*.'.'••;.. :/.•-.«•';• /• ?'. • / ; ." ; . , *;.-/•' ' ., ' -x :;- -..' " ;• ':,/_ ' -*'•*,*-'•-... - ^ v ' ^ 

they havev computed that it took nearly, 
four thousand years for them to move1 

was-'pouring, threatening^to danger rtm'tnxsatj^ea, ^.--ww*.true.-irot -
tfie~xm'aiid']iM!ke1tUo';ntBrr$ great and'good-w^rkaftd-beenfdoae.v 

(Contin-u«d, o n 
.oa.)''^. -• ,s *. J. -


