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A signed article by the former
president will appear in next
Sunday’s Journal.
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FALSE CZAR SUDDENLY APPEA
WITTE ALL ALONE BETWEE

ODELL SWEARS HYDE
TESTIMONY IS FALSE

Former Governor of New York Denies, on Oath, that He

Sought to Blackmail

or to Annul Charter

of Big Trust Company.

New York, Nov, 16.—B. B. Odell, Jr.,
former governor of New York and at
{u’n"tirnt chairman of the state repub-

ican committee, was the first witness |

hetore the insurance-investigating com-
mittee today and denied that he had
cver direetly or indireetly threatened
tu have the charter of the Mercantile
Trust company revoked.

My, Odell, when again askeil if the
Mereantile Trust's charter was threat-
ened, dramatically execlaimed: **'There
is no truth in that, so help me God.”’

Senator Chauncey M. Depew went on
the witness stand soon after Mr, Odell
left it.

Before his testimony was begun, Sam-
nel Untermeyer, counsel for §umen H.
Ilvde, entered an objection protesting
awvainst the investigation of the affairs
of the United States Shipbuilding com-
pany by the committes.

The Mercantile Trust.

Mr. Hughes, counsel to the commit-
tce, began by asking Mr. Odell to tel
the facis pertaining to the Mercantile

Trust eompany charter, and the wit-
ness said he would prefer to tell of the
whole transaction leading up to the sct-
tlement, if pernitted.

Mr. Untermever protested that if the
committee permitted this, it woulil take

taem far outside the legitimate lino of

the inquiry. Senator Armstrong re-|
ferred the protest to Mr, Hughes, who |
gaid he would eall to Mr. Odell’s at-
tention the faet that ‘‘the matter
which econcerns the committee is simply
the question whether there was any

political influence or pressure brought
to hear upon the Mercantile Trust com-
pany, directly or indirectly, 10 induce |
a settlement.’’ ; |

i There was not,’” said Mr. Odell. |

KEnew of Repeal Bill.

«eWill vou state, governor,’’ asked
iy, Hugles, ‘‘whether you had. any
information with regard to the intro-
dunetion of a bill in the senate for the |
smrpose of repealing the charter of the
Meveantile Trust company 7"’ .

«+] kwew of it at the time, ves,”

¢+ Who advised you of 1t¥#%*

‘1 knew of it = before its introdue-|
’l. ‘!‘ I
b From whom did you get the infor-

ation?’?

:11}1.11;{:“ various people, as to the pro-
priety of the introduction of sueh a
measure,”’

“Did

i T ’

7" Odell Did Not Object.

¢¢Did vou request its introduetion?”’
¢¢] saw mno objection to it.’
(«Did vou state that you saw mno ob-

oy

vou suggest its introductiont
)

jectiont to  the introduction of the
measure ? : . .
i‘At the time it was introduced,

ves,
T iimg whom?

£¢Onh, to anyome who asked me;
have forgotten.’’

& \\'hu{: was the ground for that ac-
tion or approval?’’ -

“i5imply because the gseandal ineident
to the shipbiulding trust was uppermost
in the peoples mind angd it was claimed
that the Mercantile Trust ecompan'y had
bheen behing fifteen or sixteen corpora-
tions, evervone of them had been insolv-
ent and it was time I thought, such
matters in the state of New York
should be stopped.’’

Depew Happens In.

While Mr. Odell was testifying, Sen-
ator Depew entered the room.

Mr. Odell said the bill was intended
to provide for an investigation of the
Mereantile Trust company. He eould
not reeall that he_ had an interview
with Assemblyman Fish with regard to
the introduetion in' the assembly of a
bill similar to Senator Ambler’s repeal
hill. His only interview with Sena-
tor Ambler about the bill was after it
had been introduced.

At that time he had no suit pending
against the Mercantile Trust eompany.
His suit was brought in August, 1904,
When the bill was introduced in
Mareh, 1904, the witness said, he still
had every dollar’s worth of his Ship-
building holdings. These holrl'mgs were
sold at auction and brought $43,687,
against £164,171 paid for them.
tfieir sale witness has had no interest
in the Shipbuilding company. The sale
was made because he felt that there
would be matters of legislation come
up affecting Shipbuilding affairs, and
he felt that the governor should mot
he interested directly or indirectly in
the bonds. .

He contemplated bringing an action

I

against the Mercantile Trust company |
He had no interview |

in August, 1904, ; !
with J. P. Morgan regarding his Ship-
huilrling\ claim, but did have with
Charles M. Schwab, His interview with
Mr. Schwab was when the company was
in the hands of a receiver.

Never Threatened! Never!

“Did you make any statement to
anybody in the city of New York that
retaliatory measures of any kind would
be taken?’’ asked Mr, Hughes,

“‘ Never.”’

““That any measures threatening the
Mercantile Trust eompany or anyone
else would b(; taken if your claim was
not settled?’

‘¢‘Never. I

ever have any interview with Mr. Har-
riman in which it was suggested that|

Harriman should use his influence to
procure u settlement of my eclaim
against the Mercantile Trust.’

““Then,’” said Mr. Hughes, ““I- un-
derstand your testimony is that you
never, directly or indirectly, used any
threat to procure a settlement of that
sguit?’’

“4No, sir.??

““Was the legislation proposed b
Benator Ambler in any wa,]v a; topie 1{‘1‘::

conversation, when the settlement of
your suit came up?’’ ;

Had a Talk with Hyde.

‘“Never, exeepting—yes, when T had
a talk with Mr. Hyde, he spoke of it
and I told him no matter what the out-
' come of our settlement - might be,

| whether I should go into the courts, or

!
‘—;:-\ A2

! tee and thru Senator

| of the efforts of

never made any suchi
statement to Mr, Harriman, nor did 1|

|to the national eampaign of 1904,

| the case should be settled by the Mer-
cantile Trust company, there was no
fear of retaliatory legislation.’’

‘‘Had anything occurred to change
your mind as to the pru]n‘iet_y of tEe
introduction of suech measures?’’

“¢Yes, sir; the fact that the base eal-
umny which Mr. Hyde uttered here had
been circulated in the papers. 1 ecalled
Senator Ambler and I said that, as de-
sirable as l,believe the legislation to
be, T feared”that my unfortunate con-
nection with the shipbuilding matter
was of such a character that it would
be better for him to droE this legis-
lation. That interview took place some
time during the legislative session of
1004,

What He Told Hyde.
Mr. Odell said he told James H, Hyde

at their first interview that the Ambler
bill would be stopped by him, that there
was no fear no matter what was done
about his settlement, of any retaliatory
legislation, He did mot bother Mr.
Harriman about the matter.

Mr. Odell said he wrote a letter at
the request of Mr. MclIntyre, former
fourth vice president of the Equitable,
in behalf of Mr. Hyde's candidacy for
the French ambagsadorship. This had
nothing to do with the shipbuilding set-
tloment. The letter was written before

| the settlement,

“We have had mentioned in the
course of vour testimony the subject of
contributions for political purposes;
you have stated you never solicited
-any from any insurance COmpany;
were any ever made to you volun-
tarily?’’

i :\'0‘!!

“‘Did any ever
directlv?’’

¢¢Possibly, thru the national commit-

Platt.”’
Platt’s Part in Campaign,
¢¢WWhat relation had Senator Platt to
the matter?”’

““He has always gathered all the
funds, ever since I have been connected
with republican polities, exec2pt the
last year.’’ .

The witness said he knew nothing
insurance companies:

come to you in-

to prevent inimical legislation and knew
of A. O. Fields’ activity in that diree-
tion only by hearsay. He did not know
Andrew M. Hamilton. He said no
money had ever been placed in his
hands, direetly or indirectly, for po-
litienl purposes or otherwise to influence
legislation, X .
’L—His was not the only ﬁblﬁbulldlﬂg‘
suit settled, said Mr. Odell. The Unter-
meyer
others,
ust.
’ ¢ Of course,’’ said Mr. Hpghcs,_“yau
will understand the committee 18 not
here to try out the merits of the elains.
We are simply interested because
definite threats were made that—

¢¢There is no truth in Jhat stute-
ment, so help me God,’’ said Odell,

When his settlement was under dis-
cussion Mr. Hyde said to
Equitable Life had always made po-
litieal contributions, Mr. Hyde did ncr,
however, give particulars.

All About the Ambler Bill.

Here Mr. Odell was asked fo tell
precisely the facts about the introduc-
tion of the Ambler bill. He replied:

““Why, 1
tion of that bill
Shipbuilding case
the distriet attorney
stated that he had 1
and see whether there was anything
connected with or :-.n}'t'm_nﬁ in eonnece-
| tion with the seandal which should not
be in\'cstignted by his office. He had
| the case for some
me after several weeks

He felt that his claims were

that

to the conelusion )
for eriminal prosecution. L
time such concerns as the Fire company
and the Whiting Paper company and

| the American Bieyele trust and some |3
| fourteen or fifteen others had been men- |=
[ tioned as having been either projected |J
! Green, and, presumably | =
| with the approval and support of the | =
Mereantile Trust, all of which had been |2
suggested that|=
! | something ought to be “ done to stop|g
Since |

by Alexander or

| failures, and it was

that, and in talking vver the matter in
| conference with people who came in, it

| was decided that some legislation, some |:
| remedial legislation could be formulated |

and would prevent the unloading upon
the public of these _securities, among
“others those which T have have men-
| tioned. In the meantime the papers
had taken entirely different and antag-
onistic views of the matter, whether
they had been inspired or not I do not
know, but there was more or less talk
' about it being a measure to get even
with somebody, and then when Senator
{ Ambler ecame in to see me and talked
| with me about it, I said to him that un-
| der the eircumstances he better let the
whole thing drop.”’

Untermeyer Foiled.

Mr. Untermeyer asked permission to
Odell, but was re-

| eross-examine Mr.
| fused.

| Justice Erastus F. Ransome, counsel
| for George H. Squire, was next called.
| He said Mr. Squire is a very sick man.
| He presented a statement relative to
{the transactionsin Lawyer’s Title Tusur-
| ance stock, and the George H. Squire
trustee account. Former

title, said Judge Ransome.
never knew its purpcse.

Devpew on the Stand.

called. The senator said he had been
director of the Equitable since 1877

committee. He never heard of the vari-
ous trustee accounts until this inves-
tigation. He knew of the campaign
contributions only in a general way. He
did not know the amount ('Dlltl‘il))utcl]

hoped both state and national legisla-
tures would pass laws prohibiting the
contributions. He thought the contri-

Continued on 2d Page, 4th Column.

snit was settled and so were,

him that the |
|

T had prepared the introduc-|8®
Emrlpbl'o'ught the whole |3
before Mr. Jerome, | ¥
of New York, and |z
better look into it

time, and he said to |3
he had|s&
gone into it very carefully and he came |3
there were no grounds |*
In the mean- |3

5 DIE IN FIRE
‘BLACK HAND' SET

Fatal New York Tenement Fire
Believed to Be Work of
Secret Order.

New York, Nov. 16.—At least five

ersons were burned to death in an
talian tenement-house fire at 221 East
Seventy-third street today. The house
was six floors high and the sleeping
tenants on the five upper floors were
made prisoners by the flames, with the
ground floor a roaring furnace beneath
them. Three of those who lost their
lives were kneeling in prayer when the
fire reached them.

Within the first hour after the fire
was under control, the bodies of three
women and two men had been taken
from the stairway between the second
and third floors,

The lessee of the house told the po-
lice today that the ‘‘Black Hand”’
society had recently sent letters de-
manding $2,000, Altho the demands
did not state what the penalty was to
be for refusing to pay the money, the
police have begun an investigation on
the belief that the fire was started by
the writer of the letters. :

The fire began in a heap of rubbish
at the bottom of the airshaft, and

| spread thru the interior of a grocery

store on the'ground floor.

A policeman was the first person to
see the fire, just as it had begun to
creep, up the airshaft. He ran into the
building, pounding on the hall doors all
the way up to the sixth floor to waken
the tenants, The fire followed him so
swiftly that when he reached the top
floor he was obliged to send the ten-

ants there out to the fire escapes to|

save them from suffocation. Within
a few moments more on all the floors
below the fire escapes were packed with
ersons whom the flames had cut off
rom escape by the interior stairways.

When the fire department arrived
with its ladders nearly every ome on
the fire escape was kneeling in prayer.
Adding to the pathos of the scene was
the action of the men, who stood with
their arms full of personal possessions
while their wives fought unaided to
protect the children from being
trampled by the crowd or suffocated by
smoke. FEveryone on the fire escapes
was saved by the firemen.

HUNDREDS PRAISING
ANTISUIGIDE PLAN

Cleveland, Nov. 16,—Huudreds of let-
ters are being received by the promot-
ers of the rnﬁsuicide commission which
was started in this eity recemtly. They
come from all elasses of people, students
of sociology and psychology, and from
others who see in thé movement a
healthy stand against the too_prevalent
suicide tendency. A New York man
sends the commission the result of his
long inwvestigations and suggests that
Rockefeller or some other rich man
should establish a fund to be used to
provide a home for the despondent and
surround them with happier influence.

St. Louis woman writes that she
had been on the verge of suicide many
times, but hearing of the eommission
decided to write and ask for advice. A
Rochester, N. Y., woman makes the

| same plea, nud asks what the penniless,

friendless and miserable woman can do.

The movement has only recently
started and what form its developmerit
will take is still in doubt, but the re-
lies received indicate to its promoters
f‘hat it has a serious mission to per-
orm.

L3

HEROIC MEASURES
T0 PROLONG LIFE

Aged Brother of Colonel Hender-
son Now at Bedside of
Dying Man.

Dubugque, Towa, Nov. 16,—With his
aged brother as a nurse, heroic measures
are being taken to prolong the life of
former Speaker David Henderson.

A. C. Henderson, who is a trained
nurse of lpn% years’ experience, is
wrapping hig brother in scorcliing blan-
kets in order to draw the blood from
the head and produce a better circula-
tion. Ordinary medical treatment has
been abandoned and under the new
treatment, which the speaker’s brother
had often tried before with success,
no opiates are needed.

George Henderson, a brother of the
speaker, living at San Die 0, is also
reported to be dying, but tﬁe news is
being kept from the two brothers in
Dubuque.

'SPANISH KING TRIED

T0 GO UP IN BALLOON

Journal Epecial Service.

Madrid, Nov. 16.—Fernandez Duro,
an amateur aeronaut, will sue King Al-
fonso for $12,000 for damaging his bal-
loon. The kmpi,) while attending the
recent contests between balloons and
automobiles, found Duro’s balloon unat-
tended. He entered the car and be-
gan throwing out the ballast, intend-
m% to make an ascent.

ne of his aides arrived and,realizing
that the king was engaged in a danger-
ous freak, he clambered into the car
as it was rising and ripped open the

balloon for the -purpose of letting the
gas m(llt. The king, of course, could not
ascend. :

. Duro’s efforts to obtain a compensa-
tion for his damaged balloon have been
in vain and he will therefore bring the
matter hefore the courts.

HEARST VOTES FOUND
IN NEW YORK GOUNT

New oYrk, Nov. 16.—The original
tallI\,; sheletst'm New York’s recent may-
oralty election: “opened today b
the-board of 'cﬁ{ ‘:‘f?cauvlassers. % I{
Hearst’s lawysghgofotested eight of the
first thirteen sheets taken from the en-
velopes because they were found to dif-
fer from the refurns on which the count
eleeting Mr. MeClellan mayor was
basced. . In one election distriet Mr.
Hearst was found to have seven more
votes than were counted for him.

In the thirteenth election distriet of
the first assembly district the tally
sheet showed that twenty-nine votes
were missing from the published count.
It was not stated for which candidate
these uncounted ballots had been cast.

The board of canvassers allowed no
one but themselves to handle the tally
sheets, Counsel for both Mr. Hearst
and Mavor MeClellan were allowed to
read all the sheets without touching
them, Comparisons were confined to the
votes east for mayor, controller and
president of aldermen,

ROLLA, N. D.—The Ilittle daughter of S. A.
Tarlor fell into a boiler of hot water and was
burned so badly that there I1s no hope of her
Lecovery.

! Oslo, the nucleus of what is now Chris-

KARL V. AS TITLE
OF NORWAY’S KING

New Monarch Will Stick to His
Own Name, Says Christiania
Paper.

Christiania, Norway, Nov. 16.—Ae-
cording to the Aftenpost, Prince Karl of
Denmark, who has telegraphed acecept-
ing the offer of the Norwegian throne,
will take the title of Karl V., and the
royal flag will be a golden lion on a
purple field. v

The municipality of Christiania is al-
ready preparing for the solemn state en-
tri of the king, which is” expected to
take place Nov. 26. The event will be
marked with elaborate festivities.
A squadron of the Norwegian navy
will transport the new royat family
from Copenhagen, perhaps accompanied
by Danish, British and German Wwar-
ships. Another Norwegian squadron will
meet the combined fleets in Christiania
fjord and will lead thiem to the capital.
Hundreds of steam eraft from all parts
of the country will join in the proces-
sion.

The Christiania Aftenpost, which is
authority for the statement that the new
king of Norway will ascend the throne
as Karl V., is usually quite reliable in
its predictions. While most of the Nor-
wegians would prefer to have the old
and distinctively Norwegian name of
Haakon revived in the Norwegian royal
line, it is not strange that Prince Karl
should wish to retain his own name, and
it is probable that his wishes will be
respécted, should he express a prefer-
ence for the name of Karl.

The first King Karl who ruled Nor-
way was Karl Knutsson of Sweden. At
the death of King Kristoffer in 1448,
the northern union split. The Swedes
elected Karl Knuteson as king and the
Danes called Kristian, son of a count
of Oldenburg. The Norwegians were
divided in three_ camps, one favoring a
union with Sweden, another with Den-
mark, while the third wanted to elect
one of the descendants of the old line
of kings. This party was in a hopeless
minority and in the council of state
there -were onlﬁ the Swedish and Dan-
ish_parties. The former won the day
and called Karl of Sweden, who was
crowned at Trondhjem on Nov. 20, 1449,
In the meantime the friends of Den-
mark had secured aid from that coun-
try and an army took possession of

tiania and the tributary country.
Karl failed to defend Norway, and
after he had ruled a year-he withdrew
and Kristian_I. of the 'OIdenb'IHg line
was chosén' king,” ~ 4 o
The next Karl of Norway was Karl
XIIT of Sweden, who was elected to
the throne on the union with Sweden
in 1814, He died ~four years later,
and was - succeeded by Karl XIV
Johan, the famous Marshal Bernadotte,
who had been selected as crown prince
by the childless Karl XIII. The
founder of the Bernadotte houise died
in 1844, and was followed by his son,
Oscar I, who died in 1859, and was sue-
ceeded by his son, who became Karl
IV of Norway and Karl
Sweden. He was a brother of Osear
II, the present Kin of Sweden.
Tollowing this chronology, Prince
Karl will become Karl V, should he
prefer to retain his own name.

WAS READY TO FIGHT SWEDEN

Prince Earl, It Is Asserted, Want-
ed to Lead Norwegian Forces.

Stockholm, Nov. 16.—The election of

Continued on 2d Page, 3d Column.

§I‘,'I-J:-:l!'ZK-&}MKQ})}I&I@,‘I-I'I'I'JI.‘W.’{D}I{D}S{!?%Ii'iﬁiﬂ‘ﬂ(ﬁ"l}l

SR o R SRR R I

President | &
' James W. Alexander of the Ilquitable
Life Assurance society, asked Squire to =
have that account ecarried under that |3
Mr, Squire | =

Senator Chauncey M. Depew was then

and was a member of the executive ]

He | =

SN B0xs o Tt S R R R )

|3

®

R

T = = ll

So drunk that h
T R P

Wi

(
LT

’ .
u{f.":':H A LR I

O A o R R R e A DR G U R R A

S EGETRIEYE,

R TR R R R R o SR e R RCRCR R R R RORL

THE BEAR'S TURN.

e imposes

AR

upon his best friend.

HENEE '€ R U AR R R

XV~ of]

Ly

S AND LEADS REBELLION; |
RUSS ORDER AND ANARCHY '

WITTE REAL CZAR
OF THE RUSSIAS

Man Hated by the Romanoffs Now
Rules Supreme in the
Capital,

But Over Witte Is the ‘‘Union of
Unions,’’ as Power Behind
Throne.

Journal Bpecial Berwice. -

St. Petersburg, Nov, 16,—All here is
a dream. The Russia of today is en-
tirely unlike the Russia of a few weeks
ago. This rapid change is bewildering.

Ome picks up a_newspaper at ha.za.rﬁ.
It contains a terribly insulting personal
attack on the whilom dreaded General
Trepoff. It grinds him to dust in the
street. Newspapers appear to so speak
at every corner.

‘‘Buy the Voice of the People,’”’
yells one leather-lunged youth. “%‘irst
number of New Life’’ echoes another.
Omne buys a copy of New Life. It rep-
resents the workingmen. In bold, black
type is the announcement:

‘According to agreement with the
union of the press this paper is pub-
lished without having been submitted
to the censor. The promised enact-
ment, giving freedom to the press has
not vet been made effective, but the

ress by common consent has taken the
aw into its own hands. It defies the

censor.”’
King of Democrats.

_The Winter Palace is occupled by that
king of democrats, Sergius Witte, the
man hated by the emperor and the
enemy of the grand dukes. And Coun-
tess Witt is there, too, waited on by
imperial servants. He who until a few
weeks a[,io had been banned from ap-
pearing 1n court, Count Witte, is wvir-
tually in supreme command
great country.

He has shown a taste of his tem-
per by .dismissing four peccant gov-
ernors of provinces in oneday, and at
his belt hang the politiedl Eml s of
six ministers who_fafl- the same .day.
~ The droshk dnvux_js'_nn.longg‘fcthe
‘ihmble 1ndividual he was a few weeks
aglo. As he passes the policeman he
‘ealls that funectionary an ugly name
and the policeman says mever a word.

The ‘‘Union of Unions,”’ the new
and admirably organized combination
of labor interests of the empirs, pub-
lishes daily its deecisions upon guestions
of political interest of moment.

The Real Ruler.

Count Witte popularly is supposed to
be in supreme command of everything,
True, he rules nearly supreme. But in
his_turn he_is ruled by the *‘Urion of
Unions.”’ Tt ean, it .t wishes, destrcy
him and all his efforts by a word. Will
it _give him timef ¢4Yeag,’’ replies the
¢‘Union of Unions,”’ ‘‘but you must
dismiss Trepoff.”’

Witte liked Trepoff and fouund in him
a supporter. But he had to dismiss him,
for the ‘‘Union of Unions’’ so willed.

‘‘Tf Russia is to be saved {rom :he
terrors of general anarchy the neople
must have patience.”’ Such is the cry
of Witte in this great moment of triul,
the greatest in the history of the coun-

of this

Y.
The terrifying truth is that at the

% | present moment only a slender thread
s | stands between renovated, reconstruct-

ed, liberated Russia and anarchy let
loose thruout this ill-starred country on
a scale that the world never has known.
The thread is held in the hands of Witte
and should it snap, desolation, disorder,
bloodshed and even civil war are sure
to follow. Witte makes an urgent, al-
most piteous appeal to the people, ask-
ing them to be patient.

Witte at the Helm,

Meantime, as half of the ministers
have resigned and the new ones have
not yet been installed, the future pre-
mier is earrying on the government of
all the Russias with his own hands and
upon his own responsibility. ?
The other day he said: ‘‘Russia is
in a most dangerous position. The only
thing that ean save her is a complete
overhauling and a thoro change in her
administrative methods, and if it is not
done soon it will be too late. The man
who undertakes it must have special
powers.”’ .

His

% | sincerity is unimpeachable.

= | doubt lies in the questi
< | people will give him time.

-I the distr_ilmtion of the

% | ganizing committees.

Witte today has those powers.

He will
He hates
the

sweep away the bureaueracy.
the bureaucrats as the curse of
country. He will sweep their power
away relentlessly. He knows all the
tricks and how to counteract them, and
will enjoy doing it. He has the fullest
faith in his own powers. His only
ion whether the

Custodian of Relief Funds.

Baron Gunsberg, a well-known Jew-
ish philanthropist of ®&t. Petersburg,
has reccived imperial authorization for
Jewish
funds raised in America,” England and
other foreign countries. He is now or-

The advices being received here in-
dicate that mueh money will Te-
uired and the major ‘portion of the
unds on hand will immediately be
distributed to provide those who are in

:| urgent need with food and other neces-
| gities of life.

M'KINLEY MONUMENT'S
CORNERSTORE LAID

Canton, Ohio, Nov. 16.—In the pres-
ence of Mrs. McKinley, the trustees of
the McKinley National Memorial asso-
ciation, other noted guests and citizens
and school children of Canton, the cor-
nerstone of the MecKinley monument,
the gift of thé American people, was
formally laid today. Justice W. R. Day
presided. i

During the ceremonies Mrs. MeKinley
sat on a platform erected at the monu-
ment., She was garbed in deep black
and heavily veiled. Among the trus-
tees present were Vice President Fair-

banks and Postmaster General Cortel-
yor ’

THOUSANDS ENLISTED
BY RUSS PRETENDER

relief |

-

HELNT DT P S
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DICTATOR RUMOR
ALARMS BOURSE

Russian Capital Stirred by Re- - .
ports of New Uprising
in South,

Czar Counsels with His Cabinet
Over the Situation in
Russia.

Bt. Petersburg, Nov. 16.—5:45 p.m.—
A false emperor has suddenly made his .
appearance near Penza and already his
followers number 50,000.

This is the startling report receiveds
t.l;mkafternoon in a dispateh from Bim-

1TBK.

Peuza is in the heart of the vast
regllon extending westward from the
Volga, where agrarian uprisings on a
large scale have been occurring, and if
the report turns out to be true that the
pretender to the throne has placed him-
self at the head of the peasantry, the
government will soon face, besides its
other troubles, a formidable agrarian
rebellion. It required a vear to sup-
press the famous rebellion Ied by Pugat-
fcheff, who impersonated the dethroned
and murdered Peter III in the time of
Catherine II. That uprising was started
in the same region on the banks of the

Volga.
Rumor of a Dictator.

A panic prevailed on the bourse to-
day as the result of & rumor that the
Grand Duke Nicholas Nicholoaieviteh,
commander of the imperial guards had
been appointed military dietator. There
was a stampede of holders of industrial
stocks who hastened to unload. Gov-
ernment lotteries fell 25 points to 400,
and imperial fours dropped to 834, a
lower point than touched at any time
during the war.

M. Vouich, chief of Premier Witte’s
chancellory, authorized the Associated
Press to positively deny the rumors
that a dictator had been appointed. He
also declared that it had not been de-,
cided to declare martial law in St. Pe-
tergbutg = v e ¢

__Cahinet in Session. W

A special meeting of the cabinet, with
Emperor Nicholas presiding, is being
held this afternoon at Tsarskoe-Selo to
consider the sitnation. This is the first
meeting of the eabinet held under the
direet presideney of his majesty since.
the ereation of a responsible ministry.
The emperor, who arrived at the palace
at Tsarskoe-Selo last night from Peter-
Lof, called today’s meeting upon Count
Witte’s suggestion.

Yesterday’s meeting of the ministers
at Count Witte’s residence in the an-
nex of the winter palace was prolonged
until 3 o’clock this morning. After it
ended Count Witte decided to make a
personal appeal to the workmen an
drafted the following, which was sent™
today to the factories, mills and other
works and posted thruout the industrial

d

section:
Witte Appeals to Workers.
‘‘Brother Workmen: Get to your

work. Cease making disturbances and
have pity on vour wives and children.
Do not listen to bad advice. The em-
peror has ordered us to devote special
attention to the labor question. For
this purpose his majesty has created a
ministry of trade and commerce which
must especially seek to establish just
relations between workmen and employ-
ers. Have patience. All that is possi-
ble will be done for yvou. Listen to
tho advice of a man who sympathizes
with vou and wishes you well.

The Workmen’s Reply.

When the above appeal was read to 3
the workmen at the Westinghouse i
works, the leaders replied: |

““Witte promises us a soft bed, bot - -
in the meantime we must sleep om a
hard one.””’ 5

Like ghe workmen of other factories
the Westinghouse employees informed
the manager that the strike wouiddpm-
ceed until Saturday, when it would be
decided whether to continue it or call

it off.
Outlook Improved.

The outlook is much less threatening
today, the $encml strike promising to
collapse within a few days. The appeal
to the country to join in the movement
met with no response, and the dissen-
sions in the workmen’s council are in-
creasing.

It is now apparent that extremists
took the oceasion to order a general
strike hastily and without due prepara-
tign, in the belief that the whole coun-
try would rise at their bidding and
continue the revolutionary movement.
Having once demonstrated the power
of a general strike as a weapon with
which to terrorize the government, the
leaders believed they ecould invoke it
at & moment’s notice, but popular sym-
pathy failed to respond and the leaders
are reluctantly compelled to admit that
they eannot foree a last-ditéh fight, but
must content themselves with calling
the present strike a ‘ demonstration.”’

Toilers Opposed Strike.

While the organized workmen of St.
Petersburg obeyed the order to strike,
many did so grumblingly. In the face
of winter, and the necessity of provid- |
ing for their families, many of them did
not want to stop work. At the Russo- :
American Rubber Works this mornin, b
antistrikers beat off and drove away
strike deputation, which came to order
the workmen out. 3 1

_None of the papers, except the Offi-
cial Messenger, appeared this*morning,
but the printers of each newspaper
themselves published fly sheets am-
nouneing that the strike was for the
purpose of abolishing the state of s!fe, .
the death penalty and martial Jaw
thruout Poland. g

It is now definitely established that = '
ery set up by the socialist leaders ..

LTS '

against the exeention of the Kronstadt
mutineers was premature, as their
have not vet actually begun. 3

_The snowstorm which
night i8 still raging today.
many patrols in the streets,
is quiet.
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