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h M T . Collins turned up on 'change 
c 1 la ter . His na r ty arr ived early this 
2 i morning and had not gone to bed. His 
1 .brother , W. W. Collins, was in the ho-
L- i l t e l , but got out safely. Much fear 
j£,«!was enter tained for Isaac Atwater , who 
& t t has lived a t the hotel for years, and 
§} „ whose great age made his safety a mat

te r of much concern. John Atwater 
wired from New York inquiring about 
him. Judge Atwater has always been 
an early riser and was up and s i t t ing 

Out Off by Smoke. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Not t of Minne
apolis, who occupied rooms on the sixth 
floor, had a narrow escape. 

" I was but par t ia l ly r o b e d , " said 
Mr. Nott , " b u t because of the dense 
smoke did not wait to dress. With 
my wife I made my wav by groping 
along the wall to the stairs . We tr ied 
to go down, but found the smoke so 
suffocatingly dense tha t we dashed 
back and into one of the bedrooms. I 
smashed a window with my hand, so 
tha t we could get a litt le fresh air. 
This revived us some, and once more 
we hurried into the corridor and this 
t ime made for the fire escape. This 
we reached in safety and wo were 
able to climb down i t , wi th consider
able discomfort and exertion, safely 
to the g r o u n d . " 

Women Found Unconscious. 

Mrs. Day and her maid Mrs. Ding, 
who occupied room 508, had a close 
call. They were discovered uncon
scious m their room by Lieutenant 
Mullane of Station No. 1, and District 
Chief Hurmane. These firemen car
ried them downstairs to the drug store 

go down first. H e was 
game clear thru, tho, and refused to' do 
so. There was no t ime to discuss i t . 
So down 1 star ted. I t was an awful 
descen't. I d idn ' t have a st i tch of 
clothing on except my undershirt . M y 
companion was nearly as badly off. We 
both finally got down in safety, but 
were cold and stiff. 

Have Narrow Escape. 

Jn their nightelothes and fighting 
their way thru darkness and smoke, 
A. E. Dorion of Chicago and A. A. 
White, 545 Syndicate Arcade, Minne-

-apolis, barely escaped wi th their lives 
at the West hotel fire this morning. Mr. 
Dorion, tell ing of their escape, said: 

" M r . Whi te and I were in room 460. 
I had not slept well all n ight long and 
was awakened by Mr. W h i t e ' s leaving 
the room about 5 o'clock. I failed to 
get to sleep again and, as I had left 
a call for 7:30, lav awake wai t ing for 
my bell. Mr. White in the meantime 
had gone to the window. I t was short
ly after 7 o'clock and the ffire had al
ready s tar ted. The first int imation T 
had of i t came from White , who called 
to me tha t there was a commotion 
across the street . I rose quickly and 
went to the window, from which I saw 
tha t people were crowding the street 
and could hear the fire gongs. 

" ' T h e r e ' s a fire across the street, 
Whi t e , ' I said, a t the same t ime urg
ing him to come back to bed. He main
tained, however, t h a t the blaze was in 
the hotel. I also got a Strong whiff 
of smoke. 

" T h r o w i n g an overcoat around me 
and slipping on my shoes, I s tar ted 
for the door, but was met by a mass of 
inrushing flames and smoke, coming 
from the airshaft near our room. White 

„ , „ „ , ,, j was in his nightgown, his clothes under 
on the first floor. There they were re- h a n d t o g e t h e r w e m a d e a rush 
yived, and some time after were t a k e n : ^ o r ^ e ^ai l . 

-*<?» 

FIRE RAN UP SHAFT^ 
PENNING GUESTS IN 

, i ^ ^ 
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WEST FACADE OF THE HOTEL 
Cross Shows Wind ow Whence Miss M. E. Hodges Jump© d to Hsr Dearth. 

back to their room, where both are in : < < w h e n w e r e a c h e d the passage, I 
an exhausted condition and under medi- j s t a r t e d t o c a l l < w h i c h w a y ? ' and a fire-
cai t rea tment . : m a n < w hose voice seemed to come from. 

Broke Window wi th Fis t . a long distance, answered. Together 
. . T , , . , . „ , I we made our wav toward him, bu t lost 
" I consider I am lucky to still be i h v o i c e i n t h e c o n f u s i o n . I c o u l d find 

alive, said H. W g M y o f Chicago, • fire e a c a p e . 
who occupied room 659. " T heard the | << T h e b o a r d s w e r e n o t and bl is ter ing bells r inging thruout the hotel, but 
thought li t t le of it . Suddenly I real
ized t h a t i t Tias a fire alarm. I 
jumped out of bed and looked into the 
court on which the window to my room 
opened. Smoke was pouring out of win
dows below and above me. Grabbing 
m> clothing, I opened the door and 
rushed into the hall. 

" T h e heat was awful. I t seemed to 

tho, and this was the best I could get. 
I don ' t like i t , t h o . ' 

" F o r a time he seemed to forget all 
about it and then the fever came On 
him again. I assured him tha t every
th ing was safe and tha t the building 
was fireproof and -could not burn. I t 
did not seem to satisfy him, tho, and 
he was evidently ill a t ease. 

" H e said tha t he did not expect to 
sleep and kept referring to his fear of 
fire in a ' s t range hotel building. I 
stayed with him longer than usual on 
account of his mood and when I left 

. . , ~ ~>„ k*m * n e * e a r seemed to have passed and art crawiert to r a mo- he a p p e a r e d m o r e c h e e r f u L
 Vj n o t i c e d 

hand touched wha t th« firo A * ™ ™ «« T ™«T,+ n. 

W h i t e ' s feet. We got down on our 
hands and knees and crawled for a mo 
ment, when my 
seemed to be a 
to be the servants 
we hurried. Ten minutes longer and 
we would both have been burned to 
d e a t h . " 

r hand touched wha t t h e fa e s fts j t . p T o b a b l y 

ti"IWu7,.T,5'flStSr b e c a u s e o f ̂  t a l k w i < * Somerville, and 
* ^ ^ 1 ° ^ * ? ^ " was lucky I did for I d o u b t ' i f I 

A. A. White , who l ives on the cor-
, , , r . , ., . . ner of Tenth street and Fi rs t avenue S, 

eat right into one. I leached the s tairs w a f l v i s i t i n a Mr. Dorion. Both men lost 
and star ted down. On tho_ landing J [ g o m e v a l u a b l e s , bu t Dorion J8 samples, 

a m o m i £ j n g ^0 about $7,000, were 
saved. 

Flames Woke Him Up . 
A. G. Burton of Denver, who occu

pied room 361 on the th i rd floor, was 
awakened shortly after 7 o'clock b y 
the flames flashing up past his window. 

" I hurried to the w i n d o w . " says 
Mr. Burton, " a n d threw up the sash. 
I had an inside room, opening on one 
end of the court. From a window 
diagonally across from mine, flames 
and smoke were pouring. The tongues 
of fire shot out a t least twenty feet 
from the window and licked the glass 
of my sash. The heat as %oon as I 
opened my window, was unbearablt \ 
and I had to back away from i t . 

" I grabbed my clothes and in spite 
of the smoke managed to hur ry th ru 
the hall to the stairs and got down in 
safety. The halls were filled wi th half-
dressed people. A number were haul
ing their t runks alon'g and down the 
stairs. I t was a case of everybody 
look out for No. 1. I consider myself 
very lucky to get off as easily as I did. 

felt myself being overcome bv the 
smoke. In desperation I smashed with 
inv bare hand at the window on the 
stair landing I cut myself badlv. bu t 
J got some fresh air. I t gave me new 
life. T n a d e another dash down the 
s ta i rs and finaJlv found myself in 
safetv on the first floor." 

Saved Another. 

" I was awakened from a sound sleep 
by the shrieking of a w o m a n , " said 
Dr. A. L. Marks of Spokane, who occu
pied room 740. " T h e phone bell in 
mv room d idn ' t ring, but I could hear 
the fire alarm call j ingling m rooms on 
each side of mine. I opened the door 
into the hall, and as I did so m plunged 
a man, Ted Jones of Appleton. H e was 
delirious thru the excitement and the 
inhaling of quanti t ies of smoke which 
filled the hall. He rushed to my win
dow, smashed the glass wi th his bare 
hands, cut t ing them badly, and would 
have jumped to the stone sidewalk in 
front of the hotel, seven stories below, 
had I not caught him. . 

" I threw him down so t h a t his head 
hung out of the window and he could 
breathe some fresh air, for by th is t ime 
my room was choking full of the smoke. 
After he had part ia l ly recovered I 
soaked two towels wi th water , t ied one 
about his head and the other about 
minte. I then half dragged him out 
into the hall and down the passage t,o 
where I knew the fire escape was lo
cated. Of course I could see nothing 
and had to grope my way along. I 
stumbled over the body of some poor 
unfor tunate fellow who lay groaning in 
t h e hall, unconscious and overcome by 
the smoke. I longed to wai t and help 
him, but I could not rescue two men 
and the one wi th me was all I 
could handle. I guess the fellow in 
the hall was Somerville, who I after
wards learned was suffocated on t h a t 
floor. 

" W e l l , I finally got to the fire escape 
wi th Jones. After I got him out on 
the fire escape, he revived in the fresh 
air so as to be able to help himself and 
to go down alone. We were both bare
footed and i t was a terrible task. The 
fools who buil t the fire escape made i t 
of square iron rods for rungs, aWd in
stead of put t ing the flat sides of t h e 
squares up, pu t one edge up. I t was 
like t reading on a series of dull knives, 
a n d as much as we could do to bear 
the pain without falling. 

" T h e room I had occupied was r ight 
next to the one from which a man 
jumped and was killed. At no stage in' 
the game did I th ink of jumping. • On 
the contrary, I made up my mind to 
remain in m'v rooms and be suffocated if 

* i t came to the worst, in preference to 
jumping and having my brain' dashed 
out on the stone walk b e l o w . " 

Woman Spread Alarm. 
F . E . Beal of Detroit , Mich., who oc

cupied No. 410, an outside room, says he 
believes he owes his life to some un
known gentleman and lady. 

" S o m e man broke into my room, 
smashing my door . ' ' H e was followed 
b y a woman, evidently his wife, who 
was endeavoring with him to awaken 
all who were sleeping tha t they might 
be saved. Looking in the hall I could 
see dense smoke, wi th occasionally a 
tongue of flame shooting th ru i t . I 
lost sight of the woman and man' and 
was groping my way in the choking 
smoke when a fireman bumped into me. 
H e immediately took me in charge and 
guided me to the stairs . After tha t , 
escape was an easy m a t t e r . ' ' 

John S. Fillmore, a Minneapolis t rav-
eling man, had an' experience which he 

' will never forget. He occupied room 
661. 

" I found the hall so choked wi th 
smoke t h a t i t was useless to t ry to 
make the long run to the nearest stairs. 
I made my way to a window. I n 

' doing so, I stumbled over the body of a 
; man. I pulled the man along to the 
o window with me s,o t h a t he could get 
^ fresh air. I n a few minutes he re-
\ ~ vived. For tunate ly , there were a series 

, of those scaling ladders from the win
dow down. I looked out. I t was a 

> dizzy th ing to a t tempt to go down 
^ those frail, swaying things, bu t i t was 
*' " our only chance. I t was life or death. 
- I wanted the fellow I had pulled to the 

should have been able to find i t other
wise. ' ' 

The room clorw who placed Mr. Somer
ville said today tha t Mr. Somerville 
objected to the seventh-floor room and 
took i t only as a last resort. H e oven 
waited for some t ime to see if some 

dent to me t h a t I could not ,stand the 
smoke in any position bu t in crawling. 
And so I worked myself along the pas
sage, squirming along on my stomach. 

" I believe I thus made my way for 
nearly a block, before I came to t h e 
fire escape in the rear. This I went 
down and landed safely in the alley. 
The heat was something almost beyond 
endurance in the hall thru which I had 
passed, but I realized tha t to let up for 
a moment might be to let mvBelf die, 
and I made superhuman efforts ." 

Dangled on Long Rope. 

Miss Gladys Mabie, who with her 
grandmother, Mrs. Emaline Barlow and 
Mrs. W. C. Aarons occupied room No. 
764, on the seventh jfloor, had an excit
ing experience. Miss Mabie is a young 
woman of about seventeen years. Her 
grandmother was taken down a ladder 
by Captain John Berwin, who fell with 
his struggling load and was killed. 

" I was so excited I can tell but l i t t le 
about i t a l l , " Miss Mabie said. " T h e 
ringing of the hotel bells woke us all 

seemed to be all right. I did not get 
dressed, bu t went back to bed. A few 
moments la ter a chambermaid came to 

and was roused by the call of fire. I n 
her a t tempt to find the fire escape she 
became confused and opened the wrong 
window. Stepping out on the lodge, 
she swayed a moment, probably blinded 
and overcome by smoke, and either 
jumped or fell to the ground. She fell 
into the narrow stairway to the Turk
ish ba th parlors in the basement and 
was instant ly killed. She had evidently 
been hurriedly roused and was excited. 
She had made no at tempt to clothe 
herself and her nightrobe was torn 
from her body in the fall or while she 
was climbing thru the window. 

Miss Hodges has t raveled for the 
Universi ty Extension lecture course for 
some time. She had but recently moved 
to the West hotel from the Holmes ho
tel, where most of her effects are still 
stored. She was t aken to the morgue 
and after identification was moved to 
undertaking rooms. 

She was a t first taken for Miss Alice 
Larson, an employee of the house, who 
was missing and reported to have 
jumped to the alley. 

J . B. Peisniger of New York was 
the seeou'd person to meet death in 
the alley next the theater . In an at
tempt to jump to the roof of the thea
ter he fell far short and struck head 
foremost in the alley. He was horri
bly mangled and disfigured by the fall 
and was instantly killed. H a d he suc
ceeded in reaching the roof of the 
theater, the result would probably have 
been the same as his room was on the 
seventh floor and the theater is bu t two 
stories high. 

Mr. Peisniger ' s death was witnessed 
by James Wilson, a porter in the thea
ter , who stood on the theater fire 

who accompanied the Spiesbergers, was 
also burned and cannot l ive. 

R. W. Munzer of Minneapolis,, a 
friend of the Spiesbergers, now has 
charge of the dying Chicagoans. As 
soon as they were removed from the 
burning hotel he had them removed to 
the city hospital and engaged eminent 
doctors. 

Mr. and Mrs. Spiesberger and Mr. 
Swisky occupied suite 762-64-66-68, on 
the seventh floor of the hotel. Mrs. 
Spiesberger and Mr. Swisky rushed into 
the hall, which was filled wi th flames, 
and both were horribly burned. Mr. 
Spiesberger was taken from his bed, 
half suffocated. 

Mr. and Mrs. Spiesberger had been 
v is i t in" in t h e "city since Tuesday. 
They had intended to depart for home 
this morning. Their property was 

1>acked and they were prepared to 
eave.g 

Mr. Spiesberger is engttfed in the 
manufacture or clothing Tn Chicago, 
and is a prominent citizen. 

T H I E V E S W E K E ABSENT 

my door and pounding on i t called to escape, watching the fire in the hotel, 
me t h a t t he house was on fire and to " I Saw him stand a second and j u m p " 

His jump did not be-

Fierce F igh t for Life. 

Ted D. Jones, who occupied room 
734 on the ill-fated seventh floor, was 
one of the pa r ty t h a t escaped by means 
of the lone fireescape on the building. 
H e was m the same pa r ty with C. H. 
Wright of Kalamazoo, Mich., who dis
covered the escape and called to the 
others to come. Mr. Jones had his fin
gers severely pinched and bruised, bu t 
counts himself lucky to have escaped. 

" W e had a terrible t i m e , " said he. 
" I t r ied to count t he doors and reach 
the escape in t h a t wav but could not , 
I was nearly all in and had I not sesn 

hurry out. I opened the door and smoke 
poured into my room from the passage
way. I grabbed my clothes in one hand 
and satchel in the other, having first 
put the end of a wet towel in my mouth 
so tha t I could breathe in the smoke. 

' • I rushed down the hall, bu t had 
gone only a l i t t le distance when the 
smoke was too much for me. T fell 
and lost my clothes, tho I still clung 
to the. satchel. Somehow I again re
covered my feet and 'found the fire es
cape. The sash was closed. I first 
smashed the elass wi th my satchel, 
then took hold of the sash and 
wrenched out the whole casing. 'You 
must be a giant , ' said a fellow who 
had come up to where I was. I looked 
a t the sash t h a t I had ripped out later , 
and myself d o n ' t see where I got t h e 
s t rength to do i t with. I then went 
back into the hall and yelled, ' t h i s 
way t o the fire escape. ' 'Where , 
where? ' came back cries in the smoke. 

" I kept calling, and half-dressed 

f uests came to me like a flock of sheep, 
t JnaA been absolutely impossible to 

see the red light a t the fire escape be
cause of the dense smoke. We all then 
hurried down the fire escape. I guess 
there were twenty-five or th i r ty in our 
par ty . I have lost my coat with 4,000 
miles of railroad mileage in it , and cre
dential mileage with some $160 of re
bates in it . If anyone finds it , I wish 
they would send i t to the McClellan 
Pape r company . " 

OLD MERGER CASE 
IS IN THE HOUSE 

REMOVING THE FIRE'S AWFUL HARVEST 
• Carrying Out the Bodies of the Dead for Removal to the Morgue. 

other room lower down might not be 
„ ,, - . T , , . - -:-,- vacated. The fire escape found by Mr. 
a man wi th a towel over his face would | Wright was the means of saving a have gone under. I heard someone 
groaning in a room, but could do noth
ing as I was barely able to move my
self. La te r I heard someone say, 
'Th i s way to the fire escape. ' 

" T h e r e were three in our par ty . W e 
were barefooted and the way those 
cold, sharp rungs on t h a t escape cut 
our feet was something awful. Half 
way down we overtook a man in blue 
pajamas, who said he was all in and 
tha t his feet would cary him no far
ther. He followed us tho and reached 
the g r o u n d . " 

Unknown Hero Saves Actress. 

Miss Sarah Whiteford, the leading 
woman of the Lyceum Stock company 
was roused jus t in* t ime. She had no 
t ime to clothe herself. Some man 
whom she does not know roused her, 
covered her wi th some hast i ly col
lected wraps and carried her to safe
ty . Tho somewhat overcome she is 
safe a t the Holmes hotel. 

Carried Own F i r e Escape. 

James I . Gulick, who- was on the 
fifth floor had his hand cut in making 
his escape. He* credits his life to a 
Dubuque fire escape. H e had gome dif
ficulty in finding a window tha t was 
not screened a'n'd in finally breaking 
one cut his hand. " I have carried 
tha t contrivance for five y e a r s , " said 
he, " a n d this is the first t ime I ever 
was obliged to use i t . I was nearlv 
all in, and would have lost mv lif^ 
without i t . " * 

Aged Woman Saved. 
Mrs. M. A. Wyman an old lady of 

80 years was rescued by a fireman from 
her room on the fifth floor. She was 
not hur t anti took the entire affair ve rv 
coolly. J 

Tim Murphy ' s Escape. 
. Tim Murphy, the comedian, who was 
m the hotel during the fire, says: 

ii * ?TO a ^? k € !P e d s u dden ly by the 
call of ' F i r e ! ' I rushed to the door, 
but the smoke was so dense tha t I was 
unable to get out. However, my wife 
got some towels, and, soaking them in 
water , gave me one. She tied the other 
about her face, and we managed to 
grope our way into the hall. 

" T h e r e are no words to describe the 
scene in t h a t hall. Everyone was run
ning about half naked, women were 
screaming, and a t the end of the hall 
someone was breaking the glass of the 
window. 

" A t length we got down stairs, 
heaven knows how, and af ter borrow
ing some clothes, went up to the Eogers 
hotel. 

Williams' Resolution to Ask In

formation Is to Be Favor

ably Reported. 

large number of guests, who otherwise 
would have suffocated in their rooms 
and in the halls. 

" D o n ' t Jump! D o n ' t J u m p ! " 

John A. Hogerty , manager of " T h e 
Darl ing of the G o d s , " occupied an out
side room on the th i rd floor, 870, and 
tells an interest ing story. He awoke 
about 7:15 when called a t his door. 
" D o n ' t jump! Don ' t j u m p ! " said the 
voice. 

" I opened the door of my r o o m , " 
said Mr. Hogerty, " a n d saw the passage 
waa choking with smoke. My room was 
nearly opposite the elevator shaft, 
which I could see was a l l aflame. I 
hesitated. During the few moments I 
wai ted T managed to get into some 
clothing and some man who passed gave 
me a light coat. Then a fireman showed 
up, and directed me to the nearest stairs , 
down which I hurried. I was unhurt 
and consider myself a very lucky m a n . " 

Braved Heat and Smoke. 
T. K. Chaigton of New York, who 

occupied room 605 on the sixth floor, 
had his face and hands terr ibly blis
tered. He was interviewed by a Jour 
nal reporter in the hotel lobbly after 
his face had been bandaged and he was 
barely able to peep out between the 
cloth bands. H e had a close escape 
from suffocation. 

' ' My room was about four doors from 
the elevator s h a f t , " he said. " U p the 
shaft the flames were roaring and the 
smoke issuing m a terrible cloud. To 
my mind, there was no t ime to spare. 
The heat in the corridor was terrific. 
I slipped on my shirt and trousers and 
hurried into the hall . I t was soon evi-

tv: The Itch Fiend 
<»T t >That is Salt Rheum or Eczema,—one ot 
H>v the outward manifestations of scrofula. 
p - I t comes in itching, burning, oozing, dry-
g*r ing, and scaling patches, on the face, head 
p y hands, legs or body. 
I ^ - ' I t cannot be cured by outward applica-
Wi tlona,—the blood must be rid of the im-
*fe* purity to which it is due. 

Hood'sSarsapariUa 
7' Has cored the most persistent and difficult 
i cases. Accept no substitute for Hood's; no 

tiubstitute acts like i t . -" ... 

up, Smoke filled the rooms. Then the 
firemen made their appearance. A man 
took my grandmother, and then another 
fireman camo and got me. He had a 
long rope. This he t ied t ight ly about 
me, under my arms and around my 
waist, and let me down out of the front 
window. I t was an awful sensation to 
be dangling in the air a t the end of a 
line, seven stories above the stone side
walk. I was terr ibly frightened, but 
t r ied to keep my head as clear as pos
sible. My rescuer finally let me down 
in safety on the balcony of the hotel 
."just above the first floor. From there 
i t was an easy mat ter to get down. 
But I am terr ibly worried about my 
people . ' ' 

Jus t a t t h a t moment a fireman in
truded in the group of reporters about 
the young girl. 

" Y o u r mother is all safe and resting 
in room 310, M i s s , " he said. " Y o u 
can go up to her if you w a n t . " 

" O h , is she really, really, all s a f e , " 
cried the girl in an ecstacy of joy. " I 
must go to her r ight off." 

Between the girl and the stairs lead
ing to the floors above was a river of 
water ankle deep. The girl looked per-

Elexed b minute. " H e r e , Miss, I ' l l 
x y o u , " cried the fireman, and tuck

ing the l i t t le lady under his arm, he 
soon placed her in safety on the first 
s tep of the stairs , up which she swift
ly ran to seek her mother. 

Smoke H i d Bed Light . 

Charles H. Wright of Kalamazoo, 
Mich., secretary and general manager 
of the Kalamazoo Stat ionery company, 
tells a story of an exciting experience. 

" I was called a t 7 a .m. , " he said, 
" i n response to an order left with the 
clerk the"night before. I answered the 
telephone a t tha t hour and everything 

Washington, ' J an . 10.—Eepresenta-
t ive John Sharp Wil l iams ' resolution 
requesting the at torney general to in
form the house whether criminal prose
cutions have been inst i tuted against 
the corporations or individuals found 
guil ty of entering into unlawful com
binations in connection with the North
ern Securities case, was considered by 
the house committee on judiciary to
day. Several amendments 'were made 
to "the resolution and the committee de
cided to report favorably on i t in the 
following form: 

"Eeso lved , That the a t torney general 
is requested, if not in his judgment in
compatible with the public interest, to 
inform the house whether any criminal 
prosecutions have been inst i tuted by 
the department of justice against the 
individuals or corporations who were 
adjudged recently by the supreme court 
of the United Sta tes in the Northern 
Securities case to be guilty of having 
violated the laws of the United States 
by entering into unlawful communica
tions in restraint of inters ta te com
merce. ' ' 

said Wilson 
gin to carry him across the narrow al 
ley, in fact he struck only about seven 
feet from the hotel wall. He turned 
several t imes in« his fall,, but struck 
head downward. I t was awful. H e 
collapsed completely and did not move 
afterward. His brains were spattered 
over the walls of both bu i ld ings . " 

Mr. Peisniger was a travel ing sales
man. His home address is given as 
451 East Eighty-fourth street, New 
York. 

Clinton Lamme of West Point , N . Y., 
was on the seventh floor, where there 
was the greatest loss of life. He oc
cupied room 761. He was found in* his 
room dead from fire and smoke. His 
face was severely burned and black
ened, but had evidently been overcome 
by the smoke before the fire broke into 
his room. 

Lamme was a West Point cadet and 
was on his way to his home in Bozeman, 
Mont., for a visit . He stopped over in 
Minneapolis to see his aunt, Mrs. Ar
thur Place, 812 Eas t Fourteenth street. 

Captain Berwin 's Heroic Death. 
The most t ragic death was tha t of 

Captain Berwin of Truck No. 1, who 
fell from the seventh floor on the Fif th 
street side, while in the act of saving 
Mrs. Emaline Barlow, an aged woman, 
who had been overcome -with smoke. 

As soon as the t ruck was in place, 
Captain Berwin himself was the first 
to go up the ladder and break in the 
windows of the smoke-filled rooms. 
Groping his way about in the ( corner 
rooms of the seventh floor he' found 
Mrs. Barlow, nearly unconscious from 
the smoke and heat. Placing her upon 
his back he crawled out of the window 
and s tar ted down the scaling ladder to 
the main ladder below. When he was 
about in the middle of the scaling lad
der, between the sixth and seventh 
floors, his belt , which held Mrs. Barlow 
to his back, broke, and he lost his bal
ance. Knowing t h a t his own life was 
lost, he threw the woman to one side 
with almost superhuman strength. 
She fell on top of a projecting window 
and was saved. Unable to get a new 
hold, Berwin reeled, clutched wildly for 
something tha t might save him, and 
then fell headlong to the pavement a t 
the feet of a thousand breathless spec
ta tors . 
- With screams of horror the women 
crowded back, while a crowd of curi
ous men closed m and hampered the 
police, who had picked up the lifeless 
body, endeavoring to take i t to some 
less conspicuous place. 

No Oases of Thefts During F i re Have 
Been Beported. 

There was a pleasing lack of the 
ghoulish thievery t h a t ofen a t tends 
such fires, t ak ing advantage of the ex
citement. Fr iends of t h e dead and in
jured and the guests were allowed to 
visit their rooms under police protec
tion, and in every case found things 
as they had been left. All the avail
able officers, both tuniformed and plain 
clothes, were detailed to the hotel and, 
wi th the firemen and salvage corps men, 
rendered valuable assistance. 

I n the rooms of the Spiesbergers a 
considerable amount of money was re
covered, together with other valuables. 
Tr inkets and valuables dropped in the 
halls b y the guests in their hurried-
flight were picked up by the officers 
ana re turned to the hotel office. By 
guarding the s ta irways the curious and 
others who would have flooded the 
building, were kept in check. 

AT T H E MORGUE 

Met Death in Their Booms. 

E igh t Bodies Awai ted Identification 
There a t One Time. 

-The county morgue presented a grue
some scene, and a t one t ime there were 
eight bodies there awai t ing identifica
tion. Only four slabs are provided a t 
the morgue, and emergency slabs were 
made of coffins turned bottom-side up. 
The dead were laid out in the different 
rooms in order t h a t friends oould make 
the identifications without crowding 
any one room. 

Crowds of curious persons flocked t o 
the morgue out of morbid curiosity, 
knowing tha t they could be of no aid, 
and were only in the way of Coroner 
J . M. Kist ler and Morgue Keeper Pe te r 
Morton. Even after they had viewed 
the bodies they hung about the build
ing, blocking the way for others who 
might be of service. 

A V E T E R A N GRAIN M A N 

William G. Nicholls H a d Been in Bntl-
nees Here Since 1886. 

William G. Nicholls w a s 46 years of 
age and a Canadian by b i r th . He had 
lived in Minneapolis since 1886 and had 
been in the grain t rade continuously. 
The old firm was Nicholls & Barnes, but 
is now Nicholls & Taylor. Mr. Nich
olls was also a member of the firm of 
McKindley & Nicholls of Duluth, and 
was manager and par t owner or_ the 
Great Eas tern Elevator company of 
Minneapolis. H e was a member of the 
Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce and 
the Commercial club. 

The Nicholls family residence is near 
Areola, Lake Minnetonka. # Mr. Nich
olls was unmarried. He is survived 
by his father, W. W. Nicholls, J . E. 
Nicholls, a brother, and a sister, Miss 
Eva Nicholls. The family is now at 
L a Jolla, Cal. 

B ' N a i Br i th Lodge Acts . 
The local lodge of B ' n a i Br i th has 

taken charge o f t h e bodies of William 
Block, John Peisinger and J . B. Wolf, 
killed in the West hotel fire. The lodge 
will have a special -meeting this even
ing a t 414 Guaranty building to ar
range for the care and disposition of 
the l emai r s . ' 

TO OTOE A OOID IK ONE DAY 
Take Laxative Bromo Quinine TabletB.^ Drug
gists refund money If It falls to cure. E. W. 
Grove's signature is on each box 25c. 

REPRIEVE GRANTED 
DOOMED MURDERESS 

Trenton, N. J., J an . 10.—Mrs. Tolla, 
under sentence of death for murder, 
was today granted a reprieve of th i r ty 
days by Governor Stokes. 

Mrs. Quackenboss, a New York law
yer, appeared before the board of par
dons m Mrs. Tolla 's behalf. Mrs. 
Jesse B. Portion of Cincinnati was here 
wi th petit ions containing 181,000 
names. 

H A D P R E M O N I T I O N 

Thomas Somerville, One of Dead, Un
easy About Seventh Floor. 

Thomas Somerville, one of those who 
lost his life, seemed to have a premo
nition of impending danger last night . 
C. H. Wright , who was among those to 
escape by the fire escape, told of this 
today in discussing the fire. 

* ' I was wi th Tom. who is an old 
friend of mine, unt i l midnight last 
n i g h t , " said he. " W e ta lked over a 
number of things and had a good visi t , 
bu t I noticed tha t he seemed to be un
easy and distracted. Final ly I asked 
him wha t was the mat te r . 

" ' I feel uneasy about this seventh 
floor.' said he. ' E v e r y t h i n g was t aken 

The most horrible and prolonged 
death of all was tha t of J . E. Wolfe, 
who roomed on the seventh floor. His 
body was found two hours after the 
others met their death, horribly burned 
and the condition of the furniture in 
the room showed tha t he nad fought 
the flames fiercely to ward off death 
unt i l aid might come. Chairs were 
thrown about and the clothing had 
been whipped from the bed, evidently 
in an effort to smother the flames t h a t 
raged about him. Wolfe was the north
western representative of Sperry & Al
exander, hardware dealers of New York 
city. He had lived a t the hotel for 
several years and traveled over t h e 
northwestern territory-

W. G. Nicholls, a member of the 
Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce 
and a resident of the hotel, was suffo
cated in his room and was found dead 
by the firemen. % His body was taken 
to an undertaking establishment. 

Mr. Nicholls was evidently over
come while asleeep and had no chance 
of escape. 

Died After Being Taken Out. 

Thomas Sommerville, who occupied a 
room on the top floor, was found un
conscious on the floor of his room .by 
the firemen. He was carried into the 
West hotel drugstore, where physicians 
were summoned and worked over him 
for more than an hour t rv ing to save 
his iife. Eestoratives failed to accom
plish any results, and he died shortly 
after 9 o'clock. He was a representa
t ive of Atkins & Co., manufacturing 
stationers, of Burnside, Conn. His home 
was in Springfield, 111., and he had 
traveled for some time in the north
western states. 

William Block a t ravel ing saleman 
for A. Tanzer & Co. of New York, was 
suffocated in his room on the seventh 
floor. He was carried to the morgue 
and for several hours w,as unidentified. 
He was rescued a t the same t ime Mr. 

.Somerville was found, and wi th him 
was taken to the West hotel drug store. 
Efforts to revive him wer6 futile. 

H O B B I E S ON SPECIAL 

&l&3ffl&^ 

Chicago M a n Races t o Minneapolis to 
• See Dying Relatives. 

In an at tempt to beat the death of 
his daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sam Spiesberger, who were se
riously, if not fatal ly iniured in the 
West hotel fire this morning, Louis Eia-
endarth, ' a wealthy clothing manufac
turer of Chicago, is racing to Minne
apolis i n * a special t rain. With two 
of Chicago's most prominent physicians, 
Mr. Eisendar th left Chicago, over the 
North-Western a t 11 a.m., and will 
reach Minneapolis a t 11 pu.m. Every 
effort is being* made by the railroad to 
reduce time and get Mr. Eisendarth 
here before his relatives die. 

Four physicianR are working fran
tically to prolong the life of Mr. Spies
berger until the arrival of his father-
in-law. Tt is established that he can
not live, but every effort is being made 
to save him. Mrs. Spiesberger has a 
bet ter chance, but she was horribly 
burned and her condition is decidely 
.grave. Har ry Swisky, also of Chicago, 

Glass Tanks Replace Oak Casks. 
Special to The Jounial. 

St. Louis, J an . 10.—The Pfaudler Co. 
of Rochester, N . T. , has just installed 
a t the Anheuser-Busch Brewery 200 of 
the largest glass enameled steel t anks 
ever manufactured, a t a cost of over 
half a million dollars. 

These t anks weigh 16 tons, are 70 
feet long, 9 feet in diameter and bold 
1,000 barrels each. 

Mr. Adolphus Busch, President of the 
Anheuser-Busch Company, s ta tes tha t 
this is the ini t ial shipment and tha t 
glass t anks have been found so vastly 
superior to wooden casks t h a t he has 
decided to equip all the storing 
houses with these tanks , which will in
volve an expenditure of several million 
dollars. 

GRAFT IN CHICAGO X 
"STUDENT SERYICE" 

Journal Special Servioe. 
Chicago, J a n . 10.—Charges of graft 

among students of the University^ of 
Chicago are made by Professor Fran
cis Wayland Shepardson of the history 
department . Young men earning their 
way th ru college by doing what is 
known as " s t u d e n t s e r v i c e " work, re
ceived the b run t of his a t tack. 

I n order to secure a position in the 
s tudent service i t is necessary for the 
student to sign a statement to the 
effect t ha t he will not be able to con
tinue his college work unless he secures 
the aid of tho " s t u d e n t s e rv ice . " Dr. 
Shepardson believes many students who 
are in good circumstances secure posi
tions thru this means and pocket t he 
$40 quarterly tui t ion fee sent from 
home. Many needy students, accord
ingly, are deprived of an opportunity 
to work their way thru the university. 

NEGRO LYNCHED IN TEXAS. 
Houston, Tex., Jan. 10.—Ben Harris, 

the negro charged with the assassination 
of Ozro Polk a t Berings Mill Monday 
night, and who was taken from officers 
by a mob a t La Salle last night,* was 
lynched a t Moscow, Tex., early today. 
There were about seventy men In ths 
mob. 
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