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George 'n scheme-was a t ieastr more ©Wi 
sistent. He wanted to make it unprofit­
able for men to hold private property 
in land at all. The city of Berlin 
merely wants ' to make even success in 
land speculation of dubious benefit. »% „ 

» » i i i : ' 

Richard Mansfield aays that he Will 
give up the effort to elevate the stage 
after 1909. 

'Tillman's Opportunity. , > 
Senator Aldrich doubtless thought to 

ridicule the whole movement for rate* 
reform by moving that Senator Tillman 
report the bill to the senate, but he will 
probably fail. The important thing is 
not who reports the bill, but the fact 
that the Hepburn bill i s reported. The 
poople want the bill, they will take it 
from the senate by a partizan vote or 
by a non-partizan vote. So far as the 
appointment of Tillman points to a non-
partizan consideration it is welcomed. 
So far as it was meant to show Stand­
ard Oil contempt and hatred for the 
whole proceedings it will fail. 

Tillman is not without ability. He is* 
not without those characteristics which 
make friends. He is also not without 
grave faults as a legislator. He is un­
couth, unmannerly and at times unbear­
able. *But he is neither smug, Peck-
sniffian, nor treacherous to his constit­
uents. With all his faults he i s a bet­
ter representative of the people in the 
senate than either Aldrich or Elkins. 
With the responsibility of taking care 
of the Hepburn bill on his hands, per­
haps Tillman will rise to the occasion. 
If he does not, there will be others to 
take up the work. 

Naturally John Mitchell does not want 
the Just fame he has received obscured 
by a seat in congress. 

whatever price they could get. Mean­
while the railroads were secretly devi­
ating from their tariffs in carrying their 
own coal at lower rates, wnile pretend­
ing that they were only selling their 
coal at a lower pr^ce tha/n, fomebody 
else. (That is*.alfio an o ldfr ick in our 
Minnesota iron regions.) s, Whenever 
they succeeded in driving out competi­
tive operators they were in a positidn 
to exact from the public the full tariff, 
which was in itttelf unreas.ong.ble, and 
the public got the worst of ito<f This 19 
the situation on the Eeadifrfc, where, the 
coal rate is 50 per cent of the value of 
the product. But the Beading hauled 
its own coal for less while it had com­
petition in the production. As soon 
as competition was frozen out, the tar­
iff rate prevailed. 

When the doctor calls %> take, the pulae, 
of H. H. Rogers he will probably be met 
with a flat refusal on the part of the reti­
cent patient to put out his tongue. 

INNKAFOBIS JOURNALS 

Leopold's Congo Crimes. 
The civilized world cannot be cer­

tain just what to make of Leopold II., 
king of the Belgians. I t entrusted him 
with the government of the Congo Free 
State largely because it was impressed 
with his general air of benevolence 
and because he was a monarch of a 
neutral small power in Europe. Bis­
marck presided over the meeting which 
created the Congo Free State; England 
gave her assent to it and the United 
States came along and breathed the 
very breath of life into it by giving 
i ts indorsement. Bismarck congratu­
lated the conference upon the govern­
ment having been undertaken by Leo­
pold, and Leopold replied that his 
only program was the work <>f "moral 
and material regeneration." 

Thus this great temtoi^ pn both 
sides of the equator, containing one 
million square miles, one-third the area 
of the United States proper, and filled 
with a native population, was handed 
over to one man whose benevolent 
aspect entirely deceived the powers of 
Europe. Leopold has proved himself 
a despot of the meanest kind. His 
avarice has impelled him to set up 
slavery in the Congo, to countenance 
and encourage murder, rape, flogging 

. and every other violent crime in the 
* calendar of the most besotted em­

peror of Rome's degenerate days. He 
has farmed out the land, which he 
claims to own personally, to syndicates 
and with these rights have gone the 
power to flog and punish the natives 
into working for the divine white man 
without compensation. 

The mam export of the Congo is 
rubber. The white man wants rubber, 
but he cannot get it. The miasmatic 
swamps in which he would have to 
seek it would kill him. He must de­
pend on the native for it and the 
native must be whipped into pro­
ducing it. The brutalities practiced in 
the Congo Free State are almost past 
belief. That they can be outside the 
knowledge of King Leopold may be 
true, tho it is unlikely, but if he does 
not know what all the rest of the world 
knows, then it is high time the powers 
got a new administrator. 

But Leopold does know it and he is 
steeped to the elbows in the crimes 
of the Congo. He is the chief gainer 
by the output of rubber, and it is 
to provide money for his singular 
domestic establishments that the men 
are maimed, children slaughtered and 
women worse than slaughtered in 
Africa. The story is very briefly and 
mildly told in a recent pamphlet of 

a the Congo Reform association. 
The association wants the United 

States government stirred to take some 
action. What should be done is first 

, to get a new conference of the cowers 
' which organized the Congo Free State. 
i If it can be had and the facts laid 

before it there will be an end t*o Leo­
pold's maladministration. The „ United 
States appears to be in a position to 

•* take the lead in getting the conference 
.together, since it is freed from the 

neighborhood jealousies which hamper 
^ the European powers. 

Chicago respectfully invites St. Louis 
to try the, water. It is not warm, but it 
is good 

More Money for Waterways. 
The National Rivers and Harbors con­

gress which assembled in Washington in 
January, is preparing for an aggressive 
campaign for more liberal treatment of 
natural transportation routes than has 
hitherto been accorded by the general 
government. The executive commit­
tee has headquarters at Cincinnati and 
has a secretary, who has commenced to 
remind the newspapers by correspond­
ence of the importance of public im­
provements of this character. One of 
the first points made is to emphasize 
the comparatively small appropriation 
made by the government for this pur­
pose. Agriculture and commerce, he 
saySj from which is 'derived the entire 
revenue of the government, has for the 
past ten years received less than 3 per 
cent of the entire annual appropriations 
of the government for the improvement 
of natural and economic highways— 
rivers and harbors—while war and its 
rewards, the army and navy and pen­
sions, receive over 40 per cent of the 
entire revenue of the government. 

This committee asks for $50,000,000 
annually for rivers and harbors, which 
is less than 7 per cent of the govern­
ment's revenues. The appropriations 
for the past ten years have averaged 
less than $20,000,000 a year, so that 
what is proposed is to increase the pres­
ent allowance by 150 per cent. 

Undoubtedly the waterways of the 
country might be made to render a 
much more valuable service to com­
merce and agriculture if they were 
properly improved, but popular senti­
ment has not been insistent upon large 
appropriations -for this purpose, partly 
because the public money has been so 
foolishly wasted in many cases and the 
river and harbor bill has so often been 
made use of merely as a scheme for 
graft. This, of course, is not a suffi­
cient argument against liberal appro­
priations for river and harbor improve­
ment, but the executive committee of 
the rivers and harbors congress will 
promote the cause for which they labor 
by furnishing the public some assurance 
that the money appropriated hereafter 
will be more wisely spent and that mill­
ions are not thrown away upon dry 
creeks, impossible harbors and inef­
fective river improvement for Which 
appropriations are made simply to se­
cure the expenditure of government 
money within the district of a graft­
ing congressman. Chairman Burton of 
the house committee on rivers and har­
bors warns the committee of the rivers 
and harbors congress against the promo­
tion of graft of this kind by "insisting 
that m its efforts to promote river and 
harbor improvement it will exert itself 
not on behalf of any particular locality 
or project, but in the interest of the 
general improvements. 

If Bill Mizner has really sold out his 
rights for a paltry $20,000 ha is not the 
individual we took him for. We put Bill 
In the million-dollar class. 

Post Check Currency. 
The check currency plan, which has 

been before congress for some time, and 
which has always met with strenuous 
opposition from Senator Thomas £. 
Piatt for the openly avowed reason that 
it would interfere with his exprejp 
money order business, Piatt being the 
head of an express company, has not 
been ^iven up. I t i s still before the 
house committee on postoffices and has 
been promised a hearing soon. 

The plan in short is to reprint the 
$1, $2 and $5 bills, and to print a 50-
oent piece so that they can be converted 
into checks upon the government pay­
able to the person named thereon upon 
identification. Under the post cheek 
system if you wished to send money 
thru mails you would need but" to take 
a bill from your pocket or your desk, 
convert it into a check and enclose" i t in 
a letter. Under the present system you 
must make a trip to the postoffice and 
go thru the elaborate and slow process 
of getting a money order. Either that 
or you put the money in a letter and 
take the chanoes. Silver money can 
only be conveyed by means of paste­
board receivers, which serve plainly to 
indicate to the possible thief the pres­
ence of money in the envelop. 

Another device for sending money 
thru the mails is the use of stamps, a 
cumbersome method and a use of 
stamps for which they were never in­
tended. Thousands of dollars every 
hour are transported by means of these 
little government stamps, meant to go 
on letters, but which have begun to 
serve as transferable currency. The 
popularity of the stamp, and, notwith­
standing its unadapta'bility, should sug­
gest to the government the making of 
some more scientific provision for car­
rying on business. The post check seeks 
to make this provision. The plan is 
simple, workable^ and so far as it has 
been discussed no serious objection has 
been' urged. On the other hand, high 
postal officials have recommended it 
for trial at least. 

The blocking of the required legisla­
tion is a sample of the power of logroll­
ing politics. Two men, one in the leg-
lative, another in the executive depart­
ment, have been able to* -prevent con­
gress from poming to a vote on the sub­
ject. The executive opponent has 
been removed and the legislative enemy 
is crippled in influence, so the time 
seems ripe to make a renewed effort. 

Dr. Charles E. Hewitt of the divinity 
department of Chicago universi ty s a y s 
that a minister ought not to acquire 
money in return for the use of his por­
trait and an eloquent letter of recom­
mendation in which he thanks God for 
anybody's "Pure Guff" whisky .and ad­
vises all good people to use it freely. No 
more should an impecunious pastor re­
plenish an empty flour barrel with the 
proceeds of a testimonial telling, the 
world how Rupena snatched him from 
the brink of the grave. We are getting 
to be awfully particular as to our min­
isters. 

H t , My W. P. K'rkwood. 

JOURNBY1NQS AMCNG THE MAOA« 
ZINES: JOURNEY ri*—New York, Feb. 
22.—When one looks for haunted nouses 
he doea not go into the heart of a great 
oity; he goes to the suburbs or the coun­
try, where Jn lonely valley or secluded 
spot he is sure to find some tumble-down, 
forsaken-looking place* whose silence 
gives .the whisperings of departed spirits 
a chance to be heard. Yet there are 
haunted houses in the hearts of great 
cities^ One. of these, In the heart of old 
New York, is the house of Harper & 
Brothers, the source of that ever-welcome 
monthly visitor of the reader, Harper's 
Monthly. 

Harper'B Monthly is far from being in 
its inaterial form the. work of spirit 
hands, yet in a very true sense fhe spirits 
of departed men, and' women, too, have 
a part in makhig the magazine what it 
is from month io month and year to year. 

February. n 24, 190ft 
and adorned with much that would inter* 
est the readers of the Harper periodical* 
and of this department of T h e J o u r ­
n a l . Of chief interest perhaps, iff a 
border of paintings by Edwin A. Abbey, 
executed while he was a part Of the reg­
ular staff of the Harpers. They possess 
the qualities that have made Mr. Abbey a 
master, and would bear much dose 
study, whioh lack of time denied me. 

Aoross the counting room from Colonel 
Harvey's offioa, is what may be named 
the initiation room. Here the manu? 
scripts are read, and thru this office 
many* a writer has found his way to fame, 
or t o oblivion. The room is a large, open 
rdom, containing many desks, at Which 
the readers work to the clash of elevated 
trains, the rumbling and roar of merchan­
dise trucks, and other multitudinous 
noises of the wholesale district ,of -the 
world's metropolis. 

Altogether no place in New York has 
so many or such rich literary associa­
tions as this old Iron temple of Harper & 
Brothers, down beeide the, elevated rail-
road and almost under the New York ap­
proach to the Brooklyn bridge. It is 
haunted, but by benign ghosts, whose 
presence it does one good to feel the 
thrill of, and of which none ever need be 
afraid. Has It not perpetuated Harper's 
Monthly, a finer legacy to Americans than 
a . / 1 i e ^ t h o 6 ^ l t a l or a magnificent univer­sity? 

J Minnesota Politics 

THE RATEMAKERS 
ARE LAWMAKERS! 

THE FOKMBE ABB MOKE POTENT 

THAN SHE XiATTES. 

n 
Laws May Be Made and Unmade as the 

• Majority of the People Bloct—Bates 
of Transportation in the Hands of 
the Batenutker Who Controls Des­
tinies of Individuals and Oommnni-
ties—The Price ot Every Article In 
Every Place Fixed by One from 
Whom There Is Now No Appeal. 

8. A. Langum 8ays Chairman Hamlin 

Should Redeem His Promise of a Meet­

ing of the State Committee, March 1 — 

Felg Won't Run for Treasurer—E. A. 

Nelson Looks In on Twin Cities. 

A New Scheme of Taxation. 
The city of Berlin is considering a 

scheme of taxation which will if ef­
fective attack one of the faults ot 
modern political economy complained of 

\Jay Henry George in his "Progress and 
" Poverty ." Mr. George in advocacy of 

his single tax scheme, suggested the 
• taxation of the rental value out of the 

\K land. This he believed would prevent 
f i t being held for speculative purposes, 
'$ and would compel the use of the land 

nearest the centers of cities first; The 
> Berlin plan is to put a tax on~tfie uu-, 
^ earned increment of value. If a man, 

' for example, bought a lot for $1,000 
r and sold it a year later tor $2,000, the 
| tax would be against the $1,000 of 
gi profit, with an allowance for any money 
t' that might have been put into the 
£ property in the meantime. No provi-

<•> sion seems to be made for the case of 
ha man who buys real estate and after­
wards is compelled to part with it for 

Uess than he put into it. The city fines 
him for showing good judgment, but 
considers that his bad judgment is not 

^fa concern of the government. JMr. 

Another playmate of President McKin-
ley, ona Enoch Heteel, has recently died. 
As evidence that President McKinley 
was a thoughtful boy, it is pointed out 
that Hetzel was 12 years old when Mr. 
McKinley was born. It is probable that 
the young McKinley took Hetzel along to 
pull down the higher branches. 

An Important Decision. 
The decision of the United States 

supreme court in the case of the Chesa­
peake & Ohio and New York, New Ha­
ven & Hartford railroads in the coal-
carrying case is regarded as more im­
portant in its bearings upon the rela­
tion of the railroads to interstate com­
merce than the Northern Securities de­
cision. The facts in that case were 
that the Chesapeake & Ohio contracted 
to deliver to the other railroad a large 
quantity of coal at a rate which, con­
sidering the lost of producing coal at 
the mines and its published tariff, left 
i t no profit. In response the Chesa­
peake & Ohio set up that it had mined 
the coal at a loss and carried it at a 
published tariff. The court found this 
contention without merit. There is an 
ascertainable value of coal at the mine, 
and to this must be added the pub­
lished tariff for hauling i t fo its des­
tination. The court declared void the 
contract between the railroads, and or­
dered the lower court to broaden its in­
junction so as, to prohibit the Chesa­
peake & Ohio from deviating from its 
published tariffs. 

The case brings out the essential bad 
policy of railroads being dealers in , the 
commodities they carry. The way this 
has worked out in the coal region is 
that the railroads have published pro­
hibitive tariffs which compelled the 
independent operators^ to sell "their 
product to the coal-carrying roads at 

If >ou have broken any of the laws qf 
the state you will be interested tb learn, 
that the new code will positively be. on 
the market on Monday Of course, if you 
have been law abiding you will manage 
to get along without it. 

Castro has come back from the dance 
and handed down an appeal for true 
brotherhood among the nations. Castro 
himself exemplifies the brother-in-law 
theory. , 

It is rather strange that with Divine 
Right Baer making proclamations we 
hear nothing from David M. Parry. Cas­
tor and Pollux were not wont to be sep­
arated. . -

v J* -V. 

W H A T ? .PROPS FOR BLINKERS? 

Boton Globe, 
All the Judges in Minnesota are re­

turning their free railroad passes The 
question now is how long have they had 
them and how much of a prop did they 
constitute for Justice's blinkers' 

' A N D R I G H T L Y 

Nebraska State Journal 
Publishers say that Charles Dickens' 

works are more popular now than ever; 
before. If he could know it he would be 
the proudest angel in paradise. 

W H Y NOT BRAND T H E M ? 

Chicago News. 
Let all adulterations be branded. Then' 

L j , ( ^ t f U \ , , b 0 r a X a n d an*line .dye ara,fio 
nealthful, the consumer can get them 
straight from the paint shop. 

FIT FOR THE BEST HOMES 
To the Editor of The Journal. 

I wish to commend the Inoentive which 
The Minneapolis Journal Is giving to 
both oral and written expression of Eng­
lish In the schools of the. northwest. 
The clean editorials and carefully gleaned 
news In your dally and Sunday Journal 
make It a fit periodical for the best 
homes. — j . A . Vandyke, 
Superintendent Public Schols, Fergus 
-Falls, Minn. "- J "" - - ' ^ "" • '" 

| H. « . AXJNBN, 
C Editor of Harper's Monthly. 

Foremost in this spirit contribution to 
the magazine stand the four 'Harper 
brothers—James, with his Lincolnlan rug-
gedness of countenance; John, whose pic­
ture immediately suggests Carlyle; Jos­
eph, whose straight, firm lips and level 
eye must have made new authors, with 
whom it was his-province to deal, cringe 
and perhaps wish they had taken their 
manuscripts elsewhere, and Fletcuer, "a 
master in journalism," who gave the 
monthly that early character, the essence 
of which is preserved—thanks to the 
good judgment of* his successors—until 
the. present day. Tho these men speak 
not in audible whispers even, their in­
fluence is still a thing profoundly felt 
and definitely shaping, the present char­
acter of the magazine, which is today 
read with delight by hundreds of thou­
sands. •*•» *•__ 

The spiritual force, of the four "orig­
inal Harpers" of the>< -publishing house 
bearing their /name, (Is doubtless com­
municated chiefly thru the present edi­
tor, Mr. Alden, who fdr more than fifty 
years has been an important Influence in 
the making of the n^Tgazine, and, since 
the death of the" last of the original 
tjuartet of Ha*pers3'inJ1877? ha% preserved 
the traditions of -th#tibuse, on the masa-
•felne'slde'-a^.leasf/'ariep^fef among those 
traditions that of adaptability In the 
creation of a periodical Which "Would be 
addressed io all readers of average Intel­
ligence, having for itS purpose their en­
tertainment* and Illumination, meeting in 
a general way the varied claims' of their 
human-Intellect and Jensibility, and in 
this accommodation'following the lines 
of their aspiration." ' s 

It is Mr Alden who occupies the real 
haunted room of the iron-built, fire-proof 
(the first of the kind in New York city) 
house of Harpers, and that room—it is 
not a room of elegant finish and furnish­
ings. No stained glass converts the light 
from without to "dim, religious" tones, or 
to a literary gloom; no elegant and rich-
thru-age wainscoting protects its walls; 
no ( hand-carved furniture delights the 
eye^ no rare and costly 'books lpok out 
from bookshelves* pf, fa l lowed associa­
tions; no alcoves offer retreat for the edi­
tor from his workbench desk. There is no 
room for alcoves. The room ia scarcely 
8x10 feet in size. Its wall, or the two of 
them that divide the room from the 
outer office, where the assistants labor, 
are of pine, once painted white but now a 
dingy gray. The one window is of small 
panes of glass—not French plate—and 
the lower panes are painted a yellowish 
white to shut out the view of the ele­
vated trestle, which runs almost close 
enough to the window to enable one to 
touch the hands of passengers as the 
trains go crashing and clanging past. 
The view is shut out, but not the noise, 
and one is amazed that the editor, when 
the elevated was built, did not sue out an 
injunction, to prevent the line's being 
built on that .street <Pearl street—why, is 
a mystery), or. failing in that, why" he 
did not move to some other part of the 
building. Perhaps he was afraid the 
spirits of good that inhabited the place 
would feel less at home elsewhere* 

The furnishings of this literary holy of 
holies are a plainest of plain, old wal­
nut desk—not a roll-top, two chairs, 
also modern antiques of the utmost sim­
plicity, tho in the seat of the editor's 
chair is a very modern pneumatic cush­
ion, resembling a circular hfe-preserver; 
some very plain and'Cheap bookshelves, i 
without doors, on which stand rrfws of 
dusty reference books, and three pictures. 
Over the desk is the most important of 
these pictures—an oil portrait of Charles 
Reade, the favorite of the author, in his 
will bequeathed to the Messrs. Harper. 
Over the chair for the editor's visitors 
hangs a portrait, â ]&ke photograph, as 
we recall ifTBf Charles Dudley Warner, 
for a long time the writer of the "Edi­
tor's Study," and facing the picture of 
Mr. Warner ^rom^across the little den is 
one of W. D.' Hotf-eUs, the present occu­
pant of the "Easy Chair," so long and 
happily filled by Cleprge William Curtis. 
The "Easy Chair" %_ I asked to see it, not 
Its occupant, but if is a thing not for pro­
fane eyes. 

When one remembers that in this little 
room have met the editor so many who 
have made, or contributed to the making 
of, the literary history of America, arid In 
* o small degree,to the making of the his-

' s?ory qf the ttatio^, in a much wider sense, 
••he admits "the warrant for calling the 
place a "holy of holies." 

Unfortunately for me, Mr. Alden was 
abroad when I called. It was a pleasure, 
However, to be* introduced to the place 
and its spirits by a famous Minneapolltan, 
Mr. T. B. Wells, who is looking after £he 
editorial erra* o^thfe magazine in the ab­
sence qf Mr. Alden?* ^ 

Just without the chamber door of$Mr. 
Alden is the spape assigned his assist­
ants, and near that is the editorial 
workshop of Harper's Weekly. It looks 
much like the reporters' room of /The 
Minneapolis JouYnal. On the floor above 
is the sanctum of the Bazar, and down* 
stairs, on the main floor, just off the im­
mense counting room of the company, is 
the private office of Colonel Harvey, edi­
tor of the Weekly and owner of the 
North American ^Reylew. Colonel Har­
vey's office i& in keeping with literary 
traditions. It is a rich library, furnisried 

Early convention talk is general, and 
friends of nearly all the candidates are 
anxious to have things come to an early 
decision. In the interests of a winning 
campaign they are anxious to head off 
as much pre-convention strife as possible. 
S. A. Langum of Preston, chief boomer 
for Samuel Lord, says in his paper: 

The Times can scarcely credit the often-
repeated atory that Conde Hamlin, chair­
man of the republican state central committee, 
has been persuaded to change his mind as to 
the calling together of the full committee about 
March 1, looking to the calling of an early 
state conrontion. That he hod promised this 
early meeting of the committee cannot be dis­
puted, and If he does not do so tin the middle 
of April, as reported, the report that he has 
changed his mind will of course hare been 
proven true. The Times has taken pains to men­
tion the subject to scores of republicans, and 
we have found only one man who did not favor 
an early convention this year. 

Chairman Hamlin is a w a y from home 
but it is said he will call a meet ing soon 
after h is arrival, before the end of 
March. 

I GEOEGE VT. 80MEBVXLUS. 

"The senator from Brown" has occu­
pied a good share of the public eye of 
late. 'Some of the long-headed poli­
ticians of the state have been suggesting 
his name as one available for the1 gov­
ernorship "The fact that the principal 
federal officials are talking Somerville 
does not mean that they have taken a 
cue from Senators Nelson and Clapp, but 
that they believe him good material. The 
man from Sleepy Eye is always wide 
awake and looks on the present situation 
as an opportunity. He has stated his be ­
lief that any good republican can beat 
Johnson, and tho not an active candidate 
for the nomination, he would be quite will­
ing to receive It and show that he means 
what he says. He has several elements of 
strength, and one of them is that his 
engrossment in the Koch murder case 
kept him out of the last 'campaign and 
free from its factional disturbances. He 
has a record of achievement, however. 
He is the author of the law requiring for­
eign corporations to pay a license fee and 
come under the laws of the state before 
transacting business in Minnesota. He 
also drafted the inheritance tax law of 
1905, recently held valid by the supreme 
court, which will bring millions into the 
state treasury. He was chairman of the 
senate judiciary committee at the last 
two sessions, and had charge of the re­
vised ^code in the upper house. 

George W Somerville was born in In­
diana in 1856, and came to Olmstead 
county with his parents in 1886. He grad­
uated in 1876 from the Rochester high 
school, and in 1879 from the law depart­
ment of the University of Michigan. 

He settled at Sleepy Kye, and served 
as county attorney of Brown county from 
1882 to 1888. He was elected to the state 
senate from the nineteenth district in 
1898, and re-elected in 1902 He is in­
terested in a new process for removing 
smut from grain, and as it promises to 
bring the ownera a good income, there is 
no 'doubt about his ability to pay his 
assessment to the state committee if 
nominated. If made the nominee he may 
apply his process to the purification of 
Btate politics. 

The Owatonna Chronicle, which some 
time ago declared James M. Dlment did 
not authorize announcements of his can­
didacy, now says he must not be consid­
ered out of It, but is a strong factor in 
the situation. 

The WHlmar Republican-Gazette says 
it "Is authorized to state that Mr. Felg 
will not be a candidate for any elective 
state or county office. He is well satis­
fied with the position he now holds and 
hopes to be reappointed." Felg, who is 
now supervising inspector of country ele­
vators, has been considered a possible 
candidate for state treasurer. 

B. A. Nelson of Hallock, one of the 
merry crew of candidates for secretary 
of state, is In the twin cities after a par­
tial tour of the state. He says he only 
finds four candidates in Minneapolis, and 
six outside, all of them confident of suc­
cess. Mr. Nelson believes that most of 
them will be disappointed. Nelson aeems 
to be a target for some soreheads, who 
charge him with having fought Dunn two 
years ago. He was a Collins man, but 
the truth is that after the convention he 
executed a strategic change of front, a la 
James A. Martin, and campaigned for 
Dunn, ii 1 ' * " i , ,& T*„ ' „ 

"Victor L. Johnson of Center City, Chi­
sago county, has announced hib candidacy 
for the senate In the Thirty-second dis­
trict. He was formerly county treasurer. 

$ > ^ t ^ & * . # —Charles B. Cheney. 

W. 1>. Washburn, Jr., has made con­
siderable study of the railroad regula­
tion problem and T h e J o u r n a l is 
privileged t o make extracts from a 
paper on that subject read by him re­
cently before a club of which be is a 
member. Mr. Washburn said: 

The railroad rate is today the most 
important factor in modern industrial 
life. The man who makes it is more 

J>otent than the man who makes the 
aws that control the ordinary life of 

the several states of the nation itself. 
Congress makes general laws, which 
inay or may not be desirable, and may 
or may not be enforced. Such laws 
apply equally to every citizen, 
however, and they may be an­
nulled when the majority so de­
cides. The ratemaker, however, con­
trols absolutely not only the destiny 
of whole cities, states and sections, but 
he likewise controls the personal des­
tiny of the individual, however modest 
or insignificant he may be. The rate-
maker makes the price of every ar­
ticle of production and manufacture. 
He may be a man of limited ability, 
yet from his decision there is gen­
erally no effective appeal. Upon his 
decision depend the industrial prosper­
ity of 80,000,000 people. This is cer­
tainly the great paradox of modern in­
dustrial life. In the present day trans­
portation is a paramount feature in the 
world of production. What it costs to 
carry a given object from the source 
of production to the market or vice 
versa largely controls the price and 
value of that article. The cost of 
transportation must, therefore, control 
the price of all other articles which are 
dependent upon the price of the article 
transported. In the northwest the basis 
of all our wealth is dependent upon 
the resources of the land, whether 
agricultural, timber or mineral. The 
railroad sate, therefore, not only makes 
Or unmakes all real values in the coun­
try districts", but in the cities and 
towns which depend upon the adjacent 
oountry for support. The development 
of the twin cities as a great industrial 
center is, therefore, entirely a matter 
of railroad rates. 

Mr. Washburn then referred to the 
time when railroad rates were adverse 
to these centers and to the construction 
of the St. Louis road for the protection 
of the business interests of Minne­
apolis. 

Affects Every Citizen. 
The extent to which the railroad rate 

vitally affects the personal fortune of 
every citizen may be roughly measured 

Sy the amount spent for freight charges 
uring the year. Mr. Washburn quoted 

the financial editor of the Chicago Trib­
une, who estimates the gross earnings 
for 1905 at $2,100,000,000, w i th -ne t -
profits to the railroads of $600,000,000. 
These earnings are divided among some 
1,500,000 people, while the rates were 
paid by 80,000,000. In other words, 
about 2 per cent of the people are in­
terested in maintaining a high rate, 
while 98 per cent are interested in se­
curing a fair and reasonable rate. Each 
inhabitant contributes from his earn­
ings nearly $26 for the carriage of 
freight. Every average family, there­
fore, contributes approximately $100 to 
the railroad rate. The freight charges 
last year amounted to nearly twice the 

^national debt and nearly seven times 
the amount collected by the tariff. This 
is perfectly legitimate, but everyone 

?hould understand to what extent the 
reight charge enters into his own per­

sonal expenditure. 
The point was made that the railroad 

has a right to demand a fair and rea­
sonable profit, but nothing beyond that. 

Under the heading of railroad fran­
chisee, Mr. Washburn stated clearly the 
doctrine that the government has ft 
right to regulate railroad rates. 

Under the head of equity in railroad 
management, he proceeded to discuss 
whether railroad powers have been 
properly and justly utilized, taking into 
account the circumstances under which 
the railroads were built and certain 
evils of which the citizen has a right 
to demand positive complaint. These 
last, briefly stated were: First, over­
capitalization; second, rebates, discrim­
inating and unfair rates; third, minor 
abuses, such as demurrage, switching 
charges and private car lines. He 
would not deny to the railroads gen­
erous profits on their investment and 
enterprise, but he would not have i t 
forgotten, however, that at the time 
of building there wasn't any real risk 
in legitimate railroad building- Few 
of the railroad builders realty ever had 
any great cash investment in their line. 
Most roads have been built largely 
from the sale of bonds and ^the profits 
of the enterprise have been secured by 
the issuance of stock to i ts promoters. 
The government has already given to 
the railroads to assist in railroad build­
ing 155,000,000 of acresi—a territory five 
times the size of Pennsylvania. Addi-
to time. 
t otime. 

Over-capitalization. 
Over-capitalization he regarded as 

the greatest evil of the railroad system. 
In 1901 the capitalization of the rail­
roads of the United States amounted to 
$11,688,177,991 and has since been ma­
terially increased. In Minnesota the 
capitalization has increased from $273,-
000,000 in 1901 to $343,000,000 in 1904. 
This is an increase of $70,000,000 in 
three years with an increased mileage 
in the state of only 475 miles. At a 
maximum figure of $40,000 a mile such 
mileage should not have cost over $19,-
000,000. This leaves an apparent valu­
ation of $50,000,000 added to the indebt­
edness of the railroads in this state 
without a corresponding increase in real 
value of assets in Minnesota. To pay 
interest on this fictitious stock would 
require an increase of $2,000,000 in 
freight rates in the state of Minnesota. 
Over-capitalization is apt to be consid­
ered as one of the funny jokes by which 
the innocents are skinned in Wall 
street. As a matter of fact, it is one 
of the most threatening dangers over­
shadowing the economic life of the na­
tion. Watered stock may not pay inter­
est today or tomorrow, but it remains 
constantly in existence as a means by 
whicli unfair rates may be kept in force 
eVefi after they have "become extortion­
ate . For a clever people i t has taken 
the Americans a long time to discover 
that 6 or 8 per cent on watered stock is 
12 or 16 per cent upon real values. The 
issuance of watered and worthless 
stock Bhould be strietly prohibited by 
the state in behalf of the citizens who 
pay unjust rates to meet the interest 
upon property that does not really exist. 

\ | Rebate* and Discrimination. -

Mr. Washburn then discussed the 
effect of. rebates and Vliscrimiaations-^--

the undoing of energetic business1 men 
of small capital by discrimination i n 
favor of their stronger eompetitarev-i* 
and expressed the opinion that our gitwj i 
erhment could not long exist if the ralV 
roads were permitted to continue such 
abuse of their powers." "His remedy fo% 
existing evils was clothing the inter-; 
state commerce commission or eome 
similar body with adequate powers bv 
alter a rate or to place a given rate in 
effect subject only to reversal by the 
United State* courts. This commission1, 
should also be enabled to control the; 
issuance of real*stocks and bondsf 
should have access to corporations* 

-book* and should have power to makd 
decisions in connection with rebates 
and demurrage charges and other mat­
ters of the same character. 

Speaking of the railroad laws passed 
by the last session of the Minnesota 
legislature, he stated that one of these 
gave the railroad commissioners of Min­
nesota jurisdiction over freight rates 
and classifications and power to inspect 
books of all carriers^ second, forbids 
rebates and discriminations of all sorts 
with a penalty of $5,000 against the 
giver or the taker of the rebate. Con­
gress was also petitioned to ; abolish 
private caT lines and to give the inter­
state commerce commission actual pow­
er to enforce a rate. 

AMUSEMENTS 
Foyer Chat. 

Bertha Gauand will begin her engage­
ment in David Belasco's "Sweet Kitty 
Bellairs" at the Auditorium on Monday 
next. The play enjoyed in New York a 
run of 802 nights at the Belasco tH^ater. 

Miss Galland has played many roles 
that usually fall t o the lot of actresses of 
twice her years. She might have been 
billed as "the child actress," when, at the 
age of 15 she played Ophelia, Juliet. Des-
demona and Lady Macbeth. It is said, 
however, that in "Sweet Kitty Bellairs" 
this talented young actress Is given the 
best opportunity to display the extent of 
her rare and versatile art. 

The engagement is for an entire week, 
with matinees Wednesday and Saturday. 

"All the Comforts ot Home," the 
screaming farce which has been presented 
to enormous audiences at the Lyceum all 
week, will be presented for the last time 
tonight. Tomorrow, "A Courier of For­
tune" and "The Peacemaker." new plays 
by Ralph Stuart, will be the attraction. 

Manager Elliott sprung a pretty sur­
prise on patrons of the Unique last night 
when he palmed off the Four Comedy 
Hills, who were the big hit of last week's 
bill, as amateur performers. The occa­
sion was the usual Friday night's ama­
teur show, and a dosen or more clever 
performers' took part, but the appearance 
of the Hills made the others look like, the 
proverbial 30 cents. 

Those who made merry were Martin 
Rotella, an erratic musician; B. Drake, 
contortionist; Eric Peterson in Norwegian 
folk songs, and A D. Rymord. fancy 
trick bicycle riding. Others who appeared 
were Orvilje Johnson and Harold Chan­
dler, comedians; Bennett brothers, acro­
bats; Harry Sableman, buck and wing 
dancer; Alfred Finlayson, Frank Bartoeh, 
Charlie Morey and Eugene and Arthur 
White, singers. The White brothers; witfe 
minstrel "business" made a great hit. 

/ 
MAKING A MARTYR OP H I M 

Nebraska State Journal. 
A Connecticut library board has a s -

barred the writings of Jack London from 
the library In their charge, on the ground 
that he "publicly announces he Is an an­
archist, devoting the constitution to hell 
and the government to destruction.** If 
that library board only knew It, the best 
way to defeat the purpose,of such writ­
ings Is to encourage intelligent people i» 
read them. 

A PATAL H A B I T 

_ —_ _ Chicago Journal. „*".<• 
A London doctor says death fa a tisJL 

habit. *And, unlike m a n ; other bad hab* 
its, It is almost always* fatal. 

A M I S T A K E 8 0 M B W H B R * 

Kansas City Journal, 
The oil drill at Darrow was 

with champagne and struck a strong; n W 
of water. Now, If it had only 
christened with water— 

I N T H E PURSUIT OP OAl f f 

Perverse dlspntlngs of men of ooi'tnyt 
minds and destitute of the truth, suppos­
ing that gain is godliness t from toofe 
withdraw thyself.—t Timothy, ^ t\ 

PI NOH EDI "w 
Boston (Hobs, 

It is' estimated that a eenft 
hands about 150,090 times In the 
of its life. Then Rvusell Bags gttfc hold 
of it. 

CHURCH TROUBLES I N 
M I N N . 

6TV PAUft, 

erWyVfeMSk 
rat and twaf 

It jets religion beak s 
ft grlvra the eng«U 

Wb«n aalntly men tall oat 
Bach ether in the boose or prays* 

1o drlre thtlr preaeher Cron tbe tewsv 
They robbed hha of *& rsonmpeMsf 

Thty took his pay and est It town 
Until i t looked like thirty 

And whan he cam* to prey end steeds* 
To enter the hearts of tboee who fllt«Sj 

A dtaeon with great length of reach ^—' 
And lack ot grace, I 4 t believe. 

Dented hie rlsnta bafoae a& nun. 
And mad* a covert threat to flggw < 

And there wa« something dolnf then 
Within that stored' synagot* 

-The preacher xnaheo, the dancea fen 
As falto the wounded torett tees; 

So heaven Itself become* a sell 
On earth when good men disagree. 

—Nebraska State JonmsV 

THIS DAY IN HISTORY 
O N E Y E A R AQO 

Feb. 14, 1905—Japanese f l tef ssfls 
for Vladivostok. --

Minneapolis—Colonel Charles H, 
Wood, proprietor West hotel, dies. 
Soo stock Jumps from 1061*7 ts> 
116, 

St. Paul—State senate defeats the 
Peterson board of oontrol bilk * 

T E N YEARS AQO 

Feb. 24, 1890—London—-DA -Jsint* 
eon arrives from South Africa 'and Is 
arraigned In court Upon charge of 
warring on a friendly nation. 

Washington—United Statee senate 
defeats tariff bill. ^ 

Minneapolis— Female six-day > "hi* 
cycle race start*, Tlille Anderson Ri 
the lead. 

T W E N T Y - F I V E YEARS AGO 

Feb. 24, 1881—Washington—Sena­
tor Matt Carpenter of Wisconsin, 
dies. 

Minneapolis—E. W . Qaylord resigns 
ss superintendent of the Minneapolis 
£. St. Louie railroad. 

FEB. 24 I N O T H E R YEARS 

1676—Deerfleld, Mass., attacked by 
Indians. 

1813—Battle between the Hornet 
and the Peacock. 

1824—George Wil l iam Curtlss, au­
thor, born. 

1855—Court of claims, Washington, 
established. 

1863—Arizona territory formed from 
New Mexico. 
' 1868— Bill to Impeach President ) 

Johnson Introduced In congress. j 
I * • , S> 
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