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FIRST PRACTICAL AUTO

- ' WAS USED IN MINNESOTA

A Steam-Propelled Road Machine Was Used to Transport
Government Supplies Between New Ulm and Mankato

in the Early Fifties.
INNESOTA can lay eclaim to
being the birthplace of the

M commercial automobile in

America. The first self-propelled wagon
in actual service plied between New
Ulm and Mankato in the early fifties.
Brevet Major General Joseph R. Brown,
who, when a lientenant, assisted Cap-
tain Zachary Taylor, U. 8. A, after-
ward president of the United States,
to build Fort Snelling, was the author
of this audacious enterprise, and the
first man who ever operated a horse
less vehicle in the west.

Upon leaving the army in the early
fifties, General Brown was appointed
Indian agent at New Ulm and wa$
afterward elected a delegate from the
territory to congress.

General Brown conceived the idea of
building a self-propelling wagon with
an nacﬁlating machine to haul Indian
supplies from the Mississippi river to
the agency, and while in congress se-

| the streets.

nando Wood, then mayor of New York,
issued an order prohibiting Reed and
Osborn from experimenting with it in
Therefore, when Osborn
started west he had to leave the eity
in the night.

The driving wheels were ten feet in
diameter and the tire was two feet
wide; the forward wheels were six feet
in diameter and the tires were eighteen
inches wide. It was drivem by four
ten-horse duplex oscillating engines, so
constructed that one would turn each
wheel. The boiler was upright, eighty-
six inches long, connected with a water
tank ten feet long and thirty inches
in diameter. There was a cab on top
of the tank behind the boiler, and 2
platform tender with fuel opposite the
firebox, similar to the arrangement of
the crdinary loéomotive. The whole
weight of the wagon was twelve tons.

The journey was made from Hoboken
to Harrisburg, to Pittsburg, to Chica-

eured an appropriation for that purpose,| go, to Quincy, to St. Joe, and to Ne-
which, to avoid ridicule and opposi-| braska City, arriving at the latter place

tion, was skilfully concealed in
paragraph providing for schoolhouses,
churches, agricultural  implements,
farm wagons and livestock for the
Indians. This wagon was built by J.
A. Reed, superintendent of the Novel-
ty Iron Works in New TYork city,
where Robert Fulton's first steamer
and Eriecsson’s monitor were both
built. Mr. Reed had charge of the con-
struction of the latter.

The steam wagon was shipped west
by -train to Rock Island and up the
Mississippi river to Red Wing by boat.

It made several trips across the prairies| started for Denver,

[

a| July 14, 1862, after having been thirty-

seven days on the way.
Stranded in Nebraska.

The people of Nebraska City received
Mr. Osborn and his machine with great
cothusiasm and entertained him at a
banquet at the S8eymour house, at which
the late J. Sterling Morton, then mayor
of that ecity, presided. After dinner
the machine was paraded around town,
hauling twelve wagons crowded with
citizens,

A few days later, when Mr. Osborn
i:lB broke down nine

to Mankato and New Ulm for supplies,| miles west of Nebraska City. He man-
and was reasonably successful, but|aped to get the machine back as far as

after General Brown’s death it was
abandoned and the engine was utilized
_at the New Ulm agency for a grist-
mill.

‘‘The Prairie Motor.”’

, In~1860 General Brown, who had re-
tired from congress, conceived the idea
of® crossing the continent in a steam-
propelled  wagon. He went to New
York and contracted with Mr. Reed to
‘build an improved steam wagon to be
icalled ‘*The Prairie Motor,”” a cost of
$12,000. Reed was, given eighteen
months’ time to perfect the machine,
and on June 7, 1862, it started from

New York in charge of O. L. Osborn, |

master mechanic of Reed’s machine
shop. Mr. Osborn is still living and
recently prepared an account of his
experience, which was published in the
Nebraska Daily Tribune.

The wagon was such a huge affair
and so unsightly in appearance that it
-frightenod all the horses, and TFer-

Arbor Lodge farm, where Mr. Morton
lived, and was permitted to store it in
one of the barns on the place until he
could go to New York and secure a new
erank in place of ome that had been
broken. In the meantime the commis-
sioners of Otoe county, having been
subjected to eternal mortification be-
canse the machine broke down on one
of their highways, issued $20,000 in
twenty-year 10 per cent bonds to build
the Steam Wagon road, which bears
that name to this day.

Mr. Osborn did mnot return from
New York with the new ecrank until
the spring of 1863, and -while he was
repairing the machine its owner,-Gen-
eral J. R. Brown, died in Minnesota,
without making any provision for the
expenses of continuing the journey.
Mr. Osborn obtained employment in
the machine shops of the Council Bluffs
& St. Joe railroad, and the steam wagon
remained in Mr. Morton’s barn until
it was sold for storage.

AUTO GLUB HAS FUNDS

FOR INTER GITY ROAD.

No Special Assessment Necessary
to Carry Thru the Big
Projéct.

No assessment will be levied upon the
members of the Minneapolis Automobile
elub to earry thru the ‘‘good roads to
St, Paul’’ projeet indorsed by the board
of directors at their meeting Thursday
afternoon,

The estimated cost of the repairs
necessary to give a good course down
the west side of the river and back on
the East Side is between $3,000 and

$5,000. This money, derived from fees
" and dues, is already in the club treasury

according to the report of Treasurer A.

E, Paegel.

This statement promises to remove

{he objections made by some members

of the club at the first announcement of

“Its an Il Wind, Etc.”

Not a very good thing for the
man’s umbrella, but the Ga-
mossi Umbrella Hospital needs
the business. The fees are so
small that the man doesn’t
mind so much. They re-cover
quickly at this hospital.
GAMOSSI GLOVE CO,, °

610 Nicollet,

Cloc
Hospital

|-|a\.vl.n%3 enlarged our entire
Watch, Clock and Jewelry De-
partments, we wlll cure your

clock In our up-to-date Clock
Hospital at a most reasonable
expense and In a perfectly sat-
jsfactory manner. Telephone
us and we will call for your
clock.

PAEGEL JEWELRY HF@.C0

e

22 South Third Street.
are your

Wha eyes worthe

Save the strain by using the
Trufit mountings and new
Invisible Bifocal Lenses

the director’s plans. The first impres-

| sion when it was announced that the

|

|
|
|
|

~ made by
C. A. HOFFMAN,
.~ The Optician.

624 Nicollet Avenue.

Every thing Optical, and Kodaks.
"~ *“We can duplicate any lens or frame.”

| elub proposed to macadamize the entire

streteh out and back, was that an enor-
mous outlay of money would be re-
quired, and, naturally, some adverse
criticism dfose. .

As a matter of fact the greater por-
tion of the proposed course already is
in fine shape and will not call for the
expenditure of a cent. The most exten-
sive repairs will have to be on one mile
of Hiawatha avenue between Forty-see-
ond and Fifty-fourth streets. This lies
in the twelfth ward and the understand-
ing is that the ward will bear part of
the expense out of its street fund, tho
the brunt of the burdem probably will
fall on the eclub.

‘‘Easgy Sailing'’ Then.

Proposed federal improvements on
the Fort Snelling reservation will give
a good course to the Snelling bridge and
from there up West SBeventh street to
St. Paul, and out Comp avenue to Como
park, the roads are already excellent.
On Talmage avenue, which the course
will follow, from the park into Minne-
apolis, one bad hill, two railway ecross-
ings and a half-mile stretch of sandy
road need attention.

The proposed course of this auto cir-
euit is as follows: Portland to Minne-
haha avenue; Minnehaha to Hiawatha
at Forty-second; Hiawatha to Fifty-
fourth, where it enters to Fort Snelling
reservation; Fort Snelling along West
Seventh street into St. Paul, Como ave-
nue to Como park; Como park along
Talmage avenue into Southeast Minne-
apolis; home, on any street the driver
may choose.

By leaving Minnehaha at Forty-sec-
ond street, and following Hiawatha, the
course will avoid two railroad crossings
and the crowd of women and children
on Minnehaha opposite Minnehaha
park. When reduced to its proper terms
the plan does not mean the construec-
tion of a new drive, but only a little re-
touching of one already in use.

BIG AUTO BUILT HERE

Caplin Oompan; Makes Wagon for
Minneapolis Brewing Company.

The Caplin Automobile company has
just finished a gasolene delivery wagon
for the Minneapolis Brewing company.
The chassis is taken entire from a
standard touring car and is equipped
with a forty to forty-five-horsepower
motor. The body was fitted in the Cap-
lin shop and follows the general lines
of a light express dray. The car was
given a trial run on Thursday, and
seemed to be satisfactory in every re-
spect. .

Pike Plan Revived.

Again the subject of a continuous
pike between Chicago and New York
is being agitated by the New York and
Chicago Road association, of which W.

¥ | L. Dickerson of Springfield, Mass., is

president. The general route proposed
for the highway is as follows: From
New York, up along the Hudson to
Rhinebeck, thence across the river to
Kingston, Delhi, Binghamton, Elmira,
Hornellsville, Olean, Jamestown, FErie,
Ashtabula, Cleveland, Toledo, Butlers,
South Bend and Chicago.

Auto Climbs Mountain.

H. S. Haynes, northwest agent for
the White -Steam automobile, received
a letter recently from C. P. Mc(ﬁure,of
St. Cloud, Minn., who is touring Cali-
fornia this winter in liis auto, in which
he states that his machine (a White)
has won the distinction of being the
first and only car {o have eclimbed
Mount Solidad. He also states that he
finds as a general thing that the Min-
nesota roads are as smooth as a bil-
liard table compared to the roads in
California for automobiling.

LURED BY FINE ROADS,
AUTOISTS DEFY WINDS

Going Is Excellent on Frozen
Turf—Dorr Makes Run
to Anoka.

Roads better than they can hope to
have later in the season are tempting
Minneapolis automobilists out into the
open in spite of the prevailing post-
humous winter weather.

Muffled in furs or sheathed from the
wind by leather cloaks, gauntlets and
goggles, many of the more hardy en-
thusiasts have been bucking the boreal
blasts and seem to get a fair return of
pleasure. In all directions the roads,
solid with frost and barren of snow,
offer an ideal traction surface for
pneumatic tires, and to those abun-
dantly supplied with red blood, there is
something exhilarating in the sting and
chill of the March winds,

George Dorr of the Northwestern
Motor Vehicle company has the first
recorded out-of-town run'tp his ecredit,
and will be able to make the class with
the small boy who gets the first swim-
ming of the season, Mr. Dorr was not
looking for fame when he made his
run to Anoka last Tuesday night, but,
like other men who have secured a
}lace in the gallery of heroes, was bent
o+ly upon performing a kind act.

Friend Missed Train.

About 9 p.m., Mr. Dorr’s friend, Mr.
Woodard of Anoka, came to him with
an appeal for assistance. He had
missed his train and the folks at home
would be worried if he did not ‘show up
according to schedule. There was mo
telephone at his house and a telegram
would create moresconsternation than
his unexplained absence. A lift in Mr.
‘Dorr’s anto would solve the difficulty,
howaver.

In a short time the Dorr car was eat-
ing up the miles on the Anoka highway
and the Woodard family slept that
night without any uncertainty as to
the whereabouts of the head of the
house. Mr. Dorr returned by the way
he ecame when his act of mercy was
accomplished.  He reports that he
never had easier running over that par-
ticular road, tho the wind was anything
but balmy. 3

The Excelsior road is reported to be
in condition and several are eredited
with having made the run to the vil-
lage within the last month. Roads be-
tween here and St. Paul are reported
good. So are the roads from St. Paul
to Lake City. From Lake City to
Wabasha, fourteen miles, the run is
made on the ice and the going is said
to be excellent.

EVOLVING THE AIRSHIP

The Bike and the Auto Both Play a
© Part.

In the early days of the ‘‘horseless
carriage’’ its cousinship with the biey-
cle was well established by the steel
tubing used for the frame, the wheels
with tangent spokes and pneumatic
tires, the chain and sprocket drive and
other features. The evolution of the
airship from the automobile and the
cousinship between them seems about
to be established now by the flying ma-
chine of Sergius Vuite, the Russian,
whose contrivance is a combination of
the aeroplane and a runabout with a
basket budy. The ground running part
is used to get the aeroplane launched,
in lien of a tilted railway, such as
Professor Langley uses, or a running
leap down hill, as is used by the Wright
brothers. The light wheels perform an-
other service, also, in helping to absorb
the jar when the man-bird returns to
earth.

AUTO CHEMICAL ENGINE

Pittsburg Fire Department Will Put
Machine to Test.

by the fire department of an automobile
chemical engine. The ecar, which will
be built on a forty-five horsepower
chassis, with extra long wheel base,
has been ordered. It will be equipped
with two 250-gallon chemical tanks,

_lr

Trials soon will be made in Pittsburg |

l

Artist of Nearly a Century Ago |
Had Motor Tricycle Figured Out{

When the development of the loco-
motive was young, in the year 1827,
H. Alken made an ‘‘Illustration of
Modern Propheey,’’ which was en-
graved and printed in London in Janu-
ary, 1828. Aside from an interest

Faugh! The Flithy Fellow,

THE PROGRESS OF STEAM.
My Dear.

which elderly persons may find in the
female figures, this steam tricycle has
indications of details worked out more
than half a century later. The wheels
‘are suggestive of pneumatic tires; the
spokes are evidently designed for

The Wretch Feeds HIis Horse with Common Coal!
—From a print published in London, January, 1828,

Do You Want

Quality of Material,
Perfection of Workmanship

Beaaty of Destgn,

Ease of Operation,

Solidity and Strength,
And the Extreme Limit of Durability?

This is the combination of
desirable -features that has
made the ‘“‘“WAGNER’ the
popular and reliable machine
that it is today.

You are invited to call and
see a demonstration,

Catalogue and Testimonials
on Request.

EDWARDS CYCLE CO.,

AGENTS.
119 South Sixth Street,

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.

tensile strains only; the handlebar and
keadlight are quite modern; but the|
chauffeur’s costume has mnot yet been
realized. The engraving is made from
a print—a rare one—owned by W.
Laycock of Sheffield, Eng. -

six small fire extinguishers, ladders,
hose and the usual equipment of a
chemical wagon, and there will be room
on the footboards for ten firemen as
well ag the chauffeur.

The car will have sufficient capacity
to fight small fires or to take care of
the start of a big one, and one of the
advantages claimed for it is its speed
and the rapidity with which it can be
taken anywhere.

AUTO DRESS BALL

Brilliant Function in Connection with

Recent Berlin Show. I
In connection with the recent Berlin |
show what is deseribed as an automo-

bile fancy-dress ball was given at the
opera house. The Imperial ¢lub turned

up in full force. All the guests wore

The ball back-
the Herkomer

fancy motor costumes.
ground represented

‘ automobiles

1 need no hay and little |
water they are increasing in popularity

trophy route, the entertainment being by leaps and bounds.

enhanced by chauffeuse ballets, the
clever gyrations of four motor ears,
which ‘‘danced’’ most gracefully, comic
motor-trapping policemen and Tyrolese
village automobile scenes,

CHEAPER THAN HORSES

Air-Cooled Autos Should Be Popular in
Nevada.

Air-cooled cars should prove popular |

in Goldfield, Nev. There both water
and hay are scarce, and the former is
sold by weight,

give a horse a drink, therefore they do

not drink as often as their owners. As |

miles.

Vo

America’é"Finest and Swellest Tourisg Car

NOW ON EXHIBITION AT OUR GARAGE.

This i3 the car that holds the world’s 24-hour record, distance 1,094
Has aluminum body, Hess-Bright bearings (guaranteed for 5 years).

40 H. P.—4 cylinder—Price,

60 H. P.—6 cylinder—Price,

FAWKE'S AUTO CO.

Agents for Rambler, Marion and Wayne Cars.
Agents for Rushmore Lamps—the best in the world.

3000

Horses and mules are |
expensive luxuries; it costs 25 cents to |

Anto Construction Co.

ASENTS Hitchell and Lambert

FRICTION DRIVE CARS..

24 HP—Four Cylinders—
45 miles per hour—

Five passenger —Weighs
under 2000 Ibs.

tomorrow and years to come.
—buying a’'new car every seascn.
has so many superior points over other

opportunity.

HE AEROCAR is here and a teleprhone call will bring it to your office
or residence. I have and do claim that this car is remarkable for
great -flexibility of power, quiet running, roominess, easy riding, sta-

bility on the road, ease of control, and graceful lines; besides having the

very best material and workmanship in its make-up.

Avoid the expensive habits of your neighbor
Buy right—buy the Aerocar.

to investigate them. Let me take you for a ride in the handsome Aerocar.
Don’t forget that my business policy is to please. I can do it—give me the

It's the car of today,

This ecar
cars that you cannot afford to neglect

OSCAR M. BER

TELEPHONES { & . e, 367.

AERCCAR COMPANY OF MINNEAPOLIS

249-251 Third Ave. So.

GSTROM, Prop.

change of speed is overcome.

hood towar
There’s no strain about it.

To the enthusiastic motorist the selective type
transmission is a never-ending source of satisfaction.
Three speeds are furnished forward and reverse.
The usual clashing that ordinarily accompanies a

And talking of speed—in the recent Ormond Beach,
Florida, races, an ordinary stock Stoddard-Dayton
Model D, driven by an amateur, ran 15 miles in 17
minutes, finishing second and beating all other gasoline
cars in the 15-mile Amateur Handicap event.

The Stoddard-Dayton is always under control. ;
emergency brake enables.it to be stopped on the in-

POINT

ITS NOSE TO

THE SKY AND SOAR

-G

s an Alpine wonder when it comes

stant.

and throttles the
sured.

An
or down,

Send for Our 1906 Catalog—it's !flnﬂ'and Full of Information Interesting to Motor Folks

Haynes Automobile Co.
220 South Sixth S;[E) :l-]-i:;‘l;;;; ; DISTRIUTER

I

Stoddard-Dayton

d the hill-top, buckles-to, and takes the upgrade, is a positive delight.
The car was built for performances of just that sort.
Pasadena hill-climbing contest in California, February 23d, a Stoddard-Dayton was the winner in the class of
cars listing $2,500 or under, easily beating all rivals.

THAT'S ELOQUENT PROOF
OF A STODDARD-DAYTON CLAIM

That’s a point not to be overlooked.
foot and emergency brakes are interconnected with the
elutech. The application of either releases the clutch

Stoddard-Dayton Model D is g five-passenger Tour-
ing Car, equipped with a special type 416x5-in.,, four-
cylinder, water-cooled motor; hot rolled, high earbon,
pressed steel frame; perfect mechanical lubrication;
roller bearings for transmission.
intermediate, or vice versa, at speed of 25 miles uphill
A praetically noiseless car.

315 Robert St., St. Paul

to climbing. The way it hoists its

In the annual

Both

motor. That’s safety—doubly in-

Change from high to

$2,250.

style, finish,

WRITE FOR AGEN

AUBURN Model C, 20-24 H. P., 81250

The best mechanically oiled, combined with beauty,
wer and easy riding qualities, makes
the Auburn the best car in the world for the money.

See this car and be convinced of its merits. We will
gladly keep this car inrepair 1 year for $5 per month.

MINNEAPOLIS AUTO Go.

91l NICCLLET AVENUE.
Northwestern Agents for Auburn Car and Hegeland Axle.

g

T’S PROPOSITION.

We have a large stock of SeCondhanF Autos that have just been
overhauled. It will pay you to investigate.

RENTING REPAIRING .

STCRING

and see the styles of wording which m

Reforo writing a Journal want ad it is well to look over the want pages

will find them to be the ones which spread out the whole story so you can
see at sight whether or not the proposition is suitable for you. Write your own
want ad that way and you will be satisfied with the answers you receive.

ost appeal to you. In every c2se you




