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A MINNEAPOLIS MAN'S STORY OF THE 
]Ed A. Stevens, WtjoWitnessed It, Coifeels Some Erroneous Statemfents Concerning the Shooting of the Beloved 

l. pened that the Descriptions of the Alleged Assassin, Sent Out by the Government, Were Incorrect, 
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ED. A. STEVENS, 
In the Uniform of the Old First Min­

nesota, 1861. • • 

FORTY-ONE years ago t o d a y -
April 16th, 1865—the nation was 
enshrouded in the deepest gloom. 

Abraham Lincoln, the president, now 
defined as " the savior of his country, 
and even then beloved as was no other 

-man in the United States, had been 
shot down by an assassin the night be­
fore while attending the theater and 
bad expired at twenty-two minutes past 
7 o'clock in the morning. 

The day was Saturday and the peo­
ple upon arising, in the eastern states, 
were for the most part acquainted with 
bhe terrible news. In the larger cities. 
in downtown districts, the news had 
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The President was shot In a thjfrftrltd.-nlgtit; 

and perhaps indrtally wounded. 
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T O E W T O B S : Our Washington? agent, orders] 

thef the dispatch about the President *'stopped."| 

8e|Nothingis said about the.trntnorfalsityof_th 

dispatch. 
Fourth Page of the New York Tribune. 
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The creats of last eight in Washington 

wffi strike with profound horror W/whole 

American people. At this moment of writing, 

wo have only a partial announcement of the 

facts, and hare neither the date nor the spirit 

for comment. 

The Change.to JPeaee—The First More-
meat. 
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PRESIDENT LINCOLN 
ASSASSINATED. • 

SECRETARY SEWARD 
MURDERED IN 

HIS BED. 

DEATH OF THE PRESI­
DENT YESTERDAY 

MORNING. 

frsderiok Seward Dan-; 
gerously Wounded, 

THE 

THE PRESIDENT. 

At 52 nflnntespast seren o'clock tasPrsai. 
Heat brestbadhla ltwt,olosJag his eyes a* if 
fsuiag to aieep, and his consonance «"-TB1MI 
an •yprtaatoa, of, .psricot stsynffjr. Thsrs 
y/ere no indicattosarot paln> w^ijit.wsa not 
known that he was dssd tmty t*A gxadaauy 
•daereaatnc reapiraoon ceased sitoslsttMr. 

BST. Dr. Onrley, (of the New*TorJt ATtnpe 
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, ĵ wya >vVWjŝ -nnsJTlnort<|aak iaj.fuas 

u T n t « n A W i 

BEAU, IUIXA IITITO IfOmtlraTlv. 

i 
Sis) 
low 

i 
in. 
tr 
tt 
4 

I 
o 
*) 
a 
* 
ret 
ne 

r 
Editorial from the New York Times, April 15, 1865. . H O W T W O M I N N E S O T A PAPERS D I S P L A Y E D T H E TRAGIC N E W S . Washington Evening Star, Second Page. Washington Dally Morning Chronicle, First Page* 

-been disseminated 
orowds about the newspaper and tele­
graph offices. 

The American newspaper was not 
;hen conducted as it is now. The re­
productions of headings printed on th i s 
>are indicate the crude facilities news­
papers of that day had for obtaining 
lews and their mp'dest way of displayi­
ng it . . -. 

Other Assassinations. 
The • headlines from the Pioneer and 

;he Press at St. Paul, since consoii-
lated, but then separate newspapers, 
tnd the only dalies in Minnesota, did 
fairly well in comparison with their 
jastern contemporaries, telegraphic fa-
dlities considered, but what a contrast 
heir pages offer with the pages of the 

"Papers of e v e n twenty - s ix ; y e a r s l a t e r 
vhen President Garfield was shot on 
,he morning of July 2, 1881! 

The New York Herald bulletined 
ihis assassination in front of its office 
ust seven minutes after Guiteau/s bul-
et found its mark, and before Presi-
lent Garfield had been lifted into an 
tanbulance. The circumstance that -its' it 
.Washington correspondent was standing ber 

for this remarkablp feat of newspaper 
y ^ 6 * reporting. 

The Minneapolis Journal Sept. 6, 
1901, issued' an extra announcing the 
assasination of President McKinley at 
the Pan-American exposition, just fif­
teen minutes after the event occurred, 
difference in time considered, and had 
four extras, out within the succeding 
hour and a half. I ts bulletin reached 
the state fair grounds, where an 
enormous crowd was viewing an excit­
ing race, even before the extra was 
issued, hut was not read to the people 
until after the conclusion of the race, 
and was then held for some time for 
confirmation as to whether the presi­
dent had been fatally wounded. The 
next regular edition or T h e J o u r n a l 
devoted twenty-seven columns to the 
assassination, a review of the life of 
McKinley and comment. 

Witnessed by a Minneapolis Man. 

There is living in Minneapolis today 

It the telegraph office in the depot anctjthen 
Witnessed the tragedy was responsible fduty 

a former newspaper man who was at 
Pord's theater, who heard the fatal 
shot and paw John Wilkes Booth the 
assassin leap upon the stage after firing 

He is Ed A. Stevens, â  mem-. 
of t h e o ld F i r s t M i n n e s o t a , 

in Washington"" on detached 
at the headquarters of the 

Army of the Potomac under Gen­
erals McClellan, Burnside, Hooker and 
Meade. He had been mustered out of 
the volunteer service and placed in 
charge of an army printing office, nomi­
nally connected with the. surgeon gen­
eral's office, but for a time the secret 
printing office of the war department. 
, He has a vivid recollection of the 

scene at the theater and the circum­
stances of the tragedy and says that 
he has never met anyone who was there 
at the time who saw and heard things 
just as he did, and that furthermore, 
he has never met any two eye-witnesses 
who agreed as to details—a contradic­
tion due, he thinks,, to the intense ex­
citement occasioned by the sound of the 
shooting. He says: ". .,'„ , ^ „ 

E d Stevens' Story. ".""."..: 
The play presented that evening was "Our 

American Cousin," by the Laura Keene com­
pany, and the management had announced, that 
In view of the fact that President Lincoln and 
bis cabinet, accompanied by General Grant and 
other notables, were to attend, the play' wouliN 
be presented in its entirety and not as usually 
witnessed in America. 

The advent of the presidential party created 
some - applause, but nothing like as much as' 
might have been' .properly • expected^ penhaps 
owing to the fact that Laura Keene was then 
on the stage, and the center of attraction, i t 
being her "benefit night." .'The1'play, proceeded HARPER'S.WfeEKJLY.PJlA.W4NG OF T H E SCENE OF, T H E ASSASSINATION 

to the second scene of the third act, occupying 
little more stage space than was In front of 
the curtain - line, when Mme. Mount Cberring-
ton said ' to - Asa Trenchard, so-called the Amer­
ican cousin: "You don't understand the man­
ners' of good society,"• and left him alone on 
the stage as he responded, "I guess I know, 
enough to turn you inside out." ' The audience 
laughed :ondL applauded. 

At. this moment, when the stage was clear 
save for the ,Qne man about to leave it, two 
pistol shots' were fired In quick succession, ap­
parently - without causing much uneasiness. 
Personally I thought: '"There is one of the 
changes I have been looking for." 

A second or two later, the draperies being 
thrust aside, a form crouched on the low rail 
of. the box nearest the audience as tho ready 
tp spring, fell back, rallied again, Jumped to 
the stage, and, shouting "Sic semper tyrannls" 
in a stilted, stagey stride, walked rapidly across 
the stage and disappeared. 

Laura-Keene reappeared, and—with John 
Drew, I think it was—stood Just under. the 
corner of the box farthest from the audience 
holding conversation with the occupants of 
the box, little of which was heard by the 
audience. 

Then Laura Keene fairly shouted: - "The 
president is.shot. It's John Wilkes Booth." 

Still as ~ the hush that follows a prayer in 
the chamber' of the dying, the audience sat 
spellbound for a few, seconds—they seemed min­
utes—then -a voice here and there shouted: 

"Hang him!"' • 
The crowd took up the cry "and pandemonium 

broke loose. I doubt if- a half minute expired 

between the time of the first explosion of 
the pistol and the time when a score o€ mas 
had reached the stage in pursuit of the assassin. -

On my way home—it was before the dmys' 
of the telephone—I was impressed with t h e . 
rapidity with which the news had travels*. 
I was - among the first to leave the theater, 
hut it seemed as tho the occupants of every 
house for a dozes blocks knew what had hap- * 
pened. Scantily clad, they sat at windows ./* 
or stood In doorways and asked: "Is he deadT" '' 
"Are they all killed?" What awakened the 

.multitude at that comparatively late hour I -
have never been able to learn; perhaps i t 
was a case of "spontaneous telepathy." 

Scarcely bad I reached home when a mea- -
aenger summoned me to the war department, 
and an hour later my assistants were at the 
printing office. We spent the night in print­
ing supposed descriptive cards, which were 
promptly scattered turnout the army and np-
and down the Potomac and nearby places. Oa . - . 
one side of each card was a "description -of 
John Wilkes Booth," and on the ether an 
alleged portrait from an electrotype, most of '• 
the portraits representing Booth in one of hi* 
Shaksperean characters. A few hours later i t 
was discovered that all three Booth brothers— 
Edwin, Junius Brutus and John Wilkes—were 
represented on the cards, and that the "de- -
scription" was of a composite character, being v 
the work of Edwin M. Stanton, secretary of. '• 
war, who had hurriedly Interviewed different 
persons as to the personal: appearance of "Actor' £ 
Booth." The. manuscript, was exhibited at "BlOf ' 
King's last fair,'i..*nd. was" in the eolleetioff-*'' 
I lost at the Brackett block lire In 1881. 
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pThis Week a Favorite in 
The Selection of Bi 

JOSEPH BOBLETER. 

John Taylor -Prater, Brainefd, "real 
tate and lands, newest membex of. 
tt'e senate. - Born April 1&, 1848 on 
farm near Uniontown, Belmont, eoun-
, Ohio. Scotch descent. Grandfather 
rector on Ohio division of the under-
ound railway and prominent" aboli-
mist. - Educated country, schools, 
cio Central college, Iberia, Ohio, com-
srcial. t ra in ing in Pittsburg. .Got.' 
irted> t eaching school. 18-70-1. Tiye 
airs in . grocery , business:. in Iberia.,, 
me to Minnesota 1881; setjtled. in^ 
ainerd. With the' NorJ**5?.ra J?aciftc-: 

pT years." In business - for a time., 
eted county treasurer in 1889, serv--
seven terms, fourteen- years. Elected 

|#e senator 1904 to fill term of late" 
ator Ferris. Prominent republican, 

irker in.northern Minnesota; 'Land-
iek at state conventions, gets there", 

"a knowing, confidential Wink of le f t 
,»c Mason, Shriner and K. E. ... 

E . Boyesen, St. Paul, lawyer, 
Qhristiaiiia, Norway,, . April 21, 

jTk- Tather-an ofiUei in. the. Tgwyrb. 

,i A U E. BOYESEN.-..vt---? i r /-,-c-

•gian regular army. Family w"ell khdwnr 
and prominent. Studied in Norwegian 
•schools. 

Came to America at age of 12 and 
entered Urbana university, - Urbana, 
Ohio. Was graduated in 1878. 

Carne^ to Minneapolis, entering the 
,law office of Shaw, Levi & Cray as a 
student. 

Was admitted to the bar in 1880, then 
blew t o that dear Fargo, N. D. . Then 
returned to St. Paul, where he is still 
engaged in the practice of law. Politi­
cally a Cleveland democrat. Prominent 
in civil service reform movements. 

Herman Emil Zoch, Minneapolis, 
musician. - -•- *i 

Born Theerkeute, Posen,;, 'Prussia, 
April 16, .1857. Father director of es­
tates of Polish count. Had ..private. *tu/-
tors, then went to state gymnasium .at. 
Hal le ,Saxony. Graduated from.Thpmate 
gymnasium, JLeipsie, classical .course. '.. 

Always- strong for music. Mother, 
never-had to-make'him practiced -Went. 
to,Leipsic-conservatory of music,' grad--. 
uating- and winning prize. Then in 
Paris and 'two years in Munich, be­
came well known, gave recitals in music 
centers.' Came to America 1883; Min­
neapolis a year later. "Prominent as 
teacher of piano. ' H a s "given 9,001 re­
citals" in Minneapolis and made several 
tours to the cultured. arid tainted east. 
Not afraidof the blackest music. Plays 
it all, with one finger or ten}" 

Joseph. Bobleter, New TJlm, colonel 
Second regiment, M. N. G., and its old­
est member. Born Dornbirn, Austria, 
April 19, 1846. At age of. .12. came tp 
America and ge t . wise in. Dubuque. 
W o r k e d a n d w e n t .to s c h o o l arid' Sppt." 
15, 1862, at the-, age-, of 16,. erili&ed. J n 
Thirteenth United States" ."infantry'.4 

Later served in -the navy, ^then- trans-t 
"ferred to Second Iowa .cavalry. Dis­
charged September, 1865, reinlisted in" 
November in old regiment, Thirteenth 
regulars. Was on Admiral Porter's 
flagship, ' /Black H a w k . " Went to New 
TJlm. in .'69 and engaged in drug busi­
ness. Established New TJlm Review 
in 'TB^and ..published it until 1887. 
Postmaster '73- to '86. Elected to leg­
islature 1883 and state treasurer 1886. 

HERMAN EMIL ZOCH. 

Sale of seeds. 
Flower and Plant Dept. '**_ *, 

M AY'S Northern £rown Seeds—the' 
most hardy and productive. Fresh 

stock;, large assortments Flowers and 
Vegetables. Monday T# ̂  pkts f / l i - , 
spef la l . . . . . . .;*..„<:..•-./^sV for 1%JC 
Sweet Peas*, choice mixture, large blossom, 
.special Monday,ounce, 5 c . 

^Nasturtium, large flowering variety, per 
ounce, 1 0 c . 

Lawn ;See<J,inv %j % and 1-Jb. packets. ;. 

Nicolltt ave. : First ave, so. 
MINNEAPOLIS, 

Fifth street. 

Photo special 
• Studio, Fourth Floor. 

A LL this week—ending Saturday even­
ing, April 21—we will make a dozen 

of our 
"ARLINGTON F O L D E R S / ' 

in Platinum finish,—our regular price $3.50 
—for ' 

$1.75 
Take Main Elevators. 

FREEMAN P. LANE. 

"p£*5 

serving eight years. From 1874 to 1878 
had only militia company in the state.-
Made colonel of the Second regiment, 
M. N. G., February, 1883. G. A. R., A. 
O. TJ. W., Sons of Hermann and Mason* 

Freeman P. Lane, Minneapolis, law­
yer, Mainite and Excelsorite. Born 
E a s t p o r t , M e . , A p r i l 20 , 1 8 5 3 . Of 
Scotch and Irish ancestry and tall but 
honest parents. Came to Minneapolis 
with parents in 1861, took a course as 
newsboy and bootblack, and Was. offi­
cial bill poster from '62 to '65. • Ac­
quired a pickup education. During,sum­
mers of '68 to '71 built telegraph lines 
thru Minnesota, Iowa and Dakotas. 
. Decided to be a lawyer and entered 
office of Albee Smith. Finished' with, 
two y e a r * at Albany law school and ad­
mitted to New York bar '74. Returned 
to Minneapolis and began practice of 
law .with George W. Hall. A republi­
can strong and elected to legislature in 
1888. Now practicing -hejre and be­
coming an exnert in Minnetonka lore;, 
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Fourth grecacut^dlsale silverware; 
J prices one-third to one-half under regular. 

EACH year these annual sales increase in interest. Each year we are forced to greater efforts to surpass the previous year's 
record. For this sale it pleases us much to state that enormous purchases enable us to quote values such as we have never 
known, before—knowing well you will appreciate the savings. All the beautiful new 1906 patterns shown in splendid varie­

ties. -The selections are numerous, giving all a rare opportunity to buy wedding gifts, birthday remembrances, ware for your 
own use, andrfor any. other ptiirpose at liberal reductions—"nothing cheap but the price"—the qualities are unquestioned. A 
point We cannot emphasize too strongly is, these goods are not-one of the many so-styled " Rogers'' lines, but m. .. . 

• •- - =' . . r i - ? 7 « v '••• .- ' . / - . / ;-v;u :. :-;-~ ' * - ' • - * . ' ' • • ' . ' 1° ~ "•"' 

the genuine Wtri. A. Roger's^dre.,'. ..7%e ia/e kjfiiris .-MonidiQJy * 
morning, April 16. Several groups arranged for easy choosing. 

Group One—Consisting of quadruple 
plated, satin £nished or burnished 
Berry Dishes, Sugar Bowls, Bread 
Trayjsy Syrup Pitchers," Bon Bon 
Dishesj Card Receivers, Pickle 
Casters, .Fruit Dishes. Regular 
prices $1.50 to $2—sale,. . Q J O - , 

., price, choic© vof lot - S ^ O C 
Group Tfwo—Consisting of quadruple 

. plated Cake Baskets, Berry Bowls, 
- (imported glass),"Nut Bowls, Choc-

- olate- Pots, Bread Trays, .Butter' 
Dishes, Water Pitchers. Regular 
prices, $3.50 to Q'O A Q 

• $4.50. Sale r choice «J>^T• ntO 

Group Three-r Consisting of quadru­
ple plated 4-piece Tea Sets—but­
ler, bright burnished or satin en­
graved. Regular prices $10.00 to 
$12.50 set—sale price, 
choice 

Group . Pour—Consisting of Fruit 
Dishes, Salad Bowls, Baking 
Dishes, Butter Dishes, Nut Bowls, 
Water Pitchers, Cake Baskets, 
Regular price $5. ' Salt 
price, choice of lot. 

Group Five^—Consisting of Baking 
Disbes, Berry Dishes, Fruit Dis"hesf 

Salad Bowls, Cake Baskets, Bread 
Trays. Regular price $6.50-^-sale 
price choice of 0 A A Q 

$8.48 

'$3.48 

Group Six—Consisting . of 2-piece 
Tea Sets, in assorted patterns. 

. Regular prices $3.95 to $5.00 set— 
sale price, choice, d**\ QO 

Group Seven—Consisting of Cake 
Baskets, Sugar Bowls, Butter 
Disbes, Bread Trays, Crumb Trays, 
Cracker Bowls, Nut Bowls, -etc.— 
Regular prices $2.00 to $2.50—sale 

•price, choice of If* # A Q 

lot,;...., 0 / . 4 O 
Candelabras 

CandelabraB —like* cut — beautiful 
' new designs in French gray and 

bright burnished finish. Regular 
prices $5.75 and $6.50- &J *y jF 
sale price, choice %p^.**J 

,4-Piece Quadruple Plated Tea 
Sets, gold lined and satin en-

' 'graved,•',[ assorted patterns— 
Vorth to $7.50.set. d* J £\0 

,-, Sale price, choice, • ^ 4 T « 3 / 0 
4-Piece Quadruple Plated High-

grade Tea Sets, beautiful new 
"^patterns and finish. Regular.' 
-%riees $14.50 to %-":;(t*f\' fk eft 

->$16.50. ChoiM.::T&jf.5rO(, 

Roger's flat-ware ? 
Win. A. Rogers 12-Dwt. Knives 

and Forks. Regular price $3 
set of 12 pieces, . 0**% O % 
sale price, set. %pj£•£& 

Roger's .Tea Spoons—Regular 
price 69c set— :* * * ? / } • • 
sale price .„..*»...*.&jrC 

Roger's Soap Spoons—Regnlar 
price $1.25 set— 'i^i-'^QjZ^r' 
sale price ......,..'?'.%. O ^ C-
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