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RING TORN FROM THE DYING* GIRL'S FINGER IS FOUND 
I N N . RIGGS' SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX WITH HER MONEY 

DIRECT PRIMARY 
INDORSED IN N. D. 

Insurgents Win a Great Victory 
for Principle After a Long 

Hard Fight. 

BOTH FACTIONS IN A 
HAPPY MOOD AT END 

Next Legislature Called Upon to 
Frame New Law—"Ma­

chine" in Saddle. 

-The 

BLOWN TO PIECES 
BY THIEVES' BOMB 

Laborers Slain by Terrific Explosion 
and Dead Bodies Robbed, 

Evans Is Victor 
MMtsawiSEH t̂tawMMgwi 

By Charles B. Cheney. 
Jamestown, N. D., July 13 

North Dakota insurgents went out of 
the republican state convention in a 
blaze of glory. They secured the adop­
tion of a resolution favoring a direct 
primary on state officers over the heads 
of the resolutions committee. I t came 
•just before^ the adjournment, a little 
before midnight, and after the machine 
had carried its slate of nominees thru 
by a two-to-one vote. So, altho badly 
beaten for the offices, the insurgents 
went home consoled They said they 
were fighting for principle, not for the 
offices, and they won the adoption of 
about the only principle considered by 
the convention. As Feetham of Grand 
Forks said, the resolutions presented by 
the committee were nothing but ful­
some praise for candidates, and not a 
statement of what North Dakota re­
publicans believed in. 

Debate for Two Hours. 
The primary resolution was adopted 

after a hot debate lasting nearly two 
hours. It was first offered in the after­
noon, when the resolutions of the com­
mittee were read. I t was presented by 
A. W. Christiansen of Towner, McHen-
ry county, and. read as follows: 

" B e ft resolved, That this conven­
tion favors and recommends the enact­
ment by the next legislative assembly 
of a direct-primary election law pro­
viding for the nomination of all coun­
ty, legislative, district, state and con­
gressional offices and a preference for 
United States senators." 

The resolution was referred to the 
committee, which had a meeting and 
drafted a substitute, which was a prize 
" l i t t l e joker. ' ' I t said: 

^^Ve further recommend to the new 
legislative assembly tha> such change 
be made in the present primary election 
law as will, in the judgment of the 
members, meet the requirements of the 
people thruout the s tate ." 

The machine leaders supported the 
substitute, urging that the convention 
had no right to direct the legislature's 
action. All the argument for the 
Christiansen resolution was by insur­
gent leaders, among them P. D. Norton 
of Devils Lake, H. T. Helgesen of Mor­
ton, F. C. Feetham of Grand Forks and 
A. T. Cole of Cass county. They plead­
ed for a platform on which they could 
appeal to the insurgent counties to sup­
port the ticket the machine had nomi­
nated. They warned the convention 
that public sentiment demanded a 
change and to refuse an indorsement of 
the principle would endanger success at 
the polls. i 

All the machine leaders worked hard 
to beat the resolution except Jud La 
Moure, who betrayed considerable inter­
est in it, but did not break over his 
rule of silence m party convention. On 
the rollcall his county went 12 to 4 for 
the direct primary, showing plainly 
where he stood. 

The delegates from several machine 
counties broke away on this vote which 
stood 2S6 to 227. On the original roll 
call it carried stronger and the oppo* 
nents of the primary succeeded in hav-
ii|g some votes changed, but not enough. 
The roll by counties stood as follows: 

How the Counties Stood. 
No. 

Chicago, July 18.—Three men were 
blown to pieces, three others fatally in­
jured and several others badly hurt by 
an explosion which early today wrecked 
a shanty in the McLaughlin stone quar­
ries at Bellwood a short distance north­
west of Chicago. 

The dynamite shed of the quarry, 
which is at a considerable distance from 
the shanty which was blown up, was 
broken open and the dynamite carried 
to the building in which a number of 
laborers were sleeping and exploded bej 
neath the structure. 

The survivors all declare there was no 
dynamite around their shanty when 
they retired for the night. 

Remains Hurled Far. 
The explosion was terrific and 

aroused the residents for several miles 
around and shattered many panes of 
glass a mile away from the quarries. 

The larger part of the body of one of 
the men killed was taken from a tree 

a hundred feet from the place where 
the shanty had stood. Sections of the 
corpse were found lying all around the 
tree. All of the men killed and injured 
were Greek and Italian laborers. 

Bobbery Suspected. 

The Officials of the McLaughlin1 com­
pany denounced the blowing up of the 
Shanty as deliberate murder and said 
that in their opinion the crime had 
been actuated by a desire to rob the 
sleeping men. 

Several of them were known, to have 
considerable money, and a Louis Pap-
pilo was said to have carried $1,000 In 
a belt which he wore around one leg. 

Pappilo and his brother were killed 
and when the bodies were found both 
had been stripped of clothing. This was 
not the case with any other man who 
was in the shanty at the time of the 
explosion and according to officials of 
the McLaughlin company bears out 
their theory that robbery was the 
motive ^ f the crime. -. 

SLAYER'S BOOTY FOUND, \ 
BARES GREED FOR GOLD 

ROADS ABE QUIZZED 
ON GRAIN BUSINESS 

Interstate Commerce Commission 
Begins Searching Probe Au­

thorized by Resolution. 

ARMOR TRUST GETS 
HALF OF BIG JOB 

h 
Carnegie and Bethlehem Steel 

Companies "In" On Big 
e 

Battleship Contracts. 

GIRL IN DISGUISE 
SHOT ADMIRAL 

Assassin of Russian Naval Officer 
Was a Maiden Disguised 

as a Sailor. 

_3£ 

Girl's Stolen Money, Watch and Ring 
Found, with Letter Proving Riggs% 

Held Girl as in a SpelL /̂  

Aye 
Barnes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
Benson 11 
Billings 
Bottineau IT 
Burleigh 
Cass 8 
Cavalier 9 
Dickey 1 
Eddy 3 
Emmons . . 7 
Poster 
Grand Forks 23 
GrlKKB t 
La Moure 8 
Logan 
McHerfry 15 
Mcintosh 
McLean 1 
Mercer 
Morton 
Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
OllTer 
Pembina 12 
Pierce • 9 
Ramsey 1* •• 
Ransom • •• 11 
tllchland 3 16 
Rolette 8 
Sargent • 2 8 
Btark m

 7 

Steele . . ° • 
Stutsman 2 14 
To-wner . . 1 8 
TralU A 12 . . 
Wabash 15 1 
Ward 5 29 
tVells „ 12 . . 
Williams 8 

After the vote, M. N. Johnson made 
a brief speech thanking the convention 
fof the passage of the resolution and 
then launching into an attack on Con­
gressman G-ronna's record, moving to 
strike from the platform the indorse­
ment of Granna. Both Johnson and 
Gronna were spoiling for the fray, but 
the convention was tired and would not 
listen. Thev were ruled out of order. 

"Just Begun t o n i g h t . " 
The famous North Dakota machine is 

•till in the saddle. The long precon-
vention fight is over and the organiza­
tion has added another to its long 
gtring of victories, The "regulars' ' 
are happy, and strange to say, the in­
surgents are not wearing long faces. 
They say they-didn't expect to win, and 
were only laying a foundation. The 
fight has iust begun, say the insurgent 
leaders. They have taken their medi-

, cine, and will support the ticket, but 
they will lav their plans at once for an­
other contest rn 1908. They say they 
made a better showing than they ex­
pected. They will work hard for a di­
rect primary on state officers. If they 
can get it thru "fee legislature, they 
hope to sweep the state next time. 

The vote did not quite show the rela-

By W. W. Jermane. 
Washington, July 18.—The Interstate 

Commerce commission has started its 
investigation of the relation between 
the railroads and grain elevators, au­
thorized in Senator La Follette's reso­
lution. Today a circular is being sent 
to all railroad companies asking for cer­
tain information. 

The circular states that '^In the 
judgment of the commission the investi­
gation involves and requires securing 
immediately the following iteate of in­
formation from carriers engaged in the 
transportation of grain . as mterestate 
commerce, and your company is request­
ed and directed to file with commission 
specific statements embodying such in­
formation with all practi6able dispatch 
and not later than Aug. 1 5 . " 

The companies are asked to state: 
First—Name, location and capacity 

of the elevators along main lines; 
switch, sidetrack or spur, and which are 
used solely for grain owned by the oper-
'ator. 

Second—The name and address of the 
operator of each elevator and whether 
operated by the owner, or under lease 
or other contract. 

Third—To indicate which elevators 
are located on the right-of-way and the 
terms of such operation and whether 
like privilege is open to all persons. 

Fourth—What, if any interest has 
the railroad company, thru stock owner­
ship or otherwise, in elevators along 
its line. Under this heading the com­
panies are asked to describe fully all 
alliances betweeen them and the eleva­
tors, including ownership and allow­
ances made for handling grain. 

Fifth—The names of ten of the larg­
est shippers of grain over its line since 
June 30, 1905. And if any shippers 
have interest in elevators. 

Sixth—The extent to which the, com­
panies have been engaged in buying or 
selling grain, since June 30, 1905, either 
directly or indirectly. 

(Seventh—The extent to which any 
officer, employee of stockholder of the 
railroad company been engaged in the 
ownership or operation of any elevator, 
directly or indirectly. 

Eighth—The rescription of all special 
favors or privileges which railroad com­
panies during the last three years have 
provided or granted, under stress of 
competition or other conditions with a 
view to maintaining or increasing the 
volume of traffic, giving in detail the 
particular reason for granting such spe­
cial facilities. 

Ninth—List of or statements show­
ing in detail the methods of distribut­
ing cars in the shipment of grain. 

Washington, June 18.—Secretary 
Bonaparte announced today that the 
Carnegie and Bethlehem Steel com­
panies will be given the contract for 
armor for one of the new 16,000 ton 
battleships at the price named by the 
Midvale company m their bid. Tho 
contract for the armor for the other 
battleship will go to the Midvale com­
pany. -The Carnegie and Bethlehem 
companies are to share equally in the 
contract given them. 

Nashville, Tenn., July 13.—Henry 
Clay Evans of Hamilton county, for­
mer commissioner of pensions and re­
cently American consul general m Lon­
don, was last night nominated for gov­
ernor by the republican state conven­
tion. % 

The nomination of Evans came after 
an exciting session and marks the trans­
fer of republican leadership in Tennes­
see from Congressman Walter P. Brown-
low of the first district to Mr. Evans. 

The storm broke over the report of 
the committee on credentials. There 
was a division over some of the con­
tested counties, and the attempts of 
each faction to seat i ts choice soon 
changed the convention into a howling 
mob. Delegates crowded the speaker's 
stand, ran over the press tables and 
threatened to engage in fist fights. 

Quiet finally being restored, the Ev­
ans report, as a whole, was adopted on 
motion of a Brownlow man, the result 
arousing a wild demonstration. Then 
the report of the committee on perma­
nent organization, naming Congress­
man Nathan W. Hale for chairman, 
was adopted and the remaining busi­
ness1 of the convention quickly and 
harjnoniensiy dispatahed, Mr. Evans ' 
appearance w a t f ^ ^ s l g i a a l "for a fren­
zied demonstratij^ 

Sevastopol, Bussia, July 18.—^Et is 
creditably stated that the assassin of 
Admiral Chouknin, commander of the 
Black sea fleet was a girl disguised in 
the uniform of a sailor. No arrest 
has yet be™ made. 

Tartars Attack Monastery. 
Tiflis, July 13.—At Etchmiadzin, the 

ecclesiastical capital of Armenia, Tar­
tars last night attacked the monastery 
and residence of the Armenian patri­
arch. The Tartars, who had hidden 
themselves in the surrounding hills, 
opened fire and charged the monastery 
after nightfall. They were repulsed, 
but formed for a second attempt, when 
infantry and Cossacks arrived. The 
officers tried to persuade the Tartars 
to desist, but the latter opened fire on 
the troops, wounding several. The Cos­
sacks thereupon charged and dispersed 
the Tartars, killing one and wounding 
many. 

Mob Pommels Mayor. 
Kanyshin, July 18.—A crowd of As­

trakhans yesterday arrested the mayor, 
chief of police and several policemen of 
this place and beat them. Political 
prisoners^ who had been liberated by 
the mob, interceded with the crowd for 
the lives of the mayor and chief of po­
lice, who thereupon were released. 

BUILDINGS SHAKEN BY QUAKE. 
Bl Paso, Texas, July 18—One of tbq severest 

earthquakes that has been experienced In Sam 
Marlal occurred yesterday. 

Large buildings swayed perceptibly, and It 
was feared they would rock off their founda­
tions. A second shock was felt latex. These 
Shocks hare been very frequent of late, and, 
altho no damage has been reported, much un-
*Bslnes8 is felt. 

Booty Found in Riggs' Vault 
CASH. 

Two $1,000 bills (these are pin-pierced and have been aongfct as 
the key to the mysterious features of the ease ) . „.*... 

Three packages of bills, $100 each 
Loose bills, $10 to $50 denomination.. . , 

p «. e ^ s * * • i 800.00 
790.00k 

Total cash .«**.-. .f8»09QjOft 

.$10000 

. 850.00 

. 100.00 

PRESIDENT TO VISIT MINNESOTA; 
TO HUNT DEER AT BOVEY IN FALL 

Special to The JfoumaL 

Washington, July 18.—-President The­
odore Roosevelt will visit Minnesota 
next fall. Arrangements have been 
made whereby the nation's executive, 
nothing now unforeseen preventing, will 
hunt deer in the northern part of the 
state. His trip necessarily must be 
brief, but it is probable that his itiner­
ary will be so arranged that he will 

spend some time in the twin cities. 
On his hunting trip the president will 

be the guest ox John H. Greenway, 
general superintendent of the United 
States Steel corporation on the western 
Mesaba range. Headquarters will be 
established at Bovey, Minn., from 
whence will move the expeditions in 
search of deer. The country about Bo­
vey is famous for its game. 

Mr. Greenway who will be the presi­
dent^ host is a Yale graduate, a for-

mer football man and a personal friend 
of the chief executive, thru his having 
been a member of the Rough Eiders. 

Tho it has been announced that the 
president would be unable to visit the 
west before 1907, his desire to hunt deer 
and his promise to Mr. Greenway that 
he would take advantage of the lat­
ter 's invitation make it certain that 
Mr. Roosevelt will make every effort to 
avail himself of the opportunity to en­
joy the sport he craves. 

OONVER.TTBLB PAPER. 

Certificates of Deposit, all on Citizens' Bank of Ellsworth— 
Jan. 6, 1906 « — ^ . - . . « . . -*-«.«—.». 

•Feb. 9, 1906 • i M . . ~ . ~ . « , . . „ ~ ~ i 
Feb. 13, 1906 M . . . . c ^ . v « r ^ . - . . A M I > . • •<—••». 
June 18, 1906 10O00 

Promissory note by F. B . Chapman and W. Gk Hystop to Biggs, 
due 1907 ' fiOOflO 

VALUABLES. 

One gold ring bearing Initials, #TT. M. B."—This had been stripped 
from dying girl's finger. 

One lady's gold watch, given by B iggs to Miss Ellison and taken fxgo| 
her as she was dying. **? 

An old railroad ticket on Omaha road and dated In 1903. \ -
A buckskin purse, large, old and empty. t 

SECTJBITIES. St 

Five shares, $50 each, In Johnson Nickel Mining Co. 
Five shares Merrillan Milling & Produce Co. ' 

INSURANCE. 

Union Mutual Life Insurance policy, $2,000, on life of N . M. Biggs and 
payable to his estate. Issued April 17, 1906, and Incontestable after one 
year. 

Three fire insurance policies on Biggs' home at 3405 PUlsbury avenue. 
One title insurance policy. - - ••'. 

(•This was the money Miss Ellison gave him two-days before and which 
he to ld her he had invested In Washington land.) 

EUROPE'S ARMIES 
TO BE REDUCED il 

Great Britain, Prance and Italy-
Agree to Cut in Their 

Fighting Forces. 

Continued on 9th Page, Sd Column, 

/ 

Journal Special Servioe. 
London, July 13.—England, Prance 

and Italy have taken the lead m a plan 
for the reduction of the great armies 
of Europe. . 

The proposal made in the house of 
commons last evening bv "War Secre­
tary Haldane to reduce England's army 
by 20,000 men is part of a tacit agree­
ment reached by the three powers. Italy 
proposes to cut down her force by 60,-
000 men and France by an equal num­
ber. „ 

I t is hoped to induce Germany and 
Austria to follow suit. 

At any rate, a step toward lessening 
the enormous burden of militarism now 
re'sting on the rack of Europe has been 
made. 

The government's long-looked-for 
statement on army reform was made in 
the house of commons last evening. 
Mr. Haldane announced that it was 
proposed to reduce the army by 20,000 
regulars. He said that the proposal 
was to make a large reduction of men 
and cost and yet leave the army, as a 
fightine organization, improved and 
strengthened. 

EXPLOSION FATAL TO TWO. r 

Owensboro, Ky , July 18 —An explosion of gas 
In the Black Diamond Ooel & Coke company 
mine injured six men, two of wbom will die. 

-i-^-id 

Two $1,000 gold certificate*—the final 
damning bit of evidence against N. M. 
Biggs, were any such needed—were 
found today in his safety deposit box 
in the Guaranty building. 

That they are the bills which Mille 
Ellison drew from the National Bank 
of Commerce o n the day she was mur­
dered by Biggs, there i s not the shadow 
of a doubt. He was with her when she 
drew them, together with $741 more, 
and the whole sujm, with some valuables 
he had torn from the girl's insensible 
body, was placed in his compartment 
while he was still panting from the 
exertion of the killing and the escape. 

That he hurried to the safety deposit 
vaults from the scene of the murder 
and that the tragedy took place before 
1:45 p. .m on Tuesday is indisputably 
proved by the search of the vault today. 

Hurried to the Vaults. 

eDtective James Howard, under or­
ders to locate a possible place of do-
Sosit, found yesterday afternoon that 

iiggs had visite dthe vaults hurriedlv 
a t l :45 p.m. Tuesday. In conference, 
County Attorney Al J. Smith and Police 
Superintendent Doyle decided that the 
only thing to do was to open the box 
at once. Accordingly they proceeded to 
the vaults this morning armed with a 
search warrant which was formally 
read. Those^ in> charge of the vaults 
offered no objection when due authority 
was shown and a safe expert from the 
Modisette company speedily pierced the 
steel door of box No. 817 with a drill. 

It was a most dramatic moment 
when the expert inserted a short, 
strong bit of wire in the drilled hole 
and gave it a dexterous twist. Stand­
ing about were the county attorney,, 
the superintendent of police, F. B. 
Chase, manager of the building and a 
small group of newspaper men. The 
lock quickly yielded to the expert's 
work and the door flew open. .Beach­
ing into the compartment, the expert 
drew out the tin box and silently hand­
ed it to the county attorney. It was 
taken into an adjoining room where 
all crowded about the table in breath­
less suspense as Mr. Smith carefully 
opened the box which held the final se­
cret in the most appalling criminal 
tragedy ever enacted in Hennepin 
county. 

Thousands in Cash. 

When the lid of the box was thrown 
back the first thing to startle and yet 
satisfy the breathless spectators was a 
brown envelope stuffed with bills of 
all denominations. 

"Open them quick and look for the 
two $1,000 b i l l s ," said several mem­
bers of the group at once, and Mr. 
Smith hastily went thru the roll count­
ing the bills one at a time. 

Bill after bill was rolled back and 
the expression came over the faces of 
those about the table until he had 
nearly reached the bottom. Suddenly 
there was a general exclamation of re­
lief. There were the only two bills 
that anyone cared to see—the bills that 
were taken from the possession of the 
murdered woman and which would 
have sent Nathan M. Biggs to the gal­
lows in spite of \ v e r y human effort. 

Handing the two bills to E. B. Chase, 
manager of the building, Mr. Smith 
instructed him to look them over care­
fully and tell whether the pin holes 
described by Paying Teller W. H. Bi-
ley, who gave them to the victim, 
were there. 

There was another moment of silence, 
and Mr. Chase handed them back to 
the county attorney with the remark 
that the holes were there. 

Then the strain relaxed and the spec­
tators were willing to go thru the oth­
er things slowly. They had sat there 
as a jury waiting for the final eon-
elusive and damning evidence and al­

most unconsciously each man gave his 
verdict as guilty. 

In a moment more the county attor­
ney and Police Superintendent Boyle 
were again looking into the box, which 
was filled with papers and small arti­
cles. Convinced that Biggs was a mur­
derer who would dare hide his plunder 
in a vault in the heart of "the city a 
moment after the crime, nothing fur­
ther could have been found that could, 
have caused excitement. The remain­
der of the seach, except to the police, 
was the mere satisfying of curiosity. 

Bing Taken from Dying Girt . „ 

The contents of the box were emptied 
on that table and with the paper and 
money a gold watch and gold band 
ring rolled out on the table. These 
were at once examined, and Inside of 
the ring were the initials " f t . M. R . " 
for Nathan M. Biggs. l 

"That ring was taken from Millie 
Ellison's finger the moment after Biggs 
struck her with the hammer," ex­
claimed Detective James Howard, who 
had carefully examined the woman's .», 
fingers after ner death. | 

He then told how one of the vie-
tims fingers were torn and the mark 
of the ring was still visible in spite of 
the flames that had scorched her body. 
This ring he said was torn from her 
finger by the murderer to prevent ita 
being found by the police and giving a 
slight clue to her or his identity. Years 
ago Biggs gave this ring to the woman. 
and in planning for the murder he haa 
not overlooked the little things that 
might connect him with the crime. Far­
ther than this it showed the deliberate 
manner in which the crime was com­
mitted and pictured to the minds of 
every one who saw it, just what went 
on in the room after the murderer had 
struck the blow. 

Another present to Miss Ellison was ' 
the gold watch which was founa with 
the ring. It was also in possession of 
the victim at the time of the murder, 
and to prevent its every being recog­
nized by her parents or friends i t was 
taken with the other things and locked 
up. Miss Ellison had worn this watch 
for many years, and cherished it as she 
did all the other presents from the man 
who for years had planned on her death. 

Every move that the police have 
made in uncovering this horrible crime 
shows that the murderer was not a 
bungler, and that he had taken wise 
precautions to protect himself in ease 
of any exposure. -^ , 

Girl's Pathetic Letter. ' ^ 
Even the things found in the b o r 

proved this, and especially a letter 
which was found among the papers con­
tained in it. 

The letter was written by Miss Elli­
son to Biggs in April, 1903, and was 
for the purpose of showing someone— 
probably an indignant wife—that he 
was interested in her only in a busi­
ness way. I t simply said that she and 
Biggs were not engaged, never had 
been and that their relations were sim­
ply in a business way. 

At the time the letter was written 
it is known that Bigga was having 
trouble with his wife over his atten­
tions to Miss Ellison. He compelled 
her to make this statement, probably 
against her will. I t is also known that 
shortly after this letter was dated, the 
trouble between Biggs and his wife was 

{>atched up, undoubtedly due to this 
etter. " 

The way the letter was worded shows? 
that it was not voluntary, but written? 
at his dictation, and further proves the l 
assertion of the people of Ellsworth, 
who saw that the man had absolute 
and even hypnotic control over her. 
Biggs evidently expected more tronble 
in the future, for the letter had been 
kept long after it had served its first 
purpose. The power of Biggs ever Ida ' 
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