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A Land of Compelling Interest 
* * T £ Z ! G Y P T for the Egyptians!" 

J Q That is the cry that Is rolling In a mighty chorus from, the Nile to 
the Thames and echoing In the halls of Windsor cast le arid the houses 

of parliament. The English press is trying to discuss the embarrassing question 
to death, and its "leader writers" have- their hands full, for tire Egyptian o l 
today can write, too. He has learned1 much about such civilized avocat ions 
since the British took charge of his country.- But he denies that he has for
gotten how to fight. 

What will be the outcome of the agitation for Egyptian independence Is un
certain. There are those In Europe who declare that the patriots wUh merely 
to exchange the British yoke for another. Should there be an act ive movement 
toward this end, of course the British Hon would roar and there would be more 
work and suffering for Tommy Atkins, who l ikes to. read the praises sung of 
nim by Kipling, but who would go hesitatingly Into a campaign in the desert, 
where the sun, fiery and relentless, burns out the. lives of every living thing. 

England will do her best to prevent trouble In the Nile country, for she Is 
an empire and has plenty of other fish to fry. For instance, South Africa is 
rrow the ominous cloud on her horizon; so ominous, Indeed, that a British 
s tatesman, In an Interview cabled to T h e J o u r n a l recently, declared that 
"nothing but the utmost caution and the most unremitting diligence will save 
South Africa from again passing Into t h e m e l t l n g p o t . " Egypt knows of th is 
tnreatenlng situation; a conflict in the south of the great, dark continent may 
be the signal for an active struggle for independence In the north. 

Because of this condition, and for many other reasons, Egypt is a land of 
Immediate, compelling in teres t To the average American it possesses uncom
mon Interest on account of Its mystery. 

Just returned from that odd country Is a Minneapolis man, Edgar Perera 
who has offices In the Medical block. W h a t he tells of it is like a story of a 
land of make-bel ieye. Port Said, of which K ^ n g once wrote, "There is In
iquity In many parts of the world, and vice In all, but the concentrated essence 
of all the Iniquities and all the v ices In all t h e continents finds Itself at Port 
Said"; Cairo, lamentably dirty and filled with picturesque natives, shops and 
cafes; the mirage land between those t w o c i t ies; the border land between the 
habitable and desert parts of Egypt, bristling with the pyramids and other 
relics of a departed civil ization—these and many other Interesting th ings 
Seignior Perera saw and here describes. 

But Interest In his journey, after all, centers in his • jtlmate v i ew of the 
government, for being a friend of one of the khedlve's a ides-de-camp, and 
speaking the language of the natives, he received many favors a t court and ob
tained much information tha t the average traveler Is denied. 

"T H E e x c i t e m e n t of the arr ival 
at P o r t S a i d and the n o v e l t y 
of e v e r y t h i n g connec ted 

•with t h e l a n d i n g can n e v e r b e forgot 
t e n , " sa id S e i g n i o r Perera , h i s enthu
s iasm r e j u v e n a t e d b y t h e reco l lec t ion . 
' ' In one m o m e n t the orient flashes upon 
the bewi ldered t rave ler . The ka le ido
scope never presented to the chi ld 
more s t range and ex traord inary pic
tures t h a n those t h a t flit be fore t h e e y e 
of the v i s i tor a t t h e porta l of t h a t re
markable c i ty . I t i s near w h e r e A s i a 
and A f r i c a are jo ined and Europe i s a 
near ne ighbor ; all n a t i o n a l i t i e s ga ther 
there . ' A h , s e e , ' some one remarks , 
' there is a n I n d i a n . ' ' A n d tha t If el-
l o w , ' shouts another , ' h e ' s a Greek, 
a i n ' t h e ? ' ' N o , ' a v e t e r a n t r a v e l e r , 
says , k i n d l y , b u t w i t h the air of a 
f a t h e r i n s t r u c t i n g a c h i l d , ' n o , he i s a 
Turk. ' T h e y are all there , representa
t i v e s of all lands , and a br i l l iant pic
ture t h e y present . 

' ' B u t P o r t S a i d is a g o o d p l a c e t o 
ge t out of, and a f ter a difficult custom
house inspec t ion , w e prepared for a 
tedious , comfort less j ourney to Cairo. 
To our great surprise w e found e v e r y 
modern conven ience on that tra in , in-
chul ing a fine dining-car w i t h exce l l en t 
cuis ine . Ten years ago I t r a v e l e d t h a t 
route, and w a s grate fu l for an orange 
or a f e w da te s purchased from a d ir ty 
A r a b . So y o u see E g y p t i s improv ing . 
B u t i t i s n ' t a model country. You 
real ize that w h e n you pass thru t h e 
v i l l a g e s and see nakedness , filth and 
dirt t h a t m a k e one f ee l ill . 

" T h e t r ip from P o r t Sa id to Cairo 
i s on ly about five h o u r s ' long, and up 
t o B e n h a , about s e v e n t y mi l e s from 
P o r t S a i d , w e passed thru the wors t 
port ion of E g y p t , m a r s h y and deso late . 
B u t f rom B e n h a the country i s so 
b e a u t i f u l t h a t one can eas i ly real ize 
w h y E g y p t i s so prosperous and w h y 
the E n g l i s h w i l l n e v e r l e a v e i t . 

" I r emember the t ime w h e n I v i s i t e d 
E g y p t y e a r s ago a f t er the rebe l l ion of 
A r a b i P a s h a and t h e protec torate of 
E n g l a n d t h e r e — t h e so-cal led protecto
rate but p r a c t i c a l l y the occupat ion of 
E g y p t , because E n g l a n d landed in Alex 
andria in .Tune, 1882, w i t h the excuse 

pi e s tab l i sh ing order in t h a t c i ty , w h i c h 
w a s then in t h e hands of t h e rebels . 
S ince t h e n she h a s p r a c t i c a l l y had con
trol of i t , so t h a t t o d a y L o r d Cromer 

. has more to s a y in E g y p t t h a n the 
k h e d i v e himself . W h e n ' I m a d e m y 
first v i s i t E g y p t l o o k e d v e r y deso la te , 
as tho f a d i n g a w a y , a n d I could hard ly 
real ize now tha t a f t e r o n l y a f e w y e a r s 
the country should h a v e b e e n c h a n g e d 
so wonderfu l ly and t h a t i t should b e 
so fert i le . 

The Caravansary of t h e Wor ld . 

" C a i r o is a v e r y p ic turesque a n d 
c a p t i v a t i n g c i ty , tho l a m e n t a b l y d ir ty . 
I t i s the caravansary of the wor ld . I n 
a f e w m i n u t e s ' w a l k thru a n y of the 
crowded s tree ts one finds a l l ' t h e pic
tures t h a t he remembers i n a n i l lus 
tra ted b o o k of eastern l i f e . W e see 
there the camel driver or l eader in h i s 
cos tume of the desert , w h i c h cons i s t s in 
a long blue or w h i t e shirt a lmost s imi
lar t o a n i g h t g o w n ; t h e old merchant 
M o h a m m e d seated on the h ind quarter 
of h i s thorobred d o n k e y runn ing t h r u 
the crowded s treet jus t the same as a 
f a r m e r ' s son w o u ld race across t h e D a 
k o t a p la ins o n a co l t ; the water-car
rier, one of the s t ranges t s i g h t s i n 
E g y p t , s t a g g e r i n g under a fu l l goat-

- ?k in» Q0 l e ^ a n d n e c k of the b e a s t 
- inf lated and d i s t ended; the y o u n g 

•* Sa ida , probab ly r id ing a d o n k e y as-
t t n d o and w e a r i n g w h a t w o u l d 'be a 

f e t c h i n g cos tume for a f a n c y dress bal l . 
' ' C a m e l s , t h e qu intessence of orien

ta l i sm, are seen in al l .iHm- s t r e e t s of 
Cairo. T h e y are hot the camels of the 
menager io or c ircus , . b u t the camel a t 
work. I n t h e m a i n .thorofare near the 
popular hote l s where t h e ' s i d e w a l k s are 
crowded w i t h Amer icans - a n d Eng l i sh 
men and the s treet j a m m e d w i t h car
r iages of up-to-date A r a b i a n s w h o , i f i t 
w a s not for the ir fez , y o u m i g h t t h i n k 
were P a r i s i a n s or smart N e w Yorkers 
— h e r e i s w h e r e the poor camel must 
find himsel f out of p lace . B u t appar
e n t l y he d o e s n ' t seem to t a k e not ice 
of the metamorphos i s w h i c h h i s coun
t r y h a s gone thru and w i t h o u t e v e n 
t a k i n g no t i ce of b i g autos t h a t g l ide b y 
be s t eps jplacidly, turn ing his super
c i l ious nose up in the air as i f he 
w a n t e d to express a p e r f e c t con t empt 
for al l modern l i f e . 

Mingling of the Old and the New. 
" T h e camel i s not t h e only paradox 

in t h e s t r e e t s of Cairo. W a l k i n g thru 
a thorofare as prominent a s N i c o l l e t 
a v e n u e i s in M i n n e a p o l i s , one w i l l see 
a m o n g t h e h a n d s o m e s t turnouts o f 
w e a l t h y A r a b i a n pr inces or European 
merchant s an E g y p t i a n cart crowded 
w i t h A r a b i a n w o m e n or m e n of the 
l o w e s t c lass . F u r t h e r one w i l l pass a 
s tupendous j e w e l r y s tore in f ront of 
w h i c h an A r a b i a n i s b a r g a i n i n g over a 
pound of d a t e s ' so ld b y a w o m a n w h o 
carries a b i g b a s k e t on her head a n d 
her chi ld, p r o b a b l y a f e w m o n t h s old, 
on her shoulder . I t i s no t uncommon 
to see , a l so , a b i g flock of sheep dr iven 
b y a smal l B e d o u i n t h r u t h e s tree t 
crowded w i t h carr iages and- automo
bi les . I t h o u g h t , too , of ; t h e exc i te 
ment tha t w o u l d be crea ted in N i c o l l e t 
avenue b y the s i g h t of a m a n k n e e l i n g 
m front of his store 'to -make h i s noon 
prayer. B u t t h e v i s i t o r ' v e r y q u i c k l y 
becomes accus tomed t o t h e s e s t r a n g e 
s i gh t s . w • •• fi 

A N e a r V i e w of t h e K h e d i v e . 

" I happened to be in Cairo a t the 
a n n i v e r s a r y of the k h e d i v e ' s ascens ion 
t o the throne. The c i t y w a s • decorated 
g a y l y . Al l b u i l d i n g s w e r e c o v e r e d 
w i t h banners and sh ie lds b e a r i n g ^he 
inscr ipt ion: ' G o d s a v e the K h e d i v e 
A b b a s H i l m i ! > Tal l po les covered w i t h 
red and w h i t e b u n t i n g s t a n d i n g t h i r t y 
yards apart and connected b y f e s t o o n s 
o f e v e r g r e e n from w h i c h h u n g 4,000 
smal l lamps , and e v e r y t w o or t h r e e 
b locks a b i g oriental cande labrum of 
crysta l w i t h hundreds of candles on i t . 
The main s treet looked l ike an im
mense oriental hal l , and w h e n evenirfg 
came and al l the candles w e r e l i g h t e d 
and the s t r u m m i n g of the A r a b i a n 
b a n d w a s heard in different s t a n d s 
w h i l e thousands of n a t i v e s w i t h t h e i r 
red f e z z e s and br ightes t , colored dresses 
were promenad ing one thought of t h e 
thousand and one n i g h t s . 

" T h e k h e d i v e , 'mid pomp a n d cir
c u m s t a n c e , pas sed thru the s t r e e t i n 
the e v e n i n g t o go t o the A b d i n pa lace 

t h e y had ever see i£ The so ld iers man-

k h e d i v e ' s brother s o * , d a t f e f c t ^ of the y o n lotofc right a n d l e f t , noth ing . t e ^ K 
k h e d i v e himsel f , aBaiNO^'thV^rihce of * • * * ••••*<**•* **T««4;I „ ~ » . V ~ — i . i ? . _ y ^ 
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T o p i c a l CiVorip of S o ^ a i f e * e '~j 
Denmark , w h o w a s j i g u e s t of t h e reverie.'"'2 The b i g % 

P e r e r a In a Pialm Gr-ov« 

k ^ d i v e ^ t ^ ^ T l e ^ i v r s p o k ; 2 £ 1 » | s ^ n ^ S ^ e r ^ h ? t l E f f i ^ t a ^ o J ^ l f f & l * 5 ' % 

different compl iment for each one. H e Oh! one could r a v e l ike a s e n t i m e n t a l aret . 
s p o k e . A r a b i c t o h i s brother , but g i r l over a s i g h t l i k e t h a t ! " 
F r e n c h and E n g l i s h to the others . I 
w a s surprised to hear h im speak w i t h 
such p e r f e c t a c c e n t i n b o t h E n g l i s h 
and F r e n e h . : 

--'-•< Off t o t h e P y r a m i d s ! s *"•""" 
f i O n e ear ly m o r n i n g w e -made our « ^ ^ „ m - ^ u c L U U U S 

w a y in an automobi le thru the crowded there the year round. 
s t ree t s of Cairo in- order t o g o to the 
pyramids . The peasant s w i t h the ir 
b a s k e t s were coming i n t o t o w n for t h e 
morning market . A t the br idge of 
K a s e r el N i l , a v e r y impos ing s tructure 
c o n n e c t i n g the eas t and w e s t parts of 
Cairo, w e found ourse lves surrounded 
b y all sorts of v e h i c l e s and d o n k e y s 
b r i n g i n g into' t o w n the rich merchants , 
and long files of camels carry ing loads 
of sugarcane . I t w a s rea l ly a s t r a n g e 
scene and our automobi l e s eemed a per
f e c t insu l t to i t s p ic turesque b e a u t y . 

F i n a l l y , g e t t i n g across the br idge , 
we turned to t h e l e f t to t h e Ghizeh 
road to the pyramids . J t i s an ex
quis i te road, bordered b y sycamore 
trees . I t w a s bui l t b y I s m a i l P a s h a in 
honor of the E m p r e s s .Eugenie , w h o 
came to i n a u g u r a t e t h e Suez canal . 
A f t e r an e n c h a n t i n g rido of a lmost an 
hour w e reached the M i n a house. 

" O n b o t h s ides of t h e s tree t there 
are s e e m i n g l y end les s l eve l fields w i t h 
the most luxurious g r o w t h of a l f a l f a 
(or b e r s i n ) . W e speak at t i m e s of Min
neso ta h a v i n g a r ich soi l ! W h a t should 
w e s a y of the E g y p t i a n soi l a l o n g the 
N i l e , e v e r y inch of w h i c h produces 
three or four crops a y e a r ? This land, 
black and flat w i t h o u t a s ing le e leva
t ion , i s broken only b y canals and di
v i d e d i n t o fields b y d i t ches . The 
shadoof i s the p r i m i t i v e m e t h o d of 
i rr igat ion and thousands of y e a r s h a v e 
not c h a n g e d i t . The f e l l ah or peasant 
s tands on t h e s lope of the bank and 
d ipp ing t h e b u c k e t i n t o t h e w a t e r pours 
i t in to a s l u i c e w a y a b o v e . 

" B e y o n d these b e a u t i f u l l e v e l fields 
and these trees of sycamore and palm, 
beyond the N i l e on the desert edge , as 
endur ing as the s k y t h e y p ierced , s tood 
the i m p o s i n g p y r a m i d s of Ghizeh. 

T h e H u m o r o u s A r a b s . 

_ " A t the M i n a house w e r e f o u n d the 
d o n k e y s , ready to t a k e us thru t h e 
s a n d y road to the sphinx . One i s first 
S L i • , c u J 1 0 u * . l y impressed to hear the 
l i t t l e d o n k e y b o y s speak E n g l i s h . T h e y 
h a v e named the ir an imals w i t h such 
n a m e s as ' Y a n k e e D o o d l e , ' ' E o s a l y ' o r 

?'Whisky, a n d S o d a ' ; and al l a l o n g t h e 
w a y to P h a r a o h ' s m o n u m e n t one can 
hear these l i t t l e i m p s shout , ' G e t up , 
D o o d l e , ' or ' G e t up, W h i s k y and S o d a ? 
I h e b o y s are eager to t a l k w i t h tour i s t s 
and pract ice t h e i r E n g l i s h on them 
T h e y h a v e a sense of humor w h i c h i s 
remarkable and t h e y are a cons tant 
source of a m u s e m e n t t o all tour i s t s . 

" O t h e r A r a b i a n s also h a v e a sense 
of humor. I w a s to ld b y a f r i end that 
a t P o r t Sa id there w a s a smal l hote l 
m a n a g e d b y a wel l - to-do A r a b i a n w h o 
i n s t e a d of n u m b e r i n g the rooms of h i s 
hote l , t h o u g h t b e t t e r to n a m e t h e m and 
se l ec ted n a m e s f rom the o ld Tes tament -
so t h a t some t i m e one m i g h t h a v e heard 
such as order as t h i s : ' W h i s k y and 
soda for A b r a h a m ' ; ' S t r a i g h t b r a n d v 
for S a r a h . ' . - J 

" B u t the great f u n for m y f r i end 
and me w a s when^ I w ou ld l e t h im t a l k 
for a w h i l e i n ther* broken E n g l i s h and 
t h e n address t h e m hi A r a b i a n or spr ing 
on t h e m a s langy , express ion such as 
our ' c u t i t o u t . ' The look of as tonish
m e n t and the ent ire c h a n g e in the ir ac
t i o n w a s so s t r i k i n g a n d a m u s i n g t h a t 
I n e v e r g r e w t i r e d of r e p e a t i n g t h a t 
t r i ck e v e r y t i m e I. had a chance . 

" T o o much has a l ready b e e n sa id 
about t h e p y r a m i d s and the s p h i n x to 

E n g l i s h present; unanimously- dec lared cal assoc iat ions . . The same""th lnTYs ™ e & « a ^ « ^ . 1 w « J , M 

i t to begone o f the - f ines t^nta lJ r e v i e w s true of e v e r y other m o r r u m e n t - I saw* s e e n - b e t - t e r . ***** b - e f o r e - -
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Tourne i s sen P a s h a a i d - d e - S e n t / 0 f the N o t h i n g m o r e . poe t i ca l could hi con 
k h e d i v e , I w a s a b l e * o fcave^place i n c e i v e d . ' Y o u . f e e l for a m o m e n t t rans 
t h e grand s tand .and " v e r y s s a e a r t h e ported t o another world Th* Jr£i K*L V " V V " C T ? " " " £" ^"K"»" OUT iarei 
k h e d i v e ' s f a m i l y . : I n >?fmt'fr w a s ab le E e v o t f lashes be fore ™*ii J i ® ^ l d w h e n I rode on? a d o n k e y t h m t h e nar-
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I n t h e Oldest U n i v e r s i t y . 

One of t h e m o s t ~va 
t h e Minneapolis" t 6 f i r i | P ^ s % | f ^ a s t h e 
U n i v e r s i t y of E l Aa$|VvOtte" oif t h e old
es t inst i tut ion*- i n me""#arjdk F r o m 
s e v e n to *n*ne t h o u s a n d people s t u d y 

Thi s u n i v e r s i t y , ' ' s a y s Se ign ior Per 
era, ,t\is. en t i re ly different f rom a n y 
other in t h e wor ld . There o n e . m a y see 
old m e n as wol l as chi ldren only 4 
y e a r s o ld: the period of ins truc t ion be
i n g indef in i te ly e x t e n d e d . T h e - u n i v e r 
s i t y i s d i v i d e d in to compartments for 
the uso of different nat ions , but al l , of 
course, mus t be M u s s u l m e n . ' I w a s 
a m u s e d t o see some of t h e chi ldren u s e 
for the ir b lackboards t i n of the S tand
ard Oil company . The m a i n s t u d y is 
the K o r a n , e v e r y verse of w h i c h i s 
l earned b y heart and s tudied from i t s 
scientif ic and theo log ica l p o i n t :of v i e w . 

" M y f r i end and I w e n t - t h r u th i s 
odd co l lege and severa l t i m e s I sur
prised some of ^the scholars b y w r i t i n g 
m y name for t h e m in Arab ic . 

" T o i l lus trate the f a n a t i c i s m of 
these s t u d e n t s and their s t r o n g be l i e f 
in the ir dogmas,. I m a y s a y t h a t i f i t 
had not been for rr- k n o w l e d g e of t h e 
l a n g u a g e , b y w h i c h I w a s able t o p a c i f y 
a mob of enraged s tudent s , m y fr i end 
and I m i g h t h a v e had a v e r y b a d ex
per ience . I n g o i n g thru the u n i v e r s i t y , 
w h i c h bes ides b e i n g a school i s also a 
mosque, s t rangers are requested to 
w e a r b i g s l ippers over the i r shoes in 
order to k e e p the floor i m m a c u l a t e . Of 
course w e had to do as the rest d id 
and w e a r those enormous s l ippers , b u t 
i t happened t h a t in g o i n g f r o m one of 
the rooms i n t o another w e had to pass 
an a l ley , a f e w f e e t l ong , w h i c h sep
arated the m a i n b u i l d i n g from other 
class-rooms. T h e m o m e n t w e s tepped 
into the a l l e y a dozen s t u d e n t s came 
fur ious ly t o w a r d s us and threa tened 
to s tr ike us because w e had a t t emptd . 
to w a l k a f e w s teps in t h e a l l ey w i t h 
the s l ippers w h i c h w e r e to b e used o n l y 
thru the u n i v e r s i t y . I i m m e d i a t e l y ex
cused nvyself in Arab ic and to ld t h e m 
t h a t t h e y were p e r f e c t l y r i gh t and 
c o m p l i m e n t e d t h e m on t h e i r desire t o 
h a v e the ir cus toms respected . Thiff 
pacified t h e m . I f w e had f a i l e d to un
derstand or o b j e e t e d to the ir b e h a v i o r 
w e m i g h t h a v e hadi trouble . I t waB 
s trange t o t h i n k a f t e r w a r d s t h a t those 
b o y s , e x a m p l e s of c leanl iness a t school, 
w e r e probably as d ir ty a s could b e a t 
home. 

H o w T h e y Shop In Cairo. - ' 

" O w i n g t o m y prev ious exper ience 
and t h e k n o w l e d g e of the l a n g u a g e , 

•"my s igh t - s ee ing in Cairo w a s accom
pl i shed w i t h o u t g u i d e s or dragomen. 
T h e y are an e v e r l a s t i n g nuisance . The 
bazars , of course, were a m o n g the first 
t h i n g s I v i s i t e d w i t h m y fr i end . The 
M u s k y and t h e H a l H a l i l are the m o s t 
important . Tho i n t e r e s t i n g f rom a tour
i s t ' s p o i n t of v i e w t h e y w o u l d certa in
l y dr ive a poor M i n n e a p o l i s w o m a n 
crazy i f she w e n t shopping there be
cause different t r a d e s and n a t i o n a l i t i e s 
h a v e separate quarters , and one i s l ia
b le to lose a w h o l e morn ing l o o k i n g 
for a couple of s imple art ic les . 

" T h e depar tment store has no t y e t 
made i t s w a y i n t o t h e east . I n one 
quarter are red s l ippers , n o t h i n g b u t 
red s l ippers , hundreds of shops h u n g 
w i t h them. There are t h e s i lk bazars , 
the g o l d s m i t h ' s bazars , t h e s i lver
s m i t h ' s bazars . E v e r y one of t h e s e 
bazars i s n o t h i n g b u t a narrow lane 
crooked or w i n d i n g , a regular l abyr in th , 
w h e r e t h o u s a n d s of shops no ^bigger 
t h a n a shop w i n d o w in America , - suc
ceed one another , and w h e r e thousands 
of dol lars w o r t h of bus iness i s t rans-

l n the af ternoon he r e v i e w e d h i s troops b e able to m a k e a n e w a l lus ion to the ir n t P r l Z v T v a n i T ^ f iB ^ ? n s ' « ? WnaiUh ^ M ^ ^ % ^ ^ d i f f e ^ d a ^ *>? ™ e a f l 8 o f s t e a m b o a t s o w n e d b y 
a n d the thousands of A m e r i c a n s a n d i m p o s i n g appearance a n d the ir h i s t o r ? ^ f l t l ^ ' L Z» £ « ? • £ * \ e ~ A M b i a M thl * $ £ tin?tl« L S i 0 t l e r ^ S l d e 2? Cook & S o n s , . T h e s e b o a t s are m o s t 
E n g l i s h present; unanimously- dec lared cal a s s o c i a t i o n s . . The s a m e T t b i n T i s « ° f 6 w f J « ! ! . w J h e y r J . a v f l

t
 B e ^ C T K f « X l r t J E x»t* J t 3 1 " ^ J?0?1? &nd b e a u t i f u l l y fusp i shed ^ n d e v e r y t h i n g i s 

i t to be onfi nf fhi»-fi>i<iu+•««**!* ««.,,; * ~c - A U ' _. _ C r*"_?K « s e e n - b e t t e r t i m e s before . . Thri tmirinfa character i s t i c d a t e erroves. CairinA an. ^ ^ *li._ „ _ * •. _ _ J _ i / " ~ ~ _» . 

*.^^uc \p icooc . i;ume j.11, m y m a s t e r ) , 1 
w a s offered a cup of coffee and a cig« 

E a g e r t o Come t o A m e r i c a . 

. " M a n y a*quest ion w a s I a s k e d a*bout 
L^S-rS» l a c , e s A m e r i c a and m a n y a t i m e w a & I -begged 
e»»-~*A« th« to t r y t o A n d t h e m a pos i t fon in N e w 

J o r k or 'Chicago, the* on ly t w o Ameri 
can c i t i e s k n o w n b y n a t i v e s in the, east , 
B u t t h e y were surprised to hear from 
me t h a t the prosper i ty in E g y p t sur
passes b y far t h a t in Amer ica . N e y e r 
could t h e y b e g i n to demand t h e prices 
for t h e i r goods in A m e r i c a t h a t t h e y 
ask m Cairo. F r o m m y personal ob
serva t ion a n d from in format ion re
c e i v e d ">from, .prominent merchants in 
A l e x a n d r i a and Cairo , I c a n s a y t h a t 
E g y p t has n e v e r seen b e t t e r days . E v e n 
t h e E g y p t i a n p'easant, t h e fe l lah; i s 
more prosperous t h a n he ever w a s be
fore. W i t h the e x c e p t i o n of a f e w vi l 
l ages a long the- N i l e where p o v e r t y has 
reached i t s l imi t and where people are 
n e x t -to the s a v a g e s ta te , a l l the country 
i s w o n d e r f u l l y prosperous. B u t those 
bazar dealers w h o see the A m e r i c a n 
come in and p a y exorb i tant pr ices for 
e v e r y t h i n g , b e l i e v e tha t the l a n d , f r o m 
w h i c h t h e y c o m e m u s t natura l ly b e tre
mendous ly w e a l t h y , and therefore are 
not sat isf ied with" t h e g o o d b u s i n e s s 
t h e y are do ing . Some of t h e m wou ld 
l ike to open s tores in Amer ica . 

" A n old fr iend, w h o m I k n e w t e n 
y e a r s ago in E g y p t , t o ld me of the 
t r e m e n d o u s f o r t u n e s b e i n g made in the 
las t f e w years b y these a p p a r e n t l y poor 
merchants , and he assured me that i f 
I could h a v e v i s i t e d the s torerooms of 
some of those v e r y smal l booths, o w n e d 
by S y r i a n s and J e w s , I w o u l d h a v e 

f o u n d t h a t some of t h e m had a sufficient 
s tock of goods a n d enough cash i n 
sacks , c o n t a i n i n g 500 pounds each, to 
more t h a n hold the ir o w n w i t h a n y of 
our dealers . 

" T h e s e or iental people h a v e no t 
c h a n g e d the i r m e t h o d of dea l ing f rom 
w h a t i t w a s hundreds of years ago . 
T h e y h a v e no fixed price, and ask a 
large price to h a v e a chance to barga in 
w i t h the b u y e r and finally sel l the ar
t ic le at half of w h a t t h e y or ig ina l ly 
asked . The i d e a of se l l ing the art ic le 
for- a fixed price does no t appeal t o 
t h e m because i t does a w a y w i t h bar
g a i n i n g w h i c h , from the ir po int of v i e w , 
c o n s t i t u t e s t h e shrewdness in bus iness . 

" T h e r e i s no doubt t h a t the bazars 
of Cairo are a n d w i l l a l w a y s remain one 
of the g r e a t e s t s i g h t s in E g y p t and w i l l 
a l w a y s afford the g r e a t e s t f a s c i n a t i o n 
and a m u s e m e n t to. tour i s t s from e v e r y 
part of t h e world . The v a r i e t y of cos
t u m e s and colors, t h e thousands of dif
f e r e n t art ic les sold and the w h o l e as
pec t of the s t ree t s w i l l a l w a y s g i v e t o 
H a l Ho l i l t h e true t i t l e of f t h e K i n g 
of Bazars . '• -

Clear ing a W a y f o r T o u r Carriage. 

" A m o n g the s t range and p r e t t y 
s i g h t s i n Cairo y o u can see the running 
sa is before a rap id ly dr iven carriage. 
H e is usua l ly a s lender, handsome, b lack 
fe l low, br i l l i an t ly dressect grace fu l i n 
mot ion , r u n n i n g w i t h per fee t ease . I n 
the d a y of narrow s t r e e t s h is s e r v i c e s 
w e r e ind i spensab le to c lear the way," 
and e v e n t o d a y t h e y are of s o m e use, 
but the i r m a i n object i s to be an ele
g a n t a p p e n d a g e to a fa sh ionab le turn
out. I had the pleasure to dr ive v e r y 
o f t e n and a f t er such an •equipage a s thfs 
and I mus t confes s t h e s ensa t ion i s 
rather p leasant , t h o i t m a y s e e m . bar
baric . T o t a k e a dr ive i n the a f t e f n o b n + +u\ vJu^Hu\~T;~_ 3 -r a±*viiM.wu country a n a g e t in teres ted in 1 
t o t h e E s b e k i c h promenade b e h i ^ s u c h the g r e a t bus iness enterprises . 
an equipage as descr ibed Is t h e proper 
t h i n g i n Cairo. I n f a c t , i n the af ter
noon y o u see hundreds of t h e most 
b e a u t i f u l carr iages g o i n g t h r u t h i s stu-

f e s t i v i t i e s . Cairo i s crowded w i t h 
Greeks , and there fore most of the prom
i n e n t s o c i e t y lad ies are Greeks. The 
s t y l e a m o n g these handsome women is 
rather French , but e v e r y t h i n g i s fla
vored more or less w i t h a t a s t e for ori
enta l splendor and tha t i s w h y near ly 
e v e r y w o m a n w e a r s gorgeous j e w e l s and 
rich dresses . The A m e r i c a n Women 
soon acquire the hab i t of th i s ex trava
g a n t ta s t e a n d t h e y also w e a r j ewe l s . 

" T h e season at' Cairo i s , of course, 
v e r y g a y . The cosmopolitan- g u e s t s 
f o u n d at ; t h e different hote l s and the 
great comfort t h a t these hotels afford 
m a k e a sojourn in Cairo during the 
w i n t e r tinwrmost e n j o y a b l e . I t i s an 
erroneous i d e a - tha t m a n y A m e r i c a n s 
l ive, i n Cairo. V e r y f e w . s t a y there more 
t h a n a m o n t h or t w o . I n t a c t , there i s 
no A m e r i c a n - c o l o n y outs ide of t h e tour
i s t s w h o c o m e and go al l of the t ime . 
I h e A m e r i c a n consul-general , M r . ' l d -
d m g s , IST a m a n of v e r y a t t r a c t i v e per
sona l i ty , and we l l qualified for h i s po
s i t ion . 

" A t a ' t e a ' a t the home of General 
J a r v i s , a n E n g l i s h m a n i n the s erv i ce 
of the k h e d i v e ' s a r m f e t h o conversa
t ion WAS carried q n f h ' m g l i B h , F r e n c h 
and I t a l i a n . ; f : M ^ r of , the . /4©Bie^7yeT4 
the spor t ing n e w s , br idge p a H i e s and 
the . d i f f e r e n t - t e a s t * T t e s - i s a n i l lus 
t ra t ion =of h o w common i t i s 4 o hear ;fo«rr 
or fivoaanguages s p o k e n ins ide of otff 
hour, a t t h e same house. The A r a b i a n 
l a n g u a g e i s - n e v e r used in soc ie ty . 

r < e n £ n P r € v a i i a and I t a l i a n comes n e x t . 
The Cairines are. f o n d of danc ing . 

I h e t h e a t e r s Are g e n e r a l l y w e l l patron
ized. A t the.ojjejja. t h e y h a v e v e r y good 
companies ,during the w i n t e r and t h e 
opera ' A i d a ' i s g i v e n there b e t t e r t h a n 
a n y w h e r e e l s e , , o w i n g to i t s s t a g i n g , 
w h i c h w a s ordered b y S a i d P a s h a w h e n 
Verd i composed the opera for h im. 

T h e ' D a n c e of t h e V e n t r e . 

A vis i t . to . .{)ai iro w o u l d not b e com
ple te w i t h o u t s p e n d i n g a f e w moments 
a t the A^Fja lehah ( t h e ' O n e thousand 
and one nights , ' c a f e ) , w h e r e t h e 
or ig inal d a n c e -.of the v e n t r e i s 
p e r f o r m e d . . . The audienee i s ex
c l u s i v e l y m a d e .up of n a t i v e s . On 
t h e s t a g e there are mus ic ians al l 
s ea ted i n .a ..row. B e f o r e the dance 
opens , one of the- mus ic ians r e c i t e s some 
poem to the, great de l ight of the audi
ence . T h e n comes the dancer , w h o i s 
genera l ly a. Syr ian girl . These g ir l s 
are t ra ined from gir lhood, so tha t t h e y 
make sp lendid dancers . T h e A r a b i a n s 
go w i l d over- . the per formance and 
shout out- ' .Caman, ' c a m a n , ' w h i c h 
m e a n s encore, encore. 

" A n o t h e r performance of Bimilar in
teres t i s "the d e v o t e d Mussu lmen mak
i n g the ir prayers a t t h e t i m e of the 
Ramadan , o n e . o f the ir re l ig ious f e a s t s . 
Severa l m e n jo in hands in a circle in
s ide of the mosque. T h e y s w i n g from 
r ight to left- w h i l e t h e y pronounce at 
the same t i m e t h e name of God, Al lah . 
A f t e r a w h i l e some of the d e v o t e e s drop 
on t h e floor fi'om exhaus t ion , a n d the ir 
p laces are t a k e n up b y some other more 
f a n a t i c ones. 

Trap S h o o t i n g a t A l e x a n d r i a . 

" T h e c i t y o f . A l e x a n d r i a , t h o v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t from -a bus ines s po int of 
v i e w , b e i n g t h e grea t m a r k e t for t h e 
southern c o a s t . O f t h e Medi t erranean 
and the entrepot of a n a t i o n ' s com
merce, i s n e v e r t h e l e s s of l i t t l e in teres t 
to tour i s t s outs ide of t h e P o m p e i a n 
column, the ca tacombs a t M e x and t h e 
suburb summer-resort of Ramleh . H o w 
ever , I spent a . d e l i g h t f u l w e e k there . 
S o c i e t y w a s a s , gay a s a t Cairo. There 
m y companion a n d I . w i t n e s s e d some of 
t h e b e s t trap s h o o t i n g w e ever saw. 
The B o n d , P o i n t Spor t ing club of A lex 
andria , of w h i c h fliy.brother i s presi
dent , counts a m o n g ' i t s members some 
of the champion shooters of the world . 

" I n A l e x a n d r i a the E n g l i s h h a v e a 
couple of garr isons w h i c h are occupy
i n g the t w o fortresses bf K o m el D i c k 
and B a s el T in . These t w o s t r a t e g i c 
po in t s cons t i tu te the protec t ion a n d 
control of A l e x a n d r i a and that i s w h y 
t h e y , are in the hands of the E n g l i s h . 
The E n g l i s h people , as ide from- the i r 
po l i t i ca l offices, h a v e v e r y l i t t l e to do 
m a bus iness w a y . M o s t of the busi 
n e s s houses -are German, French or I ta l 
i a n . A m e r i c a n capi ta l i s n o w b e i n g 
i n v e s t e d to a great ex t en t . M a n y tour
i s t s w h o go there for mere pleasure , 
no te the prosperous condit ion of t h e 
country a n d g e t in teres t ed in some of 

go r ight on m a k i n g our w a y deeper a n d 
deeper i n t o t h e enchanted country} 
w h i c h appeared to me s t i l l more en
chanted because I k n e w i t so welL A l -
t h o there i s a certa in m o n o t o n y in 
the character of the N i l e , the s c e n e s 
are never t w i c e a l ike . 

" N o m a n can ever g i v e a n adequate 
impress ion of the effect, pas t and pres
ent , of the wonderfu l t emples , pa laces , 
obelislcs, colossal s ta tues , sph inxes a n d 
sculptures of var ious k inds seen i n 
Upper E g y p t . T h e y cont inue from a g e 
to a g e to exc i t e the awe and admira
t ion of the spectator. The most per fec t 
and colossal construct ion in a n y c i t y of 
the U n i t e d S t a t e s w o u l d be abso lu te ly 
ins ignif icant in comparison to the mas -
Siveness , , exqu i s i t eness and per fec t ion 
of some of t h e monuments and tombs at" 
Thebes! N o t on ly to the s t u d e n t of 
E g y p t o l o g y , but t o e v e r y h u m a n b e i n g . - - £ 
the s ight of these s tupendous ruins w i l l s 3 i 
natura l ly create the greates t in teres t > 1 
and wi l l make them real ize t h a t w i t h a l l v 3 
our progress and s trenuous l i f e , n o t h i n g Sj f 
have w e done y e t to surpass the grand-
euT of t h e E g y p t i a n s . A l so i n t h e w a y _.'«^ 
of a p p l i a n e e i - w e learned, g o i n g thru t^ 
E g y p t i a n n%weum«£$$i'at w e h a v e hardly -g^l 
afcyt*.|njt t o d a y w h i c h i n a more crude #§§ 
form has not a lready been used b y t h e 
E E ^ p t i a n » or E o m a n s . , . rr ? 

On t h e N i l e . 

" A tr ip on the N i l e i s n o w one of 
- t h e most en joyab le exper iences , .whether 

ft T A K a n i n - n f i t i n f t * * w * t A M A n A H " ^ A - M «»— « . . l ! 

'one S d f o f t h e ' a v e S e ' a J e t t e M ^ ? f m . " 8 > * * ^ ' . T h e - « * l s d ( ™ ?° 

but to do t h i f t y o u m u s t b e able to g e t 
together a t Jteast? s i x people . 

" T h e ' N i l e s e e a w r t o b e a l w a y s i n a 
• « . . . - . . .r. • • , , hurry, i t runs*aor^rapidly* I t rea l lv i s 
S o c i e t y in Cairo i s t h e g a y e s t i n the on ly t h i ^ ^ P h S e s i n E g y p l 
world. B e c a u s e I had m a n v frimidn «m/i i« retiw^^!?«»+...*.:-~t». * i^ B f i '_ l 

^ l S # ^ « f e f i : % . ^ r. f W ^ r r a ^ : w a * x a U e a m » e r e a n d t h e r e b y t l t e f t h e r e , I had o p p o r t u n i t y to a t t e n d / m a n y j t f ie t ic i n h a b i t a n t s a l o n g i t s b a n k s . W e 

: j n » Pul!t**aof E g y p t . 

?:% 

W h e n , thV E g y p t i a n project sug
g e s t e d b y Sir W i l l i a m Garst in and sup
ported b y Ijord Cromer, of ra i s ing the 
dam of A s s u a n and the cons truct ion of 
a f e w n e w cana l s such as the Mahmo-
dieh, w h i c h carries the w a t e r to l ower 
E g y p t , i s carried out , i t i s e s t i m a t e d 
t h a t near ly 1,000,000 acres of l and w i l l 
be converted from arid soi l in to f er t i l e 
land and wi l l t h u s make t h e Soudan a 
se l f - support ing country. A s a n y one 
can see, t h e poss ib i l i t i e s of th i s n e w 
country are immense . W i t h the expend
i ture of a f e w mi l l ions s ter l ing , t h e 
who le course of the N i l e can be ut i l 
i zed to irr igate the surrounding coun
try , w h i c h wi l l be assured of perpetua l 
good crops. 
' ' ' The t remendous v i c t o r y of the E n g 

l i sh a r m y under Lord K i t c h e n e r over t h e 
E g y p t i a n army, and t h e complete de
f e a t - o f the derv i shes in 1898, w i t h t h e 
death of the mahdi and the final cap
ture of A s s u a n D i k n o , have g i v e n t h e 
E n g l i s h such a tremendous power t h a t 
the n a t i v e s of those countr ies are al- -
most para lyzed and are under per fec t 
•control, so t h a t no further rebel l ion c a n 
ever be feared . 

" I n t h e las t f e w y e a r s there h a v e , 
b e e n m a n y a t t e m p t s b y some of t h e 
n a t i v e s to i n s t i g a t e their companions 
to rise up aga ins t t h e E n g l i s h , b u t . 
these a t t e m p t s h a v e genera l ly origin
a t e d w i t h po l i t i c ians , w h o h a v e h a d a t 
heart only the ir personal in teres t s a n d 
w h o w e r e a l w a y s l o o k i n g for trouble t o 
he lp out the ir bus iness . Therefore , 
these a t t e m p t s h a v e eas i l y b e e n sup
pressed. The grea t m a j o r i t y of the na- , 
t i v e s , the farmer and t h e landowner , a l l ' 
thru E g y p t , admi t unan imous ly t h a t ": 

t h e y h a v e n e v e r seen b e t t e r t i m e s . I ?! 
h a v e had opportuni t i e s t o t a l k w i t h '/« 
m a n y of t h e m and t h e y al l ignore t h e M 
f a c t tha t E n g l a n d i s g a i n i n g such a »ft 
t remendous power in E g y p t . T h e y are ^ 
l o o k i n g a t the resul t s , not the cause . N 
T h e y find t h a t l and i s worth t w i c e or ^ 
three t imes as much a s i t w a s be fore . ' 
T h e y see t h a t the ir products h a v e a 
r e a d y ' m a r k e t ; t h a t there i s a cons tant 5 
demand for labor; tha t w a g e s are h igh- * 
er than ever before . W h y should t h e y -t 
not be satisf ied w i t h these c o n d i t i o n * ? ' 
I t i s abso lu te ly unques t ionable t h a t 
t h e people of E g y p t are m a t e r i a l l y ben-- - v? 

efited b y E n g l i s h rule. , / * 

" E n g l a n d , of course, h a s no r i g h l f 
t o remain in E g y p t , and m a n y a t u n e ** 
E n g l i s h po l i t i c ians h a v e ra i sed the i r * 
v o i c e s in c o n d e m n a t i o n of a cont inu- -*• 
ance of B r i t i s h rule in E g y p t , b u t E n g - "• 
land has too much a t s t a k e there n o w . •' 
The S u e z canal i s a k e y to the w h o l e f Hft 
scheme of Br i t i sh rule in Ind ia and tha 
east , and E n g l a n d mus t s t a y in E g y p t „ 
to control t h e canal . I t i s erroneous t o ' 
be l i eve , tha t the whole of the E g y p t i a n "•''• 
bonded debt i s neld in E n g l a n d . T h e , 
French , I t a l i a n s and t h e Greeks are 
t o d a y the grea tes t bondholders , and i t 
i s on ly / thru the E n g l i s h occupat ion t h a t "'? 
these people have seen their bonds come K] 
up t o a premium of from 3 to 6 per cen t -
s ince 1882. E n g l a n d a ims , of course, 
for po l i t i ca l supremacy rather t h a n 
financial supremacy. H e r success i n 
t h e Soudan and the A f r i c a n c o n t i n e n t 
to Cape T o w n depends en t i re ly on t h e 
E g y p t i a n . occupat ion . 

" T h e admin i s t ra t ion in E g y p t i s moat 
gi radoxica l , but s t i l l v e r y ef fect ive , 

g y p t i s nomina l ly a prov ince of t h e 
Ot toman empire, y e t the country i s al
t o g e t h e r adminis tered b y Great Brit? " 
a in . 

" D u r i n g one of m y v l r i t s w i t h Tom*. 
neisser. P a s h a , a ide-de-camp of t h e k h e i • 
d i v e , w h o m I met e l e v e n y e a r s a g o 
w h i l e t r a v e l i n g thru Y e m e n i n 
Arabia , and w i t h w h o m I became i n t i 
m a t e , he t o l d m e a grea t deal about t i e 
l i f e of the present Khedive, a n d h e as 
sured m e t h a t v e r y l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n i s ~ 
f i y e n t o the affairs of t h e s t a t e b y t h e 

h e d i v e , w h o i s part icu lar ly in teres t ed 
in h i s large e s ta t e , w h i c h inc ludes the 
i s land of t h e P e r i d o s tone , w h i c h b r i n g s 
h i m a n i mmen se income. The m a i n 
figure jn E g y p t t o d a y i s Lord Cromer, 
represent ing the E n g l i s h g o v e r n m e n t . ' ' 
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