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Lif,§- was very gay for a fortnight. 

An hour after tho' Comandante's sur
render ho had dispatched invitat ions 
to all the young folk of the Gente de 
Razon of Monterey, Santa Barbara, 
Los Angeles and San Diego, and to 
such of the older as would brave the 
long journeys. The Monterenos had 
arrived for the mission entertainment, 
and during the next few days the rest 

Soured over the hills: Do la Guerras, 
limenos, Estudillos, Carrillos, Estene-

gas, Morenos, Cotas, Estradas, Picos, 
Pachecos, Lugos, Ortegas, Alvarados, 
Bandinis, Peral tas , -members of the 
Luis, Rodriguez, "Lopez: families, all of 
gentle blood, that made up the society 
of old California; as gay, arcadian, ir
responsible, yet moral a society as ever 
fluttered over this planet. Every house 
iu the Presidio and valley, every spare 
room at the Mission, opened to tnem 
with the exuberant hospitality of the 
country. The caballeros had their 
finest wardrobes of colored silks and 
embroidered botas, sombreros laden 
with silver, fine lawn and lace, jewel 
aud sash, velvet serape for the chill of 
the late afternoon. The matrons 
brought their stiff robes of red and 
yellow satin, the girls as many flow
ered silks and lawns, mantillas and re-
bosos, as the family carretas would 
hold. The square of the Presidio was 
crowded from morning unti l midnight 
with the spirited horses of the country, 
prancing impatiently under the heavy 
Mexican saddle, heavier with silver, 
made a trifle more endurable by the 
blanket of velvet or cloth. No Cali-
fornian walked a dozen rods when he 
had a horse to carry him. 

But the horses were not always 
champing in the square. There was 
more than one bull-bear fight, and 
twice a week at least they carried their 
owners to the hills of the Mission 
ranch, or the rocky cliffs and gorges 
above Yerba Buena, the Indian serv
ants following with great baskets of 
luncheon, perhaps roasting an ox whole 
in a trench. This the Californians 
called barbecue and the picnic merien-
da. 

There was dancing day and night, the 
t inkl ing of guitars, flirting of fans. 
Eezanov vowed he would not ha re be
lieved there were so many fans and 
guitars in the world, and suddenly re
membered he had never seen Concha 
wi th either. The ladv of his choice 
reigned supreme. Many had taken the 
long blistering journey for no other 
purpose than to see the famous beauty 
and her Russian; the engagement was 
as well known as if cried from the 
Mission top. The girls were surprised 
and delighted to find Concha sweet 
ra ther than proud, and envied her with 
amiable enthusiasm. The caballerhos, 
fewer in number, for most of the men 
in California a t tha t poriod before a 
freer distribution of land were on duty 
in the army, artfully ignored the un-
avowed bond, but liked Rezanov when 
he took the trouble to charm them. 

Khostov and Davidov watched the 
loading of the Juno with a lively re
gret. Never had they en-joyed them
selves more, nor seen so many pre t ty 
girls in one place. Both had begun 
by falling in love with Concha, and al
tho they rebounded swiftly from the 
blow to their hopes, i t happily saved 
them from a mere serious dilemma; tfn-
wfalthed and graceless as they were, 
they would have been regarded wi th 
l i t t le favor by the practical Califor-
nian father. As it was, their pleasures 
were nnpoisoned by regrets or rebuff. 
When they were not flirting in the 
dance or in front of a lattice, receiv
ing a lesson in Spanish behind the port
ly back of a duena, or clasping brown 
litt le fingers under cover of a fan when 
all eyes were riveted on the death strug
gle of a bull and a bear, they were 
playing cards and drinking in the of
ficers' quarters; which they liked al
most as well. I t is true "thev some
times paid the price in a cutt ing re
buke from their chief, but the rebukes 
were not as frequent as in less toward 
circumstances, and were generally fol

l o w e d by some fresh indulgence. "This, 
- they uneasily guessed, was not only the 
' resul t of the equable s ta te of his ex
cellency's temper, but because he had 
a signal unpleasantness in store, a n l 
would not hazard their resignation. 
They had taken advantage of an 
imper ia l ukase to enter the service 
of the Russian-American company tem
porarily, and they knew tha t if they 
evaded any behest of Rezanov's their 
adventurous life in the Pacific would 
be over. Therefore altho thev resent
ed his implacable will, they pulled with 
him in outward amitv; and indeed there 
were few of the Juno ' s human fipight 
t h a t did not look back upon tha t Cal
ifornia t springtime as the episode of 
their lives, commonly stormv or mo
notonous, in which the golden tide 
flowed with least alloy. Even Langs-
dorff, nltho impervious to female 
charms and with scientific thirst un

p a c k e d , enjoyed the Spanish fare and 
the society of the priests. The sailors 

- received many privileges, at tended bull
fights and fandangos, loved and pledged, 
and were only restrained from emigra
tion to the interior of this enchanted 
land of pre t ty girls and plentiful food 
by the knowledge of the sure and mer
ciless vengeance of their chief. Had 
the rumor of war still held i t might 
have been otherwise, but tha t raven 
had flown off to the limbo of i ts kind, 
and the comandante let i t bo known 
tha t deserters ^vould be summarily cap
tured and sent in irons to the Juno. 

In the mind of Concha Arguello there 
was never a lingering doubt of the qual* 
i ty of tha t fortnight between the days 
of tor tur ing doubts and acute emotional 
upheaval, and the sailing away of Rez
anov. I t was true that what he ban-
teringly termed her romantic sadness 
possessed her a t times, but i t served 
as a shadow to throw into sharper re
lief an almost incredible hfippiness. I f 
she seldom saw Rezanov alone there 
was the less to disturb her, and a t 
least he was never far from her side. 
There were always the delight of vent-
expected moments unseen, whispered 
words in the crowd, the sense of com
plete understanding, broken now and 
again by poignant a t tacks of unreas-
oniag jenlousv, not only on her par t 
but his; quite worth the reconciliation 
at the latt ice, while Elena Castro, gen
tle duena, pitched her voice high and 
amused her husband so well he sought 
no opportunity for response. 

t Then there was more than one excur
sion about the bay on the Juno, din
ner on La Bellissima or Nuestra Se-
nora de los Angeles, a long return af,-
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forests of tall thin trees on the other. 
But the valley itself was less Califor 
man than any par t of the country Reza
nov had seen. Smooth and flat and 
free of undergrowth and set with a t 
least t en thousand oaks, i t looked more 
like a splendid English park, long pre
served, than the recent haunt of naked 
savages. There were deer and quail 
in abundance, here and there an open 
field of grain. Long beards of pale-
green moss waved from the white oaks, 
wild flowers, golden red and pale blue, 
burst underfoot. There weje hedges 
of sweetbrier, acres of lupins, purple and 
yellow. Altogether the ideal estate of a 
nobleman; and Rezanov, who had liked 
nothing in California so well, gave his 
imagination rein and saw the counter
par t of the castle of his ancestors rise 
in the deep shade of the trees. 

Don Jose ' s house was a long, ram
bling adobe, red tiled, with many bed
rooms and one immense hall. Beyond 
was a chapel and a dozen outbuildings. 
Dinner was served in patr iarchal style 
in the hall, the comandante—or El Pa
drone as he was known here—and his 
guests a t the upper end of the table; 
below the salt, the vaqueros, their 
wives and children, and the humble 
friar who drove them to prayer night 
and morning. The friar wore his brown 
robes, the vaqueros their black and sil
ver and red in honor of the company, 
their women glaring handkerchiefs of 
green or red or yellow about their 
necks, even pinned back and front on 
their shapeless garments; and affording 
a fine vegetable garden contrast to the 
delicate flowerbed surrounding the pa
drone. 

There was a racetrack on the ranch 
and many fine horses. After siesta the 
company mounted fresh steeds and rode 
off to applaud the feats of the vaqueros, 
who not content with climbing the 
greased pole, wrenching the head of an 
unfortunate rooster from his buried 
body as they galloped by, submitt ing 
the tai l of an oiled pig in full flight 
to the same indignity, gave when these 
ancl other native diversions were ex
hausted such exhibitions of riding and 
racing as have never been seen out of 
California. As lithe as willow wands, 
on slender horses as graceful as them
selves, they looked like meteors spring
ing th ru space, and there was no tr ick 
of the circus they did not know by in
stinct and translated from gymnastics 
into poetry. Even Rezanov shared the 
excitement of the shouting, clapping 
Cahtornians, and Concha laughed de
lightedly when his cap waved with the 
sombreros. 

" I think you will make a good Cali-
fornian in t i m e , " she said as they rode 
homeward. 

" P e r h a p s , " said Rezanov musingly. 
His eyes roved over the magnificent es
ta te and at the moment they entered a 
portion of it tha t deepened to woods, 
so dense was the undergrowth, so thick 
the oak trees. Here there was but a 
glimpse, now and again, of the moun
tains swimming in the dark blue mist 
of the late afterno6n, the moss waved 
thickly from the ancient treea; over 
even the higher branches of many rolled 
a cascade of small br i t t le leaves, with 
the tempting opulence of i ts poisonous 
sap. The path was very abrupt, cut 
where the immense spreading trees per
mitted, and Rezanov and Concha had 
no difficulty in falling away from the 
chattering excited company. 

" T e l l me your ultimate plans, Pedro 
m i o , " said Concha softly. " Y o u are 
dreaming of something this moment 
beyond corn and t r e a t i e s . " 

" D o you want that final p r o o f ? " he 
asked, smiling. " W e l l , if I could not 
t rust you tha t would be the end of 
everything, and I know tha t I can. 
I have long regarded California as an 
absolutely necessary field of supplies, 
and since I have come here I will 
frankly say tha t could I , as the repre
sentat ive of the czar in all this par t of 
the world, make it practically my own, 
I should be content in even a perma
nent exile from St. Petersburg. I could 
a t t rac t an immense colony here and in 
time import libraries and works of art , 
laying the foundation of a great and 
important city on tha t fine site about 
Yerba Buena. But now that these kind 
people have practically aaopted me I 

Dios de mi alma! Will he Sad 
return? 

Elena Castro shook her wise head. 
She was nearly twenty, and four years 
of matrimony had made her skeptical 
of man ' s capacity for romance. " T w o 
years are long, and he will see many 
girls, and become one again of a life 
t h a t ' s always more brilliant than our 
sun m May. His eyes will be daz
zled, his mind distracted, full to the 
b n™-„ T ? 8 i t a t table with the czar, 
to talk with him alone in his cabinet, to 
have for the asking audience of the 
pope of Rome and the king of Spain! 
Ay yi! Ay yi! Perhaps he will be 
made a prince when he returns to St. 
Petersburg and all the beautiful prin
cesses will want to marry him. Can he 
remember this poor little California, 
and even our lovely Concha? I doubt! 
Valgame Dios, I d o u b t ! " 

"Concha has always been too for
t u n a t e , " said Rafaella with a touch 
of spite, for years of wait ing had tried 
her temper and the sun always freckled 
h " nose. The flower of' California 
stood on the corridor of the mission 
and before the church awaiting the 
guest of honor and his escort. A mass 
was to be said in behalf of the depart
ing guests; the Juno would sail with 
the turn of the afternoon tide. Men 
and women were in their gayest finery, 
an exotic mass of color against the 
rough whitewashed walls, chattering as 
vivaciously as if the burden of their 
conversation were not regret for the 
chamberlain and his gay young lieu
tenants. Concha, alone, wore no color; 
her frock was white, her mantilla black. 
She stood somewhat apart , but altho 
she was pale she commanded her eyes 
to dwell absently on the shifting sand 
t a r down the valley, her haughty Span
ish profile betraying nothing of the 
despair in her soul. 

" Y e s , Concha has always been too 
f o r t u n a t e , " repeated Rafaella. " W h y 
should she be chosen for such destiny 
—to go to the Russian court and wear 
a t r am ten yards long of red velvet 
embroidered with gold, a white veil 
spangled with gold, a headdress a foot 
high set so thick with jewels her head 
will ache for a week—Madre de Dios! 
And we stay here forever with white 
walls, horsehair furniture, Baja Cali
fornia pearls and three silk dresses a 
y e a r ! " 

" N o one in all Russia will look so 
grand in court dress as our Con 
c h i t a , " said Elena loyally. " B u t I 
doubt if it is the dress and the s tate 
she thinks of losing today. She wi l t 
not ta lk even to me of him—Ai y i ! 
she grows more reserved every day 
o u r Concha!—except to say she will 
wed him when he returns, and tha t I 
know, for did not I witness the be
trothal? She only mocks me when I 
beg her to tell me if she loves him, 
languishes, or sings a bar of some one 
of our beautiful songs with ridiculous 
words. But she does. She did not 
sleep last night. Her room is next to 
mine. No, i t is of Rezanov she thinks, 
and always. Those proud, silent girls, 
who jest when others would weep and 
use many words and must die without 
sympathy—they have t ragedy in their 
souls, ay y i ! And you think she is 
fortunate? True she is beautiful, she 
is La Favori ta , she receives many 
boxes from Mexico, and she has won 
the love of this Russian. But—I have 
not dared to remind her—I remem
bered i t only yesterday—she came 
into this world on the thir teenth of a 
month, and he into her life but one 
day before the thir teenth of another— 
new style! True, some might say tha t 
it was an escape, but if he came on 
the twelfth, i t was on the thir teenth 
she began to love him—on the night 
of the ball ; of tha t I am s u r e . " 

Rafaejla shuddered and crossed her
self. " P o o r Concha! Perhaps in the 
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The white rain clouds, rolling as ever 
like a nervous intruder over the great 
snow peaks behind the sf eep hills black 
with forest tha t rose like a wall behind 
the lit t le settlement of Sitka, parted 
for a moment a n d ' t h e sun, a coy dis
dainful guest, flung a glit tering mist 
over what Nature had intended to be 
one of the most enchanting spots on 
earth, Until, in a fit of ill temper—with 
one of the gods, no doubt—she gave it 
to Niobe as a permanent outlet for her 
discontent, when it does not rain at 
Si tka i t pours, and when once in a way 
she draws a deep breath of respite and 
lifts her grand and glorious face to the 
sun, in pathetic grati tude for dear in
frequent favor, comes a wild flurry of 
snow or a close white fog from the in
land waters ; and like a great beauty 
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tent either slowly to absorb the coun
try, in which case I shall see no great 
result in my lifetime, or—and for this 
I hope—what with the mess Bonaparte 
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CONSTIPATION 

„ „ V i l i terally 
everything except civilization, she 
would be unworthy of her place among 
nations. Moreover—a beneficent t r £ 
umph impossible to us otherwise—with 
a powerful and flourishing colony up 
and down this coast, and sending 
breadstuffs regularly to our other pos
sessions in these waters unti l the na
tives, immigrants and exiles were 
healthy vitalized beings, It would be 
but a question of a few years before we 
should force open the doors of China 
and J a p a n . " He caught Concha 
from her horse and strained 
her to him in the mounting ardor of his 
plunge down the future. " Y o u must 
resent n o t h i n g , " he cried. " Y o u must 
cease to be a Spanish woman when you 
become my wife, and help me as only 
you can in those inevitable years I 
have mapped out; and ndfc so much for 
myself as for Russia. My enemies have 
sought to persuade three sovereigns 
tha t I am a visionary, but I have al
ready accomplished much tha t met with 
resentment and ridicule when I 
broached i t . And I know my powers. 
I tingle with the knowledge or my abil-

. i ty to carry to a conclusion every plan 
! I haye thought worth holding when the 
- ardor Of conception, was bver: I swear 
' to you tha t death alone—and I believe 

' that nothing is . further aloof—shall 
prevent my giving this country to Rus
s i a before five years hav£ passed, and 
'within another brief \ p a h the trade of 
.China and Japan . I t i s ' a glorious..des
tiny for a man, one m a n ^ t o pass into 
history as the Russian of~ his century 
that has done most to add to the tartent 
and>"the wealth and*, t hk pdwer w h $ 
empire. ^Does tha t sounds vainglorious," 
ami do you resent i t ? ' -"Xbtt^musji not, 

' I tell you, you must n o t . " S.* , 
' Concha had never aeea&tni in Sfch a 
/ mood. Altho he held her so close^ 

i ! S I ( m f w i t h * W ^ i A s , % w i t h the very life blood and vitals of 

his horse she stopd staring with un 
seeing eyes on the brilliant animated 
scene. Suddenly she heard a sup
pressed sob, and felt a touch on her 
skirt . She looked around and saw 
Rosa, kneeling close to the church. 
For a moment she continued to stare, 
hardly comprehending, in the intense 
concentration of her faculties, tha t 
tangible beings, other than herself 
and Rezanov, still moved on the earth. 
Then her mind relaxed. She was nor
mal in a normal world once more. 
She stooped and patted the hands 
clasping her skirts. 

" P o o r R o s a ! " she said. " P o o r 
R o s a ! " 

Over the intense green of islands 
and hills were long banners of yellow 
and purple mist, where the wild flow
ers were # lifting their heads. The 
whole quivering bay was as green as 
the land, but far away the mountains 
of the east were pink. Where there 
was a patch of verdure on the sand
hills the warm golden red of the poppy 
flaunted in the sunshine. All nature 
was in gala a t t i ie like the Californians 
themselves, as the Juno under full sail 
sped thru " T h e Mouth of the Gulf of 
the Para l lones . " For t San Joaquin 
saluted with seven guns; the Juno re
turned the compliment with nine. The 
comandante, his family and guests, 
stood on the hill above the fort, cheer
ing, waving sombreros and handker
chiefs. Wind and tide carried the 
ship rapidly out the straits . Rezanov 
dropped the cocked hat ho had been 
waving and raised his field-glasses. 
Concha, as ever, stood a lit t le apart . As 
the ship grew smaller and the com
pany turned toward the Presidio, she 
advanced to the edge of the bluff. The 
wind lifted her loosen«d mantilla, bil
lowing i t out on one side, and as she 
stood with her hands pressed against 
her heart, she might, save for her1 

f ^ P f e ^ ^ - t e e k e £ ? " ^ e i d o l o n of 
the Madonna Hi San" ^ i s to . I n her 
eyes was the ^EHne'ix^re's^iorr pf yague 
arrested horror as 'she 'looked* out on 
tha t -wor ld of- menaeing imperfections 
the blind forces of nature and man had 
created; her body was instinct with the 
same nervous, leashed, impotent energy. 
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daughter of Don Jose Arguello. 
The chief manager listened to this 

confidence with an even livelier satis
faction than to the list of the JunoTs 
cargo 

a cause for rupture would not be far to t n x j 1 J J : . o t Concha Arguello in her velvet across the sound—who sends up a col 
seek, and i t would need no instiffation a n d ^we\a a 1 1 °Y,er, I should hate her. umn of light once in a way to dazzle 

Two years! her shroucfed eyes, and failing that bat-
eternity ters her with rock and stone like any 

lover of the slums. One day he spat 
TV,^ :u„„i„ i T -.. forth a rock like a small hill, and big 

„ • . - - . , M S & I I . II^ad? was descending the enough to dominate the strip of low-
dear girl—as no other Russian could. f - S J A 1 " 8 £ £ J A ® Hi' R e z a n ° v } n M land at least, standing out on the edge 
They cannot hold' this country. Spain W ° ™ °«*we

o"» the comandante and Qf the island like a guard at the gates, 
could n o t - w o u l d not, a t all events, for J " " 8 : ^ J u

o
e " ° p

a
q

n d ^ ^ f . , V a ^ c k e d and never a par t o f the alien surface! 
she has not troops enough here to pro-, T^O r « H ? S S f ^ f ™ P r T n ° , a n d f o r * ' Between this lofty rock and the forest 
tect a terr i tory half i t s , s i z e - h o l d it I h « < $ h l ° " " a ^ ^ t i J 1 1 1 ] ; ^ 8 u m _ was the walled settlement of New Areh-
against even the /Amer icans ' should b ln?velvT?iJ r»«J? I m £ & D ° 2 i J o M ' i 2 angel, tha t Baranhov. the dauntless, 
& 1 t ? m e f 6 e l S t ^ n K e D ° M ^-Pi1 8 1 1 with The arms 0 ? * S n a ^ d e r e d i n g ° l d h a d ™^«* f r o ™ the bloodthirsty Ko-
2 2 , ^ f V « T 0 B 8 i * 5 e ^ i * ? ^ W i . l M e r " As t h e ^ * l £ m o n 5 S M * P w m « v w A I o s h b u t a s h o r t time since and pur-
ness. I t is the destiny of this charm- s . y a i 8 mounteci Jtezanov bowed DOSed to hold in the interest of the "Run- 1 , a , v e a n n e o* settlements as far south Y 0 " ^ <»"»«eu i " ^ 
ing Arcadia to disappear; and did Rus- ceremoniously to the par ty on the cor- S ? a n - A m e r ? c a n ^ o m V a n v H l s W hut as San Diego. My plan was to fke? mv £ a c e f ^ f o r e - ' h i m . 
sia forego an opportunity to appropri- ndor and they returned his salutation " £ £ ? like*th«^ o S r l u i l d in^s with a w a V down the nprthern coast of C a £ band and shook 
ate a domain tha t offers her literally § ? a v e & ' s u d d e n l y silent. He walked J g J J J a ^Lth

f
e
0™£Gr

in^bHS stood f o r n i a w i t * a -colony, which should buV w armhy- , • •* 
everything except civilization, sh l *™& over to Concha... . . . Sellow ochre foundI m the H O £ stood t t p t l a d f ^ ^ ^"JfuW buv ' L e t me thank you here for all your 

>st as often as the sea engage immediately in otter huntine— inestimable services in the past, and 
! t - D

a S - . 0 " e . n a 8 i £ ! !!!•_.. a . * T. . ,_ somewhere between Cape Mendocfno P a r t icular ly during our late hazardous 
and Drake ' s bay. The Spanish have no v ° y a g e s . Be sure tha t whether you suc-
settlements ,above San Francisco and c e e d *n this enterprise or not, your re-

h u n d r e F * b i t s " T f T o l c h n k T woodland " n n i ^ ^ S i ^ i d ? v e u ? ? u t - T h e v w ? « i £ S b i n f H 8 8 / » w h , a t - y o u 

weeping as ever, he gave a whimsical X l d r a ^ 1
a n d Muster and do nothing. h a v e already done. I shall make it a 

«»„W ?TT 4-i^n+* +« +i£ ™,r * „ A «„„,._ i h e n quie t ly push forward. hnil/>i«, 

fores t „„ >,~ „,„ .„„ „-v. 
tneel beside no one else " A 8 Rezanov, on the second of Ju ly 
And Concha, with the air of leading thirty-one days after leaving San Fran 
L honored tmp.st t.r, <fc« >>o„,.„„r Cisco, sailed into the harbor with i ts 

directly over to Concha. 
" W e will go in toge the r , " he said 

" I t matters nothing what they- th ink 
I kneel beside no one else. ' ' 

And Concha, with the air of leading i n i r t v - .-. , ..• -----
an honored guest to the banquet -C1SC<?' s a i l e d i n t o the 
turned and walked with him into the' 
dark lit t le church. 

" W h y did you not wear a white 
m a n t i l l a ? " he whispered. " I do not 
like tha t black t h i n g . " 

" I am not a bride. I knew we should 
kneel together1—it would have been 
ridiculous. And I could not wear a 
colored reboso t o d a y . " 

" I should have liked to fancy we 
were here for our nuptials. Delusions 
pass, bu t are none the less sweet for 
t h a t . " 

They knelt a t the altar, the com
andante, Dona Ignacia, Luis, Santi
ago, Rafaella Sal and Elena Castro 
just behind; the rest of the party, their 
br ight garments shimmering vaguely 
in the gloom, as they listed; and enough 
fervent prayers went up to insure the 
health and safety of the depart ing 
guests for all their lives. 

Rezanov, who had much on his mind, 
stared moodily a t the al tar until Con-
.cha, who had bowed her head almost 
to her knees, finished her supplication, 
when their eyes turned and met simul
taneously. For a moment their brains 
did swim in the delusion tha t the priest 
with uplifted hands pronounced bene
diction upon their nuptials, tha t pro
bation was over and union nigh. Bu t 
Fa the r Abella dismissed all with the 
same blessing, and they shivered as 
they rpse and waike.d slowly down the 
church. 

Dona Ignacia took her husband 's a rm 
and, mutter ing tha t she feared a chill, 
hurried the others before her. The 

litt le. 

played into the hands of marauding for
eigners; with brain on fire he was 
shrewder than the soberest. 

He listened with deep satisfaction 
to the chamberlain's account of his 
success with the Californian? and his 
glowing pictures of the country, nod
ding every few moments with emphatic 
approval. But as the story finished 
his wonderful eves were two bubbling 
springs of humoi, and Rezanov. who 
knew him well, recrossed his legs ner
vously 

" W h a t is i t ? " he asked. " W h a t 
have I done now? Remember tha t you 
have been in this business for sixteen 
years, and I one " 

" H o w many measures of corn did 
you say you had brought, excel lency!" 

" T w o hundred and ninety-four," re
plied Rezanov proudly. 

" A provision tha t exceeds my most 
sanguine hopes. The only thing tha t 
mitigates my satisfaction is tha t there 
is not a mill in the settlement to 
grind i t . " 

Rezanov sprang to his feet with a 
violent exclamation, his face very red. 
There was no one whose good opinion 
he valued as he did tha t of this bril
liant, dissipated, disinterested old ge
nius; and he felt like a schoolboy. But 
altho he started for the door, he re
covered half way, and, reseating him
self, joined m the laughter of the lit t le 
man who was rocking back and forth 
on his bench, his weazened leg clasped 
against his, shrunken chest. 

" H e w on earth was I to know all 
your domestic, a r r angement s?" he said 
testily. " G o d knows I found them 
limited enough last winter, but i t never 
occurred to me there was any myste
rious process involved in converting 
com into meal. I s i t quite useless, 
t h e n ? " ' 
' ? 'Oh , no, we can boil or roast i t . I t 
will dispose of what teeth we have 
left, but tha t will serve the good pur
pose of reminding us always of your 
excellency's interest in our we l f a re . " 

Rezanov shrugged > i s shoulders. 
" G i v e the corn to the natives. I t is 
farinaceous at all events. And you can 
have nothing to say against the flour 
I have brought, and the peas, beans, 
tallow, butter , barley, salt and salted 
meats—in all to the value of twenty-
four thousand Spanish dol la rs . " 

The chief manager ' s head nodded 
with_ the vigor and rapidi ty of a me
chanical toy. " I t is a Godsend, a God
send, If you did no more than tha t 
you would have earned our -everlasting 
grati tude. I t will make us over, give 
us renewed courage in this cursed ex
istence. Are you not going to get me 
out of i t ? " 

Rezanov shook, his head with a smile. 
Literally you are the whole company. 

As long as I live here you stay—altho 
when I reach St. Petersburg I shall see 
tha t you receive every possible reward 
and honor . " 

Baranhov lifted his shoulders to his 
ears m quizzical resignation. " I sun-
pose it matters little where the last 
tew years left me are spent, and I can 
hang the medals on the walls to con
sole me when I have the rheumatism, 
and shout my titles from the top of 
the fort when the Kolosh are yelling 
at the ba r r i cades . " 
*w Y w l 2 m u s t . m a k e yourself more com-
?!iv a ' S J * e z a n o v emphatically, uoiira iaier, tne race remains that the 
- J i —11 wrong to carry your honesty Russian flag was the first to float over 
f ; t . e n t h u s i a s m to the point of living them. The stores captured may not 
«*?!, • .P r o i"uschleniki. Take enough be worth much and the islands are of 
SLli i l1 1 t l m e

1
t ° b « i l d you a comfortable no particular use to us, but i t is wise 

dwelling, and I will send you, on my tha t Japan should have a taste of Rus-
l ^ i A0 ' i m o r e substantial re- sian power; and the consequences may 
wards than orders and tit les. Build a be salutary in more ways than one. I 
pig house, for tha t matter. I shall be hope you will do me this great favor, 
here more or less—when I am not in for there is no one of your tried probi-
Cahfornia. And he told Baranhov ty and skill to whom I can trust so 
or his proposed marriage with the delicate an enterprise. I am doing it 

wholly upon my own responsibility, 
for altho I wrote tentatively to the 
Czar on this subject before I sailed for 
California, i t is not yet time for a re
ply. However, I take the consequences 

autumn rains swelled the rivers and 
flooded the swamps. Winter or summer 
the journey from Okhotsk to St. Peters
burg migh t be- made in four months; 
with the wealth and influence a t his 
command, possibly less; but in the del
uge between he was liable to deten
tions lasting nearly a3 long again, to 
say nothing of > illness caused bv in
evitable exposure. He stood staring a t 
the palisades fo* many minutes. The 
separation m^st? be long enough, the 
dangers numefous enough if he started 
withing the week, but at least he haxL. 
in a measure accustomed himself to» 
the idea of not seeing Concha again for 
" t h e best part of two v e a r s , " and,.the 
sanguineness of his temperament had 
led him to hope that the time might 
be reduced to eighteen months. If he 
delayed too iong, only by means of an 
unprecedented run of good fortune 
would he reach St. Petersburg but a 
month behind his calculations. And 
the chances were in favor of four, or 
three a t the best ' Never since the 
morning that the real nature of his 
feeling for Concha had declared itself 
had he yearned toward her as at tha t 
moment; never since the dictum of 
what she called their " t r i b u n a l " had 
he so rebelled against the long delay. 
And yet he hesitated. To leave Japan, 
unpunished for the senseless humilia
tions to which i t had subjected Russia 
in his person was not to be thought of, 
and vet did he leave without spemg the 
Avos finished, the two boats supplied 
with armaments at Okhotsk, and uncler 
way before he started across Siberia, 
he knew it was doubtful if the expedi
tion took place before his re turn; in 
tha t case might never take place, for 
these two young men might have drift
ed elsewhere, and he knew of ^io ond 
else to whom he could entrust such a 
commission. In spite of their idiosyn-. 
crasies he could trust them implicitly—» 
up to a certan pbint. That point in
volved keeping them in sight until ex
actly the right moment and leaving 
nothing! to their executive which could 
be certainly accomplished bv himself 

! alone Did he sail five days hence on 

As he was passing the chapel, fol
lowed again by the employees of the 
company, to whom he had granted a 
holiday, he suddenly found his hand 
taken possession of, and looked up to 
see himself confronted by a dissipated-
looking person in plain clothes. His 
hand became so limp that it was 
dropped as if i t had put forth a sting, 
and he narrowed his eyes and demand
ed with a bend of his mouth that 
brought the blood to the face of the 
intruder: 

" A n d who are you, may I a s k ? " 
The man threw back his head defi

antly. " I am Lieutenant Sookin of 
the imperial navy of Russ ia , " he said 
m a loud defiant tone. 

# ' ' And I am chamberlain of the Rus
sian court and commander of all 

" N o w to ' tovo^o^Sfrf 7 , . C O o U y - I t h e - J u n o ^ n e ' o r t n e " o f f i c e ^ V o S d ' be 
self in v n m r \ £ £ « J £ ? t T ' d r e s s . y ° l i r - exposed for an indeterminate time to 

"porT r^e^n^r^nJe.'S'ent ^ 2^*5*5 . " £ ° ^ ^ t ^ 

" W e shall have California yet " he u p £ n m v o w n shoulders. You shall not 
cried, his eyes snapping like l ive'coals !uff<Lr i n ^11V w a ^ ' f o r v o u r orders are 
under the black thatch of wig " A b obey mine while you remain i n these 
sorption or the bayonet? I ? ' m a t t e r s w a | e r 9 - : . . , . 
i -^ i - Ten. years from now and we will ^ , P a u s , e d a moment and then sud-

" denly smiled into have a line of settlements as far south fenly , 8 n » l e d i n t o the unresponsive 
as San Diego. My plan was to feel mv t a c e ? b e f o r e - him. He held out his 

their limp ones 

U building personal matter with the czar. You 
have taken s h a 1 1 h a v e promotion and a substantial 

sigh in t r ibute to the gay and ever- x~I~ o^K"Xi K"°*V, * " * w a r i 

changing beauties of the southern land, £ A11 a n a _ 8 Q 1PS . .But you nave taken ? " " " " ~ \ ° F " " 1 " ; 1 ^ , O U U , a suostannai 
but was in no mood for sentimental ^J-11^- P a n d m a n i * e r and will ac- ^c r ea se in pay, besides the orders and 
reminiscence. Natives, saddl ing eager- 5 T £ JL l n «*! n y e a J 8 w h a t w o u l d h a v e l m Pf r l a l thanks you so richly deserve, 
ly out to sea in their bidarkas to be * £ „ ! * £ ? ? f t y * U&TF? t h i s * i r l» U8<> J i 6 S t a n y t h . m R **PP?\ to me on my 
the first to br ing in good news or bad, y o " l ^ / v a n t a g e over the entire family homeward journey I shall write to St. 
had given him a report covering the ^ h o s e " ^ e n c e I well know—and Petersburg before I l e a v e . " 
period of his absence tha t fillecT him that great personal power with whieh ™ " i—.*——*-
with dismay. There had been deaths ^ e A l m , l f f

1
a t y h a * b e e , n »° lavish, and 

from scurvy; one of the largest shios y ° " w i 1 1 naY,e the whole weakly gar-
bclonging to the company had been f { f o n i d C o u W «fder your foot before 
wiecked and the entire cargo lost; of a tf^v k n ° w w l e r e " » * • * « , and the R u * 
hunting par ty of 300 Aleuts in 140 ! I a n settlers pour ing in. Spain cannot 
bidarkas, which had gone from Sitka t>o m e t0^ the r e s C u e w J l i i e t ^ § ^ ^ j 
to Kadiak in November of the preced- f 0 ? 8 ? - ! 1 1 6 l S a I l , ^ e ' a 5 d h e ia .young, 
ing year, not one had arrived at i t s des- ? £ „ i l J £ e yourself a favorite of des
tination, and there was reason to be- Iiny; , , l n o s e damned Bd^tonians ip-
lieve tha t all had been drowned or n e P t t h e grabbing instincts of the toe 
massacred; and the Russians and Aleuts P a ^ e r » a l race thev have just reiecte3, 
a t Behring 's bay -settlement had been ^ u t I n ® r e * a r e thousands of miles o l 
exterminated by one of the native desert between California and their own 
tribes. western outposts, hundreds of savage s. . . r -«^« U ^ U D I O , uuuureus or savage 

it the Juno was received with sal- t n b e s . to exterminate. By the time they 
v«» of artillery from the fort, and w e . r . e i n a fet*011 t o a t tempt the occu-
cheered by the entire population of the P a t l o n . o f 'California we should be so 
settlement, crowded on the beach. Bar- fecurelv entrenched they would either 
anhov, looking like a monkey with a J,f \?a a l p n e ^ r s e n d troops t h a t would be 
mummy's head pi,which only a pair of n a I t d e a d try the time they reached 
ircomparablv shrewd ^eyes still lived, his u s - / A s to ' sh ips , we could soon build 
black wig fastened' on his bald red- e n < m Rb « t Okhotsk and PetropaUlovsky 
fringed pate with a silk handkefchief f o r o u r purpose. For the matter of "that, 
t ied under his chin, stood, hands OIL « J o u r Riffed tongue Impressed the czar 
hips, shaking with excitement and de- with the 'riches of ' California' there 
light. The bearded long-haired priests* would always be war ships1 on' her 

The lieutenants, overcome as ever 
when he chose to put forth his full 
powers, assured him of their fidelity 
and, if with misgivings, vowed to mete 
vengeance to the Japanese. And altho 
their misgivings were not unfounded, 
and they paid a high price in suffering 
and_ mortification, they accomplished 
their object and in due course received 
the rewards the chamberlain had prom
ised them. 

They did not retire, and Rezanov, 
seeing their sudden hesitation and em
barrassment, felt a sudden thrill of ap
prehension. 

" W h a t i s i t ? " he demanded. " W h a t 
has happened f" 

" L i f e h a s moved slowlv in Sitka 
during yot j t^bsence , excellency," re
plied Davidov. " T h e r e has been lit
tle work done on the Avos. I t will not 
be finished for a month or six w e e k s . " 

Then, had the young man been pos
sessed by a not infrequent mood, they 
would, have "g lowed with a sense 
of jus t satjsfactipn. Rezanov felt 
himself turn %sd_ white that he 
wheeled aboufr'^arm left the tent 
month or six weeks! And the speed 
and safety of his journey across Sibe-

^ ria depende"d* upon his making th 

perhaps, at the mercy of some sudden report to me an hour hence. 
i n e orncer, concentrating in his m- requirement of the company. His ad

jected eyes all the lively hatred and thority was absolute when enforced in 
jealousy of his service for the Russian- person, but it was a proverb west of 
Ameiican company in this region where the Ural- "God reigns and the czar is 
i t reigned supreme and cared no more far a w a y . " If the Juno were wanted, 
tor the_ admiralty than for some native the manager at Okhotsk would aigue 
chieftain covered with shells and war that two years was a period in which 
R . a i n V g a t i t s Pienipotentiary as an ardent servant of the company could 
i t calling upon his deeper resources of fiud many an excuse to ]ustify its sei^-
msolence; but the steady contemptuous ure. 
gaze of the man who had dealt with And here in Sitka it was doubtful if 
his Kind often and successfully over- the work on the A\os proceeded at all. 
came his sodden spirit and he turned Baranhov was not in svmpathy with 
sulkily and slouched off to his quarters the enterprise against '*" 
to console himself with more brandy fearing the consequences io cimseii m 
Kezanov shrugged his shoulders and the event of the czar 's disapproval, and 
went on to his tent. resenting the impressment o± the pro-

lne re was jax> furniture m it as yet, muschlemki into a service that? de 
and he was obliged to receive Davidov prived him of their legitimate work 

-and Khostov standing, but this he pre- Moreover, altho he loved Rezanov per-
lerred They followed him almost ini- sonally, he had enjoyed supreme power 
m e ^ i a t e i y , apprehensive and nervous, in the wilderness too long not to chafe 
and before speaking he looked at them under even the temporary assumption 
for a moment with his strong pene- of authority bv his hign handed superi-
t ra t ing gaze. He well knew the power or. With the best of intentions Davidov 
of his own personality, and that it was — V l —i--•>-•>-*•-•>--- - • .. 
immeasurably enhanced by the fact 
tha t of all with whom he had to do in 
these benighted regions his will alone 
was never weakened by liquor. These 
young men, clever* highbred, with an 
honorable record n6t only in Russia 
but in England and America, looked 
upon a hilarious night as the just re
ward of work well done by day. Brandy 
was debited to their >. account by the 
" b u c k e t " (a bucket being a trifle less 
than two gallons), and they found lit
tle fault with life. But it gave a com
manding spirit like Rezanov's an ad
vantage which they did not underesti
mate for a moment; and they alter
nately hated and worshiped him. 
^ *'t think you have an inkling of 
Tsftjat I am going to ,ask you to d o . " 
• the chamberlain, brought out t he e.u> 

Sfcemism with the utmost suavity. " 1 ' 
ave made up my mind not to leave 

the indignity to which Russia was sub
jected last year by Japan without sueh 
punishment as it is m my power to 
inflict at present. I t was my inten
tion to build a flotilla here, but owing 
to the diseased condition and reduced 
numbers of the employees, tha t was im
possible, and I shall be obliged to con
tent myself with the Juno and the 
Avos. whose keel, as you know, was 
laid in November* and is no doubt fin
ished long since. These I shall fit with 
armaments in Okhotsk. I shall place 
the enterprise I have spoken of in your 
charge, sailing with you from Sitka 
five days hence. From Okhotsk I de
sire that you proceed to the Japanese 
settlements in the lower Kurile islands, 
take possession of them and bring all 
stores and as many of the inhabitants 
as the vessels will accommodate, to 
Sitka, where Baranhov will see that 
they are comfortably established on 
that large island in the harbor—which 
jsc shall call Japonsky—and converted 
into good servants of the company. 
The excuse for this enterprise is tha t 
those islands were formally taken pos
session of by Shelikov; and altho aban
doned later, the fact remains that the 

could make little headway against the 
passive resistance of the chief mana
ger, and those intentions would be 
weakened by the consolations the com
pany so generously afforded. 

The result was hardly open to doubt. 
If he left Sitka before the completion 
of the Avos, Russia would go U J -
avenged for the present. Or himself? 
Rezanov, sanguine and imaginative as 
he was, even to the point of creating 
premises to rhyme with ends, was very 
honest fundamentally. He turned 
abruptly on his heel, and calling to the 
officers tha t he would announce his de
cision on the morrow, ordered the sen
t ry to open the gate and passed out of 
the enclsure. 

He crossed the clearing and entered 
the forest. The warlike tribes them
selves had trodden paths thru the dense 
undergrowth of young trees and ferns. 
Rezanov, despite Baranhov's warning, 
had tramped the forest many times. 
I t was the one thing that reconciled 
him to Sitka, for there are few woods 
more beautiful. In spite or because 
of the incessant rains, it is pervaded 
by a rich golden gloom, the result of 
the constant rott ing of the brown and 
yellow bark, not only on the prostrate 
trees, but of the many killed bv 
crowding and unable to seek the earth 
with the natural instinct of death. 
And above, the green of hemlock and 
spruce was perennially fresh and 
young, glistening and fragrant. Here 
and there was a small clearing where 
the clans had erected their ingenious 
and hideous totem poles, out of place 
in the ancient beauty of the wood 

The ferns brushed his waist, the roar 
of the river came to his ears, the forest 
had never looked more primeval, more 
wooing to a man burdened with civil
ization, but Rezanov ga\ e i t less heed 
than usual, altho he had turned to it 
instinctively. He was occupied with a 
question to which nature would turn an 
aloof disdainful ear. Was his own 
wounded vanity at the root of his de
sire to humiliate Japan? Russia was 
too powerful, too occupied, for the pres
ent at least, greatly to care that her 
overtures and presents had been 
scorned. Upon her ambassador had 
fallen the full brunt of that wearisome 
and incomparably mortifying experi
ence, and unfortunately the ambassador 
happened to be one of the proudest and 
most autocratic men in her empire. No 
man of Rezanov's caliber but accommo
dates that sort of personal vanity tha t 
tenaciously resents a blow to the pride 
of which it is a part, to the love of 
power i t feeds. As well expect a lover 
without passion, a state without corrup
tion. Rezanov finally shrugged his 
shoulders and admitted the impeach
ment, but a t the same time he recog
nized that the desire for vengeance still 
held, and tha t the tenaci ty of his na
ture, a tenacity tha t had been no mean 
factor in the remodeling of himself from 
a voluptuous young sprig of nobilitv 
into one of the most successful business 
men and subjugators of other men that 
the Russian empire could show, was not 
likely to weaken when i ts very roots 
had been stiff with purpose for fifteen 
months. Power had been Rezanov's 
ruling passion for many years before 
he met Concha Arguello, and altho i t 
might mate very comfortably with love, 
it was not to be expected that i t would 
remain submerged beyond the first en
thusiasm, nor even assume the position 
of the " p a r t y of the second p a r t . " 

(To Be Continued.) 

OVER THE WIRE. 
Town Topics. 

Edith—Hare you demanded an apology from 
Harold for calling you a prevaricator? 

Willie—No, but I «hall—just as soon aa the 
shiftless fellow puts in a telephone. 

SICK HEADACHE 
Pos i t ive ly cored by 
these L i t t l e Pi l ls* | 

They also relieve Dis
tress from Dyspepsia, In
digestion and Too HeartJ 
Eating. A perfect rem* 
cdy for Dizziness, Nausea, 
Drowsiness, Bad Taste 
In the Mouth. Coated 
.Tongue, Pain In the Side. 
TORPID JIVSS. 

regulate the Bowels. Purely Vegetable. 

SMALL PILL, SMALL DOSE. SMALL PRICE. 
Genuine Must Bear 
Fac-Simile Signature 

BEFUSE SUBSTITUTES. 


