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"MAN'S IDEAL AND WOMAN'S , DEAL" 
A Widow Wordalog by Helen Rowland, Author of 'The 
Digressions of Polly," "Honeymoon Conversations/9 Etc. 

44 w 
bead. 

HO Is the ideal woman!" asked the widow 
pensively, laying down her embroidery 
hoop and clasping her hands behind her 

The bachelor blew a smoke ring reflectively and 
squinted thru it at the window. 

"You've got powder on your nose!" he remarked 
disapprovingly. 

The widow snatched up a diaphonous lace hand" 
kerchief and began rubbing her nose. 

"Have I got too much o n ? " she asked anxiously. 
" A n y , " replied the bachelor, with dignified loom, 

" i s too much—in a man's eyes ." 
The widow laughed and stopped rubbing her nose. 
"But it isn't in his eyes ,"she protested,"if i t is 

put on so artistically that he doesn't see it. Getting 
it on straight is such an art I " and the widow sighed. 

"Black art, you mean," exclaimed the bachelor 
disgustedly. " A made-up woman is like paste jewelry 
and imitation bric-a-brac. She looks cheap and unsub
stantial and as tho she wouldn't wear well. Even 
granting that you aren't half good enough for us " 

Tho widow dropped her embroidery hoop and sat up 
with blazing eyes. • 

"And that you don't come up to our stand-
ards " 

"You flatter yourself, Mr. Travers!" 
" N o , I don' t !" retorted the bachelor. " I t ' s yon 

who flatter us, when you think it necessary to plaster, 
over your defects and put additions on your figures 
and rouge on your cheeks and frills on your manners. 
As a matter of fac t ," he added decisively, " a man's 
ideal is a natural woman with a natural complexion 

and natural hair and natural ways and natural self-
respect. ' ' 

The widow sighed and took up her embroidery hoop 
again. 

" I used to think so, too ," she said sadly.* 
The bachelor lifted his eyebrows inquiringly. . 
"Before I discovered," she explained, " that it 

was just as often a woman with butter-colored hair 
and a tailor-made figure and a 'past1 and a manu
factured 'bloom, of health.' The truth i s , " she con
cluded, stabbing her needle very carefully into the 
center of an unhealthy looking green silk rose, " tha t 
no two men admire the same woman, and no one man 
admires the same thing in two women. Now, there's 
Miss Gunning, who wears a sweater and says 'damn' 
and is perfectly natural and self-respecting and " 

'' No man gets ecstatic over a bad imitation of him
self," expostulated the bachelor. 

"Then w h y , " said the widow, laying down her 
needle and fixing the bachelor with a glittering eye, 

'do yon spend so much time on the golf links, and ' t h e bachelor. 

Sitters alone and pick up things for herself mad baa* 
e her own horse and beat me at golf and tennis, 

takes away that gratifying sense of protection—-—" 
"And superiority," interposed the widow softly. 
"That a man likes to feel toward a woman." eon-

eluded the bachelor, ignoring her. "Muscle and biceps 
and a 82-inch waist ," he added, "are 'refreshing,' 
but in time they get on your nerves. I t may not be 
immoral for a dear little thing to say 'damn,' but i t 
affects a man just as it would to hear a canary bird 
squawking like a parrot. "When a chap is going for a 
walk cross country ho may pick out the girl with the 
stride and the strong back, who can leap a fence and 
help herself over puddles, to accompany him, bnt 
when he is ready for a walk to the altar he naturally 
prefers somebody who understands the art of leaning 
gently on'the masculine arm and who hasn't any rough 
edges or——" 

"Sharp points of v i e w , " suggested the widow. 
Or opinions on the equality of the sexes ," added 

out driving and hunting and walking with herf" 
"Because ," explained the bachelor meekly, " s h e 

sometimes hits the ball, and she can sit in her saddle 
without being tied there, and she doesn't grab tho 
reins nor call a ' h o o f a 'paw.' But ," he added fer
vently, " I ' d take my hat and run if she asked me to 
spend my life with her." 

"Oh, wel l ," the widow tossed her head independ
ently. "She won't. Miss Gunning can take care of 
herself." 

"That ' s just i t , " pursued the bachelor. "The very 
fact that she can take care of herself and get across 

SOME NOVEL ENTERTAINMENTS 
By MADAME MERRI. 

Copyright, 1906. , 
A Thanksgiving Day Reception. 

H OW to entertain a club of ladies on the after
noon of Nov. 29 is anWered by the following 
suggestions: For the table centerpiece get 

a perfectly formed pumpkin, hollow it out and line it 
with oiled paper; fill it with fruit, grapes, bananas, 
rosy-cheeked apples and golden oranges. Iz a basket 
in the shape of a horn of plenty oan be purchased at 
the florist's, suspend it over the table by ribbons or 
tulle filled with chrysanthemums, which are the flow
ers for November; Louise Alcott mentions them in 
"Lit t le M e n " as being used on the Thanksgiving 
Day table. 

It would be a very pretty idea to ask the ladies 
to powder their hair and to wear darsT gowns with 
white 'kerchiefs; in fact, to wear anything suggestive 
of colonial days. Make boxes to hold salted nuts out 
of yellow tissue paper chrysanthemums and have the 
candle shades carry out the same idea. This menu 
may be written on little pumpkin-shaped books, with 
the name of the guest, the day and date. A small 
prize might be awarded the person guessing the most 
courses on the menu before they appear on the table. 

"Here's a fowl without eather "—Oysters or clams.) 
' Tell me where Is fancy ored?"—(Bread or rolls.) 
"He must have a long spoon '•—(Soup.) 
"Trifles light as air "—(Wafers.) 
"Can you eat roots?"—(Celery ) 
"Tho Ottoman empire."—(Turkey.) 
"A groundling "—(Potatoes ) 
"Good words, good cabbage."—(Caubage salad) 
" 'Tls time I were choked on a piece of toasted 

•heese "—(Cheeder st.) 
"As cold as If I had swallowed snowballs."—(Io«-

eream ) 
"Sweets to the sweet."—(Cakes and bonbons.) 
"Grapes were made to eat "—(Grapes.) 
"The cup that cheers "—(Tea ) 
Ask some member of the club to prepare a twenty-

minute paper on Thanksgiving Day in New England 
a hundred years ago. Let this be followed by a dis
cussion of the best method of keeping Thanksgiving, 
which is our one distinctly national holiday. 

scorecards may be cujfc out of cardboard in the shape 
of diamonds, hearts, clubs and spades; the markers 
may be of these same figures, out out of thin col
ored paper and gummed a few days before they are 
need, so they will be dry. Serve hot bouillon in cups, 
oyster patties, sweetbread salad, orange sherbet, small 
cakes, coffee, nuts, bonbons. If ice cream is pre
ferred use the brick, cut in thin slices, ornament with 
tiny hearts, diamonds, clubs and spades out from cit
ron and candied cherries. 

Five O'Olock Teas. 
Will Mme. Merri please give four courses for a S 

o'clock tea; also the proper method of serving the 
same? and greatly oblige -—An Interested Header. 

A " 6 o'clock t e a " is the very simplest of enter
tainments, and courses are never served. The hour is 
too near dinnertime to permit of anything heavy in 
the way of eatables. Dainty sandwiches, wafers, nuts, 
bonbons, candies, ginger and fruit glaces are all 
adjuncts of the afternoon tea table. Generally the 
choice of two beverages is given, tea, with its various 
accompaniments of lemon, arrak, rum and fruit 
juices; coffee or chocolate, the latter always with 
whipped cream. Sometimes a frappe or sherbet is 
served, or an iced drink if the weather is very warm. 
In winter it has been rather popular to have a eup 
of piping hot bouillon to warm those coming in from 
the frqsty air. The refreshments are to promote so
ciability and not cloy the appetite so that the next 
meal will not be an impossibility. Up to date we 
have not achieved the capacity of our English cous
ins, who consume many and heavy meals at short 
intervals. It is usual for an intimate friend or two 
to preside at the tea of coffee urn and assist the host
ess in receiving those who call. A visiting card with 
" a t home" from 3 to 5 is the medium for letting 
one's friends know that yon will be glad to see them 
informally. 

An Afternoon Tea for a Bride-Elect. 
The hostess asked her guests, who were all inti

mate friends of the bride-to-be, to each bring an 
article used in the kitchen. When all arrived they 
were served with a cup of tea, wafers were passed 
in a new skillet, ornamented with a huge bow of 
white satin ribbon. Popcorn as passed in a large brass 
kettle, dipped out with a poached egg lifter, bonbons 
were passed on tin pieplates and fruit was eaten with 
kitchen paring knives. At intervals the maid ap
peared with all sorts of odd shaped packages, which 
were delivered to the guest of honor. After this, the 
hostess distributed cards decorated with pictures of 
kitchen utensils and the words "Kitchen quiz" on 
them. Inside the folds were these questionsi 

What a good workman has and to rent?—Skill-let. 
A poet and a dog?—Poe-cur. 
A vegetable and a conceited dude?—Potato-masher. 
A number of mountains'—Range 
Member of a baseball nine?—Pitcher. 
What men sometimes do with their money?—Sink (It). 
The appearance of being ill?—Pail (pale). 
What curious people try to do?—Pump. 
Impudence and a receptacle for pie?—Sauoe-pan. 
A football ground?—Gridiron 
A letter and what you are in'—B-room. 
The branching of a river?—Fork. 
An affectionate couple?—Spoons 
What the guest of honor is about to beoome, and 

What every well-regulated household needs?—Cook. 

A Unique Card Party. 
Any game of cards may be played that the hostess 

prefers or that is popular in the town. Bequest the 
guests to dress in costumes representing either the 
face or suit cards. For instance, have two five of 
diamonds, one a lady and one a man, so that when all 
have arrived partners may be chosen for the first 
game. The prizes may be a handsome deck of cards 
in a caBe, a book on card games, ferns growing in a 
pretty jar, a bit of brass, or a piece of pottery. The 

" B i g " Baby Parties. 
Kindly tell me in your department how to send 

invitations for a grown people's " b a b y " party; how 
shall I word them, what games shall we play, and 
what for refreshments' and favors? Also should the 
hostess be dressed as a "babyf " —A. B. O. 

Use the invitation paper that stationers have for 
children's parties; write the first names of the guests, 
and at the bottom of the page say: "Please oome 
dressed like a child not over 10 years of age ." For 
a party of this description do not ask over fifteen or 
twenty guests; they should all be well acquainted 
and thoroly congenial, so that there will be no for
mality. The hostess at a recent party was dressed 
exacty like a three-months-old baby, with a dainty 
bonnet, long dress, little flannel shoulder shawl, 
leather moccasins and a rattle in her hands. She also 
had one of those abominations known as a "com
forter" on a pink ribbon tied to her wrist. On one 
finger she wore a ring tied on. Play the games chil
dren love, sing kindergarten songs, borrow a lot of 
dolls and all sorts of toys, marbles, Jackstones, tops, 
etc. In fact, go back into the shadowy realms and 
renew your youth; i t will do every one of you untold 
good. 

Have low tables and kindergarten chairs for serv
ing the refreshments, sandwiches, animal crackers, 
milk, cocoa, ice cream, stick candy, etc., not forgetting 
snapping cracker caps. For favors you have only to 
go to the toy department, and the only trouble you 
will have is what not to buy. In Japanese goods you 
will find many inexpensive things, paper balls, caps, 
masks, fans, puzzles, etc. 

Questions on any subject pertaining to this depart
ment will cheerfully be answered. A reply will be 
sent by mail if stamped and addressed envelope is 
enclosed; otherwise answers will appear in this col
umn. Address Mme. Merri, The Minneapolis Journal. 

CANDLES AT SMART DINNERS 

The latest thing in English society is the exclusive 
use of candles at smart dinner parties. Women now 
realize, says a London paper, that candle light is most 
becoming to the complexion. 

The old drawback that candle light was depressing 
has now been removed. Four candles on a dinner table 
was not a cheering system of illumination, but the 
new scheme provides a light for each guest. 

In consequence of this boom in candles, novelties 
in shades are being displayed in the fancy shops. 

"Ladies are learning to make their candle shades 
at home," a teacher of art needlework says. 

"This is really necessary, as fashion has decreed 
that as many as twenty candlesticks may deck a long 
dinner table, while others are arranged on the side
board and mantelpiece. 

"The color scheme of the shades must all agree, 
and must tone with the table center and flowers. 

"One of the prettiest of the designs is named the 
'blossom' shade, and Is composed of velvet ana silken 
petals to represent the hostess' favorite flower. 

"Another pattern is more elaborate. It is fash
ioned of white satin embroidered in silver thread. This 
shade, which adorns the candle opposite each lady 
guest, bears a small circular lookingglass in front. 

" 'Candle shade' games for a dinner party will 
quite replace 'book teas' or fancy dress dinners. 

"One novelty is called the ' eye ' game. Each shade 
bears the eye of a distinguished man or woman paint
ed on mica, which lights up as if it were alive. The 
guests are provided with cards and pencils attached, 

and at dessert the shades are passed around, and the 
one who guesses the largest number correctly is 
awarded a prize." 

LAUNDRY SCIENCE: BLEACHING 

Whether bleaching powder is to be used as a 
bleaching agent or for disinfectant purposes, it is bet
ter to dissolve it in water and thus remove the insolu
ble lime; when in conjunction with the lime its 
strength is so great that immediately it touches any 
fabric it burns, and eventually holes appear. 

For ordinary laundry purposes, half a pound of 
chloride of lime should be dissolved in half a gallon of 
water, carefully strained, bottled and kept for use. 

This solution, before being used for bleaching pur
poses, must be diluted in six times its bulk of water. 
It ought to be kept in a dark place; if exposed to sun
light, the dissolved bleaching powder decomposes. 

The use of this solution should be confined chiefly 
to the removal of certain stains, as the bleaching ac
tion is so strong; and as it is destructive to fabric it 
is not advisable to use it for bleaching clothes untess 
in extreme cases. 

When removing stains, the stained part only should 
be put into the liquid and carefully watched, and im
mediately the stain disappears the fabric must be re
moved and put into cold water to check the action of 
the chemical, and prevent burning of the material. 

Bleaching liquid may be used successfully for tea, 
Coffee, tpgii, wine and mildew stains, and also for most 
dyes. , ,„ 

'Or on politics." 
"Or the higher l i f e . " 
"Or on anything but the latest way to earl her 

hair and make over a hat, "finished the widow. " I s n ' t 
it funny," she added, twisting a French knot into the 
center of the sickly green rose, "how many men ideal* 
ize a foo l?" 

The bachelor started. 
" I — I beg your pardon," he Stammered. 
"Al l a woman has got to know in order to wear a 

halo," went on the widow, calmly fastening the Freneh 
knot with a jerk of her needle, " i s how tfl keep i t on 
straight. All a man demands of her is the negative 
virtues and the knowledge of how not to do things; 
how not to think, how not to argue, how not to nag, 
how not to theorize, how not to be athletic, how not 
to spend money, how not to take ears of herself, hew 
not " 

"You've got your Ideas Into a Freneh k n o t t " 
broke in the bachelor desperately. "Ton're all tan
gled up in the thread of your argument. It isn't how 
not to do things but how to do them that is important 
to a woman. It isn't what she does but how she does 
it that matters. She may commit a highway murder 
or lowdown burglary; and if she does i t in a ruffled 
skirt and a' picture hat any man will forgive her. 
Her morals may be as crooked and dark as a lane at 
midnight; but if her manners are smooth and gentle 
and guileless and tender she can deceive the cleverest 
man alive into believing her a nun. I t Isn't what sho 
says but how she says Ft that counts. There are some 
women who could read your death warrant or repeat 
the multiplication table in such a confiding voice and 
with such a tender glance that yon would want to 
take them in your arms and thank them for it. It 
isn't what a woman wears but how she wears i t ; i t ' s 
not her beauty nor her talents feor her. frocks that 
make her fascinating, but her ways, the little earmarks 

beautiful halo. The trouble," he added, flicking the 
end of his eigar thoughtfully, " i s not with man's 
Ideal but with woman's deal. She holds all the cards, 
but she plays them badly. When a two-spot of flat
tery would win her point, she deals a chap the queen 
of arguments) when the five of smiles would take a 
trick for her, she plays the deuce of a pout. When 
the aee of sympathy or the ten ot tact would put 
the whole game of love Into her hands, she thinks it is 
time to be funny and flings a man the joker." 

The widow laid her work on the table beside her, 
folded her hands in her lap and smiled at the bachelor 
sweetly. 

"That ' s just what X sa id ," she remarked gently. 
"What you s a i d ! " 
The widow nodded and rubbed her note rendnis-

cently with the end of her handkerchief. 
" Y e s , " she replied, " i t isn't putting powder on 

your nose or rouge on your cheeks or perfume on your 
petticoats or a broad ' A ' on yonr aocent that shocks 
a man, but putting them on inartistieally. I t isn't the 
things you do bnt the things yon overdo that offend 
masculine taste. I t ' s the 'overdone' woman that a 
man hatea-^the woman who is overdressed or overly 
made up, or overly cordial, or overly flattering, or 
overly clever, or overly good, or overly anything. He 
doesn't want to see how the wheels go around at the 
toilet table or in a woman's head or her heart; and 
i t ' s the subtle, illusive little thing that he doesn't 
notiee until he steps on her and finds her looking up 
adoringly at him under his nose that he idealizes." 

'And marries," added the bachelor conclusively. 

goes off to amuse himself with the obvious person with, 
peroxide hair and a straight-front figure. I don't 
know," she added tentatively, " that i t ' s much fun 
being an ideal woman." 

"Who said you w e r e ! " demanded the bachelor sud
denly. ^ 

The widow started and turned pink to her chin. 
"Oh—nobody—that is, several—people, Mr. Tra-

vers ." 4 
" H a d you refused t h e m t " asked the bacheloib 

thoughtfully. 
The widow blushed a deeper pink and bent over t 

her pale green rose so low that the bachelor could 
not see her eyea. . ; 

"Why~-that is—I d o n t see what that has to do 
with I t . " 

" I t has everything to do with i t , " replied the " 
bachelor positively. "V 

'And yon h a v e n t told me y e t , " continued the' 
widow, suddenly changing the subject, "whom yon 
eonsider the ideal woman." 

"Don't yon knowf" asked the bachelor insinnat* , 
«••*& ft; 

The widow shook her head without lifting her eyes. " 
"WelL then, she Is—bnt so many of them have 

told y o n . " „ % 

"You haven't ," persisted the widow. » 
The bachelor sighed and rose to go. 

"The Ideal woman," he said, as he slipped on hie 

OBS, "is—the woman yon can't get. Is that the ' 
ght playing on your pompadour t " he added, look- *> 

ing down upon the widow thru half-closed eyes. " D o 
" A n d then forgets ," sighed the widow, "while he / yon know—for a moment—I thought i t was a halo ." 
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EARLY MARRIAGES INFREQUENT 
By MARGARET E. SANGSTER. 

Copyright, 1600, by Jotepli B. Bowles. 

IP SOMEBODY who lived on this planet 100 years 
ago could return and walk, an unsuspected ob
server, thru our modern cities, one ox the first 

notes he would make in his tablet would be to the 
effect that people no longer married in their early 
twenties. I n his day he would remember, with a 
puzzled shake of spectral head, that the wedding bells 
rang for girls of 16 and boys of 10 respectively, and 
that such marriages were common and a matter of 
course. 

Except In primitive communities, apart from the 
beaten tracks of civilization, girls and boys do not 
now marry and take on themselves the responsibilities 
of bringing up large families. Marriage is more and 
more postponed until women have gone beyond 25, and 
men 83 and 84 years of age. What is the occasion of 
the change? 

The ghost could not grapple with the problem. He 
would have nothing in his experience of human life 
i.~ 1 . 1 . »J. Trrlxi. _ .«•_/ a-ne J. TIT-

be brown or yellow or pale green; she may be old or 
young, big or little, stupid or clever, and still wear a 

W O M E N A S A R U L E 

C A R E L E S S O F W A T C H E S 
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Lucretia Borgia or a Bloody Mary at heart, she may p r u d e n t l o v e r ^ t o r e s t r a l n t n ( J a r d e n t o n e > a n d w a 

quite sympathize with parents who are aghast at the 
very thought that their sons and daughters in some 
hour of impulse, may marry at the age they thought 
entirely proper in their own ease. 

Life in the great cities is extremely easy for the 
bachelor whether he be a man of large means or of 
comparatively limited income. When bachelor apart
ment houses became the fashion, they took the place 
with many men that was onoe filled by the home ideal. 
A man used to fancy that he needed a wife to look 
after his domestic comfort, to sit at his dinner table, 
to pour his tea, to mend his stockings and to help him 
entertain his friends. These were a few of the 
prosiac details included in his theory of married life. 
As things are now managed, a single man may live 
inexpensively and very comfortably in rooms for 
which he pays a weekly or monthly rental. His 
meals are obtained'at a restaurant in the building or 
in the neighborhood, he is free to go and'come without 
encumbrance. 

His visiting list may be long or short. He may 
spend much money or little j live simply or luxuriously, 
as he may choose. His independence is absolute and 
at an instant's notioe he may give his landlord warning. 
Store his furniture or resign the key of his furnished 
room and go to the end of the earth. He is a wel
come guest in the homes of married friends, and If he 
be gallant and debonaire he is a favorite in society 

*JMtf -J1 uV-tfjUiS*«;»-J Jt? in 

As a general thing women are careless of their 
watches. At least that is the opinion of some of the 
leading watchmakers. 

" A s a rule," explained one, " the watch is tho most 
abused article in the -world. Women in particular are 
almost criminally careless in their treatment of a time
piece. Generally speaking, a man wears his watch all 
the time. A woman, on theMbther hand, wears her watch 
one day and keeps it in a top bureau drawer for the 
next two or three days, where it has every chance to 
get filled with dust. In the meantime she forgets to 
wind it up. Ask most women and they will confess 
that they never think to wind their watch until it i s 
run down. 

" A s for taking a watch once a year to be cleaned 
and oiled, probably not one man even in a hundred 
dreams of doing such a thing, and never a woman. The 
usual mode of procedure is to wait until the watch be
gins to stop unexpectedly or to lose time. 

" A good watch needs only one drop of oil a year 
to keep it in first-rate condition, but that one drop i t 
must have and seldom or never gets. 

"The small wheel of a watch in one year covers as 
much space in its revolutions as would bridge the dis
tance from New York to London, and all i t asks and 
doesn't often get in return is a drop of oil and a dust
ing out once in twelve months. 

"Take it all in all, women care a good deal more 
about the outside looks of their watch than about 
whether it gains or loses minutes or hours a day. 

"One of our customers, for instance, was looking 
at necklaces the other day when her friend said hur
riedly. ' I believe I must go.' 

" 'Oh, no,' said the other, turning around her 
chatelaine watch. 'It'B only 4. ' 

" 'Why, it says half past 4,' the other remarked. 
" 'Yes, I know it does, but i t 's half an hour fasf.' 
"When it comes to a question of the case, tho, our 

women customers are much more fastidious than most 
men, and for this reason the elaboration of the watch 
case becomes more marked every year. Hosts of New 
York women now wear chatelaine watches costing 
anywhere from $200 to $2,500. In most of these the 
pin may be separated from the watch and worn as a 
breastpin, but this is not often done. 

"To get down to the plainer styles, however, the 
enameled chatelaine watch is practically out of style, 
its place taken by the gold chatelaine watch, engraved 
with a monogram or showing a gold dial open face. 

"The very fashionable woman when selecting an 
ordinary watch for use rather than ornament chooses 
a gold open face watch, jewel size, which means a little 
more than one inch in diameter, and this she wears 
tucked in her belt. Attached to the watch is a ribbon 
chain about one-third of an inch wide, decorated at 
intervals of four, five or six inches with a jeweled 
clasp. These clasps are of imitation jewels as well as 
of real stones, and the chains are far more stylish than 
the beaded affairs so long in vogue. As between the 
plainer chatelaine watches and the belt watches of 
gold or silver, the latter are by far the smarter just 
now. 

"When it Comes to elaborate chatelaine watches, 
that is another story. These are more fashionable, if 
possible, than ever, and they represent scores of de
signs showing precious stones in all sorts of groupings. 
Three designs lead all the rest, and here they are. ' 

The dealer took from a drawer three watches and 
spread them out on a piece of velvet. The first was 
covered entirely with diamonds—small diamonds set 
so close together that not a glimmer of metal showed 
between. 4 The pin of the watch, in a flower and leaf 
design, was also solidly of diamonds. Watch and 
pin were $2,000, which, the dealer explained, was really 
cheap for the thing. 

The second design was paved with pearls, meaning 
that small pearls were split and applied to the gold, not 
quite touching, giving a checkered effect, the same idea 
being carried out on the chatelaine pin, which repre
sented a winged bird. The price was $2,500, some de
signs of still Bmaller pearls costing only half so much. 
Larger whole pearls set on in a circular row near the 
edge of the watch, Or studding it, are always a favor
ite decoration for chatelaine watches, i t was explained, 
but their cost puts them beyond the reach of any but 
the wealthy. 

The third design was a single large opal nearly one 
inch in diameter surrounded with a border of seed 
pearls. The shading o f jhe opal was. magnificent. The I 

, t j % fiin of this watch was of fine pearls only ," 

for convenience, or that they may change their names t* 
from Miss Priscilla Jones to Mrs. Benjamin Bobbins, ' 1 
or that they may attain brevet rank in the community •%? 
by being married. Women are largely self-supporting. "l̂ w 
It is today almost an unheard of thing that a man m 
shall remain single to support his unmarried sisters. *•# 
Before the civil war, an epoch which materially ~j£ 
changed other social conditions in this country, for all if 
time, i t was a frequent occurrence that a man quietly % 
and unselfishly gave np his own preference for mar- ̂ g. 
riage that he might toil for the maintenance of his ^ 
listers. y;; 

Th© wardoud that broke in terrific storm over the *f 
states In 1861, swept away from north and south into * \ 
lowly graves, a vast host of breadwinners. It spared "^ 
and sent home to their womenkind another host of jp 
Invalids and cripples. Women undertook as they had ' T 
not done before, tasks of wage earning beyond their / 
doors. All great wars in modern times, in every j f 
country under the sun, are followed by this result, i t 
Women are forced into the open and learn to take care * ""$ 
of themselves and of those who depend upon them. ' I 

A girl who pays her own way, who buys her own | 
clothing and has her own bank account seldom marries - M 
In the first flush of girlhood. She grows fastidious, - J 
too, sets a high value on herself, i s unwilling to marry **3 
unless she meets her ideal lover, and then she counts "f 
the cost. Is he likely to be able to give her all the ~* 
eomforts she now possesses, or with their combined'Si 
efforts can they establish the sort of home that she ' |? 
craves! The questions are seriously considered in her^„^ 
own mind* j 

+ * + • * «4 
College training for both sexes has become general* I 

and it likewise defers marriage until a late period. ^ 
A student enters college between 18 and 20 and spends " 
four years in its comparative seclusion. If a profes-^.f 
sion is to follow that means from three to five addi-C* 
tional years absorbed in getting ready for life. T h e £ ^ 
young doctor, the young lawyer, the young journalist' T| 
cannot leap Into success at a bonndj several more?-** 
years are occupied in the endeavor to gain clients ©tff"i 
practice or to find a Job that is both agreeable a n d v 

remunerative. ^Q 
At least half the girl graduates of our collegest ^ 

undertake advanced studies after they receive their^lf 
diplomas, or prepare for a profession or engage in$?Hi 
business. At a glance It Is evident that they cannotf | f e 
marry until they have reached a certain maturityi\J|l 
At present, the girl who marries at 80 is much oftenersr '•F 
met than she who la a bride at 20, and the man whoi f 

»ad, on the whole, has a very good time. marries at 40 Is not now exceptional or looked upoul < 
The shadows of a lonely future do not project as In the least an old fellow who is out of date. The ] "^ 

themselves across the path of the man under 40. He man of 40 may perhaps have a bride fifteen years his I 
junior. The man who marries at 25 is quite likelyi 
to choose as a mate a girl some years older than hin*£ 
self. Here enters the intangible law of averages. r-% 

Whether or not the present custom is one for eon*^ 
gratulatlon or regret, i t is a little difficult to deterl* 
mine. Of one thing we may be sure and that is that-1, 
the old, sweet and exquisite ideal of the simple homeV ,-
suffers from the undue discretion and excessive oaution 
of twentieth century young people. A home to 
be beautiful need not be extravagant. Childless,1 

couples are less exceptional than of old. People whoi 
marry late have small famUlee, and they have, tho" 
sometimes they do not dream it, lost much of the 
happiness that might have been theirs had they been: 
content to settle down early, and enjoy the trrals and * * 
triumphs of the day of small things; 

declares that he cannot afford to marry, and very 
possibly the faot that the cost of living is constantly 
on the increase has much to do with his oontented and 
somewhat selfish bachelor state. There are people 
who for a small remuneration win keep his clothing 
in order, and his linen immaculate. Bos dinners are 
apt to be good, and he may know, if he like, to a 
fraction, the amount he must spend annually to main
tain his position, and the amount he may save for a 
rainy day. 

• • • 
With women the reasons for the postponement of 

marriage are more complex. The love of heme, the 
love of children and the need to be dear and precious 
to someone out of the whole world, are interwoven in 
feminine character. Yet Women do not often marry 

; 

J- »« 

^ • • • • • • • ^ 

BETTY BLAIR'S ANSWERS 
The Staid of Honor. 

I S TT necessary to invite the bridegrom'te ksterntb 
be maid of honor at a weddingf I notioe in the 
society column that It is often done and I won

dered if it was the proper way. I do not care very 
much for the sister of the man I am going to marry 
and would not ask her to be in the bridal party unless 
I knew that it was the right way to do. If you will 
tell me I will be much obliged. —Bride. 

I t is a little courteous attention on the part of tho 
bride to ask the bridegroom's sister to be one of her 
attendants at the wedding, but it is not obligatory. A 
bride is supposed to choose her nearest and dearest 
friends and relatives to attend her to the altar, and 
the bridegroom does the same. He asks the bride's 
brothers, as a compliment' to her, and for the same 
reason she recognizes his sisters, even i f she does not 
know them very well. 

• ~ « » * 

Presents from a Man. 
Is it quite proper for a girl to accept presents from 

a man if she likes him, but is not engaged to him? I 
know she can take handsome gifts if she is engaged, 
but I am not engaged to my friend and am not sure 
that. I ever will be, but he want% to give me things, 
and he can afford it. —K. T. 

It is not in good taste to__accept expensive pres
ents from a man friend. You may receive candy, flow
ers or books, but anything more personal should not 
be accepted. 

About the Soldiers. 
During the Ot. A. B. parade were the uniformed sol

diers who guarded the sides of the street soldiers of 
the national guard or from Fort Snellingf Oan any
one go thru the armory, or must you know some one 
there? Can you go thru all the buildings at Fort 
Snelling? What is the average age of the men of 
the national guard and of the Fort Snelling men? 
What uniforms do they wear? '—Curious. _ 
y- The uniformed men guarding the sides of the street 

^during the 0 . A. B. parade were from the national 
^ftuard. There is a custodian at the armory who would 

doubtless let yon go thru the building. Visitors can / « 
not go thru all of the buildings at Fort Snelling, and 
a permit from the commandant is necessary. I have 
no statistics which tell the average age of either the*, I 
national guard or the United States army, but a young|> f 
man cannot enlist in either until ho is 18. The nation* * 
al guardsman wears the uniform of the national guard *-
and a soldier at Fort Snelling of the United States ^ 
army. 

At the Theater. 
Is it necessary for a man to hire a carriage to take* 

a young lady to the theater? Should he send her flow
ers? If he should, it makes a very expensive evening^SI 
but I would like to know what a girl has the right to&'f 
expect of a man when he gives her suoh an i n v i t a - ^ 
tion. —Jack. 

It is not at all necessary for a man to send a girl 
flowers, indeed, they are usually very much in the way •% 
at the theater, and a carriage is unnecessary also. As * 
you say, it does make " a very expensive evening" ifv-4 
a man buys theater tickets, pays for a carriage ard~.Jf 
flowers, and a sensible girl will not expect him to do^lf 
so, unless he has more money than the average. i*|§ 

To Restore Color. r i ' 
Can you give me the proportion of oil paints and*"^ 

benzine to use for dipping goods to make or restore -, 
color, and tell me how much should be used? Should f 
the goods be dry when they are dipped? —Beth. * U 

I am Sorry that I cannot help you, as I have n e v e r ^ 
heard of using oil paints and benzine to restore t h o ' ^ 
color of a fabric. If any of my readers know about <4 

the proportions, I will be glad to print them. £? 
• _ ^ v 

Varnish from Silk. ?~ ̂ i ^ 
Will you please tell me what will remove varnish* gj 

from silk? I was so unfortunate as, to get varnish oaf *| 
my silk coat. —Nancy Ii. " ^ 

Try gasolene and if that will not do, use eqUal^J 
parts of ammonia and turpentine. To use the gasolene? J 
saturate the spot and then rub with a piece 6f flanneirf| 
The same method may be followed with the turpentine! ^ 

t 


