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Inadequate Transportation.

The railroads have been the great
developers of the country. Rail trans-
portation has given the American peo-
ple possession of thousands of null?a
of productive area which, without their
aid, would have been practically un-
oceupied to this day. The railroad has
been the pioneer. It has gone ahead
of settlement and development and has
exhibited great faith in the future
of the country which it has penetrated
as the leader of civilization and com-
merce. No other business interest has
manifested a more inspiring confidence
in the growth of industry and popula-
tions.

Such has been the history of things
for half a century, from the time when
the frontier was reached on the banks
of the Mississippi till that retreating
line was forced back to the Pacific
ocean,

And yet nmow, at the very hour of
the eountry’s greatest prosperity, when
the evidences of commercial stability
and strength are strongest, and when
the development of our resources and
the volume of business rises to un-
precedented heights, the railroz‘ld in-
terest alone of all the great indus-
tries of the country seems fo falter
and lose its confidence. Hesitant and
doubting, the permanency of the pros-
perity which has spread itself all over
the countrv, the railroads fail to pro-
vide for the greatly inereased demand
upon their facilities, and, with their
inadequate equipment, stagger like
overloaded beasts of burden under a
volume of traffic which they are un-
able to bear. They have failed accu-
rately to foreecast the future and to
provide themselves with the cars and
the motive power which are needed to
render the reasonable service which
they are under obligations to give as
publie servants.

That is one explanation of the pres-
ent deplorably insufficient transporta-
tion service of which the publie justly
complains, Other excuses and explana-
tions are given. The policy of mak-
ing every car earn money for every
mile over which it turns a wheel—no
empties hauled—is one explanation. Di-
version of earnings into swollen divi-
dends at the expense of equipment, for
stock-jobbing purposes, is another ex-
planation; and others are offered that
are even less acceptable, more or less
local in their application.

In the absence of agreement among
railroad men themselves as to the rea-
son, the first one seems to be gener-
ally regarded as perhaps the most prob-
able and least caleulated to provoke
hostile eriticism, It means that the
railroads have fallen down. They fig-
ured each year that the next would be
the last without a break in the pros-
perity of the country, and they refused
to keep their equipment up to the in-
creasing demands of the country.

The railroads are public servants.
They are failing to render a fair and
reasonable service. The government is
going to find out why. That is the
new phase of the car-shortage problem,
and it opens a new field of activity for
the power of the state, which has un-
dertaken to control the railroads. This
inguiry will be undertaken in no spirit
of hostility or reprisal, but for the
sole purpose of ascertaining what the
public has a perfeet right to know and
to have remedied as far as practicable
and as soon as possible.

This is an important move on the
part of the government, but our Wash-
ington dispatches today say that it is
sure to come. Whether the interstate
commerce commission possesses any
power to compel the railroads to meet
the demands of the business world may
be doubted, but if it will develop the
faets, publiec sentiment will do the rest
—it will either excuse ‘and palliate or

it will eondemn and make such a de-
mand upon the roads for fair and rea-
sonable service that they will presently
acquire a larger faith in the perma-
neney of our prosperity and make haste
to cateh up with the procession.

Insurance Commissioner O’Brien's de-
clsion to accept reappointment will be
well received by the state which has
grown to look upon Mr. O'Brien as a
superior man in the insurance depart-
ment. Governor Johnson must be given
é&‘édlt for having advanced this ‘branch

:jéf_ the state government beyond any
reputation it had before his advent. .He

bis bean active in straightening up some

and Bee-

j mant, but it struggles under the handi-

lation for the country on insurance mat-
ters. An executive should have oredit
for the good work done by his appointees
and Governor Johnson Is entitled to
point to the insurance office as a depart-
ment In which his administration has
won distinet credit.

The Creative Spirit of Today.

Several of Americals best-known lit-
¢rary men have contributed to a sym-
posium in the Outlook, answering the
editor’s question, ‘‘The Creative Spirit
in Literature, Is It Dead or Dormantf’’
The note of optimism is strong in all
their replies. None will admit that lit-
erary genius is dead, and they are loth
to admit that it is sleeping,  H. W.
Boynton declares that ‘‘the world in
general is very well satisfied with the
literary fare that is set before it by
writing persons,”’ and he ventures to
suggest that it is not the reading pub-
lie, but the writing person himself, who
‘‘raises the hue and cry about the
decadence of genius and inspiration
and ‘the creative spirit.”’ '

This may be granted. But the self-
deprecating air of the ‘‘writing per-
8oL’ tho he may be too self-conscious;
is a pretty reliable index of the fact
th.,* the master touch of genius is sel-
dem to be found in all of our vast an-
nual disgorgement of literature. Writ-
ing men realize that the spirit of com-
petition, of commercialism, has per-
vaded the fleld of letters as it has
everything else in modern life, The
great in contemporary letters, as well
ag the near-great, are spurred to prolix
efforts by the lure of the royalty, Be
the aim ever so: high, the concrete
thoughts of lucre ever so smothered,
the impulse in the air makes them write,
write, write. The public is omnivorous,
insatiate. It is epicurean in its de- |
sires. It clamorg for the brain products
of the best, and wants them hot from
the bakery.

The man who has once made a name
that is a drawing card cannot write
enough to satisfy the clamor of those
who make books and magazines, It is
impossible to shut out the siren voices,
to think, to dream, to work for the
pure, caressing love of the written
thing. The writing man beats from
the forge of his brain a new idea. Be-
fore it is pounded into shape it is sold
for delivery on a future day, just like
the wheat ripening under the summer
sun. Nature matures the wheat at
leisure, but man forces his idea to
maturity under the stress of the times.
His claimsg to fame were won by prod-
ucts of much thought, slowly wrought.
They were immature, probably, but
promising. The promise brought recog-
nition, and now to meet the demand he
writes more, but thinks lesd.

““Art is long,”’ but not so with the
bulk of modern literature. For that
reason it fails to be sincere and con-
vincing. It fails to have the compell-
ing grip of the old master hands. Clever
it is, and entertaining., Often it has
splendid artistic finish, but even the
things most perfect in form carry their
mark of being written for the day.

In the great army of writing men,
and women are persons of genius, some
of them earning the reward in their
own day, an experience seldom vouch-
safed in former generations. Others,
no doubt of greater power and per-
manence, are practically undiscovered
in the great swirl of falling leaves,
printed leaves, The creative spirit ex-
ists. It can hardly be said to be dor-

cap of too much prosperity.

As Dr. Hale aptly says in the Out-
look symposium, the creative spirit in
this generation is better displayed in
other forms of life. ‘‘The sixty years
which have created the modern photo-
graph, the modern telescope, the frie-
tien match, the modern railway, the
telegraph and telephone, the electrie
iight, and a few hundred more of such
netessities of modern life, may well be
sure of the creative power of man.’’
It bas gone out as mnever before into
the realms of material things. In lit-
erature, we may be sure, its brighter
day is to come,

By the merest chance while pursuing
her admirable habit of reading the pa-
pers, Mrs, Henry Hyde of Patchogue, L.
L, learned that her maternal uncle, John
Russell, had died, leaving $100,000 and no
heirs, Mrs. Hyde immediately supplied
the deficlency in heirs and now Henry
has thrown up his job in the grocery
store and is learning to conquer a four-
ton car. It pays to have your wife read
the papers—sometimes, )

Reticence Botanically Induced.

Science is continually bestowing new
blessings on her children, The latest is
what has been called ‘‘the mother-in-
law plant,’’ botanically known as def-
fenbachia. Its peculiar property is that
its julee so paralyzes the tongue of
him who bites the stalk that he must
be mute for seven days. The possibili-
ties of this discovery are tremendous.
Setting aside as flippant the suggestion
that mothers-in-law may be thus
silenced unawares, we may consider
what ineffable peace would fall upon
the land for a whole week were the
peerless Willyum Jennings Bryan in-
duced to masticate the deffenbachia in
a moment of inadvertence. Or suppose
that a cigar with a deffenbachian wrap-
per were handed to Senator Tillman
at the precise moment when he was
about to set off some oratorical fulmi-
nate of mereury, Might he not think
better of his negrophobie tirade after
a week of thoughtful muteness? And
then there would be Forensic Foraker
—what joy would reign in the senate if
he should hap to borrow a chew from
a colleague just before ringing the
Fire Alarm and should by accident get
a. wee bit of the wonderful plant in-
question! AN ;

- The man who talks too much is ¢on-
tinually getting himself—and others—
into trouble. Why not empower the'
courts 'in all such cases to administer'
doses: of - déffenbachia, 'so that the of-
fender might be wrapped in the solemn-
ity of his own silence for seven long

dayst A drastic sentence, it is true,

the talkative man might thus acquire
a_reputation for sapience quite beyond
his deserts, All hail to deffenbachial

Wall street is' disappointed In the
Union Pacific statement, which it con-
slders does not justify the advance of
the dividend to 10% per cent. But Mr.
Harriman would much rather disappoint
Wall street now than before he got what
he wanted to get .out of the announce-
ment of the 10 per cent dividend. .

A Political Renaissance in Islam.

The political decadence of Moham-
medanism has long been accepted as
axiomatic by students of oriental mat-
ters. It has been supposed that the con-
temptuous conservatism of Islam, its
isolation as a matter of prineciple from
western religion and civilization, would
continue to exert a degenerative influ-
ence. But a writer in the Pall Mall
Gazette points out that human fore-
casts of gocial and political evolution
are often falsificd in the event, and that
perhaps one of the most startling in-
stances of this may be furnished by a
renaissance in Islam.

Certainly such a renaissance would
have far -reaching effects, especially
upon the two Christian powers having
the largest number of Mohammedan
subjects—England and Russia. At this
moment ftwo-thirds of the Mohamme-
dans in the world are under Christian
domination, Turkey remains the only
Moslem power of note, now that the
powers have assumed the paternal at-
titude agreed on at Algeciras toward
Morocco, -

The spread of western ideas and
western civilization' has had two dif-
ferent effects on followers of Islam, In
northern and central Africa its fierce
reactionaries are preaching the old re-
ligion of the sword as a means of
curbing the hated giaour, On the other
hand, in Asia, Turkey and Egypt the
eager young Moslems are striving to
emulate Japan in adopting and assimi-
lating all that is best in western prog-
ress. Remarkable changes are taking
place. Perhaps as significant as any is
the fact that Turkish girls are now
compelled to go to school and that the
former dense ignorance of the harem
is disappearing before the influence of
education. Turkish women have a news-
paper of their own and many of them
have even distinguished themselves in
literature. This is in a ¢ountry where
not many years agone an educated
woman would have been thought a
witeh. The Turkish press is gradually
gaining a freedom quite unwonted. An
Islamie railroad is now being built that
will conneet Constantinople with the
holy eity of Mecca and will earry by
steam the thousands of pilgrims who
have for ages toiled thru the desert.
The contributions of the faithful fur-
nish the needed money and the soldiers
of the sultan do the work. If the im-
minent death of Abdul Hamid does not
bring to the caliphate a reactionary,
the regeneration of Turkey from within
will go on with great rapidity. But it
will go on in any case.

There are many other evidences of
this awakening in Islam which may
well give Christendom pause. The as-
pirations of young Egypt for independ-
ence and self-rule, the move in Persia
toward a parliamentary. government,
the intellectual revolt in India against
British rule, the appeal of the idea of
pan-Islamism to the oriental imagina-
tion—these are some of the outward
signs that Mohammedanism has great
vitality and may yet overcome its
strong decadent tendencies.

The pope is said not to be pleased
with the new Spanish cabinet. It is the
work of a boy king and probably there
are several lads in the South Side high
school who could throw together a bet-
ter article in the Christmas vacation.

Ambitious Schemes for City Im- :

provement.

In this itsue of The Journal may
be found charts and accompanying text
deseribing a very ambitious scheme for
munieipal betterment. It looks like a
dream, and, indeed, it is a most inter-
esting dream of what the future Min-
neapolis might be.

At all stages of the history of this
city there have been men who have
conceived great things for Minneapo-
lis, who have looked into the future
and anticipated in large part what has
afterward been accomplished. Some of
them have had little credit at the time
for the exercise of common sense, and
the evolution of practical ideas. It has
only been after the city has overtaken
their imagination and surpassed their
fondest anticipations that the general
public has been able to do them justice,
and credit them with having a better
conception - of what the city is to be
than those who have been their severe
and ready erities.

Such a plan of reconstruction of our
eity' as is proposed by the architects
who submit the plan outlined today,
will probably meet with little respectful
consideration at this time. Probably
everyone who prides himself upon his
practical view of things will regard this
as entirely beyond the range of the
feasible. Certainly it would be if it
were to be regarded as something to be
accomplished in the immediate future.
What is proposed, as we understand it,
is not offered by the authors of this
scheme as anything which c¢ould be
done in ten or twenty years, but as
something which may be worked to
over a period of perhaps fifty years,
and in the end earried out substantially
as indicated. This we understand to
be the thought of the designers of the
charts submitted today.

The Journal is conservative
enough and sensible enough of the con-
servatism of the people of Minneapolis
to know that they are mnot going to
rush into the work ' of rebuilding the
city of Minneapolis along these lines as
something to be ‘done as fast as the
work could be accomplished. < At 'the
same time; it is glad to submit this
plan because it is interesting and sug-
gestive and may be helpful in the ge-
complishment of things which come

‘at random: by mumbers from .1

aonounced that he felt

in other cities of our class. By
Minneapolis is today one of the most
prosperous cities in the country. It is
developing with such rapidity as to at-
tract very general attedtion. Great
confidence in its future is expressed not
only at heme but everywhere. Indeed,
larger views of the possibilities which
open before this eity may be found out-
side than within, . Nature has done
great things for us and we have only
to adapt ourselves to nature’s plan to
build here the most beautiful eity’in
the whole interior, Tt is not too soon
for us to study earefully what is practi-
cable in the way of civic betterment.
While great expense may not be in-
curred with propriety at this time, it is
within the range of the practical and
feasible to adopt general plans of city
building toward which we may grow,
and compliaace with which will produce-
infinitely better results than if we con-
tinue at haphazard, without regard to
the consequences and the conditions
which are to prevail in the future,

Senator Chauncey M. Depew is sald to
be minded to write his own memolrs,
Eighteen months ago Chauncey would
have been satisfied to ‘leave it out” to
any reporter in Park row.

Imprisoning a Corporation.

A writer in. the Chicago Banker
would correct the sins of corporations
by sending the corporations to prison,
and he means what he says, The
corporation is' commonly thought of
as an abstraction, and it is not gen-
erally regarded as practical to punish
abstraction. ' Corporations are said to
have no souls. They seem often to have
no consciences and are supposed to be
incapable of suffering pangs of remorse.
But the corporation has something
which serves the purpose of a soul very
well in connection with this matter of
punishing its offenses. It has capital.
It has assets. It has all kinds of pro-
ductive property. This eapital and
these assets -may be regarded as the
soul of the corporation. From them it
draws its life. The correspondent of
the Banker suggests that when the cor-
poration does something in violation of
law its soul should be imprisoned. That
is to say, the state should seize and
control the assets of the corporation,
thus in effcet putting it in prison. It
would be no lenger able to earn any
money for stockholders. If it earned
any at all, the earnings would be for-
feit to the state. This virtual im-
prisonment of assets may be for a fixed
period,.as in the case of the imprison-
ment of the man who gets a determi-
nate sentence, or, as in the case of hu-
man offenders, the corporation might be,
imprisoned on the indeterminate plan,
profits of the business to be surrendered
to the stockholders again as soon as
there was reason to believe 'that the
corporation would thereafter obey the
law.. .~ VEY

It is_suggested that this might in-
volve hardshipg;to individual and inno-
cent _:tqqkhoLda}s So also imprison-
ment of the human person often in-
volves great hardships to members of
his family ‘and others. They are de-
prived of his earnings and often dis-
tress is immediate, If the corporation
were imprisonedl, its assets seized amd’
held by the stite—in other words, im-
prisoned—the 8tockholders would un-
doubtedly suffer loss, but their = influ-
ence ever afterwards in behalf of obe-
dience to law by the corporation would
be active and powerful.

This thought of imprisoning a corpo-
ration, as suggested by the writer re-
ferred to, is certainly interesting and
ingenious. It may be practical. It
would no doubt be effective.

Turkeys are not very expensive this
year—if you don't buy big ones.

A Difficult Lawsuit.

. An Illinois county court has awarded
Captain Louis Tjams $5,060 for services
rendered the late Abraham Brokaw, an
eccentric plowmaker of Bloomington, in
that state, who left a fortune of sev-
eral millions, .

Captain Ijams had two functions, one
of rescuing the old man from "matri-
monial eomplications, the other of tell-
ing him funny stories to revive hisg
spirits after a particularly desperate
setting of a widow’s cap for his cash.
Of course, such services could hardly
be estimated in money. A plowmaker
could hardly be a correet eritic of a
funny story, even tho it made him
laugh, nor could Captain Ijams be ex-
pected to place a cash value upon such
efforts to please. So there was no
written contract and no stipulation as
to compensation. The captain left it
all to the plowmaker. He expected it
to be straightened out in the will, and
to the will he consigned all his anxieties
for the future.

In due season the millionaire died
and the will being read made no men-
tion of him or of his titillating atten-
tions to wealth in distress. The eaptain
was amazed, indignant, grieved. Brokaw
was beyond the reach of his language
80 he went to the relatives who had
profited largely by the demise and
stated the case. One and all they turned
him down. They held.that his stories
were either good or bad. If good they
had prolonged the old man’s life and

thus kept the heirs out of their own i

and therefore he owed them money
instead of their being under obliga-
tions to him; if bad, as seemed prob-
able from the silence of the will, then
he was entitled to no reward.

Captain Tjams, much to his sorrow,
was obliged to have recourse to the
law. The thing that he had long
avoided he was finally obliged to do,

to put a money yalue on his services.

; 5 4 b 1823—Monroe doctrine declared.
‘a_lfd tp.__i_te‘ ze his work. He\;_had'__hye,ﬂ 1 1842—Father Francis g(a‘{_fl_er'.-wgrn:,
with the old man for four years an president general of the Jesuits,
he festified that he had in that time| | born.. = - 3

told 1,000

heard somé, of ‘the stories; faking them
3, to
1,566, and then adjourned for rest and
refreshment. On reconvening the court
called upon to

stories, Which wefe of |
money valye /of $10 each. The ‘cqurt |

was adjudged and awarded half his
elaim, g g

It was a sad but glorious day for the
eaptain. He had won his contention
that the peculiar services he rendered
can be converted into money, but he
had lost out on the value of his yarns.

A few intelligent and industrious gen-
tlemen are trying to sidetrack Messrs.
Bryan, Hearst and others and gently
deposit the democratic nomination on
Woodrow Wilson's doorstep. The presi-
dent of Princeton has gotten word of the
scheme and Instructed the janitor to
keep a sharp lookout for such pranks.

The Annexation of Spitzbergen.

The report that Norway is contem-
plating the annexation of Spitzbergen
and its surrounding islapds, while not
officially confirmed, has aroused no
little interest in Stoekholm and also in
8t. Petersburg. This bleak bit of Arctic
land has never seemed valuable enough
heretofore to lead any of the northern
European powers to raise a flag upon it.
Recent discoveries of rich deposits of
coal, however, and the belief that there
are other rich mineral deposits, have
made Spitzbergen not altogether unde-
sirable. From Stockholm comes a report
that Sweden has a claim prior to that
of Norway, and that King Oscar’s gov-
ernment may insist upon its rights. Such
a contention, if it be true that Norway
is seriously contemplating annexation,
would give rise to an unpleasant dip-
lomatic controversy, the settlement of
which might have to be referred to an
international conference. Russia may
also decide to lay claim to the islands.

Geographically, the Spitzbergen group
would seem to be more naturally to be-
long to Norway. They extend from the
seventy-sixth to the eighty-first parallel
of latitude and are directly mnorth of
Norway. Swedish ships would reach
them only after a long sea voyage along
the entire coast of Norway. The coal
mining companies already active there
are Norwegian, with financial backing
sgcured in England and America, Before
the discovery of coal the islands were
valuable only as a base of operations
for Arctie explorers. They are quite un-
inhabited, being far to the north of
the Aretie eirele.

At Barboursville, Ky., a fat man pro-
jected himeelf first into the tunnel which
the prisoners had dug for an escape and
by the time the others had got tired cuss-
ing him for taking up so much space the
warden woke up, kicked fatty two or
three times and threw them all back in
their cells.

Mark Twain celebrated his birthday by
playing pool all afternoon with his secre-
tary and some friends. Of course the
secretary took his share of the games
and the friends insisted that Mark's eye-
sight was actually improving, =

The democrats now have a majority of
the eivil service commission, but it is
the last-thing the democrats ever wanted
to have a majority of. '

The land office appears to have been
vacated just In time to galvanize some
expiring congressmen Into an appear-
ance of life,

In de opinion of Big Bill Devery de
Caruso case was a shakedown. Bill prob-
d'bly reasons from analogy, without
knowing it.

Benator Aldrich {s refusing to pay his
taxes. The wealth of Aldrich must be
;remgndwa if he can bluff the tax gath-
erer.

Senator Tillman had a noble oppor-
tunity to act the gentleman in Chicago,
but the responsibility was too much for
him.

“Keep the Christmas spirit?’ roared
Tank. *“Not on your life, when I have
promised to swear off on New Year's
Day."”

’
Queen Alexandra, who waa born In
1844, is not only a good but a brave
gueen. She still celebrates her birthday.

‘way to reach the pole iz by halloon.
‘Either that or by way of the magazines.

Harvard won from Yale at chess and
President Eliot talks of abolishing all
other sports at Cambridge.

Kipling has written some bitter verses
about Americans, but, of course, he
meant Vermonters.

Yet a few days and T. R. will take
congress up and down the line.

-
FATHERLY ADVICE TO HEARST

_ Louisville Courier-Journal.

Mr. Hearst i{s much too young a man
to set up either for a sage or a back
number. What he most needs to do is
to survey the field of his not unprofit-
able labors and expenditures with the
purpose to recreate himself after the im-
age of the self-denying philanthropist,
and to cast aside the stinking hablli-
ments of the self-seeking politiclan. His
resources are good are great. Far less
than other rich men's sons has he shown
any disposition to evil. He has merely
made the mistake, or seemed to make
the mistake, of thinking that money can
do all things. It can do many things, but
it can neither make a silk purde out of
a sow's ear, nor change a neglectful
congressman and a rich parvenu Into a
hero and a statesman, albeit sometimes
very young people think so.

THIS DATE IN HISTORY |
5 DEC. 2,

1697—St. Paul's cathedral, London,
opened,

1805—Battle of Austeriitz,

1808—Madrid taken by the French
and King Joseph restored. ;

1814—General Jackson - arrived at
New Orleans and- declared martial
law. g

1848—Ferdinand of Austrla abdi-
cated; succeeded by Frarcls Joseph.
1| 1852—Louls Napoleon became em-:
perar of France. i e
1891—Armored crulser New York

lau at Philadelphia,” - .
1m r, - dl

According to Walter Wellman the only

HOOT MON

Boss Ruef of San Francisco certainly
had the right {dea. All of his fine work
was done under the guise of giving legal
advice. This reminds one of the remark
of ‘Boss Butler of 8t. Louls,” who was
fought to a finish by Governor Folk when
the latter wWhs prosecuting attorney. Bul-
ler sald that If *he were beginning his
political career over agaln he would as
a foundation study law and then he
could do a great many things under the
gulse of giving advice which he couldn't
get at as a layman.

De Tocqueville, when he visited
America, mused upon the length of time
it would take America to discover a fond-
ness for titles and on what foundation
our aristocracy, which he foresaw, would
be based. He found it in the legal pro-
fession. At the time of his visit America
had no vast businesses and no swollen
fortunes. The population was dlstrib-
uted thru the farming country and strag-
gling villages wtih here and there a
somewhat modern town. In the villages
he found the lawyer easily the head of
the community and therefore De Tocque-
ville predicted for Amerlca an aristocracy
of education, brains, and—lawvers,

The French phllosopher's judgment
seams to have gone astray or else Amer]-
ca is off her trolley, for the lawyer s
relatively in a less position than he was
half a century ago, He has not founded
an aristocracy. He {8 not even so eag-
erly sought as a public servant. He is
less frequently honored by the commu-
nity in other ways. Bome people charge
him with being back of much of our
shady politles thru his opportunity to
confess his clients in secret. Lawyers
themselves lament the decay of their pro-
fession thru its commercialization, It is
easy, good lawyers say, for & man of fine
legal attainments to fail at the bar un-
less he combines with forensic soundness,
business sagacity. This i{s a rare com-
biration, but it is the few who have it
who are making the fortunes at the bar.
Then, too, the independence of the pro-
fession is belng sapped by the tremen-

dous power of great corporate interests. |

They hire lawyers not to interpret the
laws and gain .rights but to twist the
laws and perpetrate wrongs. The suc-
cessful practitioner gets a good living
but he is pdinted at as a “eorporation
lawyer” and he no longer leads the com-
munity as he did once. His advice is
suspected of being “tainted.”

Years ago when the roller skating craze
went over the country much good lum-
ber was used in building barnlike struc-
tures with long stretches of floor upon
which the maniacs of the sport displayed
their antics. The craze subsided sud-
denly, but unfortunately the awful tem-
ples erected into its worship could not
melt away as dild the enthuslasm for
skating. Thousands of them survived
to mar the landscape and annoy the as-
sessor. But they have been absorbed
gradually, some of them by fire, others
into the livery stable and other branches
of trade which withstand public fickle-
ness.

Now the country is being treated to
another craze, that for private conserva-
tories. Private conservatories do very
well where the house is large enough to
conceal or ohscure their bare outlines
and where the Income s sufficient tu
guarantee their successful working. But
there are more private conservatories to-
day than there are conservatory incomes
—just like the automobiles—and there is
bound some day to be a reaction. Whar
then will become of the conservatories?

A New York man has solved it. “I tried
flowers for flve years,” he says, “and
failed. Something whispered to me

‘eggs’ and I turned a lot of hens into the
sun-warmed conservatory." Presto!
wealth loomed on his horizon.

The ordinary hen, which, kept in a
Zero coop will quit business thru four
months in the year, will lay 200 eggs per
annum In the" conservatory. 'The hens
revel in its warmth and don't seem to
know when vacation time comes. They
try to lay more than the limit. *“You
may have the flowers,"” says the New
Yorker, “the hens for mine.”

- * -

That truth is stranger than fiction has
passed into an axiom but that it is more
powerful than any fiction is evidenced by
the letters of the girl Grace Brown, for
whose murder her lover is being tried.
The letters of Grace Brown are of a
kind which rend the heartstrings, while
thelr moving power Is such as make our
great depicters of the tragle in literature
80 tame in comparison. Scott's “Effie
Dean' and George Eliot's “Hetty"” fail to
utterly to convey such a wivid impres-
slon of the hopeless, helpless but alto-
gether pitiable condition of the wronged
woman as is given in the simple, broken
sentences of this girl.

The fallure of the Ohio Penitentiary
News is not satisfactorily explained even
by the fact that there is a dearth of
newspaper men under convictlon. Aren't
there members of other professions in
the penltentlary and did a newspaper ever
die for lack of men who could run it bet-
ter than the editor? There is said to be
enough bankers in the Ohio penitentiary
to open a convention on elastic currency.
Bankers always have had ideas on how
a newspaper should be run and this
seems a golden opportunity to use them.
Let them revive the Penitentiiry News
and run it as a safe and sane publica-
tlon devoted to the conservative busi-
ness interests of the prison, eschewing
gossip, sport, tales of business derelic-
tion, dangerous assaults upon the tariff
or storfes calculated to scare of capital.

There are sald to be a number of poli-
ticians in the prison also; statesmen who
were caught stuffing ballot boxes or sell-
ing their offices for gold. These fellows
always have ideas about how to run s
newspaper. It would seem as tho a pub-
lic duty rested upon them now to resusci-
tate the News and conduct it on a non-
muckraking plane, —James Gray.

THE DREAM ~

The broad moon blazed athwart the street,
Adown the vulgar way;

I met myself that used to be
In this ¥nblest today.

Pity for those who meet the dead,
Avenging wrongs of yore:

But Christ bave pity on him who meets
Himselt that is no more,

His face was ns the morning star,
His eyes were full of light;
Singing he went—of holy songs
That rest not, day or night.

The sawe old vislons of dead things
Hung round him llke a prayer;

A pack of dreams was on his back
And & balo was in his hair,

He wore nis rags so well, so well
His step was angel gay;

As one whose clouds of glory trall
About him day by day.

I met bim where the four roads meet,
Hard by the money mart;
He turned and gazed into my eyes
And plerced into my heart.
*‘So, fool, I know you well,”" I sald.
The words fell swift and hot.
Sternly he spoke, ‘‘So, fool,’' he sald,
« “'So, fool—I know you not."

He passed. that self that is no more,
Adown the drift of fears;
And left a silence on the street
And a passion of valn tears.
} Y.l ~—Putnam's.

BAD FOR THE HAM BUSINESS

Y *Philadelphla Ledger.
Armour's denial that he ‘Slapped the

| kaiser on the back shows he realizes that

such familiar flippancy

o i

is np' way 'Ito

H'liat' Other People Think

In Defense of Tiliman.

To the Editor of The Journmal.

In an editorial in Wednesday's Jour-
nal you are trying to heap abuses upon
that noted and patriotic statesmdn, Ben-
jamin R, Tillman of South Carolina, be-
cause of his address on the race question
in Chicago. Among other ridiculous
things you say he made such a spectacle
of himself as to cause any self-respecting
white man to blush for his race, and yet
you say he failed to goad the law-abiding
negroes 'to any acts of violence.

Now, I happened to hear Senator Till-
man deliver his address on the negro
question at Minneota in this state a short
time ago, and the only feature about the
address to which any fair-minded, un-
biased person could object is his pro-
fanity. :

Of the large audience which listened
to him at Minneota none found any fault
with him excepting a very few smartles
who think they know more about the
conditions in South Carolina than Till-
man does, who has lived there 2ll his
Ufe.

The trouble with the men who find
fault with Tillman and traduce him is he
is telling the truth and they know it: and
the truth is what hurts. Had you said
the braying donkeys who have been try-
ing for a generation and more to establish
negro supremacy in the south were
enough to make a self-respecting white
man to blush for his race, you would
have come nearer the truth.

Why should the negroes be goaded to
acts of violence? Surely Tillman says
nothing at which elther whites or ne-
groes could take offense. In not a sine
gle word In his address does he throw
any taunts or insults at the colored race.

| But he does lay the intricate race prob-
(lem as it is today at the door of those

who are reviling and persecuting him
simply because he dares to tell them the
truth as It is. —Robert Eitel.

Marshall, Minn., Nov, 29,

Probably the best explanation of Mr.
Eitel's defense of Tillman is that he evi-
dently has not read what Tillman said
in Chicago.

Government Insurance.
To the Editor of The Journal. .

Life insurance In this country has
ETOWn to enormous proportions within
the last decade. No human institution is
organized capable of doing more good.
No business is more vital to the home
and dependent ones, and for that reason
there should be no doubts about its man-
agement or integrity,

Why not nationalize the life insurancs
business? Why not let the people man-
age and carry their own insurance thru
the government? How much safer the
people would feel with their dependent
ones protected and their welfare guaran-
teed by an insurance arrangement with
Uncle Sam, than, as under present con-
ditions, live in constant dread of the poor-
house. I would have the government es-
tablish a bureau, not only to regulate the
present insurance business, but alsp to
provide, within certain limits, protec-
tion at the lowest possible cost consistent
with safety. I would eliminate all forms
of so-called investments from these cer-
tificates and make a reasonable amount
of insurance compulsory with all. The
poor could help themselves in this way,
and be better off than to live with the
awful and constant dread of reverses and
death with the uncertainty of their own
and children’s welfare. Should the in-
sured survive their insurance period, say
live to the age of 60 or 65, the contract
held could be converted to an annuity
during the remainder of their years,

This idea is not new. Other countries
are providing for their people by a simi-
lar gystem. Under our present conditions
the government must care for ‘its poor
and dependent ones. Why not as a gov-
ernment policy compel all to be provi-
dent to the extent of a limited amount of
Insurance, and in this way the many
almshouses and asylums would not be
needed. —George H. Ely.

Manufactyre of Flax in Minneapolis.
To the Editor of The Journal.

! would like to draw the attention of
the Commercial club to the importance
of securing for our growing city one
more very important industry, and that
would be a flax fiber plant or linen mill
to use up all the flax straw grown in
the northwest that is now mostly burned
up or fed up. At this late date it
seems not to be doing justice to the
people of the country to be compelled
to buy imported linen fabrics. I think
it a fact that almost all linen goods on
our markets come direct from the old
country. Why not make our own linen,
down to the finest fabrics? Can we do
this very thing? Experts tell me there s
no reason why we can't. Right here in
Minneapolis we have the best machinery
made in the world, water just right for
retting, just the right kind of a climate
and soil to grow the flax. The flax crop
would soon be an important and very
profitable crop. Our wheat crop is grow-
ing less every year, and less profit in
growing it. The farmer is compelled to
diversify farming, and a flax crop all
utilized to the very best advantage
would bring him big returns, What helps
the farmer is very liable to help the city,

In my judgment there could be built
up here in Minneapolis a great and grow-
ing trade in linen products, starting at
the cheapest articles, wrapping twine,
rope, cordage of all kinds, gunny sacks,
summer covers for horses, linen suiting
of all kinds for men and boys, ladies”
dress goods for summer, towelings, table
linen, shirting and many other fabrics,
the finest in the land, can all be made
right here in the city of Minneapolis and
employ a big lot of men.

—W. G. Dance,

The New Stamps.
To the Editor of The Journal,

In The Journal it was stated that
Postage stamps of 1907 will bear on their
face the name of the state and city in
which the postoffice is situated.

Some of us are in the habit of buying
stamps by the dollar's worth, having our
envelopes ready stamped and addressed
and mailing them wherever we happen
to be. Then in business correspondence
We expect to enclose a stamp. What pro-
vision is made for such?

—Estella Par
Slayton, Minn, s )

—_—

The new plan will not affect your cus-
tom. The stamps referred to will be is-
sued only from the 6,000 presidential
postoffices, but they will, of course, be
good anywhere fn the United States.
This is only a plan of the gogernment to
prevent those who have stolen large
blocks of stamps from disposing of them

in large quantities without arousing sus-
plcion.

RECOGNITION FOR BLOCKHEADS

New Orleans Times-Democrat.

A chair of lumbering is to be estab-

lished in a northern university. Possibly

this will be construed as a recog-
nition of the wooden-headed student.

BURNING IT

Philadelphia Ledger.

Young Patterson of Chicago has, by
starting.a socialist paper, vindicated the
sincerity of his belief that he has too
much money.

ALSO AWFUL LONELINESS

Cleveland Leader,
One way to achleve distinction 1= to’be
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