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THE UPWARD STRUGGLE
OF WAGES AND PRICES

Interesting Results of Recent lnvestigationl of the
Federal Bureau of Labor.

Does prosperity pay?

This is the questFon people ask them-
woelves when they rote the mounting of
grlcea for the necessaries of life. The

ederal bureau of labor has kept track

of these matters for sixteen years and
is able to report that prices never were
80 high in the history of its investi-
fations, as they were 1n the year 1903,
t is the purpose of the bureau to con-
tinue these studies and to give the
public the benefit of a wider range of
research each year. i

The prices studied by the bureau in-
clude thirty staple articles, ranging
from meat to prunes. In twenty-three
of the thirty, prices were higher in
1905 than in 1904, and the price of
every article except coffee and prunes
was higher in 1905 than in 1896, the
year of lowest prices during the past
s teen,

The average prices of wheat bread
butter, ‘cheese, chickens, corn meal,
eggs, fresh fish, salt fish, mutton and
veal were higher in 1905 than in any
other of the sixteen-year period.

The advance in bacon has:been 43.5
per cent; Irish potatoes, 43.1 per centy
eggs, 41.8 per cent; fresh pork, 30 per
font; flour, 20.3, and so on thru the
ist.

The advance in price of food, when
each of the articles is given a weight
according to its consumption in the
family of the workingman, has been
0.6 per cent since 1804, 17.7 per cent
since 1806 and 12 per cent when com-

ared with the average of the decade,

800 to 1899,

In making these investigations the
burean tried to sccure as fair an aver-
age as possible by drawing its statis-
tics from a large number of states, tak-
ing the principal cities in each state
and consulting a number of merchants
in each locality. As far as possible,
prices for 1905 were obtained f[ll'om the
same merchants who had been quoted
in the previous bulletins. The sched-
ules were in all cases obtained in per-
sonal visits of the bureau’s agents.
The following table, taken from the
computations of the bureau, shows the
relative prices of some of the staples

s

These figures mean that on the aver-
age the dollar that goes over the coun-
ter of the store for food or food stuffs
has shrunk as ecompared with the dollar
that went:over the same counter in
1896, to 83 cents. But it does mnot
mean, as is e¢laimed by some eastern
publications, that where the workin
man in 1896 paid #6 a week to set his
table, he now {mys $10. This is mere

esswork, £ he sets his table on
the same scale as before, the average
increase has been 17 cents in the dol-
lar.  But there have been other in-
creases. The cost of fuel has gone up.
This has been due largely to labor
troubles in the coal fields, to necessary
increases in the cost of production
and partly to the abnormal appetite of
the trusts that control the coal at
bases of supply. To earn dividends
on inereased capitalization they have
inereased the selling price of coal at
tidewnter. But the retailer of coal
in Minneapolis is making relatively
less than he did before, His profit on
2 ton of coal is about what it was ten
years ago and it takes considerably
mote eapital to handle it. y

here-has also been an increase in the
rent account. What that increase has
been in Minneapolis, it is difficult to
get an accurate account. One rental
agent who has a large list says there

R | the natural resilt of the inerease

not notice the increase in remt much
if at all. Improved style of.living in
all- classes accounts for whatever in-
crease there has been in rents, except
what is charged to extra cost of con-
struction, which applies almost execlu-
sively to the newer places.

Clothing also costs more. This is
in
wages to operatives in eloth mills and
to the demand for better fabrigs. Men’s
clothing has not advanced mugﬁl. First-
class tailoring costs from $5 to $10
more upon a suit than it did before the
boom, but the ready-made clothing is
still sold at Erlces not materially dif-
fering from those of 1902 and 1904,

Shoes, particularly men’s shoes, have
not advanced. This is due somewhat, to
the standard of price and quality,
widely advertised by a number of great
manufacturers, They are unable to get
away from their standard prices, be-
cause they have made them so publie,
ner can they let the quality deteriorate
materially without killing their busi-
ness. So men’s shoes are not to be in-
cluded in the great advance in the cost
of living, "

Women’s garments have advanced in
two ways. The price of the material
has gone up and it takes more yards
to make them than before. There has
been advance also in the cost of dress-
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Dried apples ........... 1084 982 108.0 5 o
Dry beaus ..... Sineviis 1168 1168 1163 -
Beef, fresh Toists. ... - 1186 1128 1122 Pl
Beef, fresh steaks..... 118.5 1154 1120 ’ =2
Wheat bread . 004 1034 1045 =1 B
Butter ....,., L5 0.0 1127
Cheese ..., . 1018 1074 100 | (94 1 1
Chickens .., 113.2  120.7 123.
S:g:” li‘gg 12}»3 13'1;3 DIAGRAM SHOWING TENDENCY OF PRICES, WAGES, HOURS AND NUM-
gg‘ﬂtﬂ;&; k * 1080 if}T.'ﬂ 1080 BER OF EMPLOYEES FOR THE LAST _FlﬁTEEN YEARS.
P L bt byl e lg‘;'_g e }}%g has been practically no increase in making. But the dressmakers claim
Fresh milk, unskimmed. 103.3 1083  107.0 | Tents except in steam-heated flats which | they are making no more than they
Il.grueitﬁm ot i?s; }:ﬁ; 1%3 are at a premium. The new ones built |did formerly. They say the whole differ-
bl Dr‘;f;goe-!-- D70 1519 130-81do mot appear to relieve. the congestion | ence goea into the cost of labor, that
Prunes . %, 834 70.6 81.4 | because eo%le are not contented to |expert seamstresses are more difficult
;I;Ioe - 1085 1006 1026 |live in the houses that satisfied them |to get every day.
|Fugar .. : - 96.0 iﬁé‘% igg? ten years ago. If they were, they would

The same story of the searcity of
skilled labor is told everywhere, In
Minneapolis even odd job men ean
scarcely be had at any price. People
who live in the suburbs pay dearly for
everything they have done and when
a plasterer comes to chink up . some
breaks in the walla he wants a mort-
gage on the place in exchange for his
work. Wages of house servants have
advanced in this part of the country
until they are nearly double what they
were ten years ago. -

Altogether the lot ‘of the house-
‘holder is not a happy one. But there
is_a contra account. The wages of
labor have advanced materially. The
bureau which investigated the price of
foods, also looked into the labor ae-
count and it makes a gratifying show-
ing for the country. America has
traveled a long way from 1896, when
Bryan and McKinley were contending
for the presidency, the one demanding
the opening of the mints, the other
the opening of the mills. The mills
have been opened and the mints as
well since that time, and instead of
Coxey’s armies traveling across the
country, we have industrial parades of
employed men. ]

The true test of prosperity is whether
the results have been equitably dis-
tributed over the population. Swollen

fortunes have come with prosperity,

but prosperity has come to the work-
ing man also. The bureau makes

clear in its discussion of wages. Of
course such an investigation must be
limited in its secope, and this one did
not include transportation, agriculture
and other important groups. But
fortunately there have been remarkable
increases In the wages of men on the
railroads, some very prominent ones
within 8 few weeks. t is also known
that farm labor is scarce and highly

paid . 112

The results of the investigation show
that in 1805 the average wages per
hour in the Pnncipal manufacturing
and mechanical industries of the coun-
try were 1.6 per cent higher than in
1004; that-the average hours of labor
remained the same and that 6.3 per
cent more persons were employed in
the establishments investigated. As
there was an increase in the number
employed, as well as in the average
wage per hour, it follows that there
was an increase in the total’ weekly
earnings. This increase was 8 per cent.

The average wage per hour in 1905

was 18.9 per cent higher than the aver-
age for the ten-year period from 1890
to 1899. The average hours of labor a
week were 4.1 per cent lower.
. When the figures 'of the investiga-
tion of waEe_s and prices are brought
together, they show that, while the
average price of food inereased 0.6 per
cent between 1904 and 1905, the aver-
age wage increased a little more, so
that the purchasing power of the dol-
lar increased in the intervening twelve
months, Besides, there was a great deal
more labor empﬁuyed.

The struggle between wages and
grices has been a close one. The bat-
le is still on and while th8 average
method of getting at the matter shows
a comfortable margin favorable to
wages, this does not comfort the man
who has not been fortunate enough to
secure an increase or whose earning
power has decreased. He has had tq ae-
cept the hardships of prosperity with-
out its benefits, He has met fate. But
averages and evolutions do not concern
themselves with the individual,

Balance Rock.

In a strip of woodland among the
slopes of the Berkshire hills near the
city of Pittsfield, Mass,, can be seen a
strange phenomenon, It is a massive
boulder weighing about 170 tons
perched upon a bed of rock of Berk-
shire limestone—of entirely different
formation—in such a way as to appear
to be delicately balanced on its small
base, The boulder is, in fact, known
as ‘‘Balance Rock.”” It js a well-
known fact that golden grain belt beer
is not only the purest of all beverages,
but also the most beneficial to body and
mind. A trial will convince you.

DIVINE VENGEANCE
1S SEEN N DEATH

Bailiff Drops Dead When Threat-
ened by a Sick Child Whose
Father He Would Evict.

Bpecial Cable to The Journal

Warsaw, Dec. 22.—In a small country
town not far from Warsaw a death has
Jjust occurred, under dramatic and
gensational circumstances, which has
made a profound impression on the
peasantry thruout the country. Thew
are convinced that it was the result of
a8 miracle, and that a fmung girl was
the agent thru whom divine vengeance
was wrought. 3

It appears that the local squire, like
many of his kind, fell upon evil daya
and was obliged to borrow a sum of
money on mortgage. But owing to
agrarian riots, cattle disease, bad erops
and a host of minor misfortunes, he
was unable to pay the interest on the
money for some time. The mortgagee,
& woman, by the way, determined to
eviet her debtor from his estate, and
charged a bailiff to perform that un-
pleasant duty,

When the bailiff arrived at the
manor, he was met by the squire, who
besought him, with fears in his eyes,
to give a few days’ grace, as his 10-
year-old daughter was just recoverin,
from a bad attack of scarlet fever and
it would mean death if she was turned
out into the fields in the raw November
weather. But the bailiff refused, say-
ing that he was acting under his
client’s orders, who had told him not to
delay a single day no matter what ex-
cuses were made. :

‘‘But this is not an excuse,’’ pro-
tested the distracted father. ‘If my
prayers cannot move you pcrha}as the
sight of my suffering cﬁild will.?

Goes Into Sick Room.

Still protesting that he could do
nothing to postpone the eviction, the
bailiff followed the squire into the
gickroom.  When the child saw him
and learned why he had come, she
raised her pale, thin face from the
pillow and looking at him with wild
eyes, said in a trembling voice:

‘““You have ruined my, father and
mother, and now you’re 'going to turn
me out of my home tq die! God will
most surely punish you'for such wicked-
ness|?’’

No sooner had she uttered these
words than the bailiff turned pale, stag-
gered and fell fare forwards on the

ound. When ticked up he was
ound to be dead.

The incident has ereated the greatest

* sensation, not only in the distriet, but

thruout the country, The peasants
and the workingmen solemnly explain
it by the words, ‘“To cud’’ (‘‘It’s a
miracle’’),

It was with the greatest difficulty
that the frightened farm servants could
be persnaded to carry the dead bailiff
out of the room. At first none of
them would touch it, declaring that the
man had died under God’s curse. They
look upon the squire’s child, however,
with peculiar veneration, as one by
wl}om God has chosen to work a mir-
acle,

FAMILY BLOWN TO ATOMS

Alchemist Causes Explosion While
Showing Nugget He Had Made.

Paris, Dee. 22.—M. Capel, a distin-
Fushed chemist and alchemist, who has
ong been trying to manufacture gold,
brought about the death of himself and
his entire family just when he believed
thﬁ hg‘nhad solved the ]go]dan riddle.

. Capel has recently hinted to sev-
eral peo{lﬂu that he had made an im-
portant discovery in his experiments at
Eold production, and he wrote to his

rother saying that he believed he was
on the way towards solving the prob-
em,

He called his wife and three children
into his labhoratory at Pomet last night,
and showed them what appeared to be
a nugget of gold.

He was explainin

to them the pro-
cess he had used, when he inadvertent-
ly pushed a basin containing some gun-
powder too near the lamp. A terrific
explosion followed, blowing up.the en-
tire laboratory an leaving it a heap of
ruins,
Neighbors rushed to the rescue, ‘and
with great difficulty were able to Te-
cover the shattered bodies of the al-
chemist, his wife, and three children.
he wife was still able to spealt, but
ghe died on her way to the hoppital.
The alchemist has left no trace of his
secret discovery, b

Japan gets 188700 recruits yearly 'for her
regular army.

YOUR LAST CHANCE

Here is a partial list of the thousands of sensible Christmas Presents we are showing

—any one of which would be highly prized:

Music Cabinet, Piano Bench, Morris

Chair, Fancy Rocker, Turkish Leather Rocker, Leather Couch, Tabourette, Jardinier Stand,

Bookcase, Pedestal, Cellarette, Card Table, Tea Table, Magazine Rack, Rattan Rocker, Foot-

stool, Sewing Table, Writing Desk, Cut Glass, Jardinier, Electrolier, Gas Lamp, Electric Din- -

ner Set, Tea Set, Service Plate, Fish or Game Set, Statuary, Clock, German Stein, Silverware,

Chafing Dish, Couch Cover, Lace Curtains, Portieres, etc., etc,

{ PRICES HAVE NEVER BEFORE BEEN

Karpen construetion,

worth $60, Special
for Monday, only..

ered with best quality gemuine
leather, upholstered with hair
and moss; best steel springs;
celebrated Harrineton springs;

P35

$5 down and $1 a week.

L J
cov- . ‘ ot
Genunine Cireassian Black
Walnut; full swell front,

carved; 42 inches high, 21
inches wide; polish finish,
worth $32. BSpecial

for this sale only..... $’5

50 Music Stands for $27t0$35

"REDUCED LIKE THI::

g : v . ;
$ Wall Pocket, 50c Morris g : Shaving Case
88 & Chair :
i
< ¢
Yeoung
people SPaclal
golng to Discount
house- to Clubs
keeping and
recelve Employes
speclal m
terms Presentation
and § : ! Glfts.
Mission Morris Chair, weathered oak; -
Sientien. moss cushions, upholstered with genu- Gent’s Shaving Oase — golden oak,
‘Made of oak; has mirror in fromt, ine velour, worth $12. mahogany or weathered oak; place for 3
] = sale “;‘rotnﬁ 21 2f_° %‘?h?]- m. Monday Special for Monday oniy...$6.50 Euls;l 8v;i=t=ging_ g:m, with a French i* ,
{ only. Worth $1.25, ile ; . evel plate mirror, ;
y the}): last, only.......c0000nenn 500 100 Morris Chairs at $9 $12 815 This sale only.eeccaecass, $2-50 ::
* $18 and $20. :
: One to a customer. Cellarettes . b
15 Velour Couch : 3
{
b [ : - y 1 ::
{ L ) I|
3 e 3 | ¢
s { "~y < [
$ | ZEERAMAARMABAMA : §3 83
: F ¢ ]
. $3
Six different patterns to select from; p :
plain or tufted top, oak frame, polish ?
finish, large size; the celebrated’Kar- ¢3
pen construction, worth from $15 to 1 ::n
$18. Your choice while ¢ 4
$ they last, only........... 39-95 N s :: E ::
Leather couches at $40 $45 $50% Golden = oak, quartered- :: ¢ :'
H $60 2nd $65. — sawed, polish finish, hand  3Q | 32
. carved; 39 inches high, 32
Nothing would be more appreciated inches deep; one large drawer;’ Let us
% & H We}% ulgrantee :0 by a gerﬁ:]eman. We have pghem in all partitioned off in the in- entep
Gresn €llVer on tIme. | oathered and golden oak and genuine \§ side. A strietly high grade into a
- mahogany, at $9 $12.75 $15 $18 desk and worth $30. Special contract
Trading s $20 $25 up to $75. for this sale, 315 00 with
Turkish Rocker : ¥ PEDESTAL Bpsttal alo MBut>-ORIF, o san siss A you.
Stamps — Music Cabinet day of 100 mahogany, golden You can
Ith all “ ‘AL and weathered oak pedestals at Fancy Rocker arrange
e q b " ol . $5, 36, $7, $9, $12, $15, $18 $20 satls-
cash X bt "7 7" and s2s. fta:::’r.y
of
purchases. ”81! Rﬂak payment.
[

Weathered and golden oak,
polish- finigh, four strong dou-
ble hooks and 11x11 French

bevel plate mirror. uine

Worth
$5. This sale

only..... ....._...32095

Fine selected quarter oak or
birch mahogany finish, uphol-
stered seat, covered with gen-

cent of #14. This
one-day sale for.,

leather, worth every

$7.50

— ——

.

| For

Your Boy

Woell, These for Example:

WHAT?

 ATR RIFLES
BASKET BALLS
INDIAN CLUBS
DUMB BELLS
ATHLETIC SUITS
TOOL CHESTS
SCROLL SAWS
CARVING TOOL SETS
DRAFTING INSTRUMENTS

W.K.MorisonQ Co.

Hardware, Cutlery, Tools, Paints,
Athletlc Goods, Kitchenware, Eta

-WATCHES
POCKET KNIVES
SLEDS

BOES

ICE AND ROLLER SKATES
SKATING SHOES
_ SKIS
STRIKING BAGS
EXERCISERS
BOXING GLOVES
SWEATERS

247-249 NICOLLET AV.

500 new sets to select from. Full Set
Teeth ; .$5.00 and Up

Crowns, same color as your teeth, from
$3.60 to $5.00.

Solid Gold Caps, 22 karat, $8.00.

Gold Fillings $1.00 and up.

All work guaranteed as represented.

Call and see samples.

329 Nicollet Avenue, Minneapolis.
Established 1880,

' DR. H. S. RAY,

Tel. 2721-L 1 Main,

BEAUTIFY YOUR MOUTH|

With a Set of Good Teeth. These

prices will let you do so.

for everyone to be pleased.

Open Evenings

XMAS FURS

Beautiful furs are always acceptable as a gift. Our line
of high grade furs moderately priced makes it possible

A.ZEKMAN, Furrier,

23 So. Sth St.

Bulington

Low Rates for

Holiday Travel

On Dec. 20 to 25; 30 and 31; and Jan. 1,
1907, the Burlington Route will sell tickets
to all points on its lines at

One and One-Third Fare

(

Note the liberal return limit.

Foue

good until Jan. 7, 1907, for return.

For further information call or phone.

Tickets—3d st and Nicollet av, Minneapolis. Both Phones.
J. F. McELROY, City Passenger Agent.
V. D. JONES, City Ticket Agent,

GROOKED or

DEFORMITIES CURED

o plaster Tnh. 00 severe or

POTTS DISEASE Shen ere

patient is at once

SPINAL  CURVATURE

astor paris, felt orileat

relief, will be furnished

ferent and more suooessfu

For no class

from p

CROOKED and DISEASED KNEES
=

Deformities and

sent on request.

E STREET,

1:1
corrected wlﬂwut’nﬁa

or painfol treatment o
This is the only thoroughly equipped
voted to the cure and comnﬁ:n.?u deformities.
ination and consultation by mail or in person, free of all
» Referenoes furnished on application. ;

GLUB FEET o%.an7,Tariety, and at any reasonable sge, ean be made

L.
Inful treatment of any kind, and the resuls is nmugi,
in time at this institution, will result in no deformity;
Paralysis will slways be prevented; the bealth and stre
improved; the growth not interfered with. Plaster paris is
even in long standin 5
cases oan be correot
the new and improved methods in une here;
her jackets are neyer
employed. Names of patienta recentl
after all ordinary methods have failed
on application. J
can bo cured without surgical 4
H“’ BISEISE operations or coufining the ¥
P-uanu to bed. Abscesses, shortening deform:
ty and loss of motion should always be pre-
vented, and, if already present, can ususlly be
Hip Disouse “1""?:’1';.“‘2“‘.{“""’ o “radicany dipr
eases in a [ are cally dif-
o than those generally
employed, Write for information.

PARALYSIS and RESULTING DEFORMITIES
of afii

otlons has
tion for successful treatmens
les of the limbs, jointa, or feet, resnlting
aralysis, can glways be corrected wit.

eal operations or severe treatmens. Par-
alysis shonld never be neglected; children never
outgrow it; it Is nos inourable.

Hips, Hands, Limbs and def, 2
B-h?mtllm are lucuutn? e rn

s"dF"raTthpgan K

I# tolls of an experience of oyer 30 I“"l the treatment
sis and how these = o

.:'l' ognrﬂluns.

cLAIN ORTHO

are mild; no eutting,

ngth of the
never used.

&

ter prepara-

een made. De-

hount

treated witho:f Ppain,

conditio
ind. m?m- it.
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