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PRICE FIVE CENTS

WORLD MUST PAY
DEBT T0 BELGIUM

George Bernard Shaw Says Eng-
land and France Should Have
Saved Little Kingdom.

COULD FARE NO WORSE

Have Saved Their Own dnd
World’s Honor, but Can't
Live on Sympathy.

ﬁmyﬁarm_ﬁaw

BY GEORGE
It I were to

fine

BERNAKRD

HRY

SITAW.
Belelan that
butter parenips, he
wonder what on earth I meant.
That Js perhaps fortunate; for If ever
A natlon had to remind the
worlidd of that saving, It ts the Belgian
natlon at the present crisis,

I am ofraic many of us have a rather
complacement impression that France
and Britaln came in a very handsoine
way to the rescue of brave little Bel-
gium, and that It Is a noble trait in
their character that they have upheld
the treaty of London (1529) these sev-
enty-five yeuars for lieleium’'s benefit.
N w the King of the Lelginns Is far
t 3 ehivalrous to let fall one word In
¢ ritlielsm of that attitude, Therefore,

1o a
woras no

wotld

resson

/as gentlemen, we who are on the Fran-

co-British side must criticize 1t our-
selves. We must confess that though
Belglum. has saved us, we have not

saved Belgium. At the battle of Water-
loo the Britlsh lay down snugly behind
the ridge, and pliced the Helgian bri-

kade on the exposcd forward slope of It

to be hammered to picce=s by the ter-
rible dannonade and then ent to rib-
bong by the charges that routed our

own artillery., Anid some English writ-
ers were not ashamed Lo disparage Bel-
gian valor because the Britlsh squares
stood up to the charges at the top of

the hill when the uncovered Belgian
brigade fell before a hall of eannon
balls, No Belgian then complalined of

Lelng allotted the post of danger: it
was his right on his own soll to claim
it.

BELGIUM IS FOLND

AT I'OST OF DANGER

History repeated ifseif at Liege.
There, ton, Delgium was at the post|
af danger. There she held thie bridge

for the whole west of Europe agalnst

Prussin, amd never once looked back
to ask, “Where are tha French and
I3ritish?" Where, Indeed? Alas! it was
a long way to Tipperary;, and what

were Napoleon's twelve-poundérs and
twenty-four pounders to the Kaiser's
howitzers that from Impossible dis-
tances uld blow whaole forts into the
sky? Well, all the genvrals of
and France have sitnce come into the
field; but none of themn ean yet clalm
the laurel of the mathematician of
Liege who called his admliring cuptors
to witness that he had been taken alive
only because he had been taken in-
sensible. To hils magnificent warrior-
ship even ithe 'russians took off thelr
hate. Nothing that we can say nbout
it ean pay our debt to it.

For I repeat, France and Britaln did
not save Belglum, Lirge fell. Brussels
has fallen, and Antwerp, and Ghent,
and Bruges, and Ostend, TLouvaln has
heen sacked more scientifically  than
Temalil b}'_.‘*uw:lrrﬂw; towns like Ter-
monde have had the tiery charlot of
war driven to and fro over thelr eorpsces
untll they are thrice slaln, like the
dead In a lair's story: and the Belgian
covernment has been driven out Into
n forelgn land. What worse could
have happened to Belgium had she
stontl alone against the world? Well
may her encemy laugh to scorn “the
serap of paper” that guaranteed her
integrity. 1t will be time enough for
Belgium's friends to revile Germany
for that when they have made the
acrap If paper good,

For they must make It good, If
they do not drive the Germans out
of Belgium and offer thelr armles as
the guard of honor to the most popu-
lar monarch in BEurope on the day
when he takes his seat agaln on his
throne in Brusscls, they will be elther
dishonored or beaten.  If they sign a
treaty leaving the Kalser one square
inch of Belglon sofl execept under such
compulgion as would force Lhem to
sive him Portsmouth, Belfort and Ver-
lun asgs well, they may as well tear
up their fHags and live by letting 1odg-
ings to forelgners and cheating them
over thelr bills,

Most unfortunately for Belgiom, it
has been almost impossible hitherto
40 procure publicity for an adequate
neknowledgzment of this obligation or
w fale statement of her  cuase. The
horror Inspived by w # %0 zreat that
all the belligerent nations hegan by
ingisting that thoy were engaged in oo
defensive war. They would have It
that they were the innocent vietims
of an unscrupulous and unexpected ag-
gression.  Germany protests that she
14 defending her frontiers from a con-
spiracy of Franee with Russia and
Iingland to destroy her., Fngland until
very recently clalmed that she had
heen ‘rudely awnlkened from o dream
of perpetual peace by Germuny's vio-
lation of the treaty of 1839, guarantec-
ing the neuntrality of Belgium. Aus-
trin. was avenging an assassination.
Russin. wns rescuing a gallant little
Slavonie nation from Teutonie im-
perialiam. France wns wrestling with
# wanton finvasion, None of them
would admit any responsibility for the
wWar. Conseaquently none of them

(Continued on Last Page.)
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CANADIANS GO TO FRONT |

| Part of Contingent Glven Chance to

1 Show Fighting Abllitlens.

[Correspondence of Assocluted Press.)

LONDON, December 2i.—Part of the
Cunguediaen contingent, members of
‘whlrl: have been ruther restless under
Ilrninlm: on Eallsbury Plaine, has now
been pgiven i chance to show the men's
fighting abilitles in trenches In North-
ern France,

Princess Patricia’s regiment, largely
composed of men who have seen previ-
oud  sgervice, entralned yesterday for
Southampton, where they embarked for
i French port. They are to be fol-
lowed by Scottish reglments and later
Ly other units,

It was hoped when the contingent
arrived that the Canadians would form
an army of thelr own, but, being com-
posed of both experlenced fighters and
raw reerpuits, that was found Imprac-
tlcable unless the contingent were to
remaln In England Indefinitely.

Now tLhey are bielng sent out as they
become cllgible, and will
places with  British reglmments.  They
wlill not, however, lose their Indivi-
duality, and in time the main body will
o out ns the “"Canadian’ Contingent.”

The men have had a hard tlme on
Sallsbury Pluins, hut there has been
little grumbling. With transport mo-

tors and wagons continuously passing,
the camp has been churned Into a fleld
of mud, while the weather has proved

tryving to men used to the dry, brac-
ing atmosphere of Canada. Men who
came over with the Idea that thesy

were to be gent to the front immediate-
ly have buckled down to the routine
drill that tries the patience of all.

TO AID BRITISH FARMERS

Helginn Experta Will Inatruct in Sya-
tem of luteunive Cultivation.

LONDOXN, December 2;.—England Is
to reap benefits from the agricultural
s5kill of the Belglan farmers who are
| exiles In Great Britaln. To express
|appreciation of English hosplitality, the
Belgian Queen has suggested that ag-
| rleulturlsts  from her country In-
struct British farmers
of  Intensive
made Helgium

cultivation
famous.

which has
Arrangements

are being made to delegate Belgian ox- |

perts, who \\'IIJ direct thelr fellow-
cauntrymen in preparing English land
for intensive cultivation.

The Belgian knowledge of soll cul-
ture Is the secret of the great success
farmers of the UNitle kingdom have
achleved. A tiny tract of lund fs suf-
ficlent to support a Relgian famlly 'n
'eomfort, and the refugees are willing
(to import thelr knowledge to the!r
English hosts,

. FOR REPORTS ON TOBACCO

| Expert Agents Reconimend Extennsion
of Data on Imports.

WASHINGTON, January oS—Expert
| agents of the Census Bureau have
;r:.-oumm-;nded, after a careful Investi-
| gatlon, that imports of stocks of leaf
| tobaeco on hand Apri! 1 and October 1
?of each vear should he so compiled
a8 1o show the quantiiy of tobaces pro-
duced each vear, the quantity utilized
| In domestie manufacture, exported, im-
i]aul‘ll_'ll and on hand at the beginning
and end of the year,

The commlittee points out that, while
accurate statlstics for all those Items
are not avallable, such data as Is at
hand sghould be included, with proper
(explanation, and that if the data were
| perfected, It would be of great assist-
ance to all engaged In the tobacco In-
dustry.

I'resent reports required by law
give only the aggregate stock of to-
baeco In the hands of certain dealers
|and manufacturers other than original
Erowers.,

MEDALS FOR BRAVE SEAMEN

Premented to Men of the Iroonland
Who Hescued Velturno's Survivors,

NEW YORI, January 9.—Wililam C,
| Redfield, Secretary of Commerce, pre-
| sented to-day to Capta‘n Paul H. ISrei-
bohm a watch, and to thirty-nine offi-
cers and seamen of the Red Star Line
steamshlp Kroonland medals, awarded
to them by Congress for their rescue of
clghty-nine survivors of the steam-
ship Velturno, burned in mid-Atlantie
on October 9 and 10, 1913,

The watceh glven Captaln
hears an inseriptlion
heroie rescue. The Kroonland's second
officer, Fredericlkk Mansfield, and four
| other oflicera recelved gold medals, five
petty officers silver medals, and twenty-
nine seamen bronze medals. IZach
medal bore a draped figure polnting to
& burning steamer.

URGE INVENTORY OF GUNS

Officinls Want to Set alt Ment Mumors
of Snles to Warrlog Natlon.

WASHINGTON, January 9.—War De-
partment ofticinls here to-day believed
that an inventory taken by Secretary
Garrison, showing that none of the
government's discarded Krag-Jorgen-
sen army rifles had been removed from
arsenals since the Buropean war began,
would sot at rest persistent rumors
that they were belng sold to European
belligerents.

Secretary Garrison declared the gov-
ernment hid no present intentlon of
changing its order prohibiting sale of
the guns. He said there was no foun-
datlen for'the rumors, and that the
order to stop the sale of the guns was
Issued to muke sure that none reached
the Nghting natlons,

RESTAURANTS IN SCHOOLS

Cont of ‘:\uy Article on Meno Will He
1 Cent to the Chlidren.

NEW YORK, January 9.—Restau-
rants in twenty-four New York publle
schools will be opened next Tuesday,
and cooking claases under the guldance
of experienced teachers will serve lunch
to hungry pupils.

The cost of any article on the menu
will be 1 cent to the pupil, but to chil-
dren too poor to pay for food, tlchats
will be distributed by the teachers.

The lunches will conslst of a meat
stew or soup, frult and chocolate.

Krelbohm
mentioning the

KIPLING DESCRIBES
INDIAN TROOPS

Regiments From All Old-Known
Stations of East Curse Cool
Barrack Accommodation.

SMALL BLOCK OF ANGLO-INDIA

Rejoice in Keen Autumn Smells,
and Parade Long Streets Filled
With “Europe Shops.”

NY HUDYARD KIPLING.
(Copyright, 1915, by Rudyard Kipling.)
FIFTH ARTICLE.

take thelr |

Working from the east to the west
of England, through a countryside alive
| with troopa of all arms, the car came
| at dusk into a cathedral town entirely
inhabited by one type of reglment.
The telegraph offlee war an orderly
Jam of solid, large-made men, with
vears of discipline hehind them and the

[Correspondence of Assoclated Press.] |

tan of Indian suns on their faces—
Englishmen =till so fresh from the
| troop ships t(hat one of them asked
1me: “What's the dny o' the month?"

They were pdvising friends of thelr
arrival in England, or when they might
be expected on short pass at the week's
end; and the fresh-faced telegraph
girla behind the grilles worked with
slx palrs of hands aplece and all the
good will and patience in the world
to back them.

That same young woman, who, with
nothing to do, makes vou walt ten
 minutes for a penny stamp while she
finlshes a talk with a lady friend will,
at a crisiy, go on L1l she trops and
keep her temper throughout. ‘‘Well,
If that’'s her village,” I heard one of
the girls say to an anxious soul, I
tell you that that will be her telegraph
oflice, You leave it to me. She'll Egetl
It all rlght.”

In the Bystem |

Ife backed out. and a «dozen more
nuietly took his place. Their regi-
ments holled from all the old-known
statfons of the Enst and beyond that
| Into the Far Enast again. They cursed
| their cool barrack accommodation;
{they tejolced in the keen autumn
| #mells, and paraded the long street nll
[filled with “Europe shaps': while their
officers and their officers’ wives and, )
llhlnlt. mothers, who had come down to
| snateh a Ellmpse of their bovs, crowded
(e hotels, and the little unastonlshed
| Anglo=Indian children circulated round
!'the knees of Wig friends they had made
| aboard ship and asked, “Where are
I)‘ou golng now?"

One caught scraps of our old Eglpsy
talk—nmames of boarding-houses,
agents’ opddresses: “Milly stays with
mother, of course” “I'm taking Jnar
|tlown to school to-morrow. It's past
| balf-term, but that doesn't matter
| nowadays"; and cheery farewells he-
| tween men and calm-eved women,
cept for the frocke, it might have been
lan evening assembLly at any station
| band stand in India.
| Outeide on the surging pavements a
|smn|l boy erled, “Paper! Evening
i paper!" Then seductively, “Kargus!"

“What? 1 said, think my nk'n back-
ward-turning mind had cheated me.
| “Dekke! Kargus,” eaid he, ("Look
| here: Paper!")

"Why on earth d'you sayv that?*
| “Because the men like it," he replied,
{snd slapped an evening paper (no
|change for a penny) into the hand of
i:|. man in a helmet.
| Who shxll say that the English are
:not adaptabla?
| The car swam bonnet-deep through
(& mile of troops: and a mile up the
| road one could hear the deep hum of
|all those crowded streets that the
catherdal bells were chiming over. It
was only a small block of Anglo-India
getting ready to take its place in the
[ail-do\'ourmn’ line.

Screw Guns,

An hour later at (shall we
ever be nble to name people and places
outright again?) the wind brought up
one whiff —one unmistakable whiff—of
ghl. Somewhere umong the

were native troops.
in the dark and set off half a dozen
others,

It was screw guns—batteries of them
—waliting thelr turn also at the game.
Morning showed them In their im-
maculate lines as though they had just
marched in from Jutogh—little, low
guns with their ammunition; very big
|Englinh gunners in disengaged atti-
tudes, which, nevertheless, dld not en-
courage stray clvillans to poke and peer
into things; and the native drivers all
busied over thelr charges.

True, the wind was bitter, and many
of the drivers had tled up their heads,
hut so one does at Quetta In the cold
wedather—not to mention Peshawur—
and, said a nalek of drivera: "It Is not
the cold for which we have no liking.
It Is the wet. The English alr {8 good,
but water falls at all seasons. Yet,
notwithstanding, we of this battery
fand, oh; the prifde men can throw into
A mere number!) have not lost one
mule. Nelther at sea nor on land have
we one lost. That can bhe shown,
sahlb.”

Then one heard the deep, racking
tobacco cough In the lesa of a ten!
where four or five men—Kangra folk,

by the look of them-—were drinking
tobacco out of a cow'm horn. Thelr
own country’s tobucco, be sure, for
Knglish tobacco—— Rut there was
no need Lo explain. Who would have
dreaved to smell bazaar tobaceo on a

Houth country golf links?

A large proportion of the men are.
af courae, Sllkha, to whom tebacco is
forbidden; the Havildar mnajor hlmn-
nelf was a High of the Sighs. He
spoke, of all things in this strange
world, of the Inte Malachi McAullffe's
monumantal book on the Hikh re.
liglon, saying, not without warrant,
that McAuliffo Sahib had translated
Into English muech of the Holy Book—
the great Grunth Sahib that llves at
Amritzar, ‘

e enlarged, too, on the nanclent
prophecy among the Slkhe—that a
hatted race should some day come out
of the sen and lead them Lo victory all

(Continued on Third Page.)
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BROKER KILLS HIMGELF !

WHEN HISFIAM SUSPENDS

G. F. Stringer, Jr., Found Dead Soon |
After Announcement of Failure |
on Floor of Exchange.

HAD SPECULATED IN WHEAT

Badly Caught on- Short Side, and
Loses Money Belonging to His Cus-
tomers and Friends—Wrongdoing
Preys on Mind.

NEW YORK, January 8.—gG, B
Stringer, Jr., junior member of the|
Stock Exchange firm of Stringer & Co., !
shot himself and died Instantly in his!
oflice shortly after the suspension of |
the irm wus announced to-tday on the
floor of.the Stock Exchunge.

To the asensationul rise in  wheat |
within the past few days wus attrib- |

uted the failure of the firm by €. A,
Decker, its counsel. Mr, Decker said !
that Stringer & Co. had leen “hadly |

icaught on the short side’ of the mar- |

A mule squealed !

!

jattained his muajority.

tzation

ket, and had failed for about S16G0,000,

The firm of Stringer & Co., was or-
wanlzed May 23, 1912, It consisted of
G. F. Stringer, Sr., and his son, of the
same name. At the time of its organi-
the younger Stringer had not
Recently, after
he had reached the age of L\'-'(-nty-on--.‘
he was admitted as a partner. He was|
married,

A few minutes before the opening of
the Stock Exchange to-day Stringer,
Jr., left his own oflice and entered
that of the Guan Ajuate Development !
Company, in which the firm of H!rin.vvri
& Co. had an interest. When the ex- |
change opened the fallure was an-|
nounced, Soon afterward the body of
Mr. Stringer was found lying on the |
floor under a desk In the development
company's office, with n revolver a fow
feet away. ¥For more than an hour no
announcement wns made of Mr, String-
er's death. "He had shot himself in the
mouth,

The firm did a eommission business
of small proportlous. IYor several yvears
it had been Interested in Mexlean prop-
ertles, especially ninlng companies,
Unseltled condltlons In Mexico, it was
sald, embarrassed the flrm fnanclally,
and Its suapension was attributed pri-
marily to that.

C. A. Decleer, counsel for the firm,
gnld he knew of no reason why Stringoer
should kill himself. ale

Mr. Decker issued later n statement,
in which he eald:

“The sulelde of Mr. Stringer and the
failurae of the firm are due to the fact
that the young man for the past month
hitd been speculating in the wheat mmar-
ket with the money of his friends and
his customers., When the market went
agalnst him, with Its heavy resulting
losees, he declded to end It all. e
told his father of his financial condi-
tion yesterday.

“Young Stringer was an ideal yvoung
man. He was devoted to his wife and
young baby, and was a loving =son. I
firmly belleve that his speculations In
the whent market wero the firat aml
only wrong act he ever took part in|
in his life. The loas of his friends’ and
customers’ money so preyed on  his
mind that he thought only death could

| vieted

atone for his mlstaks"

BLEASE GRANTS PARDONS
101,500 PAROLED PERSONS

With One Sweep of Pen, Restores
Citizenship to Hundreds of
Tormer Convicts.

SIGNS DECREE IN RED INK

Action Will Increase to 3,165 Total
Number Who Have Received Ex-
ecutive Clemency During His Four
Yeurs' Term—RBreanks All Records.

s,

COLUMBITA,
pardons

C., January 5%—Full
1,600 persons
Carolina of
paroled

to about
South

nnd

con-

in various

rimnes slnee January 1,

(1810, were granted to-day by Governor
| Hlease,

In aldition to this number, who were

lineluded in a blanket pardon, and none |

of whom is now in the penitentiary or
In prison camps, the Governor also to-
dny granted clemeney to thirty-four
conviets In the State prison amd en-

gaged on public works in the various

counties.  Of this latter number, eigh-
teen were pardoned, ten paroled and
six were given commutations of sen-

ienee; seven had been convicted of mur-
or and ten of manslaughter,

S MINE 5 PAOBLEM

]

!

The Governor had prepared a speclal |

decree granting full pardons to those
paroled sinee January, 1911, and with
one sweep of his pen, In aflixing-his
name to this deecree, he restored eltl-
zenship  to approximately 1,500 men
and women, who collectively hnd been
found guilty of violating virtually
every lnw of the State.
Governor HBlease sligned the
pardon In red ink.

blanket
e aceepted as cor-
rect the estimate of attaches of his
office that his action to-day would in-
creasze (o 3,160 the total number of par-
dong, paroles and commutatjons of sen-
tence which he has granted gince he as-
sumed the oflice of Governor four years

HY
Aveording to the best Information
obtilnable here, this places Governor
Blease's record for pardons above that
of any Covernor of any Stnte.
Governor  Blease will retire  from
office on January 19 next.

QUIET CELEBRATION URGED

I"'cople Axked to Posipone Publle Fes-
fivities on Knisner's Birthday.

AMSTERDAM. Janunry 9 ivia Lon-

| don),~-The Prussinn Minlstry of Siate,

according to a Berlin dispateh to the
Telegraaf, has issued n notice that, “in
view of the seriousness of the times, the
greater publie festlvities such as din-
ners aud thentricals should be post-
puned on the occaslon of the forth-
coming birthday of the Kalser, Jan-
uary 27."

“On the other hand,” the notlce con-
tinues, “eelebrations approprinte to the
sfgnificance of the day are contem-
plicledd for all ereeds,”

The Cologne Gazette anys Gormans in
Vienna are planning to send 1,000,000
posteards, bearing Emperor Willlam's
portralt, to the Emperor on his birth-
day as a greeting, The Gazette de-
precates the Idea, and hopes Its pro-
posers will abandon It,

WHEN WASHED ASHORE

This Terrible Enemy of Shipping
Dangerous to Those Who Attempt
Its Destruction.

18

HOW IT ACCOMPLISHED

British Mine Presents Most Difficul-
ties, Beilng Muade in One Piece.
Those of French and Dutch Are
Comparatively Simple.

AMSTERDAM,
mine

January 5—The
Is a problem after it has
heen washed ashore, and for those who
inust }ieatrn}‘ it this terrible enemy of
shipping offers it

Hen
oven

the same danger

does to the crew of the vessels it hap- |

pens to wreck. This Is the discovery
made by the men under Licutenant .
J. Canters, of the Amsterdam torpedo-
boal  station, wiho has been charged

by the Duteh government with the de-
struction of the mines that are washed
ashore nlong the Netherlund const.
So far, no serious accldent has come
to the men who render the stranded
sen mines innocuous by exploding them
where they are found., But there have
been many narrow csenpes, due mostly
Lo the facl that the English mines enn-
not be taken apart, as can the Freneh
and Duteh mines. In ease of the lat-
ter, the shell of the mine consists of

two half-spheres, united by o flange
and rivets, while the BEngllshi mine
shell Is cast in one plece and then
loaded through a “manhole.”

While it would be possible to remove
the cover of the manhole, this is con-
aldered too dangerouw, for the reason
that the very sensitive initial charga
of the mina lles close to the aperture,
Thig leaves but one method In which
the mine may be destroyed—expladae
It, case and all. The fragments of the
shiell Ay far and wide; one of them,
welghing  six  pounds, was recently
found 600 yvards from the scene of (he
explosion.

Of cighty-three mines on which re-
ports hive been made so far by Lioy-
tenant Canters, seventy were of M-
Hish origin, or natlonallty as it Iy ex-
pressed here: four were French and
ecight Duteh, while the remalulng one
could not be identified. These figurey
show thut the task of the mine de-
stroyers has been no pleasant one, He-
Ing hit by a fragment of the =hell was
a chance the men took every time they
attempted the disablement of an Fng-
lsh mine.
FRENCH SEA MINE

IS BASILY DISIPOSED O

The French sea mine s more easily
dispoucd of.
broken open with a light chargae of
plerie acld; the charge of guncotton
Is then removed, and exploded without
scattering a haill of iron In all direc-
tlons, The operatlion resembles almost
that of opening a walnut with a knite
and In a way Is just as ensy,

rersm—— s S ——— =
Munchester linnk Meeting,

The stockholders of the Manchester
Natlenal Bank will hold thelr annual
meeting on Tuesday at noon In the
quarters of the bank at Tenth and Hull
Strect. Officers for the coming year
will be elected.

SHIP-PURCHASE BILL
S ONLY SOLUTION

McAdoo Discusses Problem of
Building Up Adequate Amer-
ican Merchant Marine. :

MAKES SPEECH AT CHICAGO

Matter Not a Partisan Question,
but Policy Long Indorsed
by Both Parties.

CHICAGO, January 9.—Seccretary Me-
Adoo declared to-night in a speech to
the Commercial Club of Chicago that
the adminlistration ship purchase bill,
now pending offers the
only solution of the problem of how
to bulld up an adequate American mer-
chant marine. Tt promises, he sald, to
overcome many of the obstacles the
Huropean war lhias thrust in the path
of Ameriean trade expansion u'm'l to
help prosperity,

The ereatlon of an Amerlean mor-
chiant marine, he argued, s not n parti-
san question, but a poliey which has
received the indorsement of hoth the
Democratic and Republican partiea for
thirty-five years. Failure of the Re-
publlican party to legislate to that end,
in twenly years of power, he sald,
showed it the more culpuble.

“The Democratic party,” he added,
“now has the power ta Il islate, and it
will be equally culpable if it falls' to
act. It will be even more culpable, if
it dogg nothing, since the emergency
ereated by the European sar has ém-
phaslzed, as nothing else could hh_‘\'z
done, the supreme folly of subjectihg
the forelgn commerce of this great na-
tion to the hazards of ocean tranapor-
tation under the flags of nations I{Qj\'
engaged in the most glgantic war of all
time. Regardless of these hazards; it
Is even greater folly from an economic
point of view, to continue deliberiately
the policy of trying to bulld up a Ereat
foreign trade by leaving to our rivals
Lthe control of the vitally hnportant in-
strumentalities of ocenn trunsportatjon.
So long as our competitors own the
ships they make the rates, they con-
trol the seryice, and they determing
the routes. With this power it is easy
to favor thelr own commerce and dia-
eriminate against ours, 5

“So long as England commands the
sea, our commerce will not be stopped.

In Congress,

In thiy case the shell is |

But who can foreteil the eventunlities
of a great war? It Is inconceivable
| that a daring German squadron ml;,.*ht.
zet into the Atlantle and play havoc
with our commerce in British bottoms.
Na one can tell how, lang +he guar wjll
laat, and every day that It continues
‘Dur foreign trade 1R EULBIEOUTS Tts vidlas
situdes and dangers, Is it fair to our
producery, our merchants und our man-
ufacturers to force such risks upon
them? Ave we justified in putting the
prosperity of our country in needless
Jeopardy
UNPRECEDENTED
IN OCEAN FREIGHT RATES
The secretary polnted out that the
withdrawal of 13 per cent of the world's
total steam tonnage—which hefore the
wir amounted to 45,400,000 tons—had
operated to increase ocean freight rates
in unprecedented fashion. The lack of
American hottoms and the fact that
neutral ships eannot be depended upon
;'Ima practelally destroyed the trade of
jthe United States with some of the bel-
| Hgerent nations in noncontraband arti-

INUREASE

cles.  Mr. McAdoo referred to the in-
crease Iln rates, and said that on wll’
commodities it has amounted to be-

tween 50 and 300 per cont, whether car-
| gnes were for English, RBuropean -or
| Mediterranean ports, :
“These enormous inereases,” he said,
[ “constitute a heavy tax on the Amerpi-
can producer.  They are rellected in
the lessencd prices whileh he has heen
jeompelled to take for his product. The
inereasced cost of carrying  Ameridan
produce and commodities to BEuropdan
borts since the war broke out runs ifito
milllons. '
“This greal sum represents a ht‘.:i.lill,\"
toll that has been exacted by forei n
steamship owners from Amerlean sh ns
pers and producers. 1t is, in effect, a
penalty they are paying for the fall-
ure of Amerlean politicians to CaTRy
out their repealed promises to the
Americnn people. Forelgn owners may
increase thelr rates overnight, arbi-
trarlly—we have no power to prevent
it—and we must pay the price or stop
our shipments, Already our commerca
is being Injured and our prosperity is
Iing retarded by the relentless hand
of tribute which lies heavily upon. lt,
and which will He more heavily upon
it with cuch day that passes, because
ocean frelght rates are still rising,”
OFPFORTUNITY KNOCKING
AT DOOR OF NATION
Opportunity to grasp a large amount
fof trade Is knocking at the door of the
nation, the seeretary declared, but busi-
ness men must have assurance of ocean

transportation  under the American
Mo, equal In quality, reliabiUty and
regularity with BEuropean competitors.

“American trade in foreign markets,”
e sald, “will follow transportation un-
the American Mag and thrive as {t
never dld before. The markels of the
world are before us—the Orlent as well
a8 South America. Enterprise and cour-
age are needed to secure them."

Mr. MecAdoo urged that efforts to
build up a merchant marine through
ship subsidy had falled, that changes
in the navigation laws, with reduced
lwages to American seamen, would not
be tolerated, and that the policy of dis-
eriminating tariff cduties favorlng Im-
ports In American ships had begen
proved unworkahle. Guarantesas ' of
prineipal and interest of bonds lssued
by private corporations engaged in
shipping, he sald, was not worthy, of
serious cohslderation. The alternative
left to those who wish to see tha
American flag Niying In every port was
in the bl now In Coengress, with Ita
private corporation, of which the gov-
ernment shall own 61 per cent of the
stock. -}y

The main objection to that plan, he

der

L

" (Continued on Third Page.)

pointed out, has been, that it puts the

r
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