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Conference

ARRIVAL In this country of the British
mission headed by Foreign Minister Hal-

four is joyful news. Now that the voyage
has ended in safety. The Times-Dispatch is

¦willing to confess that it had been getting a

little worried a little fearful 'hat something
unpleasant had happened to our distinguished
guests. Hut that's all over now, and our

friends and ourselves may get down to work.
There is much to discuss and much to do.
Time might he taken, though, to give Mr.
Balfour an opportunity to address a joint
session of the Congress of the United States.
He has a message which Congress ought to
hear from his own lips.

On paper, the volunt
le pa pi

records.

w.. mi- .i.ii.n.eer system is fine: hut
the paper on which It is fine is not enlistment

A Worthy Fund

ELSEWHERE in this issue of The Times-
Dispatch the American Army Relief

Society appeals to the public for contribu¬
tions to its fund to provide relief in cases
of emergency for dependent widows and
orphans of officers and enlisted men of the
regular army of the United States. The of¬
ficers of the society are chosen from among
the best-known and most public-spirited men
and women in the country.

Since the formation of the society in 1900,
it has worked quietly without one appeal
to the general public, and has expended an¬

nually many thousands of dollars for the re¬
lief of the. dependents of American soldiers.
The demands upon the society' aro now

greatly enlarged, and it becomes a patriotic
duty of American citizenship to contribute
for its work as liberally as possible.

Those strikes in munition factories in Ger¬
many may be due to the fact that some of
the Kaiser's agents thought they were in
America

Not State Troops Now

MARYLAND'S troops will he cordially re¬
vived in Virginia, of course, in spite

of the feeliiiK of Stat e pride that prompted
Home objection to their coming, on the ground
that Virginia soldiers could guard Virginia's
pafety. Rut. more than that, they should he
^relcomed becad4"" thf*h- dispatch to \"irginia
signifies a wholesome determination to na¬
tionalize in every possible rcspsct the or¬
ganized militia of the States.

At all time?, and particularly at this time,
jthe country's military forccs should he re¬
garded as a national arm, not as separate,
sectional institutions Virginia's quota was
enlisted in Virginia, and Maryland's in Mary¬land. hut both form part of the American
army and both ;ire subject to perform duty#nywhere in America or overseas.

Earnest women are advocating a uniformto be worn by women during the war as a
measure of -economy We nominate any one
Cl last spring s druses

F.nliMment for Home Defence

FROM the Mayor's office comes the reportthat the appeal for enlistment in the
Home Defense League lias resulted In -a
gratifying number f volunteers for this im¬
portant service These volunteers, however,have applied for enrollment in undue propor¬tion from th' Secrr.l Police District, whilethe other . w dt-.-'riets ha\ . not supplied their
expected quotas The Second District takes
in the who':' <<{ 'Mc-morni west of SeventhStreet and north ¦>! the river; the First Dis¬trict comprises the section ea*t of Seventhiritreet and n< rth of ti.e .iv.-i and the ThirdDistrict include? »:.«. whole territory southof the James

It needs no a!i - ist *». ;io :it out that there
are tar rnorf danger points in -he First andThird Police District than in the Second.Surely, it is only :.<¦ ary u. .nform the
men of those iwn - ri*. ts= tha» they arefailing to me the of an¬other section of th<- city

Those two men who ¦. j«s« had 5S2
quarts of whisky turned over to tb^ni byorder of court will tind 1. . t fn« : )* waitinglor them when they gr- home :o NorthCarolina

Singer- and Mu*iriiii)*-hi|>
p ICHAHD HAGKMAN. one of the Mftro-

. I\ politat; Opera <onduct>rs recentlyaroused a storm of pp>:e < by a.-.-erting that
comparatively few singers ar<- also goodmusicians Some a hat along the same line.ibut more specifieajlv reduced if? a statementby Musical America's Mephisto that operatenors are rarely a-> thine except beautifulvoices. This opinion is a ho certain to be

disputed, but as a matter of fact both Mr.
Hageman and Mephlsto are right, and the
roason is not hard to And.

Real singing voices, properly trained, are
scarce. Fine voices aro rare,, and If their
possessors have devoted the timo and effort
necessary to their schooling, they have had
little ttnio to study sheer music. Moreover,
given a voice and voice training, tho singer
can find dozens of competent coachos who
can drill htm in special songs, oratorios or
operas. In other words, tho voice itself,
coupled with Us training, is enough of musi¬
cal equipment to satisfy most 6ingers, and
their public.

And all this is especially true of tenors.
Theirs Is the rarest of all voices; wherefore
it is always In demand. For every good
tenor voice, there are scores of good baritones
and basses. Therefore, for a low-voiced man
to succeed he must be more than a good
voice, while the tenor need only be a tenor.
The whole thing narrows down to a question
of supply and demand.

It would he a gracious act if Nicholas
Romanoff were to write IiIb cousin, William
Hohenzollern, that he could always find room
for him at Tsarskoe-Selo.

Country Sees n Light

SENTIMENT In favor of compulsory mili¬
tary service, at least in the present

exigency, grows throughout the country.
That it has the support of a large majority
of the people is increasingly evident every
day. That it will become the law of the land
also is evident, for the Senate approves the
proposition overwhelmingly, and recent polls
of the House reveal that 200 members, only
eighteen less than a majority, are committed
to this measure of wisdom and justice.

There are 100 members who have declined
to say how they will vote. That at least
eighteen of these will be converted, if they
have not already been converted, to the gen¬
eral staff plan admits of no doubt.

The swing in Congress is altogether toward
acceptance of the views of military expertB.
A week ago a poll of the House showed only
13S votes for the selective draft system.
There has been a gain of sixty-two votes in
that period. The movement continues.
Members of Congress are hearing from tho
folks "back home," and they hear also the
voices of reason and experience.

The fact, is that the propriety of compul¬
sory service, operating equally on the whole
population, has become fixed in the public
mind. Its obvious falrne63 appeals to all.
With the benefits which this adherence to
what seems a new principle confers on the
country go certain detriments, the most con¬
spicuous of which is a weakening of the
volunteer spirit. We have seen It here In
Richmond. Men who are willing to do their
full share in the cause of their country de¬
cline to do more than their share. Expecting
the army bill to become a law and ready to
answer the call when it comes, they retuse
to anticipate that call.
To The Times-Dispatch there Is tragedy in

this, for the spirit of the Virginia of the
sixties is not the spirit of the Virginia of
to-day. It hurts us to observe any lessening
of the old martial impulse, which made Vir¬
ginia glorious on a hundred fields. None the
loss, the change has come, not in this State
only, but throughout the country, and It must
be reckoned with. It Is plain to all that
compulsory service is not only wise and Just,
but necessary. The citizen must be sum¬
moned to fight exactly as he 1b summoned
to pay his taxes or serve on the Jury. So
summoned, he will respond, and that he will
do his duty well everybody knows.

It is the nation's imperative obligation to
organize at once a great army, adequately
trained, properly officered, supplied with all
the munitions and accessories of war, and
ready for duty in any field. Every delay
postpones the termination of the war and
prolongs the period of sacrifice. Now that
Germany has become our enemy, as well as
the enemy of Britain, France, Russia and
Italy, it. is disgraceful for us to play less
than our full part in that enemy's defeat.
Calmly to contemplate the deaths of thou¬
sands in our cause is impossible to national
self-resncct.

Nor is this all. An army Is as necessary
to the safety of the United States as it is the
honor of the United States. Even if the war
should end in six months, which is whollyimprobable, the great questions to be settled
at the peace conference are vital to this
people, and only a great military power can,
or will, have a voice in their decision.

Bitter experience has taught us that to
trust to voluntary enlistments, however great
the emergency, is to lean on a broken reed.

Movie producers are going to confer about
reducing the exorbitant salaries paid film
favorites. Another blow at pure art.

N'LV a great emergency would justify theV-/ drastic, legislation which is proposed to
control the food supplies of the country, but
the emergency exists. The United States has
not only Its own needs to think of, but the
needs of the nations with which it is joined
in war on Germany. In order that the war
may he waged with largest efficiency, we must
produce enormously and at the same time
practice every economy.

This involves, first of all, that "complete
survey of the food supply of the nation,"which is contemplate^. it involves price-fixing. although, of course, this power shouldbe exercised wisely, so as not to discourageproduction. It involves improved means of
conservation and of distribution. In the last
analysis, if the need should come, it involves
an absolute food dictatorship.

Whether the more drastic of these powersshall ever be exercised depends on the Helf-
restraint and good sense of the people. Fqodhoarding is the height of unwisdom, for it
will encourage waste, further disarrange dis¬
tribution and make strict government con¬
trol more immediately necessary. In the
meantime, however, a legislative start mustbe. made

j The whole country will approve the Inter-
| st.it«' Commerce Commission's tentative agree-| ment to grant an increase, in freight rates.
Railroads should not he expected to be bene¬
ficial institutions; they are charged with
public, duties, and the public, through its
governmental agencies, exercises control over
them. But they must be allowed reasonable
re'urns on their investment.

Whei. a man's trunk containing thirty-six
perfectly good pints is confiscated by the
police he begins to understand what fright-fulness means.

Ci<--rmany denies that any C-boat 1b in the
western Atlantic. That denial Increases the
probability that several are on this side.

Food Conservation

SEEN ON THE SIDE
An Annual Vlallor.

Arc you weary, do you Huffor,.
As tho heat rays tumblo down?

Ho you feel like any dulTcr
Who has Bought to pHlnt the town?

Do you find that you Hre grieving
liver work you have to do?

Do you find yourself believing
You Bhould loaf u month or two?

Do you lone the good Intention.**
Over which you loved to gloal?

Does each tusk of small dimension*
llang around and got your goat?

Do you wake up In the morning
Mating like the deuce to rise?

Are you filled with bitter scorning
Of each useful enterprise?

Does a languor, pestilential.
Hover o'er you throygh the day?

Do you find a spur essential
Krc you're started on your way?

Are you sure tho fates allot you
All life's hardest games to win?

Then the old spring fever's got you.
And. of course, you feel llko sin!

The PrMlmliit Naj«t
Speaking of patriotism, now that you've got

It, what are ypu going to do with it?

Not In III* I.lne.
"Is t'holly l.itebrane going to connect

with the home-gArden movement?"
"I think not. So far as t can learn,

agricultural activities are confined to
Cain."

Snmll DlflTerpnee, tn.Thou.
Gruhbs.How did Dauber manage to sell that

cubist landscape of his to Mrs. Lotserox? 1
thought she had decided to confine her collec¬
tion to portraits.
Stubbs.It was easy enough. Dauber simply

renamed his painting "Paul Revere's Kide," and
Mrs. Dotserox accepted.it at once.

To-Ilny'a Drat Ilnnd-Pleked Joke.
Robert Henri, the New York artist, told a

Whistler story at the Art Students' league.
"There was no pose about Whistler." he said.
"Once In a Paris class he was conducting he

did not like the red background to a study he
had commenced, and so he covered it with
brown.
"But the red showed through, so he scraped

out the brown and put gray in its place.
Still the red showed. He took up his palette

knife and began to scrape afresh, saying to a
student who was reverently watching him:

"'I suppose you know what I'm trying for
here?' i

"'Oh. yes. sir!' exclaimed the student.
"'Well, it's more than I do,' said Whistler,

and. seizing his hat, he made off.".Washington
Star.

Here's How.
It's well enough to stand and hear
"Star-Spangled Banner" played,

But largely better t_o appear
Beneath that banner's shade

With those who've seen their duty clear
And who are not afraid.

Books and Authors
"Come Out of the Kitchen." the popular

romance by Alice Duer Miller, the dramatization
of which has been so successful on the New
York stage, Is equally popular in its hook form.
The Century Company has recently announced
Its sixth reprinting.
The very newest book, and one that we* can

recommend to the people of Richmond, is
Frances Duncan's "The Joyous Art j?f Uarden-
lng" (Scribners).as full of spring as it sounds
. which not only tells you how to make things
grow, hut also how to beautify everythingabout the place.gates and fences and back
yarns.and, what Is most indispensable in a
garden book, there is an infinity of illustration.
Although we Americans were practically the

first to fiv, yet now we can learn a good deal
from France, for they have gone ahead and
developed aviation to an extent we in this
country hardly realize. An Idea of the use of
aeroplanes In the war is given by Carroll Dana
Winslow in his new book, "With the French
Flying Corps." The book Is illustrated with
photographs taken by Mr. Winslow from the
aeroplane.
The publishers have officially confirmed the

rumor that there is in preparation a novel which
gives a fearless picture of the workings of our
State Department in time of crisis, as well as
a presentation of life in an American embassy.This book will he entitled "The American Am¬
bassador." and is by an American diplomatistwho styles himself "l-awrence Byrne, a noni
de plume employed, as his publisher^ suggest,"for obvious reasons." It is expected late in
the spring.

himself

Cholly's
raising

The anonymous author of the recently pub¬lished hook, "Lose Weight and He Well." has
collected many stories of persons of abnormal
weight. The worst of these, she says, "wan theclassic case, of Daniel Lambert. which I came
across in my reading. T had heard of a gar¬ment that was immensely too large for it'swearer.that "it hung on him like Daddy Lam¬bert's waistcoat.' but I had never known before
the full meaning of the saying. Daniel Lam¬bert. I learned at this time, was born in 1770and died in 1S09, and weighed at the time of
his death 7.1!> pounds: lie was an Englishman,and, unfortunately for himself, antedatedHanting and the latter's physician. Dr. Harvey,who prescribed the diet which reduced Hanting
so satisfactorily. Lambert was said to be theheaviest man that ever lived."

A brief section out of the eventful and
strenuous life of David, the great King ofIsrael, has been made the basis for a stirringnovel of adventure and incident by CaptainCharles Hudson, a retired army officer, wholives now in Southern California. He has takenthat portion of David's life when he had totiee from the animosity of Haul and live as anexile and outlaw In mountains and desert withhis followers. But David was essentially a manof action, and. wherever he set his foot, whether
as shepherd, outlaw or king, things happened.The period of his exile was a busy time, andCaptain Hudson lias woven front the meagerhih!itai account as breathless a novel as anyniod'-rn scene could yield. It Is rich In thelocal color of the time, and historically accuratein e\ery way. The story is called "The Uoyal. niLaw." and will be published about the mid¬dle of May by 15. I'. Dutton & Co.
Th» valor and gallantry of the. Canadian

troops at Viniy Ridge and other recent battleslend additional interest to the story of theachievements of the Canadians in the westernbattle zone as told by Herbort Rae in "MapleLeaves in Klanders Fields." which K. P. DuttonCo. have ready for publication. The accountof the formation of the lirst Canadian con¬
tingent. Its training, its journey to Kurope. andhow it took part In the. action during the fol¬lowing months is all told in a spirited style,with plenty of anecdotes and stories of jestsand fun. along with tales of hard work andfighting and wounds. The author, who writes
under an assumed name, was a member of theforce. The hook should have an appeal forVirginians, since quite a number from thisState are fighting with the Canadians on the
western front.

The Voice of the People
Aa an evidence of Rood faith, letter* mast

five the name and addrean of the writer. NameI it nut he published If writer ao requests.Make nil communication* short.

I-'irat American FIik In the Weal.
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.Permit a historical correction. The

tirst American flag raised west of the. Mississippi
was at St. Louis. Mo., May 11, 1S04.
The Spanish governor of the town, ignorant

that Louisiana had been ceded by Spain to
l-'rance. which sold the province to the United
States, had refused the Lewis and Clark ex¬
ploring expedition admittance into St. Louis.
The Americans bad been forced to winter onth« cast bank of the Mississippi. On May ft.I HOI, the Spanish tlag was lowered. As an actof court«sy the French flag was run up fortwenty-four houre. On May 11,1504, the Ameri-

can flag was formally raised III sign of poesoa-alon of tho Territory of Louisiana.
MKS. C. 11. ANIlKltSOfc.

Ivy Depot, Va.. April 1(5.
i

Chlokcni FofN of (iordfiii.
To the Kd1 tor of The Times-DlBpntch:.¦<ir..Ar« you aware that one of the main
readout, for a lack of Interest III th"e universalgarden movement among many Is due to the
depredations of tho ehlckena owned hy their
neighbor*. who. as a rule, exhibit a total tils-
regard for tho rights of others and allow tholrfowls to run at large? It Is a waste of tiino
and newspaper apace to exploit and urge tho
extension or the garden movement when tho
curse of chicken-roving prevails as It docs In
certain seel Ions of Richmond, eBpoclall> In theWent i^iul Many an unfencod vacant lot will
not be utilized because of llils. as the writerknows from experience. And. furthermore, even
a fenced yard Is not immune In this respect.and our front lawns.Heaven help us! for Itdoes not peem that the city lias done anythingto protect us from this. evil. Kalelgh, N. C..has just passed a very drastic measure In this
connection. Imposing heavy tines wheneverchickens are allowed off the premises of their
owners, each day constituting' a separate of¬fense. Why cannot Richmond do tho same'."Was there ever a better time to suppress the"hard-boiled" citizen who thinks his birdsshould be allowed to roam as they please?Ono can fight hall and frosi and attend to theoccasional dog and cat, but It Is wholly im¬possible to suppress a certain brand of chleken-rovlng owners without an ordinance with teethto It. I.et us have one Just as soon as thoauthorities can get to It. or else It's "Goodevening" to a largo percentage of the gardenmovement and Increased food production.

... A SUVK10UKR.Richmond. April IS.

In llehnlf of the Negroes.
To the Kdltor of The Tlmcs-Dlspatch:Sir...lust a line concerning a subject thatseems to be doveloping some solicitude andniu.-h discission (newspaper and otherwise» inthis, a perilous, period, namely, "The Uprisingor Revolt of Our Colored Citizens." Horn andra^ed In the South, with a fairly good knowl¬edge of the negro character. I desire to say » ithei'' defense that such a course, In my judg¬ment. is far from probable. 1 might add. nextto Impossible.

l.oiiiing back to the war of ihe Confederacy,a pcrlou when even the .|Ucstlon of their free¬dom \sas thti chief issue, and remembering Hiefact that in nearly every home they wore thewardens, so to speak, while their masters .....reabsent engaged in war, such an appt enon. i<>n
seeniv unwarranted and. I might city, un¬charitable. Dgrlng this period, almost anyslave. man or woman .would have stood at ihe
gate a ml carved from head to foot any assailantof the master's home, I believe this is litera'lytrue When you compare this relationship. 1might say, with any history from the beginningof the world, there is nothing more beautiful,and we must not now allow ourselves for a
moment to feel that this race of our cit^enswill ever raise their hands In such a manneragainst the people with whom they were rainedfrom childhood. There are some bail negroes,there were Rome bad Indians, anil I guess nowand then we might run across a few bad mem¬bers of almost any race, but, speaking for mycommunity, and for other communities withwhich I am familiar, 1 desire to say th.tt thecolored race as a whole Is far removetl from a
condition that would permit such a measure;in fact, in many respects they are to I.*- com¬mended for their efforts In life, and in a i;riHtcrisis like this it will behoove us all to ap¬proach close to that beautiful language to tiefound in our Idtany, "That it ma> please Thee
to strengthen such as do stand; and to comfortand help the weak-hearted; and to raise upthose who fall: and dually to beat down Satanunder our feet; we beseech Thee to hear us.good Lord.'"
Many Instances of crime have arisen with thecolored race, some almost unmentionable, but1 am sure this character belongs to a verylimited number, and the stronger members need

our counsel and "helping hand" to encouragethem to classify themselves, so to speak, and
to set their faces hard against the vicious ele¬
ment to which I refer, hooking back over the
past fifty years, there Is much in their situationwhich commands sympathy, and 1 know thatthe people of the South tire their truest friends.Starting life, as it wore, without education, andIn most cases without a penny, their only asset
was the heritage of character instilled by theirformer owners, and It has not yet waned, eventhough the first forty years of their freedom
was to a large extent wasted in the delusion of
politics, chiefly through tho Ingenuity of carpet¬baggers and designing politicians.

At the close of the Civil War It would havebeen a most gracious thing had this meat nation
of ours started off each worthy colored familywith some little omrtt for life, perhaps a few-
acres of land. etc. 1 might also add here thatthe nation should ha\e included in their pensionlegislation the soldiers of every State, for theywent out to serve their respective States, andwith a reunited nation all should have been
treated alike. I very much believe but for the
assassins! Ion of President T.tncoln these two
important subjects would have been providedfor. T. O. TROY.Amherst, Va . April 15.

The Richmond Times-DispatchInformation Bureau
Inquiries regarding almost nny topic except¬

ing on leKal nnd medical subject* nre unstirred
free Iij The Times-Dispatch Information llu-
renu. Through our WnnhlnKtoii brunch nre
fortunate In hnvlng access to the unpnrnlleled
resources of the various l-'ederal governmentdepartments and the great l.ihrnry of Congress,which furnish Informal Ion of priceless value to
the public. As all Inquiries are nnswered di¬
rectly by personal letter, Irrespective of whether
printed, a It-cent stamp Is required for return
posture. Writer's tinitie muni be furnished
t initials will not answer l, nnd pont-ofllee ad¬
dress must be plnlnly given. Address The Tlniea-
Olspatcli Information Bureau, IllchtnoiiU, Va.

Adjutant-General of Virginia.
Misn I.. K., White l'ost. Va..The name of the

Adjutant-General of Virginia is General W W.
Sale, Richmond, Va.

(Employment In VavrOnrdi.
J. H. P., Hopewell, \ h..To obtain employ-men! in navy-yards and arsenals. apply to tii^

labor board of any arsenal in which v'ou wish
employment. '

i

Ho* for Ton of font.
J. R. P.. Richmond..The ideological Survev

slates that one ton of chestnut coal occupies40.43 cubic feet. A box -1x5x2 feet 1 inch would
hold thla amount of coal.

To Stop Sqiienklnp: In Short.
Miss M. I,.. Danville. Va Try a small quan¬tity of vaseline or salad oil on the soles. If

this does not remedy the trouble, take them to
any pood shoe dealer who may be aide to get
better results.

To Drive Ant* \ wny.'
Mrs. R. S., Richmond.--Those who have tried

it say that oil of sassafras on pantry shelves
will drive ants away. The method of using It
is to moisten pieces of cloth with the oil and
scatter about.

To Kill Mole*.
R. A. P., Richmond..Oct a one-pound can

carbon disulphide. Then take a small slick.a
broom handle will do.and punch holes in the
mole's runway. Pour an ounce or two of tin*,
liquid down into tho hole and close it up. The.
fumes from the carbon travel along; the mole's
route, and as soon as they come in contact with
tho nest they kill. Have no lire around during
the process.

Ntcrn Troop* in War Between the State*.
R. (7. R.. Tabscott. Va..Something like 17S.-

07.1 negroes were, employed in the War ltctween
the States. The first negro regiment to be
organized was the First South Carolina. May
9, lStJ2. The engagements in which they par¬
ticularly distinguished themselves were those
of .Milliken's Rend and Nashville. The last Fed¬
eral prisoners were, released from the prison at
Andersonvlile in April, 1865, at the close of the
wa r.

Cowl of Weapon* or Warfare.
Miss A. P. B., Memphis. Tcnn..The approxi¬

mate cost of a slxteen-lnch gun. when mounted
and ready for action, is IfiOO.i'OO. We have no
twenty-inch guns. The approximate cost of
the 800-ton submarines which the government
is to build is $1,454,000 each. An aeroplane
costs $20,000; dirigibles from $4.r>.000 to $7,"..000.
The total coast l(ne of the l.nited States, in¬
cluding bays, gulfs and sounds, is 22,«O0 miles.
Russia has a greater coast line than the I'nited
States If the colonial possessions are included,
Kngland may be said to have a greater coast'
line than the L'nltcd Stales.

.luillom of l\ S. Supreme Coprl.
K. |)eJ., M. D., Ashland, Vn. The names of

the juMices of the I'nited States Supremo tjourt
and their addresses are as follows: Chief Jus¬
tice.Kdward r>. White, 1717 Rhode Inland Ave¬
nue, X. W.. Washington, 1> <'. Associate jus¬
tices.Joseph McKennn. "The Connecticut."
Washington. D. C.; Oliver W. Holmes, 1720 Kye
Street, Washington. D. C.: William R. Day, 1301
Clifton Street. Washington. IV C.; John H.
Clark, 1610 Monroe Street, Washington, D. C.;
Willis Van Devanter. 1D23 Sixteenth Street,
Washington, D. C.: Mahlon Pitney, Morristown,
X. James C. McReynolds, "The Shorehatn,"
Washington, D. C.; Louis Rrandeis, 161 Devon¬
shire Street, Boston, Mass. t

THEDEPARTMENT OFAGRICULTURE
A HV KIIKUKIIKi J. 1I.VMKI.V

WASHINGTON. April 21..Kow peo¬ple would rviitird the alligator hm a
friend of man after a casual glanco a{him, but there Is a law In Koulslanawhich authorizes tho different'parishesof I ho Statu to onact such measures
as they deem heat to protect tho alll-
kJ*tor. The reason for this law Is thefact that tho alligator in regarded an
an enemy of the muskrat. and the
muskrat Is tin enemy of the rice plant-
nr, because of his htiblt of burrowingin the bunks and dikes of tlie rice
Held and Hooding the crop at the wrongtime. Thus man and tho alligator, who
a.ay he regarded as natural enemiesbetween whom there exists little spon¬taneous cordiality, ally themselvesagainst the muskrat. *

Tills alligator protect ton Is an In¬
stance of one angle of a great nationalagricultural problem.the wild animalproblem. By taking possession of thocontinent, man has disturbed and do-stroyed the delicate balance of nature, jand It Is now bis task to work out and
set up a new balance thai shall he fa - jvorable to .the greatest possible foodproduction. Many animals that seema' first to he tho enemies of man areically hln best friend*, and when* theya»-c trapped out and killed as a resultof a hasty ai,id short-sighted policy, a
new and far more destructive species jmultiplies out of all bounds, becausethe first species, its natural enemies,have, been destroyed.

It is necessary thai every bird and'animal species in Hie United, Statesshould be carefully Investigated, triedIn a court of equity as it were, to de-tcrmiiic whether it Is on the whole in-jurious or beneficial to agriculture, be-fore the human Inhabitants of the coun-try decide how that species shall bo |treated. This trial Is technically calleddetermining its economic status, andt lie court which tries eaclt species todecide whether it shall live, or die is theKiological Survey of the Department ofAgriculture.
In the natural balance of animal life,each species of bird and insect and

mammal has its natural enemies, notMiflh'ienl ly numerous to Kill it out com¬pletely. hut strong enough to keep It
in bounds. When man steps in and
exterminates a species, lie often letsloose upon himself and his crops the
unchecked multitudes of another one
that works ten times as much harm.There is a certain Southern State where
a bounty has been placed upon hawks
and owls, because of the damage they
were supposed to do to poultry. In |consequence of the bounty, the hawks
nnd owls havo been killed out. and as
a result of the killing, the orchard In-
dustry of the State, which might lie
worth millions of dollars. has been
practically ruined. Tin; orchards are
ruined by the Held mice that girdle the
trees, and Held mice have increased
enormously because the hawks and
owls, their natural enemies, have been
killed bv man.

All Nature l« Itnlanccd.
This sort of delicate balance, runs all

through nature, and it is part of the
work of the Hlological Survey to studyI each bird and animal exhaustively,
welch the harm It does against the
good, and pronounce a verdict for or
against, which shall be reflected in local
or national protective legislation This
sort of work has already be. n carried
out very <\ten.,'\ely. lOvf-r Mich i.na¬
tively unimportant creatures as the

( hummingbirds have had to stand an in¬
vestigation. and scores of their tiny
stomachs were examined to determine
what they fed on. In this case. It Is
welcome to learn, the verdict was "Not'j guilty."
When a species of animal Is plainlydestructive and injurious to man. thej survey takes up the work of exterml-

mating it. or at least of bringing it
within limits. The biggest job of this
kind on hand is the campaign on pro-
datory wild animals that Is being waged '

in twelve of the big Western stock -

i raising States. These animals include
tfuch species as the gray wolves, the
coyotes, the mountain Hons, the hob-
cats and the bears; the annual damage

, they do to stock is estimated at Sl-.-
flno.(inn. Kven here, the question of tbe
balance of nature enters to some ex¬
tent. and the interests of farmers and
cattlemen are not identical. The coy¬
otes are the natural enemies of the
jack rabbit, for Instance, and where the
survey has carried out an intensive
campaign of coyote extermination to

Little Talks on Thrift
IIV S. W. .VI II Al, S,

I'rm. Amertcnri Sorlrty for Thrift.

The women of AmorirH can wield
: i powerful patriotic influence in the
present crisis. War and waste make
till the morn necessary the practice
of thrift. The housewife largely con¬

trols the home budget and expend!-
tures, and tiie women of the United
States can .save millions of dollars for
ihe common good. We are wasting
5700,000,000 a year in our kitchens
0 lone.

In Kngland and fJermany not a foot
of ground is going to waste. In Aui--

tria-Hungary and Italy, too. the con-
ditlons are much the same. Thrift!
comes as the stern necessity of war.
rind in this respect the women of the
United Stales will play a more im¬
portant part than will the men.

Our neighbor, Canada, has learned
in the stress of war times ways of
thrift, of utilizing and conserving;
every resource and of renouncing its
little luxuries cheerfully, that will not
he forgotten through generations of
peace and prosperity.
Women throughout the Dominion are

wearing their old giuvjis, *«o that the
stylos of 1914 are better form than
the more recent fashions. Tlu-y i.re

learning how to cook and buy more
economically. And this matter of
cooking and buying is now coming to
be a nation-wide concern.

A thrift campaign has boon 1 lunched
ir> Toronto and various thrift .v.nteis
have been established In schools and
churches throughout the city. .Mrs.
Caroline Burns is demonstrating eco¬

nomical cooking at ten of these cen¬
ters.
At the opening of the first one, Mrs.

Hums said: "Thrift and economy are
not the penalty but the privilege of
patriotism. Waste is now a crime. If
i, man does not succeed in business, he
looks for the leaks. They come troin
undue extravagance, poor Judgment
and ignorance in buying. Bad buying
Is the root of extravagance, just as
bad cooking loads to waste. The need
for more business-like housekeeping
and thrift is imperative, for the saving
of our dollars now means the saving
of our men's lives. To the women is
falling the conservation of the nation's
food supply and the seeing to it that
money thus saved goes into the war
loans."
Theodore Roosevelt recently sound¬

ed a national warning when he said:
"Kxlravagance rots character; train

yt \ith away from it. On the othur
hand, the habit of saving money, while
it stiffens the will, also brightens tha
energies. If you would ha sure that
you are beginning right, begin to save.
. . . It is not often that a man can
make opportunities for himself. But
he can put himself in such a shape
that when, or if the opport unities
come., he is ready to take advantage
of them."

control tho outbreuk oT rubles. th® Jackrabbits have Increased to u i»o1111 wheretlioy do serious (litiuuKv to crops, amiIt Ih necessary to sturt n now wur ontho Jack rabbits by mean* of poison.Thoro Ih 116 question, however, that thopredatory wild animals do vastly mornharm than good; they form in fact oneof the leading sources of loss to thc»Western stock grower.
llnninKC l»y Willvch mill l,h>n«.

There are some sections in the 80111It-west where It Is not possible to ralsohorses because of the ravages of themountain lions, dray wolves do greatdamage to tho cattle herd^. In a
case at the headquarters of the Itioio-glrai Survey there Is kept the skull ofan old gray wolf who ate $3,000 worthof cattle before he was trapped. Tillswolf had only two toes on one forefoot,so it was possible to recognize hiswork by tho tracks around each kill.There are doubtless numerous otherwolves 011 the mime whoso meat lillls
run as high.
The Western States have been light¬ing the predatory animals without suc¬

cess for many years. Most of the workbail been done on the bounty system,which offers a reward for the scalp ofeach wolf or coyote. In some State*!this system has been in operation for
twenty-live years, and the relativelosses to-day are greater than theywere in the beginning. In the last
year, the Biological Survey has startedwork on a new co-operative m-ethodwhich promises to solve tho problem.The now system calls for the trappingand poisoning of wild animals by sal¬
aried hunters using the best methods,anil doing away with the bounty sys¬
tem.

Tlie Kreat drawback to the bountysystem is the fact that the trappermakes bis li\inu from the w Ibl ani¬
mal*. and if he Kill.**. tliem out. lie de¬
stroys his source of profit. Also, lie
wants to kill the greatest possible num¬
ber of animals In the least possibletime. .So lie works at;ai 11st the youngand unsophisticated animal:, who prob¬
ably do not kill many cattle anyway,am) lea\ e (lie old and wary cattle-
killer: alone, because it thV.es too milch
time and trouble to catch them. These
old a 111ma Is bring forth litters uf young
each year, ami thus furnish the trap¬
per with fresh sources of bounty sea¬
son after season. As an "tibial of the
survey puts it. it Is more like, stock
raising than animal killing.

flighted Into Sur*py lllxl rlel"».
The survey has divided tli'- twelve

big Western stock-raising States into
nine districts, each under the super¬vision of an Inspector, and worked bysalaried trappers, who draw no bounty
money, and who are Judged solely bythe results tliev get. The catching of
one w hi' old wolf mil) be a harder Joband worth tnoie to the cattle bus I ties *

than the trapping of a dozen young
ones, and t he inspector in chargeknows it and given credit accord in gl>Wherever possible, the State® are be¬
ing induced to revoke their bounty laws
and make an appropriation to co¬
operate with the survey instead Three
States are already wot king on this; syi
fein. and others are expected to fol¬
low shortly. In Montana In the last
Ave years jMio.ofci pa been spent >>n
the old system, and the lo.^se:- are e*
big as ever f»r Klslier. who !*> In
charge of the wild animal work for the
> urvcy, told the Montana tocl;m<-n that
if the survey |i»d that amount of money
to spend in five years. they would
guarantee to kill out all the wolves
and most of the coyotes. It perms to be
only a matter <»f time until the .urveyplan will be adopted all through the
West, and it promises to solve the
problem.
The larger predatory animals are

only one side of the question of ani¬
mal control. Prairie dogs and ground
squirrels do hundreds of thousands of
dollars of damage to crops every year.The survey has worked out a system
of poisoning them at a < ost of cents
an acre Method- of destroying s i«h
rpeeics a* the gophers and the field
mice and the land .raits have been de¬
veloped The survey i.h working to¬
ward that balance of nature which
s-hall be the most favorable for the
works of man; but one of the most
effective methods, and the one th.it
calls for nation-wide co-operation Is
the preservation of the species that
prey on the ;-pc--!es that do the damage

RICHMOND NURSES CHOSEN
Ml** HuHi lldlirrlMin In Kloi-tcil I'resl-

ilcnt nf (¦rnilillttc \ kmocIiiI inn In
C oik i- it 11 on 111 I..TII<'lllllirK.

(Special to The Titnes-l'iit-paieh ]
LYXCIi BIT IKi, V.\ . April 21..The

Graduate Nurses' Association of Vir¬
ginia adjourned late yesterday after
electing the following ollbc!-. Presi¬
dent. Miss ({nth Hobertson. Hichmoml;
first vice-president, Miss Florence
Bishop. liarrisonburi; :.. Olnl vice-
president, Miss Mary Bright well, Lynch¬
burg; ircn.Mii or, M :s« Ittta App, l.xnch-
burg ; secretary . Mi .lo!»< phi;i MeLeod.
Richmond; board "of directors. Miss
Arius Randolph and Miss lldse Vim
\'ort, Richmond. Tin- next convention
will inert in Richmond or Norfolk. the
time and place to be fixed by the «1 i-
rectors.

MONTAGUE IN LYNCHBURG
( itimrr«iiiuin Im Principal MjieiiUcr at

Patriotic >1 ret IiiK Which Indorses
(onscrl pt Ion for Army.

(Special to The Times-Dispatch 1
LYNCHHl.'liii, VA.t April 21. Six¬

teen hundred people participated in a
rousing patriotic meeting hero ln.«',
night. which was addressed by Con¬
gressman A. .1. Montague, of Rieh-
mond. Congressman Class wired re¬
grets of his inability to here. The
high school chorus led in singing of
patriotic songs.
The meeting was presided over by

Mayor Jester, and State Senator Walter
K. Addison introduced the speaker.Mention of conscription for the new
army by Congressman Montaguearoused the audience to great en¬
thusiasm. A resolution presented byII. V. Blackford, pledging Lynchburg'ssupport and commending PresidentWilson, was adopted.

I) find. Our Help.
(.) Cod, our help in ages past.
Our hope for years to come,

our shelter from the stormy blast
And our eternal home:

Under the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure;.Sufficient is Thine arm alone.
And our defense in sure.

Before the hills in order stood,Or earth received her frame,Krom everlasting Thou art Cod,To endless years the same.

A thousand ages in Thy sight
Are like an evening gone;

Short as the watch that ends the nightBefore the rising sun.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,Beais all its sons away;
They fly, forgotten, as a dream

I»les at the opening day.
Coilod, our help in ages pant,
Our hope for years to co:n<*.

BejThou our guide, while life shall last.
our eetrnal homo.

\ I


