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, BRITISH CONTINUE
TO MOVE FORWARD I
INARRAS REGION

_ Diminution in Intensity of
Fighting, Though Fierce

Battles Still Rage.
4 GERMAN COUNTERATTACKS

COMPLETELY REPULSED

Men Driven Back in Disorder,
With Shells Playing Upon
Them During Retreat.

I K1ACH GL'NS IV A HI) AT WOlilx

Kill .No Infantry Attack Has Yet
Itevelnppil l-'roin Kcrcnt Ar¬

tillery Preparation.

I APrci.> |
There '*.m « dimimitioji in x'.if in-

t»n«ity of tli'- lighting hctMfpn the
F>r:tish and Oi inan irmi'-- en Tt:«-..'!.*«>
iillhoush lialilcK of crc;«t ti< rocnes*
continued at several points In t!
accord ins- to the British official «om-

.nunieation. the inlvaiit.icf rested .. itli
T leld Marsha 1 llaic- fore®
Southeast of Arras, the British made

progress between the Senses nivrv ind

Monchy-le-Preux. driving their Unci
' to within a sto.ie's throv. of tin- \ il-
lages of Fontainc-les-Crotsille ¦; an<1

<"her!sy. and .-ilraightcnluc; out the
shsrp salient t'lat had existed th'.ie
Northeast of Aira«. in the G.'ivoll.-?

»ector. th« G-:"tran? threw a :<trong
counterattack against rJ»c British, but
the British guns t.iKcd thr Gorman line,
and drove it hack in disorder, and
played sludls upon the men in tlieir
hurried retreat.

Sincc Mondnv more than '>r-
( mjtis from n jmerou'i divisions have
been made prisoner by the British, and
stil! others are awaiting transiV r to
the prisrner tasf.-
No Infantry attack lias developed

from the artillery preparation the
Fri-nch ha-e been making ail along
their front for several days. < >ii lues-
day the Germans were bc.ivlJy l.om-
barded in various .sectors Iron1. fit.
Qucntin to the < 'hampacne. Among the
booty captured by the French "during
the recent heavy engagements on the
plateau of the ''iietnin-des-I.»:i Mies,
northeast of Soissons, arc four < f Die
finitoun lO'i-niUlltiictcr Gorman ho-vit -

rvrv. The.fe guns now lr»ve bft» n

bronchi into the French lines, and
rtoibtles.s soon w »H he used in the
operations against their forn.»*r ow.iers.

HI" A A V I.OSWKS IM'l.ltTKIt
o.\ Tt i«i\> in iiiiittmi

General Maude's troops ha\e cap-
t tired tbc railroad station of Samara,
on the Tict is (liver, sonic sovonty-ti\ e

mile* northwest of Bagdad. and with
it hixteen locomotives and ""1 rail-
toad car* Heavy casualties were in¬
flicted by the British on the Turk:, and
many prisoners were taken during the
advance front Iztabilat to Samara

In Palestine, the Turk* apparently
purpose to make a stand apainst a

further advance by the British through
the Holy T.and.

I'rom Goriria to the head of the
>dr!Htb- Sea. violent artillery duels
are in progress, between the Austrians
and th* Italians. At several points In
this rec'.on during tlie let-up In the
flrinc the Italians sallied forth, and
bv surprise attacks occupied advanceil
Austrian positions ?nd made prisoners
of the defenders. In the Sugana Val¬
ley. extensive Austrian troop move,

nients are being carried out. possibly
with the intention of openinc an offen¬
sive in this region. The cutis here are

riarinc in a tntphtv duel.
Alone 'he entire Macedonian front

reciprocal bombardments are taking
place.

nniTiMf \\ \ \i. m \ < iii>r«
ATTACK KNKMV OHST IIOV KIIS

I Bv AssnrUte4 Press ]
l.ONT>ON. April 24..A British Ad¬

miralty statement reports a.i attack
bv three British naval niachintr. on five

.i
enemy destroyers, which were se:-n at
4.10 p M. Mondav. stenninc between
Blankenherghe and Zeebruggc -n a

northeasterly direction live mik-s off
the coast.
"The leading machine." says th«

statement, "attacked, dropping sixtcun
bombs, one of which was seen to ob¬
tain a direct hit. The remaining four
destroyers scattered, and were at¬
tacked by the two remaining machine#,
thirty-two bombs being dropped. The
leading destroyer was obsarved to iaku
a list to port, and remained stationary
after all the bombs had been dropped.

.'The four destroyers closed in on the
disabled craft. A hostile seaplane at¬
tacked our machines, but was easily
driven off. At G:10 P. M. the four
destroyers were reported by a rocon-
nolssance machine as entering Zee-
brugge harbor. It is considered nost
probable that one destroyer was sunk.

r.r.nMAivvs methods
of FOOM.Nf; tiii: im:opi,k

LONDON'. April 2H..-A War « Tice
statement, issued to-night, says.'

. "The German official statement re-

eeivec' by wireless to-day afforrl? a ro-
niarkable instance of the methods-, the
enemy is now adopting to explain
away his defeat and cnconr.tgc the Ger¬
man people. These methods consist
In attributing to us designs we liavo
n»ver entertained, then proving- tint,
they have failed completely. . . .

'Neither on the 9th of April, nor

on the 23d did we attempt to brenk
through the German lines in the kupk-3
Intimated In the German communique.
Our objective, in each case was limited.
On both occasions we gained the ob¬
jectives assigned to the ntta.-kmsr

^troops."

Head of American Line
Praises Navy Officers

Bv Associated I'lea*.)
MOW VOItK. April 24 rffl-

drnl nuil nnlliifnctnrf mnnnrr" In
nhlch (hr Anirrlran l.ltie Mrnm-
nhl|>* lvcrf nrmrri and mnnnrri by
onicrm of IIip lulled Mntc* \ni,r
nim hlRhl}' prwlurd In n Irlter «rl(-
Irn l>j- l*rr*ldcnl I*. S, l-'rnnklln
in .SrcrrlBry linnlrl*. nnd mndr puli-
Ihrrr to-dnj". "The uoik reflect*
ihe ureiilewl credit on Ihr nfcrrlnry,
nn Admlrnl* Hrn»on nnd I'nhrr nnd
Ihr In charcr nf thr
nark, nnd II mnkm mr frel proud
of Ihr American nnvj-," Mr. I'rnnk¬
lln Mated.

tlepljlng. Secrrtnrv llnnlrln nnld
(hut thr onmirancr from Mr. I'rnnk¬
lln n«« krn< if j i 11 k, nnd hr pnld
tribute In "Ihr nplnidtd rounjt mrn,
dflkrr* nnd enllnlrri nirn Mho
mnnnrd Ihr Biiim."

THRILLING" FIGHTS TAKE
PLACE 15,011 FEET IN AIR |

Forty German Machines Arc Brought
Down During (.ast Two Days

liy British .Mrmrii.

DA KING K.VPhOfTS HKVKA LKD

Bombing Itaids Carried Out Forty-
Five Miles Hack of Knemy Lines.
FnglMi Lose Only Two Airplanes
in Dozens of Fncoutiters.

I I *

rum ;< Staff < ,'orresponde nt of Thr
Associated Pros? ]

WITH Till-: BIIITI.SH A11M ins IN
l-'IIA.VCK < via I.ondon). April 24.. Thr
Intensely bittrr ground fighting of thr
last two days has been reflected in
Ihr a;r. and thr itriti^h Royal Flying
<'orps yesterday established a new
record by bringing down forty Her¬
man machines. Fifteen of these were
actua ly ?»<»n to rra?h. while twenty-
live collapsed or fell in spinning no?*
di\r«. completely on' of control.
The fights took place l.'».00(* fert in

thr air. from which distapcr It is
ha rely possible to .»re thr ground. and
wholly tmpo.islhle to .¦-rr n n adversary
crash, unlesf the pilot deliberately fol¬
io w« down

.Such a course i« not feasible where
thr fighting has taken on the character
of a general melee, as nowadays oftrn
is the case. A remarkable part of yes¬
terday's performance is that only two
British machines are missing.

It wan the finest day for war flying:
that the young khaki pilots ever had.
and to-day they have been at it again
since sunrise, but thr full reports of
thrir exploits, are not yet in.

. Mir intrrpid young dyer, failing to
find a single ticrman obser\ation bal¬
loon aloft, couct.t out one in its
hangar on ihr ground. dU ed at it and
«r> ihr big sas bag ablaze from "tent to
'. t r r»l

NO < MM II IN MO WIIF.nF
(JKIIMAVS CAN If IDE

Shue Monday the British army ha?
been re\elmg in woathfr thev have
ong desired. Not a cloud -was in the
skj to-day in \\ >n.-h a German could
find shelter Rritish machines were

everywhere alone the hattle front and
far behind the German line*. Romb-
iticr raid.® were carried out forty-five
miles hack, the machines deliberately'
flying over ground where battles were
rapine with the greatest fury.
German trains rush inc re-erfo-ce-

ments to the front were attacked, and
transport columns on the road = Mere
hr;nbid and completely disorganized.
In several instance* the Rritish ma¬

chines came low over the fighting lines
and poured machine gunfire into the
Gorman ranks. In doing* this. na-J
chines have deliberately crossed the
fire of their o« n. as well as the enemy's
guns.

Yesterday one British pilot, after!
bringing down two Germans and with
a!' his ammunit.on pone. »'escfcnd«d,
reloa-ied filled up his petrol tanks. :>nd
took to the air again. Within half an
lour he had brought down his 'hird ma¬
chine for that day. Another pilot
felled two machines, while the othc-'*
thirty-five were divided among a sim¬
ilar number of F.riti«h pilots.
Fon FI T.I, Horn MiNKUKIt

i\ M-iUM'.i.ois iiw.VF.n
The greatest * fight yesterday was i

drawn battle. fine of the British
pilots met » hr:1|i'»nt Gi riv.in .,iiii
for a full hour they maneuvered in a

mosi marvelous manner without either
being able to bring his gun to hear on
their other. They rolled. looped,
twisted, deliberately stalled the!r en¬
gines. and standing the machines or.
their tails, slid backwards ihrough
the air. hut all to no avail. It prob¬
ably was the iron wonderful air duel
the war has yet seen.

The. Rritish pilot reported to-day
that several times he felt sure he
would get his adversary between his
sights, but the latter Invariably wrig-
g\cd out of the line of fire. The Rrit¬
ish flyer himself was kept busy avoid¬
ing the German, and once he had to
dive almost perpendicularly. The com¬
bat did not brealc off until both pilots
hail fairly exhausted themselves and
their petrol.
Strangely enough, later in the day

a Rritish pilot encountered the same
German machine. The Britisher was
winging his way home after a. hard
day's work, but he jockeyed with the
German for nearly a quarter of an
hour before flying on.

In strange contrast to this was the
experience of one British pilot, who
somewhat peevishly complained last
night that "1 only got a rabbit." Me
explained this by saying that while
his opponent had a good machine, he
was a clumsy fellow and could not
fight at all. and was sent spinning
with the first burst of gunfire.
The lighting yesterday was all within

the enemy territory. Several Rritish
machines had bullet holes through
their wings, but sailed home unaided.

I and took tlib air again this morning.

PETERSBURG GETS !
MILITARY CAMP

Major - General Wood Approves
Selection of Cockade City as

Mobilization Point.

MUST BE PREPARED AT ONCE

May Also Be Site for Training
Under Proposed Universal

Service System.
Virginia's mobilization camp. \\ here

thousands of young men will lie trained
in ihe art of warfare, will be located
in Pcternburg. according to official in-|
formation received yesterday by Adj»i-
taut-Genera'. \V. \\". Sale. The Peters-!
burg site war* selected by Major-Gen-
era I T.eonard Wood, commander of the'
department of the Kast, after consid¬
ering Ihe sites offered in Richmond.
Koanoke. l,yni*bliijrK and other cities,
orders to prepare the site for im¬
mediate use were ai^o received

l.iikemont Park is the site offered by
Petersburg for the State mobilization
eamp. It is a tract of 500 ai res, with
ste;«rn and electric railroad communi¬
cation. and modern city improvements, j
including water. light* and icwerasc.
Additional land consisting of more:
than 1.000 acre? is available for
maneuvers and trai n i n g purposes. The.
camp :-ite proper is large enoupli to
accommodate .10.000 men and the field
equipment of a division, including ani-
m a''

\\*h11 e the camp wii: be primarily a

point for mobilizing the National Guard
units in time of need, it may also be
made tiie training: ground for the an¬
nual increments called to the colors
under the proposed universal service
pleasure. It is considered probable
that the ratnp will be permanently in
use. and that Petersburg will become
a storage and distributing depot for
this section of the Department of the
Bast.
Illl IIIIIIMI (IKKKIICI) SITK.

HIT I'L'T I I* NO < AMPAlii."V
Richmond mad'' an effort to land tlic

'.amp. but did riot conduct as energet lc
;i campaign an its Cockade City rival.
Petersburg offered $;o,ooo to put the
camp into condition to accommodate
th»> troops before Richmond had made
any definite attempt to pet the camp.
The site, too. is considerably larger
than anything' Richmond or other cities
could offer, with the same decree of
conveniences.
The information that Petersburg had

been eelected was received by th<
Adjutant-General in a telegram from
the Department of the Kant. The tele-
(Train, in addition to conveying news
of the selection, ordered the camp to
be prepared immediately and intimated
that the troops would he called out
within the next few days. Major Allen
Potts. Quartermaster's »'orps. Virginia
National Guard, will he in charge of
layinc off the camp and preparing it
for the reception of the troops.

Tn addition to petting the cam:). Pe-
tersburn will supply the troops with
food and the animals with forage. Un¬
der a recent order, the Quartermaster's
Corps was instructed to purchase
everything needed in the locality in
which the camp is to be located. With
lo.oon men in the field, the subsistence
alone will amount to $75,000 a n.onth.
while the foratre for the horses and
mules will reach the same figure. The
nay <.' the troops will amount to more
than Hioo.ooo a month.
MAt A l,J»0 DK 1 SKI1

FOU M Ani l.A Vn L'N ITS
While the camp is designated a« the

Virginia mobilization point, it nay
also l>e used for the Maryland contin¬
gent as well. In the tentative or-

ganization
t
scheme worked out by the

War Department fo.- the mobilization
and training if the 1.000.000 men to
be raised by selective draft, the forces
of Virginia and Maryland are to be
organized as a unit and drill-d as
such in a single camp. The two States
will be expected to furnish a complete
infantry d'vision. with cavalry, artil¬
lery. engineer md signal troops includ¬
ed. A division is the most convenient
unit to drill and equip.
Captain Frank P Mines. United

States Army, made the reports on
which Genera! Wood based his de¬
cision. Captain hires spent a week
in Virginia look ins over available
sites. The selection had narrowed
down, however, to Richmond an 1 Pe-
tersburg. With this city as 'he ap¬
parent choice The* camp site hero.
however, was only large enough to
accommodate from S.000 to 1ft.000 men.
and offered no room for expansion
The Peterj.burc of-er included large
acreage, for drill and maneuver *iur-
poses.
Sherwood and William# Parks made

up the proposed camp site here. The
two pieces of property consisted of
about .'IOft acres, while there was some
additional ground for drills, but noi
sufficient for any big maneuvers. Pri
vate citizens had agreed to see that
$25,000 was raised to cover the com ot
putting the camp into shape to receive
lln* vroops ^ouie sewerage, water
rtnd electric facilities already had been
been Installed.
niMRXSK STOIIKS TO i»F.

KllirPF.n TO PKTKRSRCRG
Major Potts will have a big insk on

hand to pel the camp ready for an im-
mediate mohiliziation. The ground must
he laid off and kitchens, mess-halls,
shower baths and other conveniences,
installed. Water mains will have to
be laid down each company street, and
electric lights erected. Ali of this will
take time, although the city of Rich¬
mond last year had the camp here in
fair shape in time to receive the first
contingent of out-of-town troops.

Immense, quantities of stores will be
shipped to Petersburg in event of a
mobilization, as all new units must
be armed and equipped. This wllli
necessitate the erection of storage
shedo and buildings. Arrangements
for taking care of several thousand
horses and mules must also be made.

Utkemont^JT'ark is on the main line
(C'ontinncd on Second l'agc.)

DANIELS CANCELS
BOAT CONTRACT

Secretary of Navy "Astonished"
at Old Dominion Statement

as to Pocahontas.

WILL RESUME RIVER SERVICE

That Ships Were Not Requisi¬
tioned Navigation Company
Admits.Rented at Profit.

There will I"- no war between the
State Corporation «"ommi«sion and the
Virginia Navigation i.'ompany. a sub- i
stdlary of the Old (>ominion Steamship
Company, over the James ftiver day
service. Two highly Interesting con-
ferences Monday, fine held in Hichmnnd
ami the other in Washington, were
followed yesterday afternoon by a lone*
distance telephone message from Wal¬
ter II. Taylor, of Norfolk, counsel for
the navigation company. informlnsr
Chairman r!arnrtt. of the Corporation
Commission, that the complete day scr-
vice would be restored to-morrow
morning.
The capitulation of the company

uhich. without notice to the commis¬
sion. discontinued ilu mailings of the
steamers Pocahontas and Sinlthfleld on

April 16. claiming that they had '.i?'n
requisitioned by the Kovernment. was
not accomplished, however. until th<-
Sei-rctary of the Navy himself took a

hand by telegraphing the Virginia
Navigation Company as follows:
"The State Corporation Commission

of Virginia having informed the Navy
Department that the chartering of the
steamers Pocahontas and Smithfield
very much interferes with the busi¬
ness of the community served, the Navy
l>epartment exercises its privilege un¬
der the contract and will cancel im-
mediately the contracts cnirr*d into
for the steamers Pocahontas and Smith
field unless the State Corporation Com¬
mission of Virginia will give their ap¬
proval for the leasing or chartering
of these steamers."

Set rotary Daniels dispatched this
telegram following a confcrfhi? with
Sf-nalfr Claude A. Swanson. Judge W.
F. Rhea, of the State Corporation Com¬
mission. and Admiral Benson.
chairman Uarnett bad brought the

matter to Senator Swa..son's attention
last Friday, and the latter bad been
to the Navy Department several times
to press the commission's eomnlaint.
The whole matter was laid before
Secretary Daniels and Admiral Benson
Monday by Judge Rhea and Senator
Swanson. and the order cancelling the
government's contract for the two
steamers followed.
While the controversy over the

Jamer River day service seems now to
be adjusted, dissatisfaction still exists
with respect to the seivice on the East.
North, Ware and Severn Rivers ren¬

dered by the Old Dominion Steamship
Company. Recently this company con-'
verted its daily service to landing on
these rivers into a triweekly service,
and complaint® followed promptly.
An nr<J<-r was entered yesterday by

th» State Corporation Commission
citing the Old Dominion Steamship
Company to appear before jt on May
1^ to show cause wh it should not
br made to re-establish the old daily
service. The Virginia Navigation Com-
pany is owned by the Old Dominion
Steamship Company.
co\troi.i.im; stock

owm5d m n.Mi.noAns
The controlling stock in the Old Do¬

minion, according to a recent r»porl
of the Interstate Commerce Commis¬
sion. is held by the Seaboard Air L.lne.
Atlantic Coast L.ine, Norfolk and
Western. Southern and f'he.sapeake and
<"»hio Railways. These railway corn-

pantes. it is stated, own SS per cent of
the voting slock.
The notice published by the Virginia

Navigation Company on April 14 de¬
clared that tV e two steamers had been
requisitioned by the government Ac¬
cording to the Navy Department, no
such requisition had taken place. The
department, it was stated, merely in-
vited bids at large, and the Virginia
Navigation Company voluntarily offered
to place the two steamers in the gov¬
ernment's service, the offer being ac¬

cepted by Paymaster T. II. Hicks, of
the Norfolk Navv-Vard. t.'nder the
contract, the Virginia Navigation Com¬
pany was to receive approximately J500
a day for the two steamers, the agree¬
ment calling for a somewhat lower rate
should the steamers remain in the Fed¬
eral service more than sixty days.
When confronted at the conference

in Richmond Monday with the mis¬
leading character of the navigation
company's notice, declaring that the
steamers had been "requisitioned,"
representatives of the company ex¬
plained that the word "requisitioned"
had not been used in its technical sense.
The company understood, counsel said,
that the steamers were chartered by the
government as the result of the war

emergency, ahd the word "requisi-
tioned" was u^ed to convey that idea.
KTPHKHS ASTOMSH>IKNT AT

COMPANY'S STATES!K\T
When the attention of Secretary

Daniels and Admiral Benson was di-
reeted to the wording of the naviga¬
tion company's notice, they expressed
astonishment, assuring Judge Rhea and
Senator Swanson that the government
has no intention of commandeering
vessels engaged in performing neces¬

sary transportation service on the in¬
land waterways, unless driven to such
a course by imperative necessity. In
this case, they said, there had never
been a requisition. The contract for
the steamers was signed without any
knowledge on the part of the Navy De¬
partment of the injury that would be
worked to the James River points de-
pendent upon these steamers for trans-
portation.

Investigations instituted by Chairman
(Jarnett developed the. fact that the
contract for the Pocahontas was made
on April 6. and the contract for the
Sn'iithfleld on April 13. On April 6 the
Virginia Navigation Company appeared
by counsel before the State Corpora-
tion Commission with the complaint j
that its James River rates were tion- 1

\Vontinucd on Sccond Page.) I

JOFFRE WANTS U. S.
FORCES IN FRANCE

Elihu Root Is Chosen to Head
American Commission to Russia

I H> Pre*«. I
MAsniM.rov April --I..r.niui

Moot will liend the Amrrlrnn rom -

iiilmlon to IIiiwmIji If lir will I'on-

«rnl to undertake the duly. It lie-
rnine knoiin to-dny thnt thr Presi¬
dent linn roinplrlrd Ihf «rlfCllon
of I hr principal member* of thr
coinnilnilun.

Thi- niiini'n of Ihc mrn Icnlntl^rly
?hn«i'n to iniiUc i>p the f»mml«»liMi
will not lie ninrtr public until thr.r
hair heen formilly rpqiiMtfd to

»rrvf nn«l linw accepted.
I' wa* «altl lo-dnT lhnt the iisru

whom the I'rmldrnl hn» In mind
ore nil dlntlni;ul«hrd In their |»«r«
tlculnr line*. nnd tocether will
iitikr up n comnilsnlnit Hhlrh will

Imllrntr to the l|ns«lnn cmrrnnifnl
..n«' p»i>|ilf the ikvp Inlpffnt In tli»"lr
»rlfnrr held hy the Amrrlrnn am -

rrninrut.

\ninne tho«r. hrililct Mr. Hoot,
tilni hni r l»een mentioned In thr
preliminary d)i'un<!nn<i nrr (t«"nr
Mrnu*. former Nrrrrtury of lorn-
inrirr nnd l.nlior; Kdunrd Ilur-
lej, fortnrr clmlrmnn of thr Trndc
( omtr.l««lnn. nnd Ilcury Morcrn-
thuii. former nmlia<i«ii>!iir to lurl.r).

I hnrle* \V. < rnne, of I hirnKft.
lHl»lnc«n inm 11 nnd pcrntnnl friend of
I'reslilcnt WIIdoii. hun nrrl\ed In
Ituanln. nnd will Keep the cmcrn-
ment In touch with liualueit.% cnudl-
tloim there, pending the arriml of
the cnminlwlon.

GREAT BRITAIN MAY GET
FIRST BIG LOAN TO-DAI

Final .Negotiations for Immediate
I .ending of $2200,000,000 Com¬

pleted in Washington.

TO MHF.T P K i;SSI X Ci NKKDS

Initial Offering to the Public Under
$7,000,000,000 Itevenuc Measure
1-A'pected to Amount to $2,000,-
000,000.

" 1 Rv A ssOfialfd I'rc.ss 1

WASII INCJTON. April 2-1..The United
.States will lend tlrent Britain $200,000.-
oon, probably to-morrow, a? the first
loan to any of the entente sovern-
menls under the. ST.OOO.OOO.OOO war

finance law signed to-day by president
Wilson.
The mon«y for this loan will be

available out of the proceeds of the
S250.000.000 of Treasury certificates of
indebtedness, due June 30. and just
placed with the banks of the rountry
through the Federal Reserve P.oard,

Secretary McAdoo will call for the
proceeds of this issue to-morrow'
morning. and as soon as the money Is
deposited in the various Federal re¬

serve banks it will be available for
the covernnient's purposes. The Brit¬
ish loan will be made, as soon there¬
after as'the necessary formalities of
transfer can be completed,
Wll.l. TAKF. TK>! POR A R V

form of siscrniTY
The United Slates probably will take

some other temporary form of security
pending the arrival of the bonds.

Final negotiations for the loan were

completed to-day at conferences par¬
ticipated in by Secretary McAdoo: T.ord
Cunliffe. governor of the Bank of Kng-
.'and: Pierre Jay. of the New York
Federal Rank: Treasury Department.
Federal Reserve Board and British em¬

bassy officials. Official announcement
of the loan is expected within twenty-
four hours.
The loan is noi intended to rover

Olreat Britain's full share of the $3,-
000,000,ono intended for the allies, hut
is designed to meet Kngland's im¬
mediate and pressing financial needs.
A somewhat similar loan soon may be
made to Italy

Tentative plans tinder considera¬
tion by administration officials call
for the issuance of S2.oofl,ooo.onn
in bonds as tHe first public, of¬
fering under the $7.000.000.000 war

revenue law. «ifrned to-day by President
"Wilson. to h» followed by a second issue
in from four to six months, and pos¬
sibly a third thereafter.

While the whole program is subject
to revision, it is understood that of¬
ficials are also seriously considering
the advisability of collecting tb<* pro¬
ceeds of the first issue in installments,
thirty days apart, and lasting over a

period of from four to six months.
Should the first issue be $2.000.Ofto.000

and the installment feature be adopted,
it is likely that subscribers will be
piven four months in which to pay for
the bonds. This would bring revenue
into the Treasury at the rate of $500.-
000.000 a month, ample, it is believed,
from preliminary estimates, to meet
the needs of the allies in this country,
as well as American military and naval
expenses, until (he new taxation meas¬
ure should begin to produce revenue,
itk; proportion of 1.0a\

WII.l. OO TO A I.I.IRS
Indications are that the first issue

will be divided among Creat Britain,
France, Russia anil Italy, and that
Home portion of it. would be reserved
for American military needs, the bisr
proportion, however, going to the
allies.

In this connection, it was pointed
out to-night that virtually the entire
loan to the allies will be spent in this
country for foodstuffs, munitions and
other supplies.
The subject will be discussed in con¬

ferences to-morrow among Secretary
McAdoo and Federal Reserve Board of¬
ficers and l.ord Cunliffe. of the British
commission. Lord Cunliffe. will be the
guest of the board to-morrow at a

luncheon, which probably will develop
into a conference concerning the de¬
tails of the proposed loan to tircat
Britain. It also is likely that i.ord
Cunliffe. will, confer with Secretary
McAdoo during the day.

In finally determining the amount of
the first bond issue, the. government
will be guided largely by what the
representatives of the chief entente
governments indicate as their pressing
needs. Italy, it in said, is especially
desirous of being among the first con-

e'ontliuicd on Second Patc.j

Debate Continues in Both Branches
or Congress, With Many Mem¬

bers Yet to Be Heard.

HOISK MAY ACT BY FRIDAY

Speaker Clark Comes Out in Opposi¬
tion to Conscription.La Toilette
Would Submit Questions of Rais¬
ing Army to Referendum.

I By A.-soctatcd Tres?. 1
W A '?! I!XUTOX, April J4..Debate

on the war army 1> i 11 continued in
« on?rprs to-day with the desire to
talk about the methods the United
States should use in raisins: her mil¬
lion-- of fighting- men unabated. Lead¬
ers in neither house could predict with
confidence when a vote might be
reached.
The House hopes to vote by Friday,

but there are more than sixty members
walling to speak.

In the Senate only ,i f"w Senators
have been heard, and Chairman Cham -

herlain. of the Military Committee,
said to-night many had indicated their
intention to discuss ilio bill before
agreeing to a vote, lie probably will
sound out sentiment to-morrow, how¬
ever. on a unanimous consent ar-

rangenient for a vote as soon as pos-
si hie. The way the Senate, takes this!
suggestion may have much to do with
the position of administration leaders.!
They are loath to resort to the Senate's
new cloture rule, or to appear in any
way anxious to curtail debate.
t I,AIU\ WII.I. MAKK SPI-'KCH

i\ oppospi-ioa to-dav|
Opponents of the administration's

selective draft plan found new hope
during the day. when Speaker Clark
let it he known that he shared their
views, and would make a speech to-
morrow in favor of the majority House
committee volunteer bill. In the Sen-!
ate. Senator l.a Kollette introduced a j
substitute for the administration bill.,
proposing to eliminate the draft fea¬
ture and submit the questions of rais-
iug an army to a referendum, through
the director of the census and- the)
postmasters.

Discussions to-day in both hotses
came largely from the friends of the
volunteer system. It was not heard
by large crowds, either on the floors'
or In the galleries.
The longest speech of the day was

made by Representative Fields, of
Kentucky, a Democrat, of the Military
Committee, who argued for the volun-
teer plan, and declared that the War!
Department's proposal to draft youths I
under twenty-one years of age involved
a principle on whi>*b he would not he j
guided by the military experts of this!
or any other nation. :

st'cak t;n niti:\f\S kohth
IN OPPOSITION TO nil A FT

WASH IXC,TO.Y. April 24..Cb.:wp
. 'lark spoke his mind on the conscrip¬
tion subject in Ins plain Missouri
homespun way to-day. and when he
had concluded it was plainly apparent
that ho does not believe in the admin-
islrat ion's selective draft army plan.
*The Speaker, wlio has kept quiet on

jtlic subject until to-day. was stand-,
ling in his own office at the time he-
broke forth, and behind him. stacked
up like the fortifications at Runner i
Hill. W'v Orleans and the other his-
torlc battle grout: Is used dpily now in
tbe rhetorical flights in Congress, were |
packages containing the signatures of
l.i'C-O.OOO persons who support the prin- .

ciple of universal military training.
Kscorting the bundles of names were

men representing the National Secu: it>
League. among them being Lloyd >Tay-
lor. chairman of the league; Colonel
l-'r.i nk I in Q. Brown, Colonel O. Creigh .

'

ton Webb an.I Herbert Barry, secro-
lai v of the leacue. They had arranged
a forma! ceremony for the present.t. i
t ion of the petition to the Spe.iker. and
Chairman Taylor re id a brief address
to him.
When he had finished reading, the

Speaker said suddenly;
"What you men want is e.onsciIption, |

and that's a thing you're not going to
cct. I don't believe tSis hill will ever i

Pars."
\\ \\T.N TO liET VOUTII

IN A li MY AS KI1MK .1|BN
One of the committee members

sti.rted to say something, and the
Speaker cut bun off:
"Why do you want to fasten onto a j

brave man the disgrace of being
drafted when he wants a chance to'
volunteer7 We want to got the. youth

(.Continued on ~Thlfa~PageT) !

GREAT ADVANTAGE
IN MORAL EFFECT
OF SUCH ACTION

French Commission on the
Mayflower En Route

to Washington.
REACHES HAMPTON ROADS

AT DAYLIGHT ON TUESDAY
»

Members Have Unlimited Powers
to Negotiate on All War

Subjects.

CORDIAL WELCOME EXTENDED

Visitors to Place Themselves at Dis¬
posal of President During

Entire Sta.v.

1 ny Associated Pres^ l
FORTRESS MONROE, V.V. April CI.

.France's war commissioners to the
United States reached Hampton Roads
to-day. and to-night they are bound
up Chesapeake Hay for ^ ashlngtoti
on hoard the presidential yacht May-
dower. The mission, of which Rene
Vivlani. Vice-Prcmier and Minister of
.Justice, is the official head, and Mar¬
shal .Joffre. brings no written instruc¬
tions from the French government. the.
ministry having: decided to give its
members unlimited powers to nego¬
tiate with the United States on all
subjects.military, naval and financial.
It is prepared to discuss the sending:
of an American expeditionary force to
France. Marshal Joffre and other ini.i-
tarv members will indicate to the
American officials with whom they are
to confer several important military
reasons which they consider renders
the sending of such a force advisable.
The most Important of these reason''
is found In the moral effect to be had
from the presence of American troop*
and tfie American flap on the battle
fields of France.
The French idea of an American ex¬

pedition calls for a fighting force sup¬
ported by auxiliary services, such as

railway staffs, railway material, tele¬
graph and telephone '.Ines. automobile
transport and a strong aviation sec¬
tion. The French government is ready
to offer whatever may be considered
necessary to assist in sea operations,
including: the use for naval purposes of
any or all ports In France. The. Minis¬
try of Marine has worked out for sub¬mission to the American government a
comprehensive plan for overseas trans¬
ports, for both army and naval pur-
pones. and for the provisioning of the
civil population.
FIXAM'K .\BKDS l.OANS

OK JMOO.OOO.OOO JIOXTHLY
Financially. France needs loans of

? 100.000.000 monthly, to he spent in
the l'nited States. Detailed official in¬
formation on this subject will be sub*
mitted to the American government at
the conferences to bo held In V\ ash-
ington.

Mr. Viviani, as official head of the
commission, during his stay here gave
the following statements to a. staff cor¬

respondent of the Associated Prens.
who accompanied the mission from
Franca:
"Every American will understand

that in deference to the illustrious
President of the United States, who
I am going to see very soon. 1 reserve
first word for him. I will have oc¬

casion to see you again and tell the
American nation, through you. in a
more complete manner, the emotions
with which the representatives of
France greet. In the name of their
country, the first democracy of the
world, with which France shares the
same ideals.

(Signed "VIVIANI."
The members of the commission got

their first glimpse of the shores of
America at daylight this morning
American naval ofliclals. aboard a
flotilla of destroyers, met the former
French passenger liner which brought
the visitors over and their convoy at
II o'clock last night, about 100 miles
at sea.

KUKM.'II AM) AMKU1CA>
SHIPS K.XCHANfiF. SAI.CTK

The French and the American vee-
sels exchanged signals, and then all
continued toward the \ irginla capes
Not a light was showing at any time
during the maneuver, and the vessels
knew of each other only by the phos¬
phorescence Wickcd up by the pro¬
pellers. At dawn, the. tlotill.* s»nd it«
guest fell 1n by rendezvous with an
American cruiser which led the way
into the preat harbor of Hampton
Roads.

All the member* i f thi coitlfnI^sioii
were on the bridge of their boat with
the French admiral commanding, short¬
ly after .S o'clock to see the entrance
The day was magnificent, with hardly
a ripple disturbing t.ie broad expanse
of water. As the roads came Into \l«w.
Marshal Joffre turned to an American
naval officer, serving as pilot. an<«
sal-I:
"What a wonderful scene! 1 lo\e this

sunshine. Tt reminds me of my o« h
country.the south ot France."
Once Inside the harbor, the Amer¬

ican convojs slipped away to their an¬
chorages. Meanwhile every American
ship In the harbor hoisted to their
mastheads the French l icolor. aivj
the band of a warsh«»> pluyort "'.."h*


