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HEHEIII ARY INSAMITY TH .
DEFENSE SET UP BY THAW =

Any Reliance Upon the “Unwritten” or
“Higher” Law Expressly Disclaimed

By His Counsel in Opening
Statement i

ALLEGE THAT THAW BELIEVED HE
WAS ACTING AS AGENT OF PROVIDENCE |

State Lays lts Case With Plain, Unemotional |
Statement of the Killing of Architect '
Stanford White

NEW YORK. Feb. 1.—The State laid its case against
Harry K. Thaw today—a plain, unemotional story of the :
shooting on the Madison Square Garden roof.

The defense replied with a plea of hereditary insanity.
It was asserted that Thaw, in slaying Stanford White, he-
lieved he was acting as an agent of Providence: that real
or fancied wrongs committed against him by the architeet :
and former friend of his wife had caunsed the impulse to
| kill. When the deed was done Thaw made no movement
to escape its consequences, hut. holding the fatal revolver
aloft, he stood as if mutely proglaiming to  the world:
“The deed is done; it was rvight; it was not wrong.”




