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FMER amazing serles of robberies
| mod murders by automobils
. bendits In France has broughkl

s alarming poseibilities of
ing moderr scientllic devicea

Uses.

il & the perfect understand-
’ of sutomobile mechanism pos-
Bt by (hese bandlts, their abllity
: the machines and run them
8 blgnest speed, thelr knowi-
pal where to sleal naw high-
pred machines, and thelr reck-
and imaginative daring that
d them lo carry on thelr
8 successfully for thres years,

w an Unparalleled
hain of Murders and
Robberies by Three Auto-
nobile Pirates in Paris Has
. Led the Great German

tientist, Max Nordau, to Predict
la Visitation of Captain Kidds

pen to ona of the skyscrapers of
New York. Suppose, for instance,
ihat the aeropline bandils descend-
ed upon the roof of some Wall
glrect shy-scraper, which contains
countless millions In cash, notes,

gold, eecurilies and olher forms of-

wealth. According to Dr. Nordau
the bandits could eelect the most
portabla purt of this plunder, load
it on their machine, and fiy away
to some secret hiding place—say
in the Catskill Mountains,

it is true that at present an aero
plane would have difficulty in land-
ing on the top of most New York

KilLeD
MECHANIC | EM
WOUNDED
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77| At 8 o’clock in
\| the morning of
March 26 the
bandits steal
an automobile
in the Forest

‘| of Senart.

¥ over twenty persons and to
A¥2y §200.600 in money befors
; telr band was arrested.

M 8lzsering carcer of succoss-
e s led Dr Mux Nordiu
o Ioterenting, if alarming,
00 that we may soon expect
#4 triminaly ysing acroplanes.
BeWer and more wonderful
=0 engines may cnable daring
Wikl lll operate far more suc-
the automobiles have

8 B0 that modern criminals
B8 bigh degree of sclentific
YR And a4 reckless daring
8L 1o risk of death.”
Dr. Norgay, “How can we
wiiceman who are pelther
. H0r Caring to deal with
L "® Must revies our mothods
g Wik orime (o Eeep track
HOgTess of gclence and ed-

. “Pale that we shall soom
3 We seroplune has been
) fome Caplain Kidd of
B Wit ity e utliized
™ Ol muny new sclentific In-
-._. :-;Llh %o or thres acro-
B ton, 1 of criminaly could
i Upon gome tressure-
o Ing, taxq the occupants
B hold- the  doorways
. e UBlance, load the troas-
ia P Reroplanes, fly away,
: darknesy of the night,
 somng unknown hid(ng.

v,

o BUBReslion that aero-

by &y MIEHL taka o great
lslo

Firlso enlls up an in-
%ol what might Lap

skyscrapers, but
scientific ingenu-
ity will, it Is ex-
pected, soon make
a great mprove-
ment in this dl
rection.

Then, aecording

to Dr, Max Nor-
dau, the police
will be forced o

cope with the pi-
rateg of the alr
by becomiog asro-
planists of supe-
rior daring them-
aelves,

To return {0

the actual ex-
ploite of the
French automo-
bile »andits:
The last great
coup of thege

eriminals woe the
looting of the

branch bank at
Chantllly, near
Paris, of the t-‘mlcl-
ete Generale,
a very zreut Murder of Bank Messenger
French buuklng copy jn the Rue Ordener,
fnstitution. Vi Al the

At 8 olclock 1o 10 u;:?::lsloll. First
men, armed with :-!ﬂezsl g il
held up an automobile & ey (
the historle forest of Eh_‘uu.rl'g.I i in the
the chauffeur. named Mathllle, s Latest
geized the machine. They Wﬂf?ss Series
to relurn at top spoed to Paris. : of

By 10:30 o'clock they nem’in .
Chantilly, a wealthy town 1y I!xt Automobile
twenty-three mlles northesst ? Out ges.
Purls, ‘They stopped abruptly in All
{ront of the bank. Five of lho.ﬁan These
got out and entered the bank ey A
shot tlie cashier and his assistant, ere
who wers behind & desk, and seized  Committed
$%0,000 In gold and notes. They then v Ehie
shiot a porter who attempted to cc{m. .
to the rescue of hls fellow employes Sam

Onw of the bundita slocd at the Man.

of the Air

door with a repeating carbine, ready
to shoot any ocne who should enter
from without. The gixth bandit
walted with his hands on the wheel
of the machine. '

By the tlme the five bandits re-
turned to the machine a congiderahls
crowd had gathered, attracted by the
shots. The bandite poured a volley
of bullets Into them, wounding
many, and disappeared in a cloud of
dust. They were reported at As-
nieres ,another suburb, at 11:80, and
vanished again.

After this outrage, the last of
many, the French Minisiry of the
Interior created a special force of
auto policemen furnished with fast
machines. Before this, (he French

sue the auto bandils on horseback.
A gendarme on horseback. for in-

in the florest of Senart, With the
ald of the mzchines the polica sue-
ceaded in wrresling cix suspected
Perapnn. whose share in the outrages
s now being Iavestigated,

by some
tain Kidd of
volice had actually attempted to pur- the air, With
it may be
Btance, pursued the vanishing auto uhllzed

“l anticipate
that we shall
soon hear
that the aero-

lane has

een adopted
ap-

any one

tific inventions. With two or three

SwWoop

The police are trying to make out filled bui]ding' hold

that a burly ruffian, Carouy, was
among those arrested, but it is much
to be doubted thut he had the bralus
to plan these daring crimes.

Tha present =eries of outrages e
Kan oun December 10 of last year,
On that day a swift automoblle
stopped at 2 o'clock in the afternoon
in the Rue Ordener, coe of the most
central thoroughtares of Parls. Ths
men in it shot down a bank messen-

perhaps in

Eer who was

walking along thas

. ;?BL(IJ r;anrs In cash

bullets inta the ¢ wd whiohey of
rowd wi

:ed about, killing On:nlich Lty

ounding severa el

l others, Th
Jumped into thejr machine ao:d|:}$;

appeared at a gpo.
miles an bour, oo Of nearly fry
The oise was

Fubmitted 1o 3
Alphonse Bortil-
lon, the sclentifie
dircctor o the
detect|ve depart-
ment of Paris, who
complete]y

Eiructed ¢ O
tructed the do-
Ings of the ban.
::Im from the
races they

TL.n L) hud
- “Byv niessuring
the sltzht Impres-

8100 made by the
IWo auto whesls
o the Ktreet,” he
sald, “I find that
the wheels

wore
exactly fonr feot
Bix loches apart,
und the Impres-
#lon made by the
car when It was
slopped showed
that it was ten
feet Jous These

detulls would cor-
respond exactly to
the measuremonts
of o Panhard
nlnely horse pow-
er muchine of
1910."*

pPon some treasure-

ness of the night, and speed

LA

Inquiry soon showed that a ma-
cliine of this description had been
Etolen !'rpm M. Norman, of Boulogne,
{wo weeks befors tha crime.

! M. Bertillon then pointed out ‘hat
the car had been carefully renum-
Lered and the machine stored in a
gdrage. for otherwise the complaint
of its owner would have led to its
discovery.

‘On the day following the affalr in
the Rua Ordener M. Normaup's auto
Wis found abandonecd in 2 lonely
Bireet at Dleppe, one hundred and
ffty miles from Parls.

The startling discovery was then
made that the leader of the auto
bandlts wos the same person as the
head of the gang who plundered the
Orient Express In September of last
year, ‘Ihils fast frain was stopped
fo the heart of France at night and
robbed of thousands of dollars in
bags of zold that were being carried
fe Indla, The 1dentity of this ban-
it was proved by the finger prints
he had left while renumberinz the
£tolen auto and others he hud made
at the time of robbing the express

After carrying off their plunder
from the train this band stopped
at Chatelet-en-Brie, and executed
ona of thelr number, ao Itallan
pamed Platano, a traitor to thelr
plans, by cutting hiz throat. The
man who performed thiz execution
wiped his bands of blood ou tha
dead man's shirt. 7The executfoner
and the leader of the auto bandits
in the Rue Ordener were ones and
tha zame person., After the execu-
ilon they stopped an auto and mur-
dered the chauffeur at Chatelet-en-
Brie.

At 10:30 the
bandits
stole the auto

who

in the
kill the cashier,
assistant cashier
and porter of
the bank at
Chantilly. seize
the cash, fusil-
lade the would-
be rescuers and

vanish

forest

Y.~
—

the dark the doorways. against all assistance, load the treasure on their aeroplanes, fly away,
to some unknown hiding place.

Tha Interesting fact was also ob-
served by the police that the auto
bandlts weras tectotaliers. Probably
that was why they were so proficient
In their work. Common criminals
bave always been drinkers of alco-
hol. Alcohoil:s drinkers are forced
to stop f{recuently to take more
drink, alcoholiec if Lhey can find It.
but drink of some sort. They have
to stop frequently to attend to thelr
physical needs, and are Incapable o*
continuous, unewerving exertlon.

Naw, in all the searches tha police
miade they found no traces of men
with a fresh supply of money in the
common drinklng resorts of crimi-
nals, ne bresking open of saloons
such 2s always [ollows a succeszsiul
coup by common burglars, no abap-
daned bottles along the rond. These
men were testotallers and able to
refresh themselves by frequent stops
at roadside “ountalns and horse
troughsa.

The banndits had a habit of cop:
getantly sitealing fresh automoblles
2ud abandoning the old ones. They
had a profound knowiedge of all
kinds of machines.

The mnachine =oLbandonsd near
Dleppe showed by s speedometer
that it had been running for thetrip
at the rate of 40% miles per hour,
the third speed of this machine.
Now, thiz rate of speed proved that
the car had left Parls just thres
hours and three-quarters vefore It
was zpandoned. This was exactly
half an bour sfter the robbery. just
lime to get out ol Paris

The police here did n clover plecas
of detectlve work. They esrimuted
that the criminals had stoleu a fresh
machine abouvt halt an hour after
the robbery and seat, perhops, one
accomplica to Dieppe to get rid of
the old muchine,

They made Inquiries, and s=ocom
found that a 70-horsepower Levas
senr car had been stolen at the lime
specified from (he garage of M.
Buisson at Saint Mande, a qulet,
aristocratle suburb of Parlz, border-
ing on the Park of Vincennes

The police found the trucks of
thls machines running In the diree-
tion of Alais. They wired lo Alals,
nud the police there waited in am-
biush.

But the bandits were too clever,
guessed the police plans, turoed
arowmd, came hack by a different
roud and passed the octrol gate of
Paris at 6§ o'ciock. always going full
spoed. At 0:05 they overturned a
vegetable dealer’'s carst In the Rue
de Rivoll and thelr machine was in-
jured, a fact shown by & streak of
gasoline along the road.

At §:30 they stopped in the Place

du Havre to mend o leak In the gas-
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"— Dr, Max Nerdau.

oline tank., A policeman named Ga™
nier, not suspecting they werc the
great bandits, put his foot on the
gtep to warn thern azalast breakin?
the epeed law., They lcit him desd
with three bulleta in hia.

As they flew away, many terrified
pedestirians were able to distingulsh
thres men in the car. with a tremen-
dously thickset glant st the wheel,
his face concealed by automoblle
EoEgles

Did justice hold the bandita ab
last? Not yet.

Once more they vanished In a
cloud of dust, and orders wera wired
to the police and gendarmerie (the
national mllitary police force) in
evaery direction to watch for a fles
ing or an abandoned auto.

Soon 4 report came of ao aute
abandoned in a back street of Sk
Ouen, a suburb of Paris

It was the auto of M. Bulsson, '8
&t Mande It bad been set on fire
and all s combustible parts de
stroyed, but this time the speedome
ter showed a distance of 215 milas
cavered In one trip Obn the back af
the carriaga were tho marks of two
ievoiver bullet:

Th!s showed that the handits had
travelled far out of Parls, had been
concerned In another erima (for oo
bullets had struck the machine be
fore), and had been compelled to
return to Paris for some reason.

At this polnl word came (rom
Pontofse, another suburb, five miles
from St. Quen, that at 5 o'clock that
morning, before daybreak, some tnen
had been surprised Io the office of
M. Tintant, n leading lawyer of the
town, engaged In breaking open his
safe. M. Tintant had discoverad
them and fired at them from his
window ns they were getring into
an suto. A journeyman baker named
Cogueral, who was up at that early
bour on mccount of his trade at
tempted to hold them and was shot
dead,

At thls point the handits dlsap-
peared completely. It was not untii
after they attacked and boml vd
the Societe Generale at Chantilly,
an enpisode described earlier In this
erticle, that any of them were an
cesled,

Among the other crimes atiribused
to them besides thoze already m- -
tioned are

Bauk messenger named Gouy Paik
1et rohbed of §30,000 in Paris Jan-
uary 81, 19812,

Freight statlon robbed, two men
murdered, at Les Aubrals, near Op
leans, January 3L

Battle with burglars, in which one
policeman was killed and one bge
glar committed sulelde, Angerville,
January 1 .




