folk than hims
rors of others g
and sarcastic

* superstitious fer-
yod

contem

himself incapable
It was for this
he had had 1 :

ghastly mnanner; b
money, he had never
penditure, for thereby 1
waking thoughts had always

regrette

with egotistical satisfaction,
furnished him with ex
and sneer at the world, w

he was.

It may be inferred that
time in prayer He was
and there was little need to

self: but his reflections were all self-
adulative, self-reverent. He felt that
he had done a good day's work He
had forever rid himself of a dangerous
rival, a man whose ambition had of late
caused him grave uneasiness He had
saved his money, and would make mors,

for he fancied he would know well encugh
hew to cajole Jibaloff’'s master into be-
lleving that the pasha had p »d  at
sea by some unknown peril of the deep.

He laughed azloud to think that there
was no occasion to admit to the Sultan
the recelpt of any portlon of the gold,

and ali the miser In him reveled and de-
lighted in the idea of exacting a second
payment for the nefarious contract he
had in hand. There was still
him do. To-morrow, at the
the prince would arrive t¢ claim his por-
tion of the spoil, thinking fondly, no
doubt, that he, the Count d’'Attala, would
be such a madman as lightly to part with

to

s0o vast a sum as a hundred thousand
pounds. The old man chuckled softly to
himself. Well, to-morrow the prince, too,

would die; he had never been more than
a figurehead, and his period of usefulness
had passed; indeed, he was becoming
troublesome, and had lately dared to velce
a threat,

The count's thin, yellow hands clutched
hungrily at the bedclothes then, for a
further consideration had occurred to
him. After the prince’'s death there
would never be need for another division
of the gold that he loved so dearly. All,
alt would be his.

It would certainly be necessary to ap-
point substitutes in the places of the dead
men in order- to carry on the work of
nilhilism, and reconstitute the infernal
trio whe huod worked so long together,

| given

work for |

‘atest, | yes and half raised himself,

This was the problem presented an hour
later to Lord Francls Cressingham, who,
after successfully negotiating the tunnels
undermining the mountain, had at last
arrived at the sliding panel ecommunicat-
ing with the gallery that traversed the
library walls. Silently as ghosts his obe-
dient company had one by one crept after
Lim through the narrow gateway, and
ensconced themselves behind the curtains
of the gallery.

Cressingham made sure that the siaves
were really slumbering, and then with ut-
most care tiptoed to the staircase and
down it to the floor of the apartment.

A gesture, and just as noiselessly the
soldiers followed him. Pausing a moment
for consideration, he made up his mind,
and proceeded to sclve the problem
straightway like a man of action.

With a smart, soundless rush the first
was ninfoned and bound hefore he
was thoroughly awakened. The chain rat-
tled against the door, but no warning was

Cressingham forced the dcor open,
and the glave before him into the bed-
chamber. The second slave started to his
feet, uttering a sharp guttural cry.

Some one struck him over the head with
the butt of a pistol, but Cressingham did
not wait to observe results, for the Count
d’Attala, though not entirely aroused, was
stirring restlessly, The young man hur-
ried to the bed and waited, cocking his re-
volver.,

The

slave

count in his
“What is
the matter?” he demanded testily; then
seeing Cressingham, and marking, too,
his attendants in the hands of such hos-
tile numbers, his face slowly blanched,
and he sat upright in bed. ““What does
this mean?” he stammered angrily.

“It means—you are my prisoner,” said
Cressingham. “Don’t move, count, and
keep silence If you value your life. Or-
sin! Vicenzo! your assistance, please.”

The two gentlemen named rapidly ap-
proached, each provided with g stout roil
of cord.

“Bind the count,” continued Cressing-
ham; “‘his hands behind his back—so' now
his feet—ah, thanks! Now, if you please,
count, you will give your ordinary signal
for summoning your servants.'

The count smiled and shook his head.
Cressingham eyed him sternly.

“You refuse?”’

“Do you take me for a focl?”

Cressingham made a quick sign, and
Orsini at once clapped his hand over the

thrust his knuckles

i him
| of smoke that issued frem the rock below
| the sheer ledge upon which the garden

suddenly, and pointed to a thin trail

jutted. Waiting there in silen! specula-
tion, all distinctly heard the muffled thud
of engines, the faint whirr of machinery
in motion, which seemed to arise from
beneath their very feet.

Another was immediately insti-
tuted, and this revealed presently a trap-
door in the very center of the basement,
whose presence the matting had at first
concealed view. Opening this. the
roar of machinery instantly grew louder,
but the darkness below was intense,

Lamps were again brought into use, and

search

m

soon they silently commenced the de-
| scent. Their caution was entirely need-
|less. They found themselves in an im-

mense apartment similar to the basement,
only this was entirely shut in by the solid
framework of the mountain, for it was
nothing but a monstrous excavation in
the rock. Their lamps showed them at
one end a large dynamo and steam en-
gine, both of which were in motion; at
the other, a mass of different machinery
and a telegraphist’s operating table, upon
which an instrument monotonously tick-

ed. Against the central wall reposed a
large printing press and long fonts of
type; also two typographical machines

which would not have been out of place
in the workroom of a London journal.
The place was further occupied by quite
a score of men, some white, some black,
asleep.

Those awake turned and glanced at the
intruders, but with an indifference which
was at first startling from its utter un-
expectedness. But the reason was soon
made manifest. Each movement that they
made was accompanied by the eclanking
of iren, and a hasty examination inform-
ed Cressingham that they were one and
all gyved and fettered with the most
superlative care, their heavy. chains in
every case being riveted to ring-bolts in
the floor. While the gentlemen stood
there endeavoring teo recover from their
astornishment, two men got slowly to
their feet, and after a careless glance
inte the furnace of the engine, unscrew-
ed a tap and poured into a funnel-shaped
opening a quantity of oil from cans
which stood within their range of ac-
tion,

Cressirgham’s first thought was that
these men must all be suffering victims,
unfortunate creatures whom the ecruel
nihilists had possibly kidnapped from

By this time he had become herribly
anxious for his sweetheart's safety, and
commenced to despair finding her
alive. He was on the point of ascend-
ing to retest jthe upper floor, when the
two men w \gl had dispatched to the
look-out suddenly returned, their eager
faces showing they brought news,

“Well?" said Cressingham, excitedly.

One replied: “There are a dozen negroes
on the beach, and scatterad round the
bay, my lord, all hard at work engaged
in collecting and burning wreckage.”

Like a flash there occurred to the young
man the true reason he had been unable
to discover the remainder of the count's
attendants,. They were no doubt cover-
ing up the traces of last night's de-
structive work.

But that did not explain the disappear-
ance of Miss Elliott and Mme. Viyella. He

of

he

at once ordered his whole force to await
the arrival of the negroes, concealing

themselves, as well as they could, in the
main hall, and secure them immediately
on entrance. Then with renewed anxiety
he betogk himself to the upper floor and
resumed his work. In ten minutes he was
interrupted by a messenger with the in-
formation that one negro had returned as
if ¢n an errand to the castle, and been
captured,

Cressingham had by that time seen the
hopelessness of further search in that part
of the castle, for the walls on the upper
story were all above ground, and only
one stone thick. It was ridiculous to sup-
pose the existence of any secret passage
possible, He suddenly determined to ques-
tlen this negro, and accompanied his
comrade to the great hall, where he found
the fellow cowering, bound, upon the floor,
displaying the most craven terror. Cres-
singham ordered his gag to be removed,
and standing over him with a cocked re-
velver, demanded in Italian: “Where are
the two ladles who were in thiz house
last night?”

The negro answered with chattering
teeth: “Pardon, excellency; I do not
know.”

‘“When did you see them last?”

“Excellency, last night at dinner; they
@dined with my master, the prince.” «

“The prince!”

“Yes, excellency, the Prince of Attala.”

“You are lying to me. You know where
they are. Speak, or I shall kill you.”

The fellow's black face became gray
with fear, *“Good, kind exceliency,” he

boat—'
“HMist!" cried one of the men, interrupt-
ing sudd

In the silence that ensuyed a noisc
feootsteps and velces was heard on the
path without the great door. Instantly
all prepared themselves for 3 g gle,

one man to save time stunning
with a violent blow
Next moment the door opened,
remaining servants of the
and dirty from their toil,

and the
weary
trooped u

count,

having
sistance

“Gentlemen,”

surrendered without offering re-

Cressingham tore

it upon the scabbard of his s
" he cried;
this from the

ord,

to wave lookout, so that
harbor without fear.”
A dozen hands were raised, but

the door. Next second he returned and
ment rounding the peint.”

“Then,” said Cressingham. “to work!
Before we breakfast, our prisoners must
all be shipped, for that is our first duty;
and only then can we eat in safety. The
count is now bound and gagged, but*‘he is
such a devil that until he is safe aboard
the Sea Hawk I shall continue to fear
him!"”

Two hours afterward every living crea-
ture on the island had been transported
to the yacht; Attala was utterly aban-
doned, and Cressingham and his compan-
ions were feted in the cabin of the Sea
Hawk, with a magnificent disregard to
the cost of Perigord’s champagne,
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the negro |
from a revolver butt. |
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cried Cressingham. rising,

excited and panting from his exertions,

“we¢ have accomplished our mission, and |
v—the island of Atiala is ours,

ing cheers greeted his words.

from his pocket a small |,
flag—it was the unicn jack—and fastened |

“a volunteer |
the Sea Hawk may know and enter the|"
!

| Maedel

the |
nearest seized the trophy and hurried to |

said: “My lord, the Sea Hawk is this mo—{
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> was an atheist from the sincerest pos- | lamps etk ,.2” kept "MZ'"H' '”!: S nd | ed upon a small, square garden of flowers | panel of bedroom and library walls, | Ut ?‘“*_"""17" _ 'Good, 1 axcellency, - d . | Square 517—Sisters of §
le conviction I . n loved ‘Algh[. of all things, and was and vegetables, separated therefrom by |but with the singie exception of the door do not know. ) ) Iuncmr‘l s, (,‘.Aess‘pake .avl Obio },h‘t Mary Dunr; rart o
his belief nothing existed which his | unable to sleep in a darkened room. | open doors of glass, The garden was as | Which had admitted his comrades d “Ig it not on the beach now :\';h-r'\r meys, F. 8. Pery—Hawilton, | Howard University—Ch:
e could not realize, or at least ‘“' S LRUN that the i s h“d' “I“P‘?“I(y»:s,.rx.»'i. however, as the rest of the es- | himself to the apartment, all appeared| ‘No, excellency. L Raes Pt Absrsem = George W. Grice,
Athonm.  Neither God nor Satan had protected his sleeping moments, and the | vopichment. A few moments sufficed to | solid, and resounded d to his knock- ngham Philip Waiker i o e 5
. de man e i » hs lan was a good one, for his bed chamber 3 : S oy s . B Le: . he librar ke invest i e = PEEDS OF TRUST.
uehnemgeade mantfost -to-Nioy, b bl {' ot NP § 2 h. apa | EXplore evervthing, and Cressingham was ing. Leaving the library, he investigat- ) if a) Lord vs, Emery. Aftorners, Randsiph
never known a dead man to return to|had no other means of approach, and | . trained to pause for the moment en-|ed in similar fashion the other sixteen of the rd fails | Bart E. €. Dutton—J. E. Ray and W. M. L=
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life; therefore n, hell, and the here. | although one of the slaves was deaf, and | ;41 paffied rooms of that floor of the chateau, but |to reveal the presence of my flancee, | Le Square 1286—(Clarence A. Lint Frank T.
after he rega as merely bogies cre-|both were dumb, no one could possibly | o 0 ¢ hic companions, however, who { no sign of hollow wall or hidden door |FEllictt, and Mme. Viyella, we shall Jones vs. Washington Railway and Elec- Rawlings and W. Earl to  secure
ated by the i ition of softer-brained | enter the room without disturbing them. | p.4 jingered among the flowers, called |rewarded his careful search. that they have escaped the island in that | ¢ tompany. Attorneys, R. F. Dowring and E.{ Frank W. Cheek, 5250, 1 sear, 6 per cent. semi-

annually, part t 63,

| Cleveland Park—William A o R. Thomas
Robinson and V m to secure H
Rozier Dulany e, and 2 yeass, 5
per cent, semi mlly, i block 7.

| Cleveland Pari rayton H. Ransom et ux. to R.

ason and William A, Hill,
R. Dulany trustee, $88 1 ts 2

§ per cenmt, semi-

Rosedale and 1
son J. Newto
cure Wilmot
smi-ann
block

years, § per cept,
and part lot 2

n H. Whitman et ux. to Washing-
ton Loan and npany, to secure Equii-
al A ing Association, $§800, lot

-Alice Williams to Thomas Walker and
George F. Collins, to secure Isaish A. Boyd, §05,

6 months, 8§ per cent 8

3 pons et vir, Ward
n Brown and Henry H. Bergmann,
riental Building Xssociation, No. 8,
95, block 43

Walter E. Wright et ux. and Frank E.
ux. to Thomas W. ¥y

Square 390-—-Mary
J. BHarrisom J

uwe John

at, semi-an . part lots 26 and 27,

Bquare #3—James C, Demt et ux, to George W,
Linkins and George K. Linkins, to secure Helen
F. Soule, $500, 3 years, § per cent, semi-annually

lot II. Same to same, to secure Jenuie 8 Pev-
ton, $1.00C, 3 sears, § per cent, semi-annually,
iot 16

Park View—Reuben Cook et ux. to B. Franeis
Saul and Herbert T. Shasnon, to secure Mid-
dangh & Shapnon, ine.. §50, 15 and % months,
5 per ceat, semi-annually, lots I8, 19, 20, square
037

Park View—Middaugh & Shannon, ine.. to B.
Francis Saul and James F. Shes, to secure

Home Savings Bank, §$13750, 1 yesr. 6 per cent
interest, semi-anpuaily, lots 63 to &7, sguare
3036,

Addition to Belair Heights—Charles 0.
George W. Brown and Wiiliam Ker,
Gertrude M. Hubbard, $3,508, 3
cent, semi-anuually, lot 19, biock 8.

Square T9-George R, MeGlue ot ux. to Edward
8. Wescott and Walter R. Wilcox, to secure
Charies B. Bailey, $2500, 1 vear, 5 per céent,
semi-aunually, part original lot 20

Square 5B~—Joha W. Blakelock et ux. to Wharton

Rice tn
to securs
years, 5 jper

E. Lester and J. Claronce Price, to secure J.
Philip Herrmann, $1.50, 3 years, 5 per cenmt,
semi-anuually, east 4 ot 2

Washington Heights—Herbert W. T. Jenner to Wil-
liam Coreoran Hitl and Charles W. Fairfax, to
secure trustees of Louise Home, $4.000, 3 sears,
$#£ per cent, semi-annually, lot 27, block 6.

Square 786—Charles S. Harrison to Willlam A. Hill
and Charles W. Simpson, to secure Sarah B,
g:llg. $2,500, J years, 6 per cent, semi-annually,




