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brought out the Dresents
to send home and

them together on the table
wanted to know the space

they would In packing The cardi
gan Jacket for his father would make
the package bulky but he was
rather proud of that jacket it would
b just the thing for his father to wear
about the farm Davis smiled as he
thought of the ugly old wamus he re
HMinbared his father wearing and then
he went down to the janitor

Miller have you got a box about so
large he asked spreading out his hands
in estimation of width and length

The old German put up a pudgy hand to
hold his while he nodded

Did do he asked producing a green
pasteboard box from a collection he had
brought home several days Before in an-

ticipation of the tips their
would insure-

I dake backage down for he
added as his Intelligent fingers read the
marks on the coin Davis slipped into

themNo Im going down answer
ed Davisyhappily He heard the postman
ring his number and he stopped for the
letter His happy eyes clouded as he
saw his mothers cramped writing She
seldom wrote being ashamed of her
crude composition and poor spelling and
he had a premonition why she had not
left this letter to his slater Mary H
was not mistaken

Dear you come home for
Christmas I wish you would i am so
lononm to you John I haint
you far most eight years an I am old

with love
from mother

Davis eyes turned misty but he reeo
ultaly put the letter away He could not
go now go and give up those two weeks
Of sharing houseparty life with Myrtle
Chester Then there were his roles in the
theatricals and the singing Ht could

her in lurch It was im
posslble He would go home to mother
for a few days In January She would

jttet as Perhaps he could tell
wonderful light flashed into his

eyes and h returned to his packing But
there was no longer any joy in it Even
the oft black dross that Mis Cheater
had helped him to select no longer stirred
any anticipations of his mothers pleas
ure It had sort of a crepy feel to him
now and in his mind crepe was asso-
ciated only with funerals Even the all
for Marys little girl whose blue eyes
still for him the delightfully criti
cal inspection of gray
ones he thrust hastily into the box

forgetting to protect its head with
JHttttty fur cap and gloves he had
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bought for the boy How heavenly kind
she had been that day and how his heart
had leaped at thought of always having
her to go Christmas shopping with him
for these youngsters and others His
heart grew lighter again

He stood a moment as he opened the
door on Park avenue calculating the dis
tance to Fortysecond street He liked
to walk but he had been working lata
these last nights that he might be

free for the Chester house party
Last night ho hail not slept at alt ana
he was tired so he walked up Ninety
second street to Madison avenue and
took a ear

At the express office he handed in lite
package with a sigh of relief and leaned
wearily against the window while the
agent made out his receipt

Ill write and tell mother Ill come
next month he thought dreamily and
then as the glare of lightning zfgzaged
through the sky there flamed into his
brain this message John Davis id East
Ninetysecond street Mother dying
Como Mary

He straightened with a start and stood
In bewilderment striving to comprehend
what lied happened to him He had not
been asleep It had been no dream tint
he knew Yet not one of the bustling
throng was heeding him no one there
was concerned in that message He seized
the change and receipt which the agent
was holding out to him and hurried out-
side A conviction that he could sot
reason against urged him home to meet
the message that he felt was coming to
him there

As his car wlitrled on Davis tried to
keep his mind from going beyond the
question of that message Itself to
meaning in that message but sometimes
the mother dying broke through Ids
brains defense and the high plies of
brick and stone sank into the earth and
left a little old farmhouse with a taut
ing porch on which stood a woman
stooped and aging to whom he waved
adieu from beside his father on the
of the old spring wagon

As he swung off at Ninetysecond street
he saw a messenger boy half way up
from Lexington avenue Davis hurried
and reached his door first

Here is that for me John Davis he
asked putting out his hand He scrawl-
ed his name as the boy held out the book
then tore open the yellow envelope sad
saw John Davis Mother dying Come
Mary

Come It wa the message of his
mother longing the yearning heartcall-
of eight hungry years of motherlove and
his dull senses had never heard it until
now As he stumbled up the stairs
urged on by the great dread his memory
dropped through the years to the time
when he had stumbled up the rickety
steps of the old beck porch calling hi
mother to deliver him from the angry
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turkey gobbler behind How quickly shoi
had answered his call How quickly she
had always answered it He lived his
youth anew in the flare of the flashlight
that moved across his memory and only
her gentle patient eyes kept him from
cursing the manhood that had forgotten
He was not a religious man but the God

n

was a telegraph once When a mere boy
Davis had learned telegraphy as the only
thing in his village that offered ft way

to his higher amblfton and when he had
stood there some subconsciousness had
caught the message as it clicked off and
the names had startled his numb senses
into recognition-

He bade tho younger man goodby with
a warmth that made tha other treasure
the memory gratefully then ho hurried
back and sent his sister Mary a mes
sage that ho was coming home at once

There was now no need that ho should
go away without seeing Miss Chester so
he turned up Park avenue toward the
contractors home It was early but he
thought as ho went up the steps that he
would not tell the servant he was leav-
ing he would let her coming to him

upon her inclination But when the
man waited to take his card he weakened
and wrote across It Going away

Davis had often wondered how Chester-
in whom there was no more leaven of
imagination than in one of his contracts
and his commonplace wife dune to have
as daughter this girl with a face like a
cameo and the air of a higher atmos
phere Davis was quite at his ease with
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Myrtle which is altogether the sweet voice hesitated love he prompted tenderlyI

of his childhood his mothers God came
back to him with the old reality and a-

pathetic little prayer crept out from
under the worldliness his heart a he
packed his valise

When be was ready he for a mo
ment looking about the room There
was something he wanted but not untl

fell upon his mothers letter did
he realise what it wa He dropped his
face against It for a moment ac though
it were mother cheek As he put
the letter away he picked up the

to see when ft had been sent and
heart pave a great leap he noticed

In
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for the first time that it was headed
Cedar Bluffs Iowa His home was In

Onto He turned to summon the janitor
but thought of Millers slowness and
ran down to him instead

Is there another John A Davis in the
house he demanded so excitedly that
the placid German took his pipe from
his mouth without the extra inhalation
tiwh whisk ho usually indented his sen
tences

Yes he come last week to Mrs Allen
flat S He her relation she says lookln
fer yob I dink You git him letter

Davis stood long enough to draw
breath Then he went to hunt the

other Davis Luckily it was too early for
the latter to have gone for his breakfast

Ho found a slim boyish namesake in
whose somber eyes Davis saw the record
of the homesickness of his own first days
in the city Davis wished he had found-
a man of the world resourceful re-

served instead of viiis pitiful unnerved
lad whose weakness kept the lump in his
own throat He helped the boy pack
looked up his train and took him to the
depot wondering all the time how he had
chanced to get that message Was it be-

cause of the keener receptive sensitive
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ness of mind at that moment that h
had intercepted the home thought that

speeding to this boy He had al
ways rather laughed at telepathy and
now that the awe of the message was
leaving him his mind busied its lf de-
signing the bridge over which cause must
have reached effect The boy had to touch
his arm when it was time to leave the
carThey passed the express window where
Davis had stood when the message had
reached him and as quickly as that mes-
sage had omen now came Its understand-
ing Alongside the express department

his

was ¬

¬

the parents but she was so immeasur-
ably liner that her personality held in
check the desire it created He had felt
very near to her of late There had been
times when her gray eyes had lit with
recognition of the meaning in his and
he told himself that if they gave him
such hope now be would tand silent
But when she came in exquisitely sug-
gestive of home life in her simple morn
ing gown there was only kindly concern
in her eyes

You are as bd as site said
goodnatured acceptance of tie annoying-
in her tone He went to Buffalo this

¬

¬

morning and I meant to postpone the re-

hearsal until tomorrow How much
later must I put it to get my star per
former in

At another time Davis would have
heard all things sweet In her rebuking
possessive but now ho was too troubled
by her misunderstanding to take com

fortOh Im not coming back that is not
until after the holidays he said awk-
wardly

But my theatricals my house party
she exclaimed in dismay-

I am overwhelmed he said abject
edly but perhaps Dick

She sometimes had a way of putting
him beyond the pate of her conscious-
ness with a careless droop of her lids
She did It now

Of course Dick will do capitally He
sings almost as well as you and he has
played tho part before he told me A
merry Christmas to you then and a
happy New Year Dont let the matter
trouble your good time

Thank you he replied chilled to the
heart He wanted to explain but that
would seem like playing on her sym
pathy So he said Inanely Im going
home for a few weeks

Oh she said coldly you thought
last week you couldnt go Im glad you
are freer And then he looked so dis-

tressed that added appealingly
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Must you go Why not stay with us
and go later I asked you first long
before last week

He smiled
Mother has beqi asking me for eight

years The fact that I put your invitation
first shows how selfish I am he replied
soberly and If the meaning in his words
could be mistaken the light in his eyes
could not The flush In her delicate face
deepened and she looked past him to the
street but her mouth remained cold

There comes Mr Adams now she
said suddenly

Adams came In cheerily
Going away he repeated as Miss

Chester explained Yes I know I stood
behind him in the office while he sent
word to Mary that he was coming He
was so engrossed that he never noticed

meIt was my sister said Davis with a
cold dignity that made Adams grin

He went out Into the street with a
heart unattuned to the Christmas joy in
the atmosphere He was fiercely jealous
of these coming days which Dick Adams
would have with Myrtle Chester And
she was displeased with his going That
hurt him most for it warred with his
conception of the woman be loved that
she did not understand

He straightened resolutely He would
not go home to his mother in a selfsac
rificing mood He passed a florists win-
dow and he stopped to get some flowers
to take with him Just inside the door
stood a large vase filled with glossy
thick green sprays and tucked between
the leaves was a card bearing the words

Myrtle which is chiefly for love
Davis swung into the shop and bought

the whole green mass No one else
should have aught of it Scrawling the
quotation across his card he slipped it
Into the box himself and wrote Myrtle
Chesters address for the man Whatever
his doubts were she should have none
Then he bought his mothers Rowers and
went to his train

When he turned in at his fathers gate
he saw his mother coming from the
chicken yard and a pang shot through
him as he noted how bowed she was It
was snowing and she put her hands up
to shield her eyes as she looked to see
who was coming As Davis leaped over
the flower mound covered with evergreen
boughs she dropped the pan and spoon
she carried and hobbled toward him with
outstretched hands Even before he
reached her he noted the great knots
on the rheumatism ot which
Mary bad written and he kissed them

knucklesthe

¬

¬

before he laid his head down against
hersOh

John you did comp she cried
Didnt Mary get my message he

asked
Mary Is wth your Aunt Lucy Shes

sick Let me ring the bell for father
hell think Ive got an early dinner She
smiled happily

meet him said Davis feeling
that he could not endure the strain of
feeding two pairs of hungry old eyes at
a time

His father had always seSmed much
older than his mother but Davis was not
surprised to find him younger now A
gap between father and son is not span
ned by a handclasp so easily as with a
mother but it seemed to Davis he was
closer to his undemonstrative father than
ever before

Im glaj youve come John I can
see mother had been frettln to see you
the old man said heartily The mother
watching saw them turn to look over
the farm-

I hope father wont take him to look
over the place now she saId aloud for
In these years of yearning for her boy
she had taken to talking to herself as
though he were present

Grandma grandma called a childish
voice and a boy of lIve popped excited
ly out of the kitchen door the phones
ringing

The telephone was an Innovation with
which Mrs Davis would have naught to
do

Ilf bro

¬

¬

Run and tell your grandpa Harry
And theres your Uncle John up there
Run and meet him

Davis saw him coming and held out
his hand but the boy veered off to his
grandfathers side

The phones ringing grandpa he an
nounced with his eyes on the strangers
face

All right But this Is your Uncle
John Harry

Uncle John what my mamma
me told the big Santa Claus to send me
somethln demanded the child eying
Davis

Sure And he said hed bring it too
declared Davis

The boys tone became wheedling
What did you tell him Uncle John
A nice fur cap and fur gloves re

plied Davis with emphasis
The lads face fell He reached for his

grandfathers hand as though to help
himself over a disappointment

Whats the matter Dont you like
that exclaimed Davis abashed before
the somber baby eyes Whats the mat
ter Harry Tell Uncle John If uncle
didnt tell Santa right hell see him
again

The child looked at him wistfully
Do you fink he would change it fer

a pair of rubber boots he asked
hope and despondency writing a pa-

thetic expression on his little face
Sure Ill see to It this afternoon

declared Davis not daring to Join his
fathers laugh till the boy ran ahead to
tell his grandmother the news

You go to the phone John while I
wash my hands said the father and
Davis hurried after his mother to the
sittingroom His eyes swept the place
lovingly while he called up contra It
was a call from New York the girl said
He would not go back today he was
thinking not for any business In the
world when a womans voice roused him

Is this John Davis it asked and he
not quite sure answered Yes

I wanted to this is Myrtle
Chester

Myrtle which is chiefly it seemed-
to him she must hear his heart beating

Myrtle which is altogether the
sweet voice hesitated

Love he prompted tenderly
Love she echoed softly
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