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JAPAN BUSY IN KOREA

Railroad Building Pushed in
the Hermit Kingdom

OP EN DOOR TO BE MAINTAINED

Material Progress Being Made in
Manchuria Unrest in China May
Iend to SerionK Trouble Students
Fomenting Discord JVcw Antitox-
in for Dysentery Is Discovered

London Feb 16 Now that tho Japan-
ese government suspicious at flrat lias
become convinced of Russias good faith
in her promise Immediately to evacuate
Manchuria preparations for vast transit
Improvement are growing apace

The branch line of railway from Chang
Chung to Klrln eighty mlle long is to
1 constructed early this year Jointly by
Chinese and Japanese engineers and the
present 3 feet I inch swage of the South
Manchuria Railway to to be ked to
standard guage to agree with other rail
ways in Manchuria south of Kirin and
KwanschengUH and in Korea Thus
with the completion of the short line to
join Mukden and Shingmingting the
capital of China will acquire direct rail
way communication uninterrupted by any
break of guage with Kwanchengtsii
more than MB mlle to the northeast
with Port Arthur about the same dis-

tance due east and with Fusan in
Southeast Korea via Mukden and Klu
liencfteng on the Yalu River about 9M

miles
The facilities for International com-

merce afforded bjr the network ot rail-
ways that to gradually coming into ex-

istence cannot but be promotive of trade
in an unprecedented degree lodging even
by the results already attained in con-

nection with the South Manchurlan Hne
IR it stands and which baa been worked
by JaiKtn since the close of the war
Winter or summer the journey from Pe
kin to Tokyo will presently be shorn of
all its tediousness for apart from the
lerry between Fusan and Shlmonoaeki
which at most should take u four hours
the traveler will be in a railway carriage
and covering twenty mlle an hour the
whole way It should be feasible in the
near future to set from Pekm to Tokyo
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seventy hours
Material progress of this kind to high

ly satisfactory to those vno are of opin-
ion that to a great extent the preserva-
tion of the open door in the regions con-
tiguous to Northern China depends In an
appreciable degree on the progress in re-
gard to Western civilisation made by
China herself In the abandonment of
her old polley of playing off the powers
one against the other he baa been well
advised and the alleviation of internal
Troubles has in a very perceptible degree
paved the way for better things not a
little of the good effect being ascribable
to the extremely welljudged edict that
wits issued at Pekin on the fifth of mat
March warning the Emperors subjects
not to indulge in antiforeign sentiments
and decreeing severe punishment for
those who might persist in spreading wild

malicious rumors lest there should
further dlmcultles with Occidental

rowers
The ground has been well prepared in

Manchuria so far as there has yet been
time and opportunity to do so for the

of a new era one that shall
distinguished by fair play to all

parties and there is room there for-
a vuitly increased population and for
the establishment of manufactures of
every kind The dawn of this era of
prosperity to at band it may be hoped
now that there Is some genuine prospect-

f the country being relieved of the pres-
ence of more armed men of either side
than the Portsmouth treaty sanctions the
iftentkm of as guards for the railways
Jipan has brought her force down to
very moderato dimensions for economy
and whatever may be the motive for
hast in Russias case her decision to
duit forthwith wilt be heartily welcomed
in the far East

Shanghai reports supplementing simi-
lar information received earlier in the
week Mate that daily arrests throughout
the Lower Ya gtse region of Chinese stu
ient who have returned from Japan

coupled with the reactionary successes
ia Pekin and the attitude of the Shang-
hai mixed court is causing consternation

mong the Reform party The Taotai
sun nephew of the Grand Secretary Sun
tiianai has been arrested at Nankin

ud charged with conspiracy against the
government

and Cbangpnocaing the
two alleged revolutionaries who were sur-
rendered to Chinese authorities by
ti Shanghai Mixed Court have reached
Nanking

Foreign strictures on the inactivity
native authorities in the matter of

it lief works for the famine area which
h ive been circulated by the native pressw caused a mild sensation m the Chi-
nese Yamens

Tuanfang the Nanking viceroy has
now instructed twentylive engineering
students to proceed to Kiangpeft to su-
perintend the deepening of the Grand

on the Hunt River

The Belgian Mixed Military CommIssion
appointed to inquire as to the best dispo-
sition for the second line of

inanent system and baa denned the
which it should take
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in the course of its report the commis-
sion declares that the system of terraced
tl fensive curtains with trenches full of
water and permanent points of support
connected by a defensive palisade Is prac-
ticable and the Schynn Canal should be
used as part of the scheme The decisions

f the commiston therefore support the
Kovernment measure dealing with the de
ft rises of the city

The details of discovery of a new anti-
toxin treatment for dysentery were given
by Dr Doen an army surgeon at a recent
meeting of the Imperial Medical Society
Dr conjunction with Pjof
has been engaed for several years in sore
therapeutic research and has at length
succeeded in infecting rabbits with the
particular form of dysentery bacillus
which was discovered by Shiga and
Krus From this source Dr Doen and
Prof Krius obtained their new serum
Their experimental treatment of soldiers

the garrison of Cracow In M94 proved
highly successful as have also their later
experiments in Bosnia and Rounmnbu It
is expected that the new serum will also
be valuable as a prophylactic

The heavy snowfalls of the last week
have in many places paralysed the Italian
railway service Signor Scarfogllo editor
if the Naples Mattlno and husband of
fcjignora Matilde Serao the novelist has
written a graphic account of his suffering-
at a roadside station between that city
and Rome No serious effort was made
by the authorities t remove the snow
from a long cutting the train was left in
pitch diirkness and the travelers had to
remain for thirtysix hours without a bite
of food or a drop of water At last the
energetic editor took the law into his own
hands and threatened to burn down the
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station unless the passive offlchls ordered
the train to return to Naples This threat
prevailed force proved to be a remedy
and the starving Neapolitans were saved
The Italian press comments in the strong-
est tann n the Incapacity of the railway
bureaucracy to cope with difficulties

Signor de Marinis a former Italian
minister who may return to office has
delivered a speech at Naples pointing out
the increased trade between the two coasts
of the Adriatic urging the revision of the
treaty of Berlin and suggesting that Italy
should direct her efforts toward prevent-
ing any power from acquiring a predomi
nant position in the Balkan Peninsula

It to reported from Carlsbad that the
state authorities have forbidden pumping
operations in the new shaft of a neighbor-
ing coal mine because pumping Is

to diminish the flow of the
Carlsbad springs

REICHSTAG MEMBER PINED

Krzlicrfeer Arrested for Refusing to
Testify In Court

Berlin Feb 16 Ma thins Brsberger the
most prominent member of the Center in
the Reichstag was arrested and lined
this afternoon for refusing to testify In
the case of Popiau a former government
official charged with disclosing secret
information

Brsberger refused absolutely to give
testimony claiming immunity wider the
constitution which provides that no
member of the Reichstag snail be sub-
jected to judicial disciplinary action be-

cause of acts performed in connection
with his office The court refused to en
tertain this plea although It deferred the
infliction of the punishment prescribed

The incident cannot fail to aggravate
the already existing irritation among vari-
ous factions of the Reichstag Enbergers
defiance of the court is KUy to make
him champion of the right of the legisla-
tor to freedom of action and exempt from
Interference by the courts His arrest will
strengthen his political position

WOMEN CABBIES IN PARIS

Two Have Received Licenses and
Will Begin Work

Public if aiarlc Twain
Sleeps ns Uelln Smokes in Bed

Interested In Our JCnvy
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within ssxnt Twe women

to begin work next week Their first
days have been already engaged
by a strenuous newspaper after which the
women wilt take chances with the public
One however took a trial turn about the
Boulevard yesterday with numerous re-
porters and apparently enjoyed the public
curiosity She said I am charmed The
public received me sympathetically the
people laughed and amused themselves
with me That to thoroughly Parisian I
enjoy entertaining witty people

Mark Twains white attire and love for
bed attracts sympathetic attention among
French writers One of them goes so far
as to soy that although the French peo-
ple did not know it most of their humor
tots are inspired by Mr Clemens
Whether that is one of this writers own
littl jokes Is a matter of speculation
There to regret however that a singular
omission of Mark Twains contemporary
biography of himself which contained the
information that be eats drinks smokes
and writes in bed Paris wants to know
if he steeds in bed

The American navy has been the subject
of many exhaustive articles in the French
press The latest in the Steele today be-
gins with an observation that the Ameri-
can navy to one of the most daring m the
world After giving full details of the
drydock Deweys voyage from the United
States to the Philippines the Siede says
that what stands out beyond everything Is
the energy and resolution displayed by the
men who accomplished this perilous and
difficult feat of navigation To judge from
the interest shown abroad in the American
navy when the navys new magazine

its readers will not be conlmed to
the United

WITNESS BLUSHES

Thought Court Wanted Her to
Kiss Him

London Feb ML Judge Sraylys court
at Shore Ditch was today the scene of
an amusing dialogue between a woman
witness and a court usher The charming
woman when called to the witness box
betrayed complete ignorance of the for-

malities of taking the oath The usher first
requested her to remove her glove from
the right hand He then held the Testa-
ment with her while he administered the
oath at the conclusion of which he added
according to custom Kiss

The woman ra a tone of surprise Sir
The usher Kiss
The woman indignantly Sir
The usher with a gesture of hanatlenee
Kiss
The woman more indignantly Bran if I

am not in the habit
The usher with a look of dawning in-

telligence Please kiss the book and tell
the judge what you know about the case

The woman with a hot blush Certainly
certainly pardon me for not understand-
ing you

Her blush lasted throughout her testi
mony

ATTEMPT ON MINISTERS LIFE
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Lunatic Fires Five Skein at Holland
Cabinet Mcm1x r

The Hague Feb insane man to
day attempted to assassinate the minis
ter of justice Dr E E Van Ttaalte
While the minister was standing in front
of his residence the lunatic sIred
shots at him with a revolver but missed
him The wouldbe assassin was ar-
rested

WILL ENLARGE WAREHOUSE

Security Storage Company to Build
Addition to Plant

The Security Storage Company which
was formerly the storage department of
the American Security and Trust Com
pany It is understood erect during
the coining a large to its
warehouse plant on Fifteenth street be-
tween L and M northwest The present
structure is a large one and devoted en-

tirely to the storage of Household fund
ture The proposed addition which will
occupy all of the land now owned by the
company between Its present building
and the alley to the south will make it
one of the largest warehouses of this
flass In the country-

It is interesting to note in connection
with the continued growth of thto com-
pany that the first section of its present
large building which was built seventeen
years ago was the third warehouse

In the United States devoted to the
cf household furniture to be

built of absolutely fireproof construction
It was the pioneer warehouse of thecountty in Installing a cold storage plant
to provide protection against moths
the furs clothing rugs and other fabrics
deposited with 1U
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LONDON FIGHT GAINS

Extravagance of the County
Council Exposed

BBIOKVENTTTEE PROVES FIZZLE

General Mismanagement Affects
Bankers Who Lose Quarter Million
Dollars Profit Ditch and In Turn
Cut Off Ifcctra Distribution to Un-

derpaid Clerks and Employes

London Feb 1C The campaign against
inuuictpai socialism which controls tho
administration of London gains In
strength as the election approaches This
weeka meeting of the county council was
one of the stormiest In lIe history and
it developed fresh revelations of inef-
ficiency and extravagance

There was an interesting little object
lesson in municipal ownership connected
with municipal hrickmaklng The council
decided some time ago when bricks cost-
S shillings a thousand to make Its own
bricks It did so and they cost 38 shil-
lings a thousand but it turned out that
only 1C per cent of the council bricks
were any good so the whole product Is
now worth 10 shillings a thousand for
roadmaking The net loss to London tax-
payers to 8SSW One of the defenders of
councilmade bricks was embarrassed by
a specimen breaking in his minds while
he was defending its quality against
the aspersions of the other side

Trapped by Tnx CoinmlKftiftii
The progressive champions of municipal

tramways have been confound by the
fact which baa just transpired that the
council to in a dispute with the income
tax commissioner over a tax claim on
tramway profits The council argues to
the public that the tramways earned a
small surplus They object to paying the
income tax however on the ground that
the reported profit was only gross not
net The opponents of the council again
charged that the accounts had been Jug-
gled and no reply baa been made

There was a striking example this
week of the ultimate effects of municipal
ownership in the temporary insolvency-
of Woolwich The local council was
obliged to seek an overdraft at a beak
amounting to 07 898 owing to losses on
the municipal electric lighting scheme
The rate of taxation must be raised 12

cent this year in order to

I
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deficiency
Hank Profltw Dwindle

An indirect effect of county council
extravagance was shown at the annual
meetings of the principal London banks
this year The London and County Bank
and the National Provincial hunk

leach obliged to write off a quarter of a
dollars from the years profits

owing TO the decline the value of Lon-
don heath on account of the damage to
the city credit by the councils extrava-
gance This necessitated a suspension of
the annual custom of distributing a por-
tion of the profits among the staff It to a
notorious that London bank clerks are
the most underpaid of English employee

There Is some revulsion against pro
gressionist control of London even among
prominent sympathisers of the Liberal
policy tory Vivian M P who to
closely identified with the working classes
and to a strong Liberal made an em
phatic protest in the House of Commons
on Tuesday against the socialism of the
county council Mr Vivian to interested
in the cooperative movement and has no
faith In national or municipal ownership
It means he said a decrease in produc-
tion an enormous Increase In administra-
tive expenses and a lower standard in the
article itself In the long run
will fall on the poor

Municipal Reformer nfAVorlc
The manifesto of the Municipal Reform

party to now in the hands cf all the
voters and to being advocated from scores
of public platforms The reform candi-
dates make no extravagant promises
They declare that if owing to the enor
mous commitments of the county council
under progressive rule they are unable to
reduce the present rates they will at all
events call a halt tofuture expenditure of
a reckless and unremuneraUve character
will avoid socialistic and municipal trad-
ing experiments and will give their time
and energy to the detailed work of a sober
and common sense administration of vast
powers intrusted to them for the good of
the capital of the empire

GEORGIA AVENUE SUITS THEM

Citizot of Kn t AYuxIiIxiprton Oppose
Change Xante-

Cittoens of East Washington have or
ganised in an effort to prevent the adop-
tion of the amendment to the District
appropriation Mil changing the name of
Georgia avenue to Navy Yard avenue

The East Washington Citizens Associa-
tion Is unanimously opposed to the change

and at a meeting of the
cotnmitee last sight Thomas A-

VSmKh M I Welter and W M Potter
were appointed a subcommittee to call
upon the conferees on Monday and
urge them to refuse to consider the
amendment as offered by the Senate
A petition requesting that the name of
Georgia avenue be not Changed signed
by Mf property owners of
that thoroughfare will be presented
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Oad ia eonent Uw babbles of M g
Stand tank with yew bkndiwrcfased tramrfngi

The suet Of yaw treaxM tin price of your shame
AM MB how th bubble which tjwwxr won t

win site ia the light of our WaAtogtons name

And flaunt your Wood hanacr tmnwetteagaed

White Uberty captfee etafcm t your car
Wnt to 1 tile w there flftferi Mt in defeat her

A sword which dMMMd fuJmnianltys
Airf Virtue aemrc ga d her arm in Its apterotor
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Now slut in the usda nf their pMSfea and hat
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d rt

But Snng tanner to Freedom it flying
No shadow can rest on his sHaahfn of fame

For glory I wned hue with bejmUr sadyntg
And time will but brigiten ow VarfilngtoBs

Mkhacl ScMdwi
D C February 103-

7Iss Helena T Doocy is a talented
young elocutionist of CapUol Hill and a
Shakffipeare student at the HIekmnn
School She xvlll recite this poem at the
Mutiry public school where she Is a
pupil Washuigtona Name was written
especially for Miss Doocy who Is only
thirteen years old and dedicated to the
Maury School by the wellknown writer
and poet Mr Michael Scanlon author of
the Fairest Flag That Flies
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LETTERS FROM THE
THE METRIC SYSTEM

BdHw The Yubtoftan Herald
In many cases the metric is the boat

but not in all
In surveys no matter what system

veils vulgar fractIOus are often necessary
to express exactness

In some measures of length tho metric
la too verbose

The tailor buys his cuts of dothona
yard and a quarter two yards and half
and three yards and a half

In the metric system he would havo to
order a twoandahalfyard cut by ex-

pressing one meter fourteen centimeters
and three millimeters or one meter one
decimeter tour centimeters and three
millimeter

Here our system fa more concise s-

well as exact
The natural division of substances Is by

halves quarters and so forth
The druggist after mixing his ingredi-

ents divides his powder in halves and
quarters and the quarters into thirds to
make the requisite dose He has no
difficulty in dividing by quarters and
thirds by the eye If he had to divide
the mass into half and halves Into fifths
to make the requisite ten powders his
eye is not accurate enough Twelve te
divisible by two three four and six Ten
is divisible only by two and five

The sine T a shoe is a third of aa inch
the state of a barley corn as we learned
in our former arithmetics three

make an inch
The measurement of shoes is arrived at

by a somewhat arbitrary method Many
of the old designations of length were
arrived at by reference to natural objects
An inch the length of the first joint of
the thumb an ell the length of the arm
a yard the distance from a mans MOM to
the finger tips extended So the foot was
the length of a mans foot a basis for the
measurement for shoes In practice one
more inch to make the bakers doxen
was added possibly because when the plan
originated the King toot was that long
Take a stick thirteen inches long divide
it into three equal parts or lengths each
third divided into thirteen equal parts or
barley corns and you have the measuring
stick The first thirteen parts are omitted
In the count the next thirteen parts count
from one to thirteen and the next thir
teen from one to thirteen These numbers
indicate the length of the lasts upon
which shoes are made In practice the
first third or is shortened by
imposing an upright piece to step the toe
against in measuring the foot or last

The metric system is more scientific but
not so practical here The centimeter is

pre
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¬

the millimeter fk too small for a half else
Common wood screws are designated-

by lengths in inches and by numbers as
to diameters The difference in diameters-
of the smaller numbers is less than a
millimeter and the larger numbers greater
than a millimeter Doubtless the metric
nomenclature could apply to lengths but
there Is an advantage in applying a dif-
ferent even though arbitrary designation-
to the diameters Besides as noted above
a millimeter to too large to note the dif-
ference in the lower numbers

Ribbons braids and buttons are known
by indefinite lines one line being smaller
than a millimeter For all practical pur-
poses the metric system would answer
here

A barrel of shelled corn would mean
three hour barrels and a bushel of cob
corn As corn in the country Is almost
slurs fed on the cob for convenience it
to sold that way for home consumption
But as the countryman has no bushel
measure he lumps it at the three flour
barrels Obviously the metric nor any
other system would be so convenient
here

Cob corn in the cityIs sold by weight
pound to the barrel

Our system of weights and measures
re capable of much improvement but

should not be revoiudonmsd
For money the metric system to i

doubtedly the best and yet Great Britain
sticks to her pounds shillings and pence
All other civilised countries have the met-
ric system for money It would be a
great convenience to commerce to have
a convertible tout of all the principal
nations

The computation below fflttstratea bow
this could be done AH the calculations
are in pure gold
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have to be reduced and sums would save
to be Increased as follows

of 1 per

The word sterling Is supposed to be
from the first coiners of English

silver who came to England from Ger-
many in the reign of Richard I and who
were called Easterltngs

The pound sterling was originally a
pound of silver with 11 OK Sdwts of pu e
silver and IS dwts of alloy In the year
H6t this pound of sliver was coined into
249 coins called pence equal to the pound
sterling In the reign of Edward VI the

was debased by the admixture of
onehalf alloy and more pence were
coined out of the pound so alloyed so
that the value of it was 9 and 12s To
ward the end of the reign of Edward the
purity was restored but the number of
the pence was Increased down through
Mary until the time of Elizabeth when
744 pence were coined out of the pound
of silver Yet during all these periods
340 pence were called a pound while

tOO large for whole size In and
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10 and were no longer equivalent
Ib of weight had remained the same
while the of money had dwindled-
to less than onethird Yet the name

continued to attach to MO pence
although the pence embodied a smaller
quantity of sliver

By the usage of bankers for centuries
the pound sterling was valued in foreign
exchange by the Spanish dollar
now entirely out of circulation Of these
444 4S were equivalent to the pound

sterling Originally this represented the
true par of exchange but as the true
par fluctuated the true par was calcu
lated by adding or deducting a

stilt using the old par as a basis
After the establishment of our Federal
currency the exchange between us and
Great Britain was expressed decimally
444 the true par being obtained by

adding the necessary percentage to the
nominal par

rue method of expressing the value
f a pound sterling continued until quite-

a recent period even as late as HS TIme
value now ta exwesswl at Its worth in
pounds and fractions thereof for the pur-
pose of exchange Irrespective of

Its value depending upon supply and
demand

The grain was a groin pf well ripened
wheat taken from the middle of the ear
thirtytwo of which originally were the
weight of a silver penny subsequently
reduced to twentyfour grains hence
twentyfour grains one uct

ago i HMXXINU
February 13

Point for the Advertiser Tho
newspaper that goes Into tho
homes is the newspaper that brings
advertising results More people
here bY thousands are rending The
Washington Herald than ever be-
fore a morning newspaper at
the Capital
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BUILDING OF THE MONITOR

President Lincoln Xot Renpon-
Hlble for Idea of Craft

ailtor The WaahfogtoR Herald
In an address on Abraham Lincoln de-

livered on Monday night last at the
Vermont Avenue Christian Church by
Representative Robert 3 Cousins of
Iowa the surprising declaration was
made that Mr Lincoln was the originator
of the Ironclad vessel the Monitor that

he learned that fortifications at
had been covered with iron so as to

resist bullets that be at once conferred
with time men of the Navy Department
asking It vessels could not be covered
with iron In a similar way It was de-
clared impossible but the Monitor re-
sulted It is believed trout that idea And
the victory of that little raft changed
the entire character of the lighting fleets
of the world

The fame of Abraham Lincoln is not
dependent upon such adventitious aids
AVnilo the modern armorprotected battle-
ships did in fact grow out of the Moni
tor Mr Lincoln was not responsible for
the or entitled to the credit Next
to the inventor himself Capt John Erica
sort the man who was responsible for the
Monitor being on hand at the critical hour
was one Cornelius S Connecti-
cut Yankee who came down seek-
ing a contract with the government for
the building of an armored vessel He
was told by Secretary Welles that Capt
firieason had a similar scheme He went
to Ericssons shop In New Jersey ex
hibited his own plans was shown Erics
sons saw that latter vessel wa
superior and could be built in half the
time He urged Ericsson to come down
here and exhibit his plans to the navy
board Ericsson was disgruntled at some
treatment be bad received from the Navy
Department and refused to come He
permitted BushneU to bring his plans
however BushneU did so Some objec-
tions being made of a technical nature
BushneU wired Ericsson that he alone
could remove these objections and urged
him to come He did so He appeared
before Mr Lincoln and the board
and explained the plans Mr Lincoln

them in characteristic fashion by
saying as be straightened up from look
lag over the blue prints as
girl said when she put her toot in the
stocking I believe theres something in
it

BushneU Ericsson and one other
whose name escapes signed the con-
tract to bath the Monitor The vessel
was to make goodS or no pay

That a man could do the service done
in this case and the facts not be known
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prising Great as was the service done
by the Inventor himself had it been left

him the Monitor would have remained
dawcovered plans In his shop the Men
rlmac would In all human probability
have destroyed every vessel she could
reach and If the Confederates had better
appreciated the situation and have
headed her directly tot New York City
she could have forced that city to pay
say IMtsMns which might have financed
the Confederacy produced jforeign Inter-
vention and there
United States of America

W J MORftia

PRANCE AND THE CHURCH

of Clvniencoau and Cab-

inet
Kdttcr The Wes Hmua

You printed a letter from Francis
RiggB relative to the late religious
of the present French ministry Mr
Rlggs assures the Rev J EL Irvine that
the purpose of the French ministry to
nothing short of the extirpation of
Christianity from that country Having
followed the conduct of Qemaoceau and
his cabinet with much interest and some
considerable care I feel that if Mr Riggs
will reexamine the matter and in so do-
ing return to first principles the various
bills themselves which embody the policy
of the cabinethe will be forced to Uw
conclusion that the end sought to net the
extirpation of Christianity from the

country but rather the divorce of all
religion from the government as a state
institution

Perhaps the greatest hlsssfng that can
be bestowed upon mankind is that of
religious freedom Such a blamIng it w
which formed one of the prime tenets 4
the great charter of government of the
United States It to just such an equal
freedom of worship which to today being

in France I think I may fairly
say that no single clause of any act of the
present French government could lead an
unprejudiced examiner to such a conclu

as Mr Riggs baa reached
One of the most hopeful signs of the

times one of the fairest pictures of the
future which we have is the realization
that we are slowly advancing toward that
time when the whole world shall in re-
ligious matters accept the standard of
absolute tolerance and every man
woman and child shall be free to worship
God In his or her own way

M Clemenceau to seeking today in
France to bring about that ideal condition
which Frederick the Great so preecicntiy
outlined upon his ascension of the throne
of Prussia in the following famous
words All religions must be tolerated

for in this country every man
must get to heaven in his own way

PAUL C CKAMXKttJLtlX
174 Q street northwest

Washington February
The Canal at Panama

Editor Tht WMUngton Henld-
In reading the contents of the various

papers in reference to the Panama Canal
contrscU the question arises Is It to be
or not to be Let us hope our esteemed
President will settle the matter at once
As to some of our government officiate
being uneasy about Mr W J Oliver and
his associates being able to handle the

to

now be no

Course

J
kcta

sought

r

mnlgti

ills
Defended

sIon

a s

¬

¬

work on his price of 1 per cent it is
very evident said officials have no knowl-
edge of the general percent baste on
which construction work is executed
Throughout the country a 10 per cent
basis is general and Is considered a good
figure for a contract ranging from KOOCNJ

to 600090 and not one for millions of
dollars and all data and Information as
well as plant furnished I consider Mr
Olivers propoeal a very good paying
venture for all parties concerned At
Mr Olivers figures there Is no room for
graft If graft to to be the object in
building the Panama Canal it to advisable
for the government tQ either accept a
higher bid or readvertise and give the
contractors a chance to bid for the work
on the graft basis From a personal
knowledge of the situation the sooner
the government awards the contract to
some reliable construction company the
sooner will it b rid of a white elephant
We all admit there are many able men In
the employ of the government who coald
with credit handle most any ordinary
piece of work with a free hand But
this is out of the ordinary channel
it will require a number of specially
adapted men who will work in unison and
be subject to one head and ruch men are
not to be obtained by the government en
account of insufficient salary and red tape
This is not only a matter of digging a
ditch any body of men can dig a ditch
no matter what the length or depth but
It is an engineering feat to dispose of the
material taken from said ditch and to
harness and control a river which H

comes a raging torrent at times as also
to move and operate a railroad that s-

and has been working beyond its capac-
ity All these things require specially
adapted men and such men are available-
to practical contractors only

J A STEWAHT
February 13
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WOE OF COLORED TENANT

He Describes the HarilKliIp of

BdHor The WaahtMRtm Hem

Allow me space in yedr valuable paper
to ask this question What will become
of the respectable colored tenant IK the
District of Columbia-

I have been thinking over this subject
for several years but in view of the
fact that improvement were fevlBg made
alone hues It was hoped that condi
Horns for the colored tenant would be bet
tered a well since conditions have grown
worse instead of better I deem it my
duty as a citizen to call the attention
of all wellthinking and fairminded dtl

to the actual existing conditions of
the colored tenant

There are many sanitary dwellings be-

ing erected every year but unfortunate-
ly none can be had by a respectable col-

ored tenant It seemed that when the
apartment house cam into existence
there would be a possible chance for
but this hi all Intents and purposes made
conditions worse

I have been an actual resident ht thto
city for the past twenty years and I
have noticed that it Is almost next to
Impossible for the colored householder to
locate in a decent dwelling in any part
of the city And when he does succeed
In finding some kind of shelter the land
lord and agent refuse to make the neces-
sary repairs and the tenant has to ad
just himself to conditions as he linda
thorn My efforts along this line from
time to time have been to say the least
dIsheartenIng

There are approximately 100000 colored
people in this city and about twice as
many white people all preaching sani-
tary conditions of living and the preven
tion of consumption and other diseases

Despite the warnings of large meeting
held uijder the of the Associated
Charities and touting physicians no steps

dition of affairs
What is the use of a health depart-

ment maintained by the government
enormous expense every year if one

third of the population is allowed to live
in dilapidated houses the walls and cell

are Infected with disease
germs of every conceivable description
When a bouse Is first erected newly pa-
pered with all modern improvements-
that house is advertised and rented to
white tenants They Hve therein until
the walls and labeler woodwork become
rotten defaced and thnworn and the
exterior weatherbeaten
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paint c The white tenant then vacates
this house and it is then rented to a col-
ored tenant at from 15 to per cent in
crease In

moves In because he cannot do bet
terIt Is a welt known fact that most an
the large insurance companies especially
those giving straight life policies charge
a higher premium on a policy taken by
a colored man than by a white man be-
cause they say that the death rate among
colored peopie is invariably greater than
that among the white population Now
so long as the death rate among the col-
ored people Is far fa excess over tb4 of
the whites is It not a fact that in course
of time this death rats win make its way
Into the white population And then
what will be the result

My references have been largely to con-
ditions as tbey exist in this city but
gree in other cities of the country

It is to be hoped that some philanthro-
pist of means and Influence In the name
of God and for the sake of humanity
win take up Question and give t the
most favourable tnftslsu atkm and put
forth some effort that will tend to bet-
ter the deplorable conditions which exist
In many respects throughout the cities of
this country OO6 PM X KEUIAX

February 13

NULLIFICATION PROCLAMATION

The Authorship of President Jack
Siii KnmniiN Slate Iuitcr

Bettor Tbe Won humid
An Interesting volume entitled

Memories of Fifty Ac
by the late TR H Parka long prominent
In Georgia and in Louisiana as a gentle-
man of culture and of political influence
the associate of distinguished men of the
Southern States was published

volume contains biographical notices
of famous Americans anecdotes of re
markable man with graphic
descriptions of scenes and incidents oc-

curring during a long life of observation
and of personal acquaintanceship with
such men as Berrien Troup Crawford
and Stephens of Georgia TaHafenro
ward Livingston and Josiah Johnston j

Louisiana and Prendas Foote Quitmaa
Sharkey Kid Davis of Mississippi The
volume to dedicated to Hon Ovid Gar
ten Sparks Col Thomas Hardeman
both of Ga and I find in it on
page 42S a remarkable statement which
has never perhaps appeared any
other publication in regard to the real
authorship of President Jacksons famous
proclamation of December 1832 against
nullification as then threatened by South
Carolina The statement made by Ir
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with KM of Wchrter muffca and when char
together he nqpertai W bMer opinions on the
wbjecfut kegth Mr Weteter replied tint the time
WM wantfaf for fall
but if k wo

lie did MX These 0MoM rxtztfftag rally Mr
Webbers rfawk wen to Mr LMBpttt
who approving a few verbal altenitiow
slid submitted the rtooBWMMt whfeh was lard a

ITrcidrats proctwMtkm The doctrine pottt-
tcaOy munched in paper identical with
those entertained to the great speech of Mr Web
ttet in the MDOM contest with Robert Y liayne-
na Poole motatfcm same yeses HMD before sad
are ctotecoUy PfeiemL They came see Midnight at
mrs on the Slates rigbU mem of the SOB and

wherever ftwad stoned as he read Una
Mr eB though a Jeflenosian OcMOcnt in
his early and now a JMMB Dement MIll

lions between the States sail the Uaftcd States poe

by the adoption of M Jackson
A rereading of President Jacksons

proclamation in the light of the cele-
brated argument made January 36 ISM
by Mr Webster when expounding the
Constitution in reply to the memorable
nullification speech of Mr Hayae is well
calculated to make the impression that
the immortal Presidential paper came in
fact from the pen of the Massachusetts
statesman as related by Mr Parks who
was not only a friend of Jackson but a
familiar acquaintance of Edward Living-
ston A literary kinship is apparent be-
tween Websters great argument and the
proclamation EOIKK BAUBK

The Farragut Feb M Mir

Largest Morning Circulation-
All advertising contracts made by

The Washington Herald are based
upon its sworn circulation a cir-
culation In Washington larger by
thousands than was ever before at
inincd by any morning newspaper-
at the Capital Its books are open
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Abo-
lishing House of Lords

PREMIER MAKES NO PROMISE

nriouM Solutions Offered I y Iny
men Including Referendum LeuU
hutton antI ItujttrlctiiiK Admission-
to the House of Lord Snffr Kette
Movement IK a Nuisance

London Feb UCuriosity has not yet
been sattaftetf regarding what measures
the government proposes to adopt for-

getting rid of the obstructive powers of
the House of Lords Sir Henry Camp
benBaanertnans speech on UM subject
at tINt opening of Parliament was en-

tirely vague asserting merely that the
opposition to the will of the people inter-
posed by the of Lords might be
overcome by necessary
changes

The premier meant by the will of the
people the will of the liberal majority
in the House of Commons Too support-
ers of the House of Lords ass quits ready
to Join issue him on this point
They reply lords see always
willing to give way m any matter on
which
clearly demonstrated They argue that
it is the House of Lqrtts prerogative
well as that of the House of Common
to interpret the popular wilL They in
stance the passage of the trades disputes
Mil by the lords entirely against their
Judgment because they believed the coun
try favored It Moreover they are will-

ing to test the question at any time
Suggests a Referendum

It Is suggested inbehalf i of the present
system that in case of a deadlock of th
two houses the Hduse of Lortfe should
be required to peas a disputed bill

amendment reading This act wiiL

not take effect until approved by a ma-
jority m a popular referendum This ia
the SwIM system where all afcumted bills
in the legislature are erred to a popu
lar vote The Liberal party however ia
utterly opposed to this solution

Several interesting plans for reform f
the upper house have been advanced this
week Ooidwin Smith advocates a some-
what enlarged council in place of
hereditary legislators The Spectator of-

fers a somewhat elaborate scheme
whereby only such hereditary peers MS

have held high office In the army or navy
the administrative or the Judiciary sboul l
be entitled to seats The remaining hered-
itary peers should choose onefourth uf
their number to represent these Time

crown should also be entitled to create
life peers Such a house would number
roughly 209 It is suggested that m ens
of a deadlock the two houses could then
vote on a disputed measure in one body
Lord Newton win introduce a bill to this
effect in a few

Many Dramatic Pharien
It to obvious that there are many loop-

holes for partisan abuse in this measun
The temptation will be great for the re-

tiring party to create many life peers an l
appoint temporarily to qualifying higti
office hereditary peers of their own

in order to retain power in the
house Takes all in British

domestic polities present more
dramatic interest st present than at any
moment since the defeat of Mr Glad
stones homerule bill Tbe suffragettes
riotous performance this week has
raised them above the category of an

nuisance as a political Motor in
the estimate of most members of Parlia-
ment One aspect of the question was ex-

pressed by Claude Hay who protested t
the House of Commons against the House
of Parliament being panted Hke a fort-
ress and declared that the police precau-
tions exhibited the men within the build-
ing as cowards who were frightened oC
women

On the other hand the public does not
take the matter very and the
martyrdom wnch fifty of Tuesdays riot-

ers who are now suffering arouses little
public emotion beyond amusement It
very genuine martyrdom however for t
week or a fortnight in a London Jail is
no Joke

ISvade Old AC Promise
One of the preelection proposals of the

party now in power was In of old
age pensions which would met tile coun
try shout U5 080 annually but when
the subject arose in Parliament on
Wednesday it met only evasions from the
government benches The ministers were
verbally sympathetic Mr AisqutUt d

dared that as a man he ehertghed the
project in his innermost heart but as
chancellor of the exchequer he did not
know where he would and the money

P wsihiy he wished to make the problem

its hard as possible in order to get It out
ot the way he disclaimed the Mea either
of imposing conditions or exacting con-

tributions
John Burns was equally effusive in his

Human capacity but as a minister he
was disposed to pour on the philanthropic
project the cold water of a departmental
committee SodaltottTwho are not in oi
lice are indignant at the ministerial eva-
sion The general impression to that
nothing will be done this year

ASCENDED MOUNT MoKINLEY

PLAN NOT DISCLOSED

G OVellnnCllt atSeaOver

tip

will

the WIll ol tile people baa

Ii

wit
an

PrIvY

com-

plexion
aIL

of

not

seriously

these

House

brt

days

upper
phases

ag-

gravating

I

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

>

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

Dr F C Cool Describes Perilous
Journey to Geographic Society

Dr Frederick C Cook who Jut year
the first ascent of Mount McKinley

described the perils and hardships of the
Journey before the National Geographic
Society Friday night

An attempt to ascend the mountain was
made by Dr Cook three years and
although unsuccessful observations made
at that time he Jtated proved of great
value In the final ascent Dr Cook left
Seattle with a party of ten for Alaska the
middle of last May The final stages of
the Journey and the actual ascent of the
mountain were made by him and OM com-

panion
The mountain liesHid to 3UM in

height and it was only after a number
of preliminary sttnceyg that he was able to
discover a route that was not seemingly
JmpasaaMe The climb was made under
arctic condUferfe the temperature at all
altitude of 1S 0 feet reaching M degree
below zero

On the last two days of the
said Dr Cook w were almost

and could only proceed by rest-
Ing every few steps Our hearts were
beating at an alarming rate w
weak front lack of food and although at
one stage cf the Journey we had derided
to retrace our steps and forswear moun-
tain climbing we wore then tennin d to
reach the top of mountain This w
did remaining there twenty minutes only
long enough to mikf a record and to
leave the woof of our accomplishment In
the shape of an American flag incased In

i small metal casket for the benefit of fu
ture explorers-

A complete photographic rrorrd of the
trip was made by Dr wlii h was
displayed by means of a stfitupticon
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