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THE WORLD OF BOOKS

BY HECTOR FULLER

It has Moo a aource of worry to the
young author when he has gone Into a
booksellers shop and found his latest
novel a Woman Who or The
Lash of the Goad piled up in a neat
pile marked JLW while hard by

n another tbS might be seen The
Three Musketeers or Ivanhoe or

Vanity Pair or David Copperfleld In

P od cloth binding a little less gaudy
p rhaps than the modern novel but
narked at 50 cents the volume Theoretic-
ally why should any one buy a modern
rfretrielous novel when he can get a
raesic for less than half the price This
question has taken definite form in
France where they do much to conserve
Lterature but it has taken the peculiar
form of a proposal to tax the classics

nd thereby reduce the competition
masters of a bygone age and the

i truggitas young authors By reflection
the same question seems likely to come

tip in England
There is little doubt but that such a

measure would meet with the approval
f the publishers of the books which they

Lope will qualify for the six best sellers
class and it might appeal with

of the same force to the struggling
author but to the general public

it Wilt hardly seem so attractive A
French author of some prominence voices
what aIR probably be the general opin

in on the subject when he says
The oe i to UK tile cfaMtfes for eoapettag

Urine wrttrn ta naklr UlochBl mod

torotoc of Utcntos into a xt of eturtohte to-

itntiun Surely literature exfcU to benefit the
v rid to support tuition If we make the

vsio more eipentUe and thf br ww their
militta it will be Untnaonat to idmitttoK ttut

nine U Btrnten Mid of tie rattan h tea
iutxTtant than the providing 01 rooMT anthora With

rrilatfcn rf the eh Mto Wn tttoatwe hi B-
Otil depw Now I uk roa ant
i a fw aUrrfeg n W Ktncn a compand with

This of course Is the coklblooded but-

t immon settee way of looking at the sub-
i ct In this country we have long reeog

ized the value of the classics and in no
untry in the world are they made more

ccessible to the general public In a
vised and condensed form they are used

1 rgely and Intelligently in our public
fohools and through the enterprise of
ftme of our leading publishers complete
editions of the classics are published at
a price that puts them within the reach

f many a young man who could not
i fford the modern novel which by the

he Is usually much better without

The record for booR popularity at the
Public Library during the week just
c nded shows that in nonfiction the call
was for Thorpes Industrial Chemistry
and Halls Three Acres and Liberty In
fiction Elizabeth Millers Saul of Tarsue
and Thurstons The Mystics had the
call while among the children the de-

mand wee for Langs Orange and Blue
Fairy Books This record however gives
but a small Idea of the usefulness of the
Public Library to the general public
During the week there was a great

in the reading room for books on
European travel Most of the applicants
came to the library with two questions
How to prepare for a trip to Eunope
and what to see In Europe To these
inquirers were given Grant Allens Eu-
ropean Tour and Moores A Year In
Europe while of those who wanted to
Know what to see in Europe Cooks Old
Touraine and Stbddards Lectures
answered most of the needs Electricity-
was a subject also on which many
readers wanted information and to these
visitors Franklins Electrical Engineer-
Ing and Edgecombes Electrical En-

gineers Pocket Book were recommend-
edt the subject of wireless telegraphy
Kenelleys and Mazaotos books were
sought for

At the recent national festival at
Ipsala Sweden to memory of Linnaeue
the author of Selma Lageriof was
crowned with a laurel wreath at the
cathedral In recognition of her being
chosen as the nations favorite author
Miss Lagertofs next book will be pub-
lished Messrs Doubleday Page Co

The Macmillan Company published on
June IS The Flower of Old Japan a-

new volume of poetry by Alfred Noyes
Temptation a novel Richard Bagot
Socialism Before the French Revolu

tion by Dr William B Guthrie and an
extensively revised edition of Prof John
TV Commons Proportionate Represen-
tation Macmillan has also just pub-
lished Sldon A Study In Orikntal His-
tory by Frederick Carl Etaeton Clin-
ical Psychiatry A Textbook for Students
and Teachers by A RoN Diefendorf of
Yale University The Growth of Chris-
tianity by Percy Gardiner and The
Story of Oxford Cecil Headlam

Having disposed of nature writers
Messrs Long Roberts London et al
President Roosevelt now advises the read-

s of certain books of pure fiction that
have as be expresses the prime Qua-
lity of being interesting In his speech at
the semicentennial of the Michigan Agri-

cultural School at Lansing Mich Presi-
dent Roosevelt said

You will learn the root principles of
selfhelp and helpfulness toward others
from Mrs Wlggs of the Cabbage Patch
just as much as from any formal treatie-
sn charity you will learn as much sound
sjocial and Industrial doctrine from Octave
Thanets stories of farmers and wage
workers as from avowed sociological and
ronomic studies and I cordially recom-

mend the lint chapter of Aunt Jane of
Kentucky for use ss a tract In all fami-
lies where the men folks tend to selfish or
thoughtless or overbearing disregard of
t e rights of their womenkind-

If Mr Howells judgment is to be trust-
ed he has discovered the great American
rovelist setting forth the reasons for his
1 chef In the current Issue of the Nprth
American Review He asserts that the
lories of Leonard Merrtck are mainly of
obscure talent struggling to the light in
taose very uncertain avenues to distinc-
tion and prosperity literature and

To quote a part of Mr Howells
Appreciation Of the two arch enemies of
love prosperity and adversity he makes
tin oftener study of adversity There is a
great deal of grim adversity In his books
vilch sometimes remains adversity to the

d but also sometimes puts oft its
frown It te the more depressing when It
1 comes or remains the atmosphere of

ibltlon which seeks fruition in the suc
of the theater If we are to

him and somehow Mr Merrick
n o tly makes you believe him the poor
i matures usually poor pretty creatures

are trying to get upon the stage are
nost without number and certainly

outnumber the struggling journalists and
i thors a hundred to one

The spectacles of their humility and
hmluatioi of their meek endeavors and
IT tel defeats are of such frequent recur-
rence In Ms novels and tales that after a
little IrinrrJeage of them one approaches
t 3 sc n with an expectation of heart-

h tr gti which nothing short of the
r istery dealing with them would support

reader In the monotony of the event
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it Is most remarkable how he distlng
ulshoe and characterizes the different
children of adversity especially the
daughters They are commonly alike In
their adversity but they are Individual In
their way of experiencing In fact In
an asa of intensely feminized fiction he
is one of the flrst of those who know how
to catch the likenesses to the last fleet
ing expression of women and especially-
of tho women of the theater Probably
these are not essentially different from
other women but they have an evolution
through their environment which no one
else MOms to have studied so surpassingly
well

A curious Incident In book soiling is an-

nounced by the Oxford University Press
which says there has just been sold the
final copy of a book published by them In
1716 at 12 shillings and six pence and
continuously on sale at this price ever
since The volume which has enjoyed
191 years of uninterrupted if somewhat
slow circulation and has never under
gone the Indignity of being remain-
dered Is Wilkins New Testament In
Coptic Probably it has made a record
of literary long life

The Memoirs of the Comtosse de
Bolgno which she herself had Intended-

to call Stories of an Aunt have been
edited from the original manuscript by M

Charles Kicouliaud and published by
Scribners From the mass of anecdotal
matter and recollections of celebrated par-

sonages may be taken the story of an In-

cident at the French i

wilt now retwn te MM Sir Cbartw Stewart the
brother of Lonl CaXlcmgtt sad KngUth-

riomr to the Anaj of the Allies eae a mamiflwnt
hilL The Mmefens wen pment end the Kmrew
lad UM King of Imaria danced jxjiooahw
if the potocab an be ailed a dense

The man Uke a lady by the hand and wallis

ceid alone with her to a OMwnnd step
These is UMB a shines of partner and it k uMrtlly

I believe the mmen who lean the awn blat hers
UM prineM took the iatUalire in older to be polite
to every one Daring this promenade they talked
the tints to their partners As the Kmperor Alex-

ander wa T T taU and fu deaf when Mi partnti
was abort he had to bend down to her an attitad

ore obUgraf than grftotfaL

It was in the millet of thk ball that Ute Dnk of-

WeDtegtoB appestat for the fleet tiMe in Park I

can M him sew enterioK the seem with hb two

Dir Lady Darter and Miss lole hanging on Ilk
seTs There were no eyes for any one else sLut at
tills hull where irandmr abounded cferythlK
way to military glory That of the Duke f WeBfag

ton was WtTUant sad onalloyed eat a luster wa

added to It by time interest that had keg beea felt
fa the eawe of the Snantih nation

It WM at thfe same bell that the Grand Date On-

stantin after the departnfe of the Keaperor Alexan-

der atkeE for a waltz He WM beginning to
done it when Pie Charles S wart Mowwl the or
ekestm and sId for a qwnlrftW which Lady r
fern wanted He WIll deroted to her

The conductor hesitated looked at tbe BBM

sad eoaUiraed the walt
Who has dared to tobt on ba tee this wez

played aked Sir Charie
I answered the greed duke
I alone ato orders in my Manclgatiir

said Sir Char Play the qmtdriUe he umtlnaid
turning to the conductor

The west away a 8tf and WM

aeeoeopuiied by all the itaMiana

wen compelled to interfere in order to manse mat-

ters That I fancy wee the irst martin meet
which Sir Charles scattered throoatort a prograai

the XanpNi of Ixmdonewry

It is not generally known there
exists the unpublished manuscript of a
story written by Charlotte Bronte It was

written when was In hoc testes and
although a youthful production It is not
without Interest Mrs Gaukell alludes-
to It In her life of Charlotte Bronte and
quotes a passage from the Introduction

but the story Itself has never been pub-

lished The manuscript ie now owned
by a genetleman In New York City who
may be to publish it at some
future This same gentlemen Ie

the owner of the manuscript of an un-

published love poem written by Tenny-

son to his wife

The Outing Publishing Company an
nounces six forthcoming books The
Shame of the Colleges a humorous

of leading schools The Sporting
burlesque of different branches

of sport by Norman H Crowe and
Belt Angling for Fishes by

Louis Ahead will Imme-

diately Bar a Western story by
Clarence E Mulford and John Ken
drys Idea a story of California life by
Chester Bailey Fernald will be published
July 1 Big Game at Sea a story of
adventures with monsters of the deep
will appear In September-

Dr Horace Howard Furnees the eml
ment Shakespearean scholar Is hard at
work seeing through the press the fif-

teenth volume of his monumental new
variorum edition of the works of William
Shakespeare The play treated In the
volume will be Antony and Cleopatra
upon which he has his entire
time since the his edition
of Labor Lost more than two
years ago

this time as the old almanacs
expect disturbances of

the English language says a writer on
Schoolboy English in the Outlook

Three instructors in English at Harvard
have prepared a classified list of the lin-

guistic disorders that manifest themselves
during this period he Informs us Among
the amusing examples may be quoted the
following bit of grotesque English which
only a subfreshman could turn out An-

tonio Is direct a little harsh and yet his
friendship for Bausanio and Bassanlos
love for him are characters that no one
who has read the play cannot help from
recommending it with the highest praise

The literary agents have their
usefulness to the author
to the publisher says the Lounger in
Putnams There are occasions when

seem to be squeezing the last drop
or should I say ounce of gold

from the publisher but there are other
occasions when they are perfectly rea-

sonable I suppose that they argue that
a publisher Is not obliged to buy a manu-

script unless he wants It and that he
will not pay more than It is worth to
him This is not altogether truo A
publisher does sometimes pay more for a
manuscript than he wilt ever make out
of it being influenced by various reasons
There Is no doubt that literature has

commercialized within tho past de
and that the author like every one

else In this extravagant age is hustling
for gold

Curious Indeed seem the freaks of fame
whon we consider that on ono of the
earliest and slightest of his novels

Daisy Miller does Mr James reputa
tion in America largely hang It Is how-
ever in the character of a novelist that
be line most frequently appeared says
II O Dwight In July Putnams Some
twentyfive or nearly half of his books
have been novels a number which would
be considered a very fair output for a
man who had done nothing else And
whatever racy have been brought against
him no one has ever accused Mr Jamos
of being slipshod in his work Yet he has
made his mark in no less definite a man-
ner as a of short stories If It
appear to mind that a man who
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can produce so many novels merely
a little patience to sit down

produce twenty volumes of short stories
the Instructed are only too sadly aware
that not every talent can pursue those
two arts with equal success But it

alone to the fictive branches of litera-
ture that Mr James belongs His work
as a critic In fact although the later re-

sults of it have yet to be put into
form has won recognition from

many who are unable to reed his fiction
If the life of Hawthorne In the English-
Men of Letters series should be included
among his half dozen books of title class
that of the sculptor story occupies a
place by Itself in American biography
And then we heave said nothing of the
early descriptive essays that go on the
seine shelf with Hawthornes Our Old
Homo and Howells Venetian Life
and London Films of the ten or more
volumes translated or edited and of the
many stories and essays which have
never been collected between separate
rovers The fecundity of mind and con-

stancy of purpose capable o producing-
so much work of so high an artistic level
with so little encouragement would
argue In itself a personality not without
Interest were that the point at

various is the expression of this per-
sonality so novel In manner and
and so widely related to things
our AngloSaxon ken that our ability
after forty years either to accept or to
reject It Is perhaps not to be wondered at

Lincoln Steftens who has been spend-
ing the past year In San Francisco will
writs the first of a series of articles on
conditions In that city beginning with
the August number of the American Mag-
azine Mr Steffens first artiste wilt be
on Francis J Heney whom he describes-
as the bravest man I ever saw morally-
as well as physically

Raymond Shlpman Andrews Is

those authors who vigorously ob-

ject to publicity and has never had her
photograph published or authorised par-

agraphs concerning her personal or even
her She prefers to be
known to the public entirely through her
books and certainly with the sucrose of
her most recent book The Good Samari-
tan she is rapidly becoming one of the
bestknown and beetconsidered of the
newer women writers of our day

E F Benson although still under for-
ty years of age has twenty novels to
his credit starting with Dodo publish-

ed nearly fifteen years ago He is a son
of the late Bdward White Benson arch-
bishop of Canterbury arid a brother of A
C Benson the author

Witter Bynnars poem An Antique El-

egy In the American Magazine Is nt In
its delicate melancholy to be a comple-

ment to some of the verses B A Shrop
shire Led

0 Jtotker ROM my MUM mtt
Whom sea I few t mm-

Comfcrt her if AH Hm sliM
Of anas and newt

A MMM year en yol B r-

1M ended tan
Yet fete to the ber

knows MC ur mr MOM

j Teach her to pttytto rhm-
Dknly awng the thadm

How here on earth not eat is mine
X all UM little maMt

0 Berth with flowers on her efes-
Be then an sweet as ihe-

De than as llatt whew now ike
As wee light on

AN OPTICAL ILLUSION

Interesting Experiment vrlth nu In
t cniidenccnt Light

From UM Baltimore lea
An interesting optical experiment may

be made the ordinary meandeseent
light at the light for a few
seconds then suddenly extinguish it The
experiment Is best performed in a very
dark roor In half a minute you
will see the of the Ugh
with the flue strands of wire plainly visi-
ble It will be red at first In a few

It will turn purple and then a
Later it will

move to the right As you
it will continue moving to the right If you
keep your gaze fixed It will come back
It is surprising how long the Illusion will
last It will be seen for fully five
minutes perhaps longer and if you turn
on the light and look away from it yon
will the old Image for several minutes
though more faintly than In the dark
nose

HIS FORTE NOT POETRY

After the Irony of the Letters from a
OiHclal and the eloquence of

View of Life we may read
says the Boston Transcript in From
King to King the mingled prose and
verse out oi which i Ir G Lowes Dick-

inson has made a tragedy of the Puritan
Revolution It te we believe now pub-

lished for the first time In this country
by McClure Phillips Co but its flrst
English edition dates back in MM In its
successive scenes Mr Dickinson endeav-
ors to delineate vividly the characters of
leading actors in the struggle their ideate
and the distortion of these as reflected-
in the current of events the dramatic
form being deliberately because
that of an essay
As a specimen of Mr Dickinsons blank
verse this speech of Cromwell wilt suf-
fice

You tall of Utronee who wants to set them up
Who calls me king Who proOsted me the title
Mid who refused ttJ Ben if sot refused
Where were the treachery Ute seen ambttiont
Man do yen think to rule a state lIke tItle
Dy geometric calcium Rood forever
Libertys still your cry What liberty
Wets I renmrrd The scaffold sod the block
Under a second Charba You talk of factions
Oh well jtm may lint on this heaved abma
Of these tdftanMnted who imposed
The law that een freer bratag dfeeord strikes
The hearses high mutt appealing barmonieg

From this It is evident that Mr
forte lies more in the writing of
than In the composition ct dra

poetry

Iromnaatcrn of Alabama
Under the title The Story of Coal

and Iron In Alabama there will short-
ly be published In Birmingham a his-
tory of the Ironmasters of that State
The author of this work Miss Ethel
Armes formerly of Washington has
received every encouragement In col-
lecting her material and has consclan-
tlously covered the subject In a way
that will last It is said In addition to
a number of sketches of these men
who are indelibly linked with Alit
bamas iron and coal Industries that
have already appeared in magazines
there will be used a wealth and va-

riety of hitherto unpublished Incidents-
so Inclusive when taken together as
to constitute a most valuable reference
work Completed The Story of Coal
and Iron In Alabama will be a series
of biographies of near a hundred of
those toilers In the ground who as
Miss Armes says have been far too
busy making Iron to stop for the mak
lag of books about It With the
biographical element there will be
mingled In this chronicle romantic
episodes stirring scenes humble Strug-
gles and triumphs achieved all graph-
ically and truthfully portrayed by Miss
Armes

Largest Morning Circulation
All advertising contracts made by

The Washington Herald are based
upon its sworn circula-
tion In Washington larger by thou
sands than was ever before attained
by any morning newspaper at the
Capital Its books are open
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Correspondent Barry Writes
of Editors Speech

ADDRESS IS COMPLIMENTED

Nothing Better than Veteran Jour
nnllMtx Suinmlnjr Un of Ircshlcntn
Character line liven Done Jiy Any
of Bxeoutlveft IJltiRrnplicrs Some
SlIcllKhia on Local CoiulIUona

Wide publicity says David S Barry in
a Washington dispatch to the Providence
Journal has been glen to Uw address
on Journalism Jamestown

by Crosby S Korea the venerable
editor of the Washington Evening
before the National Editorial Association
at the Tercentennial Exposition June IS

In which there was a quaint comparison
of the relations of the public press to
Capt John Smith in 1M7 and to President
Theodore Roosevelt 900 years later

Many publicists and writers have es-

sayed to give a word picture of Roosevelt
and his ways but none has succeeded bet
ter than this modest working editor and
part proprietor of the Star The Star is
widely quoted as other newspapers at the
National Capital are and has thereby an
influence outside of Its legitimate local
sphere-

It was an Idea that would nave done
credit to the presumably more nimble wit
of a younger writer for Mr Isoyes
to draw a comparison between the work
that Capt John Smith did with no news-

paper press to back him up and the
achievements of Theodore Roosevelt the
success of whose career can readily be
traced to that often acknowledged but
always patent Influence popularly known
as the power of the press Nothing
better has been said by any biographer of
Roosevelt eulogist or critic than the
summing up of Mr Noyes After all
Theodore Roosevelt Is a good deal of a
boy yet as well as a most masterful
President

2V ltIior Friendly Xor Reverse
That remark was not Intended possibly

to be either friendly or the reverse It
was simply the expression of a selfevi
dent tact Editor Koyes might have said
a more caustic thing if he had been

to be less just for It hi known of all
men that the Star to not and has not
been at any time In his career certainly
not since he became President an ad-

mirer of Theodore Roosevelt
There Is a popular Impression that

newspapers published at the National
Capital always stand In with the ad-

ministration and this in a general way to
true being due possibly to the fact that
the bulk of the newspaper readers here
are officeholders and the bUlk of the ad-

vertisers and other patrons dependent for
a living upon those who draw their sus-
tenance from Uncle Sam However this
may be the Washington newspapers are-
as a rule friendly or at least not un-

friendly to the party In power

Hooftevolta Funny Attempt
The Star might be classed as

for although it does not like Presi-
dent Roosevelt It does not as a matter
of editorial policy attack him Mr oyes
explains the cause of his dissatisfaction
fairly well be touches ape the
Presidents lack of appreciation of the
encouragement and support given to him
by the press of his impatience of news-

paper criticism which he professes to
welcome and enjoy of his undignified
and unseemly strenuosity of his fussy
and petty attempt to prevent his Cabinet
officers and oUter supporters and visitors
to the White House from talking to the
newspapers and of that kind of Impul-
siveness to use no harsher word that
led to his hasty approval of the brutal
deeds of his subordinates at the White
House when the knockdown and drag
out outrage was committed upon Mrs
Minor Morris a refined cultured re-

spectable Christian woman which In the
opinion of Mr Xoyes was an act of
cruel heartless injustice

This Mrs Minor Morris Incident served

NOYES ON ROOSEVELT
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as tile spark that Sit smoulder
ing opposition of the Star to President
Roosevelt Into flume The intensity of the
fire seems to Increase In spite of the
warning conveyed in the fact that the
persistency now displayed by Mrs Mor-
ris in seeking frequent Interviews with
the Stars staff equals that which caused
her ejection from the White House If
continued It may make it necessary for
the newspaper to soak the aid of the
local polleo in protecting It from the at
tontlons of the unwelcome visitor

Xoyes Career Jlcinnrknlilc
More than sixty years ago Crosby

Noyes who had left a little country town
In Maine camo to Washington tramping
all the way from Baltimore having no
meson to pity for transportation farther
lIe slept the first night In a market
house after having gone into debt for
his supper lodging and breakfast He
was then a boy In hit teens Today at
eighty he owns onothlrd of a valuable
newspaper and is one of the foremost
citicens of the city where the name of
Noyee stands for all that IB honest and
upright He is the head of family the
sons of which working together In har-
ness with the sons of the Ute Samufil H
Kauffmann Mr NoTed lifelong friend
and business associate a man of charac-
ter and attainments closely akin to Ida
own are maintaining the prestige and
adding to the material prosperity of the
newspaper that enjoys a relation to the
people of the District of Columbia similar-
to that existing between the Journal and
the people of Rhode Island As the Jour-
nal is The Rhode Island Bible the Star
Is the paper that No one in the District
goes to bed without reading

Mr Noyes began his newspaper career
at the Capital as a carrier of the Bald
more Sun which in those days monopo
Hue the local newspaper field He and
Mr Kauffmann and the tat George W
Adams purchased the Star for JWOCOQ

giving their notes in payment Not
share of the stock has since gone outside
of the three families and the chances
are in view of the increasing numbers
of young Noyesea Kaulfmanns and How
ards grandsons of George W Adams
not one ever will

Stinging Criticism
Even those who have best known Mr

Noyes hardly realized that he possessed
In his mental makeup suck felicity of
expression power of description good
natured satire and chuckling humor to
say nothing of caustic criticism as he
has displayed In his inimitable compara-
tive character sketch of Capt John Smith
and Theodore Roosevelt Smith was
badly crippled Mr Noyes blithely says
by falling to have an energetic inde-

pendent press to back him up In his
great work and his great deeds have
therefore gone unhonored and unsung
The newspapers on the other hand have
given Mr Roosevelt that vigorous

In his reform policies have exploit-
ed all his sayings and doings througu
twentyfour hours of the day glorified
the man and his work and made his name
a household word m every home in the
land be ha been slow In acknowledging-
his indebtedness to the press but per-
haps he will think of It some day when
be not too busy

However strongly the public may be
Inclined to agree with Mr Noyes in his
graphic deneatioh of the Presidents
character and in view of his estimate
of him as a President his kindly if sting
log criticism they will be apt to dis-
agree with the charge that be has failed
fittingly to acknowledge his Indebtedness-
to the newspaper press

Many Xerrnpnper lien In Office
Mr Roosevelt lies far surpassed any

of his pred cen3EB In conferring com-
pliments stud favors upon newspaper
workers They an found hoMing honor
able responsible and lucrative ptacaf in
every branch of the public service Here-
in Washington two ef the three District
Commissioners the men who virtually
act as mayor board of aldermen and
common council In one were taken front
the ranks of active newspaper and
the lIt of those who have Federal com-
missions elsewhere is as long possibly
as the pay roll of Mr Noyes generous
and efficient editorial and reportorial
staff President Roosevelt Indeed has
been very good to the newspaper men
He has appeared to take delight In sin-
gling them out for preferment as no
other President ever did He has even
been criticised for his evident partiality
tot them and has never yet not pub-
licly at least denied the soft Impeach-
ment If all public men and all private
citizens in Washington were at friendly-
to the press cllectlvely and Individually
as are President Roosevelt and Crosby-
S Noyes not one of them would have
cause for complaint
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WHEREIN ONE NEARPOET DECLINESW-

hile the following verse with the appended Door of Invitation and its
cruel bar came to The Washington Herald anonymously it has MeA decided

that for one the exigencies of the occasion being both great and unusual the
rule shall be suspended and the nearpoet responsible permitted to see his work
m print

nit DOOR OF INVITATION
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AS TO WHITE LIESB-

Y EXATTACHE

Dean HiuHey In his baccalaureate ser
mon at Yale University on lest Sunday

discoursed with much eloquence on tho
subject of truth which was indeed the
main theme of his address but declined
o discuss what he described as the un-

selfish consIderations which may in ex-

treme eases justify a man In deporting
from verbal truthfulness Now It is pre-

cisely on that particular point that the
young men starting out Into the world on

the completion of their studies require the
guidance of a mentor enjoying such

experience and so much universal
respect as the eminent president of Old

Kit The Importance of this subject is
very great and on more than one Occa-

sion led Henry Laboucbere when In tho
House of Commons to ask that a royal
commission should be appointed by the
Crown to consider the question of official
white lies in Parliament

He was quite in this In Eng
land as In all the constitutional coun
tries of Europe where the cabinet oUtcome

occupy seats in Parliament the legisla-

tors enjoy the right of Interrogating the
government with regard to its policy and
its administration of the affairs of the na-

tion Frequently these inquiries are of an
extremely Indiscreet and awkward char
acter and if addressed by the opposition
are usually Intended either to embarrass
the ministers or to entangle theme into
making statements of a compromising and
boomerang nature The result Is that
those representatives of the government
who constitute Its mouthpieces In Parlia-
ment devote a considerable amount of
labor as well as Ingenuity to answering
these questions In such a manner as

those by whom they are made
and to misrepresent what is the truth
Indeed the promotion of parliamentary
under secretaries junior lords of one or
another of the great departments of state
and of other budding statesmen depends
in a great measure upon the cleverness
which they display In answering ques-
tions in the house and thus an oUtotal
premium II practically sot by the highest
authorities In the land upon equivocation
and a distortion of the truth

It cannot be denied that this Is inevita-
bly contributing to the decline of that
Irftr TTrt for veracity which to ancient
times constituted one of the most re-

nowned qualities of the Englishspeaking
races True their frankness was often
formed a source of strength and al-

though foreigners might sneer at our
boorishness they respected our candor
Ute the Chinese we were reputed die
agreeable what the French so pictur-
esquely describe as mauvalg coucbeur-
sAnffltoewnleatant bedfellows but as

in the case of the Chinese our word was
accepted as being as good as our bond
and the distinction between American
diplomats such as Benjamin Franklin
and English statesmen such as Pitt on
the one hand and those of foreign coun
tries on the other was that it was possi-
ble to credit Implicitly the assurances of
the former while In the case of the latter
It was generally advisable to believe Just
the contrary of they asserted No
one realized this to a greater extent nor
too advantage thereof la a more amus-
ing manner than the great Prince Bis-
marck Unlike MacnteveUl of old he
made a point of invariably blurting out
the truth even when he might have re-

mained silent thereby successfully mis-
leading diplomats reputed the shrewdest
of their day For they could not realize
that he really meant what he said and
persisted In acting on the mistaken
theory that like themselves he used the
gift of speech merely to conceal his
thoughts and plans and usually placed
an Interpretation upon his utterances
directly opposed to their meaning

It not however so much the white
lies of political and official life that con-

stitute a problem to the young university
graduate who Is starting out to make his
way In the world as it Is the distortions
of truth that are absolutely

to the welfare and continuance of
our social system as today constituted
The difficulty Is to define where the white
lies end and the black lies begin and It
is this uncertainty as to the whereabouts-
of the exact border line which con-
tributes In no small measure to deaden
our qualms of conscience on the subject
of strict veracity

Society white lies are those which Dean
Hadley describes a dictated by unsel-
fish considerations and In ninetynine
cases out of a hundred owe their exist-
ence to a desire to avoid giving pain
When a man has unwittingly said some
thing about a third party that wounds
his friend the more amiable he is the
more strenuously will he lie in order to
wipe away the offense There Is the
story of Constable the artist who had
expressed his opinion that a certain lend

ap painters pictures looked like putty
This criticism came to the latters ears
and time afterward on meeting

he said I am told you say my
pictures are like putty If the Royal
Academician had adhered strictly to the
truth he would have said Yes and I
will explain to you exactly what I meant
Cad would have told him his objections-
to th paintings in question But being-
a kindhearted man and being unwilling-
to give unnecessary pain or offense he
exclaimed Well what of that I like
putty It is hastily necessary to point
out that Constable did not and could not
like putty in pictures but his excuse
soothed the feelings of his feltowartlst

Gen Gordon the hero of
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Khartoum was more strict in his regard
for truth than Constable and it was his
scruples on this score that led the vari-
ous governments which employed him to
regard him as so utterly unpractical
He more fitted for the ancient times
of the Crusaders and Christian martyr-
dom than for the life of the present day
antI be live a curious Illustration

on the occasion of his odd quarrel with
the Marquis of Ripon now lord of the privy
seal Lord Ripen who Is a most deeply
religious man of the highest honor and
integrity wa In 1880 appointed governor
general of India and had Induced

to accompany him to tho Orient as
his private secretary The private sec-
retary of a viceroy of India Is a far
more Important personage than his title
would Indicate He Is the alter ego of
his chief his principal lieutenant and
the power Indeed behind the viceregal
throne As such he draws a very large
pay and allowances-

On landing at Bombay to assume the
roms of government Lord Ripon re-

ceived a voluminous pamphlet written
by some local magnate whom It was
necessary to conciliate and to keep in a
good humor Lord Ripen turned it over
to Gordon with a request that he would
write a reply to the man stating that
the viceroy was much Indebted to him
for the screed which he had read with
the greatest Interest Gordon pointed out
to Lord Upon that Inasmuch as the pages
of the pamphlet had not been cut It was
Impossible to describe the pamphlet as
having been read with great Interest and
on the viceroy pointing out that it was
a mere figure of speech and that he had
neither the time nor the inclination to
read all the voluminous printed matter
sent to him from various sources

declared that ho could not recon-
cile Wa conscience to stating that the gay
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eriror general had read a pamphlet and
enjoyed It when it was untrue and that

sooner the be a party to such a decep
tion he would preferto resign his ap-

pointment
This He dW then and there wiling for

China by the very next steamer an l
leaving Lord Ripon not only hi a great
quandary through the tack of an
clent private secretary but likewise un-

der the public imputation of having
reled with one of the most popular hero a-

In England by attempting to force him
to write a Me Had It not been for ttu
dispute Gordon would probably hay
served out his term oi In IndU
with Lord Ripen and might never have
been sent to Khartoum and to his death
at the hands of the dervishes there Sir
Walter Scott entertained the same con-

scientious objections to lies no matter
how white they might be but resorted-
to all sorts of verbal juggles to escape
telling them When for instance an
ugly baby was brought to him he knew
full well that he wee expected to admir
It Therefore in the kindness of hIs
heart he Invariably exclaimed as though
overwhelmed with a sudden blase of in-

fantile beauty Well I am sure that s
a habit with a great emphasis on tl

Is Constantly taxed with the author-
ship of the Waverley novels he while
never denying outright would generally
reply shell not own Waverley with
the emphasis on the not which might
be taken whichever way the Interlocutor
pleased but which was generally con-

strued as a denial It was only toward
the of his career that Sir Walter
who in all affairs of life was a model of
chivalrous honor consented to admit that
he had written the popular series known
as the Waverley novels thereby divesting
of much literary credit a number of un-
scrupulous people who had taken advan-
tage of his reticence to encourage the
authorship to be ascribed to themselves

Such men me Sir Walter and Chines
Gordon are anomalies and their Intens
conscientiousness while admired In them
aa a virtue would Me regarded as simply
Intolerable in ordinary everyday citizens
How for instance could we put up with
servants who declined to utter the time
honored formula of Not at home when
we do not find It convenient to receive a
visitor And what a number of

Invitations we should be forced to
accept did not we have at our beck and
call the conventional white lie with re
gard to a previous engagement Balls
would become a source of torture rathfr
than pleasure to the fair sex were tliy
obliged to dance with every awkward
swain who considered It to be his duty to
ask them And how when demanded l y
your host for your opinion with regard-
to his children his wines or his cigars
can you tell them the plain unvarnished
and In nine times out of ten intensely
disagreeable truth In fact the who
routine of society as at present consti-
tuted is nothing more nor less than nn
continual long drawn out white lie which
is quite as much of a bleached lie if it
is Implied as when uttered

Good old Sir Walter Scott might Jut
M well as far as the question of strict
truthfulness Is concerned used

of admiration about the baby whn
nreeentM to him as to have etntcntrl
himself with pretending an enthusiasm
that be did not feel in the seme way
It Is Just as much of a kindly Jib t
squeeze the hand of a painter or of a
singer with a look of hypocritical rap-
ture In the eye as to ti him outright
that his execrable daub Is a dream of
beauty or that the song which you have
just listened to with pain has transport
ed you to the seventh heaven of delight
The only excuse that can be offered

this deceit and mendacity la that It
main object is to avoid giving pain and
that without It life as constituted to-

day would be Impossible The result Is
that our success and popularity in so-

ciety have ended by depending to a great
extent upon the talent which we display-
In artistically and agreeably disfiguring
the truth We have not quite reached th
stage where a man can boast of his suc-
cesses as a liar where he can taste th
sweets of fame by touching one of his
victims on tile arm and saying You
think me an honest and respectable man
I am not I am an accomplished liar

at me and admire But we are got
ting there and the English translation of
the solemn words Requiescat in pace
which figure on nearly every tomb wilt
acquire a new significance since a dou-
ble meaning can be applied to the phras
Let He undisturbed

When I say that we are getting there
I mean that we Englishspeaking people

not yet as gifted as other nations in
the art of picturesque and artistic

Dean Hadley in his sermon on
Sunday last wound up his address by d
elaTing to the graduating class that from
your fathers and mothers you have in-

herited instincts of truthfulness Scru-
ples for truth may be said to be ItnMiwd
with the mothers milk among the Eng
lishspeaking races and the slightest
scruple of truth IE fatal to the perfet tic
While these scruples may disappear in
the space of the next two or three gen-

erations it will take considerably longer
before we can ever hope to rival the Ori-

entals In the art of lying Asiatics and
in fact Africans as well may be described
as born liars instead of being merely
educated to untruth as In our ease Th
Persians for instance lie even when th
truth would serve their purpose equally
well But they dolt so glibly so artis-
tically and so agreeably that they ac-

tually command your admiration and es
teem
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Oriental lying presents a striking anal
ogy to Oriental embroidery In each care
the foundation Is of the very flimsiest
character but so profuse is the applica
tion and so Intricate the design thereof
that one loses sight altogether of the un-

substantial character of the original fab-

ric Orientals exemplify above all others
the very highest type of liar and when
they tell a fib they are prepared for all
that Its creation entails namely the n-

ceseity of being ready with two or three
dozen more with which to prop It up ant
for each of these subsidiary lies
have to coin still others a task which
they never shirk and through which they
go with supreme grace and consummate
skill To accomplish this demands con-

structive talent of the highest order and
when this is absent the strain upon the
mind and the imagination is su great that
the person is liable to break down and
to make that false step which brings
the whole edifice to the ground

Possibly It Is because there Is a strongly
developed touch of the Oriental in their
composition that Russians enjoy the rep-

utation of being the most accomplished
and artistic liars of Europe One of their
most famous diplomats and statesmen

Count Ignatleff now president of
the powerful PanSlavtet Society actual
ly earned for himself while Ambassador
at Constantinople among a population
that presents the greatest aggregation of
liars In tho world the nickname of The
Father of Lies The late Czar who
was the most straightforward and truth-
ful man of the entire Russian empire on
one occasion taxed the count with this
and asked how he had managed to ac-

quire such an unenviable sobriquet To
this the general replied with a low bow
Au service de votre majeste
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