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THE BLOOM THAT

4

The Easter Lily Flowers
Throughout the Entire
Year, but It Is Popular
Only for One Day.

ERHAPS it is because a new generation, to

the manner born, has grown up since the

Easter lily came into its queenly sway;
perhaps it is because the traditional joyousness of
the day lends itseif more graciously to the whim
of fashion than do other occasions of the year;
perhaps it is simply that spring—the perennial, de-
lightful, irresistibly pagan time of delight in life—
must have compelled some exaltation of the fAow-
ers; but the fact is apparent that Eastertide brings
with its festival bloom no tinge of sadness, no sense

0! unfitness,

A whole nation responds to the quickening
life of spring—finds in the inimitably beautiful
resurrection of the flowers the sweetest, most fit
symbol of the resurrection of the Saviour, whose

cn

iergence from the tomb typified the new birth
of the human soul.

The

story of the immaculate lilv and of its

ister blooms is the story of one remarkable change
hat has become noteworthy in our national life. a

fe so varied, so heterogeneous, that, even at this
ay, the soothsayers and the prophets are at one
ily in the positiveness of their auguries—these,
wat we shall emerge into a racial homogenity as
marked as tha: of the ancient Jew, those that we
shall diffuse to cosmopolitanism more omnipresent
than that of the
It all underlies the Easter buds and flowers—

ancient Roman,

the gay, sweet fancies of the present, the profound,

momentaus mystery of the ages to come.

Rarip GROWTH OF THE PReETTY SENTIMENT.

A thought of Love Immortal blends
With dear remembrances of friends,
And in these earth-bormm flowers,
With Eden gering fragrance sweet,
The heavenly and the human meet,
The heart of Christ

and  ours,—Whittier,

Some ten years have elapsed since, in the estimation
of an American town or city, the Wearing or carrying of
a sprig of boxwood or g spray of palm ceased to stamp

one as a devout pletist or as the votary of foreign super-

stition.

That was abput the time when the them-
selves on Palm Sunday strained their resources a little to

churches

instead of the cheaper and more
after another made the palm
bringing home the story of man's

his God

give the faithful real palm
humble box. One

the vehicle
ready fickleness toward

church

spray for

Sunday, within a few years, has been changed
in the popular esteem to a considerable extent

Palm
rom its
proper place in the penitential season to the occasfon for
& floral festival, when house windows green with palms
as though in rejoicing, end a city thoroughfare seems more
truly like the jubllant, deceptive way than any since the

palms waved and drooped In the unstable homage Of
nineteen centuries ago.

t is good to come hastily on to Easter, when there is
no afterthought of chagrin to mar the perfect fitness of
the festival.

Man’'s Saviour has arisen: man should, indeed, rejoice.
The very flower, the lily, which typifies the splendor and
the promise of the Resurrection, is wholly admirable in
the fidelity with which the history of its bloom depicts
the life eternal preserved within the sapulcher,

Only a score of years have passed since Willlam Har-
ris, a Philadeiphia florist, received from some friends in
Bermuda samples of the Bermuda lily, whose white and
beautiful blooms were a delight to his astonished eye,

He put them forward {n his native city as an Easter
flower. Their popularity was instant, C in gen-
eral, which still looked at Palm Sunday decorations as
part of a ritual to which they might not accede, found at
Eastertime an outlet for the human craving for beauty
which they were glad to welcome,

hurches

The tall, white flower year by yvear won its way from
city to elty, so that it became known by the name of its
American patron, as lillium Harrisi. Everywhere it was
in demand, and Bermuda began to reap huge harvests of
lily bulbs,

While most of the Bermuda lilles are brought here in
the form of bulbs, a large import trade in the blooms
themselves has grown up within the last few yvears. In
one shipment which arrived in New York the other day
were something like 10,000 boxes of the beautiful white
blossoms,

These blooms are cut in Bermuda at the latest possible
A large per-
centage canmot survive the trip and are worthless when
received, but a surprisingly large number are in fit con-
dition for use on Easter Sunday. They are purchased prin-
cipally for the decoration of churches.

A city of the first class to-day, like Chiecago, Boston, or
Philadelphia, will receive rrom 200,000 to 250,000 buibs dur-
ing the months of July and August. They come from their
native island packed in pure shore sand, 20 bulbs to the
package, each bulb measuring from seven to nine inches
in circumferance. The ports of entry are chiefly New York
and Philadelphia, where, on arrival, the usual price is
about $%5 a thousand.

A florist in a large way of business will take from
10,000 te 15,000 bulbs. He plants them at once, their stately,
magnificent lifa interred like the body containing some
hidden loveliness of the soul; and, like the grave into
which humanity must descend, theirs s cold and dismal.

The temperature must be kept where the root growth
only will start, and it i{s not until the chill of October
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answered so emp

ically as by the Easter lily, for the ime by which it is
popularly identified has doomed to the 1 of a
single day a flower which nature intended for many |

nonths of the year. Its very p«
it for the rest of the year

More than that, the rage
innumerable—for churches, f«
has made man's greed slay
handmaids of the eye.

The Bermuda lily bulb ordinarily affords from five to
seven flowers, although exceptional plants, meas-
uring from nine to eleven inches
then as high as $2% a hundred, provide as many as a Jjozen
flowers, The selling price is 20 cents g flower. The profit
of the florist is a rich one; and the profit of the Ber-
mudaus since their native bulb became the Easter fashion
has been proportionate.

The Bermudans, like those others in the fable, craved
too many golden eggs, They learned to force their natural
productive capacity, and the Bermuda lily bulbs began
to develop diseases that made them sterile. In some cof-
signments there was a proportion as high as 5 per cent

pularity for Easter dooms

man's latest, most
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of bulbs that failed to bloom.
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It may be that some the Easter lily will relin-
quish its sovereignty to some other herald of the joyous
spring. How they aspire to dispute lily's title—the
azaleas that come from Holland and sell at prices ranging
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WHY CUPID MUST WORK A LITTLE SLOWE

R AFTER TO-DAY

LAS, poor Cupid!

With wings clipped, thistle seeds sown in his
rosy way, and all sorts of obstacles placed before
him, what will the fair god do?

Never, perhaps, has he had to face such difficulties
at one time as he must confront to-day,

Church and state have come to the coneclusion that he
has been having a too easy time; the result. they say, has
been too many divorces and untold cases of marital un-
Cupid went, shooting his arrows indiscrimin-
ately, rejoicing on hls way, while the stricken mortals,
without taking time for consideration, leaped before they
looked—into matrimony.

To-day the new laws of the Catholic Church concerning
marriage go effect. In New York additional bars
have been put up this year, and In other places discour-
agements are placed in the way of a too hasty flight to
the altar.

Most of the new regulations concerning
marriage is the decree issued by the Catholic Church, with
the authority of Pope Pius X, which goes into effect to-
day. The new requirements are of interest to both Cath-
olics and non-Catholics, because of frequent unions be-
tween persons of different creeds

Affecting the arrangements of marriage in all parts
of the world, they are of particular importance to the
United States. Here the "divorce evil” has reached a
cruelal point, in the opinion of all churchmen, Besides
this, the new regulations settle declsively many questions
which have occasioned complications.

Heretofore the marriage regulations promulgated by
the Council of Trent have been mandatory only in cer-
tain sections of the country. Thus the decrees were obll«

happiness.

into

important

satory in the portions of the country covered by the

Louisiana purchase and iands ceded the United States by
Spain and Mexico. So rules in New York, St. Louis, Phil-
adelphia, and other places were different,

Most salient of the features of the new marriage regi-
lations is the demand that all engagements must be made
In writing, and the stand of the church in not recogniz-
ing as valid the marriage or any Catholic who has not
gone through the matrimonial ceremony before a duly
accredited priest and two witnesses. Heretofore this re-
quirement was not necessary in the United States.

Undoubtedly rash marriages result in many divorces

engagements and hasty marriages.
olics wishing to marry
engagement, signed before a bishop
ish, or before two witnesses.
church will regard these contracts as nufl and void.

light sifting through trees,
A couple holding hands—pretty tight.
her waist; she sighs and lets her head rest on his shoul-
der.
dart, drawsg the string.

or cases of “lifetime misery”—evils for which sociologists
and churchmen have discussed remedies in vain. Each
year shows an increased number of divorces in the United
States,

In England one court has the
in this country there are 2691
euthorized to dissoive marriage
France, seventy-nine.

The new decrees of the Catholic Chureh, it is declared,
are Issued because the church regards marriage as a sacra-
ment, and that its sanctity and validity should be safe-

power to grant divorces:
In Gérmany the courts
number twenty-eight: in

guarded.

EviLs oF Hasty MARRIAGE.
Much evil, the church believes, comes from impulsive
So, after to-day, Cath-
must enter into a formal written
or pastor of the par-
Unless duly attested the
Think of the privileges of the past: A bench, moon-
the odor of blossems in the air.
His arms encircle
Cupid is nearby with bow and arrow,
Whiza!
“You will be mine?” he asks.

He fixes the
Two pairs of lips meet.
“Yes,” sne murmurs, as if

{dreaming.

Now it must be done this way:

We, the undersigned, being of sound mind and possessing sufficient
knowledge of the obligations to be assumed, do hereby. freely and un.
wudu:‘i. u:}mnm promise to enter into holy matrimony before the
— - day of,

5 In testimony whereof we affix our signatures on thi , the

day

JAMES M. SMITH, of -,
MARY R. KING, of ——, g
Witnesses: Rishard M. Phillips, James M. Burps,

Not nearly so romantic—no! But, declare the wise,

not nearly so much repenting at leisure afterward and
fewer cages of breach of promise,

According to the regulatioas, a bishop outside his dio-

e — g S i

cese or a priest outside the limits of his parish capnot
marry his own or other subjects without due authoriza-
tion. So a runaway couple would find it rather difficult
to elude a pursuing parent, and, besides this, to be valid,
there must be two witnesses to the marriage—one will not
suffice.

For the lawful celebration of the ceremony one of the
contracting parties should live for a month in the parish
where the marriage is to be performed. This is pot es-
sential to wvalidity, however, Marriages of persons with-
out fixed abodes, aceording to the regulations, should be
referred to the bishop before the ceremony. All this wiil
make the hasty marriage well nigh impossible to Cathoiles.

The new rules of the Catholic Church, however, are
not the only bars placed in the way of Cupid. On the first
of the year a law became effective in New York State
making it necesgary to secure a license, after certain ques-
tions have been asked and recorded.

New York State has been a Mecca of runaway lovers,
and the Little Church Around the Corner, in the metrop-
olis, has been the scene of very many quick tyings of the
nuptial knot.

But ‘ail this, too, is of the past. The rector of the
Little Church Around the Cornmer, the Rev. Dr. Houghton,
recently decided that double-quick marriages were often
fll-adviged, So, now, it is necessary before marriage to
have the banns published and to present the proper li-
censes. Of course, there has been a falling off of mar-
riages at the church. It is no longer a ieading Gretna
Green for the United States.

Naturally, all this must be discouraging to Master
Cupid. What will he do? He still directs loving couples
to places that have long held high rank in his favor, like
St. Joseph, near Chicago; Wilmington, Del.; Bristol, Va.,
and other noted “marrying cities,” bdt he has lost much
of his former enthusiasm.

Of course, it will be admitted that there have been far
too maoy impetuous marriages, and that the new regu-
lations will 'result in more lasting and happier unijons,
But the year 1908, so far, has been a serious one for this
little god.
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The game of “Chase™ is one of the most popular n
games. It may be played by two or more.
player tosses his “shooter,” which is larger than the o
nary marble, a short distance away. The second plays
tosses his “shooter” at the first “shooter,” and if he hits
it he gets a marble, but If he does not hit it the first
leaves the “shooter” where it lands, ready for the next
one to toss. If only two are playing, the first player

kes their acquisition so

ke
oie

tosses his “shooter” at the second player's “shooter,”
3 i 3 3 a %“ah i
and so on until one of them hits the other's “shooter

Then he gets a marble and tosses his poter"” out again.

“Odd and Even” {s another gambling game which is
played with marbles. One boy holds in hig hand as v
marbles as he likes, Another guesses whether it is o

even. It it is odd and he guesses odd, he wins all the
marbles in the hand. If he says “even” and it is odd, he

forfeits a marble. The players take turns in holding out.

Another way to play this game is to give as many
marbles when yom guess wrong as the playver holde out.
One incident witnessed was of a boy holding out
| tire sack of marbles, 180 in all. The other player guessed
“even,” which it was, and so he gained all the marbles.

“Bump Out” is a marble game by two players. One
of the players puts a marble about two feet from some
wall. He bounds another marble against the wall and
ground. If it hits, he gets the marble. Otherwise, ha
leaves it on the ground where it stops. The other player
tries the same thing, and so on till one of them hits a
marble. The one that hits gets all the marbles on the
ground,

“In a Ring™” is a game that is played with as many as
vou like, It is best to select a plage that is level so that
the marbles will not roll away. Some boys make a ring
and in it they place three marbles apiece., You stand a

D=

his en-

short distance away, knuckle down to the ground, and
shoot at the marbles in the ring with a “shooter,” If you
knock a marbie out of the ring you get a marble and

have another shot. If you don't hit any you have to leave
your “shooter” where it goes,

The next player elther shoots at the marbles or the
other fellow's "shooter.” If he is shooting at the “shoot-
er” and hits it, he gets a marble, which he takes out of
the ring. He then gets another turn. The next player
does the same, and so on until all the marbles are out of
the ring. Then they put more marbles in and continue the
game,

“KReeps”’ is still another marble game. An
box is required, which has a hole iIn the top ahout ona
and one-half inches square. The owner of the box places
it on the ground and another boy tries to drop a marble
into the hole from his waist line. If the marble goes i
the hole, the dropper gets it and one extra, If it doe g
the owner of the box gets the marble. “Pig in the Pen”
is one of the favored games with marbles. It is p!
with a plece of board about two fest long, which has
notches along the lower side. The notches are numbered
up to ten, The board is held across the walk or some other
convenient place, but a sidewalk is best. If the marble
that is rolled goes into No. 10, the player gets ten marbles
and the one he rolled in. If he roils a marble into No. 3.
he gets four marbles.  All the marbles that do not roil
into the pen the owner of the board gets.

A "sbooter” is larger than an ordinary marble. There
are many different kinds of marbies. Among them elay,
glass, crockie, and iren. You ean buy two crockies for a
cent, Others cost more. You can also buy twenty clay

ordinary

i marbles for a ceant,
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