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She Hopes to Break Down Social Barriers
Through Success on the Operatic Stage

of 1¢

cerned a young and

pretty woman.

hing of a commoti the news dis-
“was caused in the fashionable
1 conducted by Jean de Reszke be-
expulsion of one of his most prom-
ising pupils without explanation,

“It was learned that the expelled pupil was|not at then

discovered
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mous lefters de Reszke and at-

ountess Marguerite

tacking the ¢

~

assini, niece and adopted daughter of the former

Russian

1 ' I otn
Ambassador at Washington.

f

countess has lived in Paris, studying under ]

mt Cassini left America the

“Ever since Cot
ean
She

de Reszke wi pearin

}‘:fz
to make |

“ry

th a view to apj n opera.

or
5
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made excellent progress and is almost ready

£
i

t
L

her success was
wnications

countess

tha

sdid

is jealousy o
the only motive of the anonymous comn
1 . 1 1 m
which she was attacked. The

T
pdl

was
jgreatly distressed over the incident, as the writér

wi the letters was a supposed friend

[s CexTr

AL FIGURE.

1ple ent made above is an inter-
as hse arious chapters written in
ts of t rth—and always with a

as its I
SO many he Countess Cas-
d da ian Ambas-
s the diplomatic cir-

A y what she
When the ambassador was transferred to Madrid, the
daring, unconver ung countess passed owt of the
annais of Wa It was generally supposed
thdt she had gone to the Spanish court with her uncle

and foster father.

Many who so had their first enlightenment
through the news itches telling of the flurry in Jean

It

genera known

upon the

a4 career

years, she was the head of her g8 household in Pekin

| =he was then representing his ntry at the court of the

{ Flowery Kingdom {er beaut nd accomplishments, in|
| ad m to th romance of being so voung a hostess,

| should have r a leader, even at that age—and she

;w:xs precocious—in social plomati ircles

i It happened, however, t the wives of other diplo- |
] mats at Peki r own. They may or may

| certain

|
|
l
|
|
1
{
I
|
|
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Why? w hundreds of
lips in so should a young |
woman ( wealth wish |
to pass through the preparation for |
opera, unléss with another object than that of the honors |
attained by th ssful pri donna?

No nt € perhaps—that the |
. becoms elba, Tetraszzini, or
Mary Garden

But it spered in Parls, one may possess sufi-

taler into high i ssibilities by ar-
attain a comm ion on the

ay fall at her f it is whis-

pered again, is the secret motive that animates the young

studies.

An's operatic

» wishes to cor
disposed to her
circles; her newest

or the soclety that has been rather
tnroughout her
attack upon

career

matic
to be made from the operatic stage.
Few

women have been so generally discussed—certainl

cme a story

d world. It con-|'

to be the author of a series of anony- | remarks and o

i

her own sex

fifteen

the
Russian

ambassador; at ny i maiden

found an exceedingly frostly reception wherever she ap-
peared.

All this might have been obviated, of course, if the

Russian ambas a widower of several vears' stand-

p

!

\g, seen fit to take to himself another wife, an older |
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woman to be the head of his household. That he was
{ 80 thoroughly wrapped up in the ng girl of advanced
;.‘md voluptuous charms whom he called his niece did not

« | strike the other women of the diplomat
in diple P
r io-

its strongholds is |

{ frosty barriers errected against his protege.

¢ service favorably.
he would, Count Cassini could not remove the
Diplomatic
gociety in the Chinese capital was in an unfavorable frame

Try as

of mind. So Count Cassini asked to be transferred, and

Cowrit ess
Marguerile
SSI777 |

|

‘ courrl Cxssiny,
Formerly Fussizm Ambassador
o Waskinglon

| with lavish hospitality entertained at some of the most
| brilllant functions of the year,

i But the rumers that had gained credence in Pekin
iz.:xd preced the fair Russian te the French capital,
ish-f wag treated coldly, not ng accepted as “a lady

{ the diplomatic corps Her position as “'niece” in the

| ambassador’'s household did not seem to make the impres-

L " .
sion she and ¢

ywunt Cassini desired

i It was largely because of this second disappaolr
| that Count Cassinl again sought a wnsfer, and
g!lnn" was sent to represent hig government at Washington
| Both the count and ti ped that In
;thv breezy capital of the ation
1\ would enter upon a new ial \career,
| with no searc lighte turned on the s d
. Lsartburnings of the past

this time said writer in describing th

to Washingti plomatic ircles, Margue

is a little above medi t exquisitely
| formed. Her eyes are nd b3 the most
'exmr»:)-w and characteristic feat f heér face An
ih!mnda::m of ris er her Greek-molded
lhmd and falli in short ringlets about 1 brow

AN ACCOMPLISHED

‘ “Her skin is wonderfully white for one
| with such dark eves and hair. the only bit of brilliant
::ul-vr:u( about her face being her full lips, which are
iﬂo-»;‘» crimson
te, being an active mem-
| ber « she is an enthusiastic horse- |
‘,w-,;m;:. and driver, handling the ribbons with as much
{en.w as she takes a fence on the back of She
1 has won several n ip cups is
fond of whee! rid! likes sports of
i When srrived in Washington, how-
fewr soclal aspirations were not fore-
| ord { ease » were more than
jr'n.w couch; there were thorns of
!ar. u T
! The European diplomats, headed by |
|the B von Hengelmuller, wife of the ambassador

Austria-Hungary, refused to

| Cassini as the bassadr of the Ru 1 Embassy, and
| for g fine there was pretty tempest in the dip-
lomatic teapot Washington

Perhaps most et readers remewber the stir

that the youn

McKinley

oman caused during President
detern
had conferred

on Oy her

m to assert

T the heredi-

upo

and endowed her with special honors

household, would

assador's

It was gone about in this way: Lord Pauncefote, dean

acknowledge |

the Paunce-
ar affair at

seemed,

Cambon at the French Embassy, at which
fote precedent was followed; then came a
the home of the German Ambassador,
gettled the matter so far as the diplomatic cor
cerned,

That, it

was con

BALKED 1N AmBITIOUS PLAN.

The young countess, not a little nettled
her intention of seeking recognition b
| ley. She declared that at the state

| at the White House she purposed to

1 that

| Pauncefote, and it was asserted

sian Ambassador to go to the front and
plea at the White House for her
When the time drew near for iss

{ a curious condition of affairs presented its
fote, wife of the dean,

not attend the White House dinner; the

was

in court

sador had no wife; the wife of t}
was in Europe, and the wife of ti
was aiso out of the eity.

Sh Countess Cassini gave it out
walk into the dining-room on the

and ahead of every other woman o
This up

the grave dipiomats from various countiries

then in Washington. stirred thir

White Housge to discuss the situation wit}

Mr. McKinley settled the controv
during his adrisistration no unmarrie
vv:; occasions of state, take precedence
The Countess Cassini attended the «
| humble ple with a pretty grace that won I
admiration.

But., while not finding favor among the women of ths
diplomatic corps, the countess managed to it a consid-
{ erable figure in Washington®so

Her fads, perhaps, were partly this,
Ope of these fads was the nu r f her
dogs. Another was her preference h
Her fondness for adventure and kin

! of sport also made her many frier

“ It was Countess Cassini who costume
dinner to the young set in Wasl r enter-
tainments were gay! in stated a preat
deal of gosslp was aroused by a too pror 24 wa of

i gayety in her social functions

Withal, she was st 5 in some of her most ame-

bitious plans. During the war with Japan she

| and carried out a bazaar for the benefit of the

Red Cross Society, an affair that nett

But the young woman's campai
tion ¢ould not be successful without the
women of the diplomatic corps. This was in

Washington, as it had been in Pekin and Paris.

When Count Cassini was transferred fr
| ton to Madrid the young woman did not accomp
! "
There were certain matters about which the Ma

| is reputed to be the strictest in Europe

Instead she went to Paris ard 1
Should she prove a
ave the world of soclety
triumph over those who
r upon her in the past.

| operatic stage.

yet at
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| should

metions the rank =nd precedence|  BEWARE OF THE “KISSING HABIT.”
. | NEEL
YA toauary & T y Medical authorities have come to the eo n that a
oot WIS W By thte * | digease which has long puzzled them is due to the preva-
corps jeclined to abide by A meeting lence of the “kissing habit.” The fact was mentioned by
of the ambassadors was called for the purpose of 59"5‘-1':6{ Dr. W. Rushton in a lecture delivered under the auspices
the matter !

{ of the British Health Society. The jaw is a

the disecase—known to sclentis

| by
was given the post at Par l at tha coroa iss invitasiane " FO—_— . Lo 19 :
R i joF tha ¢ e w‘rull-.m.tdx_ .- for 8 d‘r,.n T party, “rx‘m:)ﬂris”-a loosering of the teeth
To the Frenct pital the ambassador and the \-mmg'(‘mn;' Cassinl and the countess among the guests. The | A -
nch pital the "bass an e 3 hough thev - ) ctly sound, they f 3
- t atidi i | countess was as ed to a table place among the other | though they may o likel - - nize the
P ladly. They belie B isid lety 8ol | on ric i appears, likely to recognize the
girl went gladly. They believed that Parisian society l young women present—a place to wnich no official s;gn“_i.)m. A victim is not, it appea y 4 A; ‘ 7
would deal mors graciously with the dashing young | ficance couid be made to attach | malady in its insipient stage, and outwardly there i8 no
woman; they opened wide the doors of the embassy, and | Another dinner was given the following week by ll.lsxgn to betray its presence
o 1 U L") . T -

HE marcel wave, doubtless, had its origin in the
T Garden of Eden,

For the eternal woman is eternally interested |

in the eternal subject of the coiffure, The curl-paper in the

shape of twigs and other archalc devices, no doubt, was

of the slmian jungies. And
in the ruins of anclent Babylon,

usea

on the stones unearthed

Phoenlcia, and on the immortal tombs of Egypt arch-
eologists have noted the inevitable vanity of weman—in
dressing her hal

Customs might the standards of beauty rise
and fall, but wom: always sought to embelllsh her
tress To-day spe an nour or two at the fash-

jonable hairdresser's;
Athens and Pomp

dress with

after their baths the women of

erit hours arranging the wonderful
which they surmounted their heads. And so
it has aiways been,

Simplicity and the headdress of the
women of anclent Greece. You have seen pictures of Helen
of Troy and the “swest-mouthed queen of Lesbia''—or
you have observed the severely beautiful June and the
classic Venus of Milo. Then, as now, woman's pride was
her hair,

When the unknown and long-dead model! stood before
the unknown and long-dead sculptor whose statue now is
duplicated in one-third of the homes 6f the land, the
women arranged their hair with a simple and charming
effect.

It was parted in the middle, and arranged in a series
of curis—a sort of emphasized marcel wave. As she sat
before her polished mirror, with what care the young
women of ancient Hellas must have primped and arranged
thelr hair! With what delicate iittla curis they embel-
lished the forehead! And with what carefui attention they
arranged the knot in the back so it iooked like a bunch of
curis!

In ancient Ionia a woman would draw her hair back
and simply tise the mass together, letting the strands
dangle down her back. But in the days when Sappho sang

grace marked

|

her songs, perfection of the halr-curling process had been
evolved.

Often women wore a filet about the forehead, or pef-
haps a sort of turban covered the head—a mere wrapp:ng
of beautiful cloth drawn tightly over the tresses. It main-
tained the shape admirably.

Among the most bizarre effects was that devised by
the women of Pompell, It was pyramidal colossal, amaz-
ing. Hours were spent in dressing the hair, and when
it was fixed, with waxes and olls, it was not taken down
for days. This arrangement made the women look con-
siderably taller than they really were, and impartel =
rather severe dignity of mien,

Riging from the head of the fair mistress of the Pom-
pelan villa would be a series of layers of hair, growing
smaller and smaller, and converging to a point—one of the
most bizarre effects ever achieved. Quite different was
the coiffure of the ladies of the time of Nero. The Lady
Poppaea had quite & number of styles from which to select.

A popular headdress among the ladies of the Roman
eourt was a pompadour effect above the forehead, and an
innumerable number of plaits in the back. Possibly the
pompadour effect was achieved by curling the hair in
front of the head, and plalting thin strands 4n the back
and tying them in a knot.

Another popular headdress was to part the hair in
the middle and jcurl it at the sides, gathering the curis in
the back and letting them fall loose over the shoulders.

In the thirteenth century women wore the hair in cne
plait in the back. This was wrapped about the head and
over the forehead. In Amsterdam, had you lived about
that time, you could have seen one of the most amazing
headdresses of the ages.

A covering was worn over the front part of the head.
This was made of a rich fabric and decorated with jewels,
In the back of the head a mass of halr bulged balloon-
like, stiffened with waxes and oils.

In France the resulis of curl papers assumed many

shapes. Among the most attractive and picturesque was

the headdress of the days of Mme. de Grignon. Then the
curl paper was much in evidence. A lady's head simply
rippled with curls—small curls, dainty curls, a perfect

cascade of curls.

Then, too, a lady's hair might be gathered at the sides
of the head, just above the ears, and arranged in a bunch
of curls to dangie on both sides of the face.

We come to the time of Marie Antoinette. Is it an era
when hairdressing had become the most difficult of arts.
Alas for the lady with short hgir or thin hair; For in
those days a lady's tresses were arranged to rise from the
head with an immense swelling effect.

The tresses were curled in the back, little curls nestled
about the neck, and at the apex of the head was a tuft
of feathers. Pompadours about this time became mag-
nified; they swelled to amazing proportions. Hats were
tiited "plquantly on the side of the lady's head—it was im-
possible to wear them on top.

Ladies of high position devised many original schemes
of pompadours; the dome of golden or powdered iresses
was often woven with flowers. The styles were bizarre
but pretty.

But fashions change, and within a few hundred years
the ladies had taken down the great pompadours and
wore the hair with almost Grecian simpiicily.

In the early part of the nineteenth century most fash-
fonable women wore the hair parted in the middie. The
cur]l paper was used for the tresses, and the hair was so
curled that it fluffed from the side of the head beneath the
pressure of a coronet.

Of course, it is a question as to what age deserves the
credit for the most artistic headdress. One cannot but
admire the softness and unaffected grace of the Greclan
coiffure. But when one compares the fashions—from
Greece to Louis XVIII—one cannot doubt the women of
to-day take the palm. This is the age of the curl paper,
{ modernized, evolved to a science.




