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A Voice from Out the Past.

Now that the Willlam Howard Taft
boom appears almost, if not quite, to
have squelched all other Republican
booms into zero-like proportions, it is
interesting to study this genial gentle-
man—perhaps our next President—from
an entirely human point of view, and
subject to our minds’ solemin contem-
plution such incidents and matters along
his former life's pathway as may have
bearing on the supreme future greatness
mayhap in store for tha Ohloan.

It is pleasant to learn, for instance,
that the big Secretary wasg a promising
personality from the very start; and to
this the Ladies’ Monitor bears abundant
witness in the following words:

“A sweeter baby never lived than Secretary Taft
when he was little, and every woman who remem-
bers his early vears watches his race for the Presi-
dency with admiring interest. Although not a pretty
baby, Willie was exceedingly bright. At three
months he could pall his nurse, at five he played
with a box of tin soldiers, at seven he addressed his
father as “deda,” and at nine be posed for his photo-
graph without moving a muscle. Being a very laige
child. he did vot walk until fourteen months old,
and his famiiy suffered great anxiety as to his per-
fectness, But when, at the age of & year and three
months, he deliberately weaned himself from his
bottie, his elders felt more than reassured that in
Willie they possessed a baby with a future.”

Thai Mr. Taft has more than justified
the predictions of hiz admiring parents
and concurring neighbors ané friends is
not to be denied. He must have been,
as this narrator says, not only bright and
promising mentally, but of an unusually
sunshiny disposition as well. We feel
quite sure he was born smiling, and with
the smile that won't come off, too. That
smile is one of his greatest present-day
assets, and search fails to reveal any one

who ever knew him when it was not his

most distinguishing characteristic. That
he was “not a pretty baby” is quite be-
side the question. He hasn't outgrown |

that, either; but as he isn't a candidate

for a blue ribbon at & beauty show, it
dossn’t matter much. Besides, when he
shall have donned his nomination ati

Chicago, a glane
the moment but one official entry against
him—Hon. Thomas E. Watson;
gertleman certainly has
physical loveliness, and

and that

no corner on
is not knit to-
gether after g fashion caleulated exactly
0 turn green with whose
ambitions fill them with desire to shine
with splendor among the Apollos of this
earth,

So,

envy those

after ail, one
the lute is not a rift at all. The extremely
juvenile days of Mr. Taft were all that
his most ardent friend could have wished.
It might have helped some could he have
arranged to be born in a log cabin: but
we will not be captious on that point, if
others will not. On the whole, we think
the showing made in the Ladies’ Monitor
quite sufficient as a campaign
ag¢ “Exhiblt A, it 1flls the
well, indeed.

the seeming rift in

starter;
bill wvery

Don’t worry; it isn't going to be neces-
sary for either convention to offer trad-
ing stamps with the Vice Presidential
nomination!

What the Governors Accomplished.

The value of the conference of gover-
nors will be found to consist in the agita-
tion of a good cause, in the impetus given
the movement for the conservation of nat-
ural resources, rather than in organiza-
tion. Even the so-called “House of Gov-
ernors”’ would have no power, for its
functions would be merely advisory and

consultative, and its usefulness would de-

pend on the point of view from which its
members regarded governmental ques-
tions, whether from the national or the
particularistic. If any considerable num-
ber of States should agree to embark on
the particularistic policy that has out-
cropped in a few of them—if they should
Inhibit the free movement of commerce,
or hamper the flow of capital and enter-
prise, if they should endeavor to protect
or aggrandize themselves at the expense
of other States—such action would be
highly injurious to the nation and would
raise serious Federal problems. It should
be said, however, that there was very lit-
tile of the particularistic spirit at the
White House conference, and the dele-
gates appeared to be infused with the
jdeal expressed in the resolutions that
the independent States are in fact inter-
dependent, “bound together by ties of
mutual benefits, responsibilities, and du-
ties.” Gubernatorial conferences infused
with this spirit ought to be productive of
good and contributory to the selidarity
of the nation.

As a promoter of the conservation policy
the conference has proved a notable sue-
cess. It concentrated the attention of the
country in & mort effective way on the
discussion, and ¢ veloped an influential
body of opinion fa,orable to certain defi-
nite purposes. These purposes must be
worked out In both Federal and State leg-
islation, but legislation must have behind
it public sentiment, and to the education
©of that sentiment the conference undoybt-
edly will powerfully contribute. To the
governors belongs the initiative in rec-
ommending legislation to their several
legislatures—a duty which the resolutions
‘as well as the expressions of individuals
indicate will be performed at the proper
time. Gov. Blanchard hag led the way
by asking that the Louisiana legisiature,
now In session, take up the guestion of
forestry, and in his message named nine
other States that had adopted legislation
to encourage arboriculture, This is one of
the most promising ficlds of State activity

- In the conservation of naturai rescurces,

and one in which they will have the

- hearty co-operation of the Federal Forest
“ Bervice. Several other features of the
* conservation programrue, &4s developed in

*he resoluticns, likewise supply oppor-

around will show for |

tunity for feasible and valuable State leg-
islation not at all in confiict with national
poiicy.

The conference having given its stamp
of approval to a comprehensive develop-
ment of our waterways, it is incumbent
on Congress to legalize the Inland Water-
ways Commission, which g engaged in
working out a projeet for national im-
provement. The bill for this purpose
should be passed before Congréss an-
journs.

“So far as the Speaker is toncerned, in
the five years he has occupied that posi-
tion I am sur. he never spent five min-
utes trying to influence any vote on any
subject,” says Congressman Scott. Why
should he, when a curt order brings the
desired result?

The_ Legal Definition of a Drink.

The War Department, which has to do
with the administration of post ex-
changes at army posts, is in great need
of a decislon from the Federal courts
which shall determine with sclentific
exactness the characteristics of a bev-
erage to entitle it to be regarded as an
intoxicant. At present the department
suthoritles are greatly perplexed over
that question which has to do with the
dispensation of drinks in the soldiers’
clubs, which, In the days of its less re-
stricted form, was known as the can-
teen. It has never beern determined by
the courts just how much aleohol may
be contained in a drink without convert-
ing that beverage into an intoxicant, and
80 placing it within the prohibited class.

“Soft drinks” may be freely sold and
as freely imblbed at these post ex-
changes, but nothing of an intoxicating
character may be carried in the stock
of the post exchanges. It has been de-
cided that a safe rule for the guidance
of the army officers who are in charge of
any particular post exchange would be
to follow the practice of the prohibition
States. At Fort Williams, Me., for in-
stance, the post exchange may very prop-
erly offer for sale to the enlisted men
cof that place such drinks as are sold in
the public resorts of the State. A bev-
erage which is ruled out under the State
laws of Maine could not be considered
as a proper article to offer for sale in
an "army post exchange located within
the precincts of that Commonwealth,

This question comes up periodically, to
the embarrassment of the War Depart-
ment officials who must render opinions
or issue instructiong for the guidance of
subordinate officers, and they are now
able to give enly the most general sug-
gestions aleng the lines which we have
| described. It would seem to be advan-
| tageous to determine by means of a test
| case, if no other method were avatlabie,
| 28 to which of the numercus tonics and
| extracts are over the line of prohibition.

i It was not long ago that the War De-
| partment, acting upon advices received
l
I

from the Department of Agricuiture,
ruled out of the post exchanges a bev-
erage which is extensively advertised and
is usually sold at the soda-water foun-
?mins everywhere,
this drink, while not inebriating, was of
a stimulating effect quite
health, Later this decision was reversed,
and presumably the beverage against
which the army surgeons had declared is
restored to the list of allowable drinks.
It is, altogether, a very nice gquestion
which may not be easily settled upon
(nmmly lega! grounds, as to the class of

| beverages which may be sold at the post |

exchanges or wherever eise the principle
of total abstinence is applied. A drink
| to be at all satisfactory must have some
{effect, and it is a grave problem to de-
ftcrmine to just what extent this effect
[ may be safely permitted with the full
protection to health and morality,
this time next year, President
may be =zaying to Distinguished
| Citizen Roosevelt, “Well, sir, and what
{do you think of my collection of gov-
ernors?”’

And
L Bryan

Government Misbranding.

Every householder is prow familiar with
the words “Guaranteed under the food
and drugs act”’ on medicine bottles and
on cans and jars containing the scores
of different food products which may
bought from any grocer. Unfortun:
these words do not mean all that they
are commonly supposed to signify. Dur-
ing the past week Dr. Frederick L. Dun-
lap, one of the government chemista hav-
ing to do with the enforcement of the
pure food law, has been teiiing Boston
grocers what the supposed government
guarantee really means. He said:

“Do not be misled into thinking that the legend
‘Guaranteed under the food and drugs act,
number ——," means that the produets bearing sach
legend are necessarily pure, unadulterated; and
properly branded. All that this means is that a
general guaranty has been flled with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, which acts merely in the
capacity of custodian, and has, to facilitate business,
issued a serial wumber to identify the general
guaranty. It means, further, that if the goods to
'\thich the jegend and serial number are attached
are found to viclate the law in any way, and pro-
vided the serial number is the property of the per-
son from whom the goods are purchased, the one
who has established the general guaranty will as-
sume all responsibilities for the penalti's which
weuld in due course fall to the person in whose
hands the aduiterated and misbranded products are
found.”

Naturally enough, as Dr. Dunlap re-
marked, the guarantes has been used to
mislead people into the belief that the
government guarantees the product to be
pure. Probabily ninety-nine persons out of
& hundred do so believe. Certainly the
form of words used {s such as to convey
the impression that the government has
examined a sample of the product and
suarantees it to be wholesome and free
from any deleterious matter, or in the
case of drugs and medicines, ts be up
to a recognized standard of purity. It
will be news to most people that the
government guarantee on food products
is simply a manufacturers’ assumption of
responsibility for violation of the pure
food law, and that it carries with it no
assurance that the products are fit for
human use. Yet it merely means that if
the product is found to be adulterated or
impure the government will be able to
identify &nd lay hands on some responsi-
bia person or corporation.

“It is to be wished,” sald Dr. Dunlap
to the Boston grocers, “thsdt the general
consuming public knew better the exact
significance of the serial number and
iegend,” and he hoped the truth would
become generally known through grocers
and salesmen. But has the government
no responsibility in this regard? Manu-
facturers and retailers have no motive
for spreading the information that goods
supposed to be guaranteed pure and
wholesome by the government are not in
fact so guaranteed. The deception, which
has its origin in the ambiguous wording
of the legend, is more than likely to be
encouraged, or at least permitted to ob-
tain among theé consuming public. This
deception the government could easily
stop by requiring that the legend read
simply “Manufacturers’ guaranty,” or
that the labels state specifically what
the manufacturers do guarantee. Surely
the government sheuld not require the
labeling of food products with a state-
ment misleading on its face., or at any

-

serial

rate capable of a misleading interpreta-
tion—a label which has in fact misled
practically everybody except the MM

Otherwise Inoffensive women who logk
as if they might be Mrs. Belle Gunness'
'steenth cousin fourteen times removed
will do well to avoid the lynx-eyed sleuths
of Byracuse, N, Y, -

A physician says our round shoulders
are caused by the habit of conilnually
reaching into the pockets of cur clothes.
Stlll, we can't see any remedy for it
as long as the cost of living continues
its upward flight.

“It is not always May.” We merely call
attention to that because we are naturai-
ly inclined to be optimistic.

“Prince Helle refused to plunge at
Monte Carlo,”” says the Baltimore Sun.
This reminds us of Mr. Eugene Field's
little boy, who "jess before Christmas”
was "as good as” he could be!

“The crown prince of Germany has been
reading up on the habits of the American
Indians,” says a contemporary. He will
never understand their full capacity for
annoyance, however, until he comes over
and listens to a gallery full of them under
full swing ahead in some American
theater,

However, the President will probably
have his way in the Stewart case, Ray-
ner shine.

“The Johnzon men think they can beat
Bryan,” says the Topeka Capitai. It isn't
yet the close season for thinks, for all
that.

A New York tinsmith poured hot lead
into his own head. The man was light-
headed, of course, and wanted to over-
come it

“When a man says he does not read
newspaper criticlsms he Is one of tweo
things—elther a fool or a Har. That play
which ‘cuches your own'heart will find a
like response in the hearts of others.
Without high criticism we are crippled.
Art cannot march forward with one lame
leg.,” says Henry Miller, Now, then, if
the critics don't hand Henry a nice one
next time, we should llke to know why?

If, as a scientist says, the water supply
is to be exhausted in fifteen million years,
all Georgia and Alabama have to do 18 to
wait a time in patience, and the ecruel
prohibitionists will be forced to give in
to a certain extent.

The Baltimore American thinks the
weather man Is laboring under the im-
pression that it is a Baptis? and not a
Methodist gathering now holding forth
in the Monumental City.

legislature was opened

The Louisiana
with elght executive messages. When
again casting about for “‘a  Southern

Presidential candidate,” what's the mat-
ter with Blanchard?

Nevertheless, we suppose somebody whe
is always "agin the government” will
want to abuse Congress for transferring
| that statue to the Smithsonian Institute,
jand demand to know, “Ain't it a shame,
a measly shame, to yank G. Washington
out of the rain?”

It was claimed that|

injurious to |

Senator “Bob” Taylor will deliver the
{closing speech of the session for the
Democrats,. We don't know a better se-
(Iect:on for the dellvery of a swan-song.

! This is certainly a dull leap year, girls.
i_—\ Washington town has fixed an annual
llh‘ensp of $1%0 per year on all bachelors,
| but even that isn't likely to help the
| situation much

What's the use, anyhow? Senator “Jeff”
{ Davis has ‘“beat It" out to Arkansas
| again!

“Thaw sald he was
wife's annulment suit,” says a current
news fitem. Evidently, Harry has been
well coached in the matter of playing
perfectly sane.

pleased by his

An Jowa dog =its on the bank and
snaps up unsuspecting fish, as they swim
along In the water. If this dog lived In
Texas, he would most Hlkely play the
role of snapee in that game,

A movement i{s on oot in Kansas to
have the name of the Agricultural Col-
lege at Manhattan changed so ag to
make the word "Agricultural” less e¢on-
spicuous. Bulging prosperity bids fair to
develop an abnormally large streak of
that arigtoeratic feeling in erstwhile plamn
old Kansas.

Iy E
N Brooklyn woman who recéntly cap-

tured a burglar recelved - seventy-two
proposals of matrimony within the fol-
lowing twenty-four houre. This should
serve to depress seriously the burglar
business.

Congrese, Congress,
Congress!

gix dayvs imore of

“One curious thing in connection with
the career of 'Fighting Boh' Evans s
that no New York life Insurance com-
pany has ever offered him $200,000,000 per
vear to become its president,” says the
Chicago Record-Herald. It i{sn't curious
at all. The admiral is not, and never has
been, a member of the Cabiget,

There are some streaks of lean and
some streaks of fat in the *“pork barrel”
just completedq by Congress. For in-
stance, Danville, Ill,, gets $75,000; that's
one of the streaks of fat. By the by,
who is it that }ives in Danville?

“What is the biggest nuisance in New
York?" inquires the New York Mail
Why, the native who thinks everything
a howling wilderness West of Jersey City,
of course. F

That Day.
From Puck.

There was a pink and blue smell, and,
listening, she heard a ccol noise in the
garden, while before her eyes ceme the
delicate perfume of orchids. Daintily she
pulled the petals from a cauliffiower and
fed them to the silken-furred teakettle
which coiled cozily in her lap. The kettle
gave a short yelp of delight, and, looking
up, she beheld the man coming toward
her,

He was lazily puffing at a fragrant
jclele, Then he saw her, and, drawing
near, he gently stroked her fair bent head
with a pick-ax.

“How natural it
breathed.

Taking off her faca, he Jocked at it ten-
derly, and answered:

“Yes. It is the day of tariff revision.”

.

all seems,” she

America's Great Future,
From the Omaha Bee,

The United States has been called
“Nature’s storehouse of wealth,” but
records show that such drains have been
made on the storehouse that an early
future generation will find it empty un-
less prompt plans are adopted for Xeep-
ing it replenished for future needs. It
is estimated that the United States will
have a population of 125,000,000 in 1925
but seveuteen vears away, and at Jeast
200,000,000 by 180. The population in the
future will need all these resources.

All Sides Are Seamy,
From the Roston Transeript.
A Harrisburg (Pa.) newspaper wants a
sultable park around the State capitol,
‘80 that it may be viewed from all sides.™

The investigating committee has already
done that,

They Will Be Found,

From the Pittsburg Dispateh, ;
We violate no confidence in saying that

the Vice Preeidency,

NGTON

A SUNDAY TALK.

For now we see through darkly; but then
uamba:mtm-i;a'n‘;m!hn!m
know even as I also am known.

‘This varse from the Eplstie of St Paul
to wise Corinthians, one of the best-Known
and oft-quoted in the Bible, points us to
the urgent need of faith. *“Mystery on all
sides! And faith the only star in the
darkness and uncertainty,” said Amiel;
and other philosophers have voiced the
same cry, which is but a rephrasing of
the words of St. Paul. For all of us “ses
through a glass darkly,” and of the road

¢ have to travel we are not sure of
even one short step ahead. Even though
we do not acknowledge it to ourselves, it
is only faith that moves us; for if we had
not faith that by our striving and en-
deavor we might get nearer to the much-
to-be-desired goal, who of ug is there
would have courage to stir about his
duties?

Sald Benjamin Franklin:’

My faith leads mé to hope that the divine good-
ness will stiil be exercised toward me, efther by pro-
louging the dwation of wy Lappiness to the ciose
of life, or by giving me fortitnde to support any
melancholy reverse which may happen to me. My
future fortune #8 unknown, but to Him in whose
hand is our destiny, and who can make our very
afitotions subservient to our benefit,

There can be no real happiness In this
world without a measure of falth, for
without faith to what end shall 4 man
strive? Why shal] a man toil and take
paing and labor all hig days, combat sin,
avold temptation, and practice virtue save
for the ultimate reward? And we, secing
“through a glass darkly,” cannot perceive
the goal! It Is alone the eye of faith that
assures us that all worthy effort, all fine
ambition, all honest striving in sincerity
of purpose, leads us at last to the
throne of God. At every epoch there lies,
beyond the domain of what man knows,
the domain of the unknown, which is in
the hands of God, and it is there that
faith dwells. Faith, which has no proofs
to offer; no evidence to adduce; faith
that can only offer ftseif and which ecan
appeal, not to the mind, but to the soul
of man. Falth is certitude without
proofs. It {s the divine light that shines
through the darkened glass of finite
sight.

It will help us all greatly if we have
but faith tp know that in everything we
do, everything we think, everything we
hope for, we are in God's hands; that
we are doing in our humble way the
work that He appointed us to do, and
that it is to Him, the Master, that when
the work is done and the opportunity
has passed we have to account, It wiil
help us if we recail what Robert Brown-
ing wrote—

God amiles a5 Lo has alwars smiled;

Ere sans and meons eould wax and wane,
Ere stars were thundergirth or piled

The heavens, God thought on me bis child;
Ondained a life for me, armayed

Its circumstances, every one

To the minatest; sye, God .'aid'

This bead, this head should rest upon

Thus, ere he fashioned star or sun.

To have faith in such a doctrine is to
feel oneself more than a man; more than
one of a multitude of human beings,
each with a selfish end. It s to know
oneself as an agent of the Most High,
and to be stimuiated by the thought that
It {s not one's own work that a man Is
doing in the world, but God's. To have
faith In this is to be able to say with
Joy in the heart—

I know not where His isjands lift
Thelr fronded palms in sir;

1 only know 1 eannet drift
Beyond His love and care,

DOOM OF BETTING RING.

Wide Range of Agitation Againat |

Race-track Gambling,
From the Atlanta Consti
One of the most curious and impres-
slve symptoms of the wave of moral re-
genération sweeping America is found in
the attack upon all forms of gambling,
confined now to no single part of the
courntry,
The temporarily unsuccessful fight of
Hughes in New York is of recent record.

Of equal or larger sigrnificance is the at- |

tack on race-track gambling in New Or-
leans and Loulsvili showing cui-
rent signe ¢f reaching a crisis.

The race-track interests of New York,
Intrenched with money snd politieal in-
fluence almost as powerful as that
wielded by the gambling element in the
New York Cotton Exchange, have suc-
ceeded for the time being in defeating the
movement for their extermination.

In New Orleans the substantisi
elements «d up in battle array
against the tracks, and it appears prob-
able that the forthcoming Louisiana leg-
islature will be driven to decigsive meas-
ures,

The world-famous tracks abeut Louls-
ville, the very home of the thuoroughbred
and of racing, are at their wits' end to
forestall action aimed at their overthrow.

Thinking citizens need no special guid-
arce to find the reasgons for the national
dimensions of this agitation, The news
story from New Orleans gives the pith of
the cause in all cases.

It is estimated, says that report, that
$100,000 is lost annually in New Orleans
by reason of thefts, defalcations, and
other crimes on the part of clerks and

each

most

are Ui

employes crazed by the lure of the
“ponies."”
It was knowledge of their criminal-

breeding potentlalities that

ruce tracks around St. Louis.
possibilities for mischief in New York
have crystallized sentiment in that State.

Everywhere the betting ring, as a busl-
ness, seems doomed, regardless of
whether it is “legitimate speculation” or
avowed “‘gambling.”

Firve Losses a Disgrace,
From the Philadeiphia Record.

One conflagration destroying four or five
million dollars’ worth of property makes
a great display In the newspapers, and yet
fire losses aggregating that every week
oceur in this country year after year.
Last year the fire losses were not quite
four millions a week, the year round, but
for the past five years the average loss
has been five milllons every week, a
total for five years of a billion and a half
dollars. That owners of property were
partially indemniiied by insurance does
not affect the fact that the couniry as a
whole suffers this enormous and prevent-
able waste, Most of our bullding is a
gamble between the owner and the insur-
ance company. The enormous fire losses
amount to a national disgrace, for other
countries do not experience any such
waste.

did for the

Out of the Car Window,
From the Providence Journal.

Mr. Bryan and Gov. Johnson, travel.
ing on the same train over the Pennsyl-
vania system to the Washington confer-
ence, both expraessed themselves to inter-
viewers as satisfied with the outlook. It
is, indeed, particularly pleasing at this
geason, from the car windows,

FROM A “CHANT OF DARKNESS,”

Onee in regions void of light 1 wandered;

In blank darkncss I stumbled,

And fear led me by the hand;

My feet pressed earthward,

Afraid of pitfalls

By many shapeless terrors of the night affrighted,
To the wakeful day

T beld out beseeching arms.

Then came Love, ‘-u.dnq in her hand

The torch that is the light unto my feet,

And softly spoke Love: “‘Hast thou

Entered into the tressures of darkness?
Hast thou entered into the treasures of the night?
Béarch out thy blindness, It holdeth

Riches past computing.”

The words of Love sot my spirit afiame.
My eager fingers searched out the mysteries,
The spirndors, the inmost sacredness, of things,

And
With spiriteal sense the fullness of life;

e
3?
gi
i

candidates will be found somewhers ‘”J
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CAPITOL GOSSIP,

It was some time before Speaker Can-
non gave permission to the Delegates
from the Philippines to occupy seats on
the floor of the House. After much argu-
ment and persuagion
by Secretary Tafs
and others, the right
was accorded them.
One of the dele-
gates is Pablo Ocam-
po de Leon, of Ma-
nila. He studied in
St. Thomas' Uni-
versity, from which
he graduated in 1882,
since which time he
has practiced law,
During the Spanish
occupancy of the
islands, he was sec-
retary of the royal
court of Manila,
prosecuting attorney
of the district: of
Tondo, and secretary of the bar associa-
tion of Manila.

In the Filipino government at Malolos,
he was a representative of the provinces
of Principe, Infanta, Lepanto, dnd Bon-
toc, and was secretary of the Filipine
Parliament.

Shortly after the outbreak of hostilities
between the Americans and Filipinoa he
was appointed by the government of the
Filipino republic its representative in
Manila. He was known to the Ameri-
cans ag an “irreconcilable,” and deported
to Guam, where ‘he remained two years.
He was pardoned and returned to Manila,
after taking the oath of alleglance to the
American government.

During tne revelution, snd after the
Maloles' cause became hopeless, a meet-
ings was called by those who were willing
to submit to the American government
At this mecting Ocampo de Leon was the
only one who stood firmly against giving
up the struggle. The position of resident
commissioner in the United States is the
first office he has ever held under the
American government.

He was editor of La Patria, a publica-
tion that was suspended by order of
Gen. Otis. Mr. d¢ Leon is also counsel
to the economic association of the Phil-
ippines.

. s 4 s

Any one who has ever seen any other
legislative body, especially in any ~oun-
try like untc England, or any one who
has ever read bBryce's great book on
America, or perhaps a number of other
people who have done neither, are at
times startied by the disorder that reigns
supreme in the American fHouse of Rep-
resentatives.

At any time except when any one of
perhaps five men i8 speaking, there is
noise.
a few men conversing, poss bly there are
a dozen or twenty, but most of the time
there are from 160 to 391, all but cne talk-
ing in half-tones. The cne has the floor.

It isn't often that there {8 such a
scene as might have been witnessed, or
| rather such an outbreak as might have
been overheard—with ease—as one which
came upon the boards in the House yes-
terday afternoon.

Chairman Fowler,
Currency

of the Banking and
Committee, the sworn foe of
the Vreeland bill, had arisen to make a
ten-mipute talk on & motion to confer
with the Senate on that bill, as amended

In a minute or two the center aisle,
which Mr. Fowler partly faced, became
choked for ten feet or more with mem-
bers anxious to hear the zlow roasting
of the Vresland bill or whatever else
might be coming

Some one on the minority side,
ing disgusted, ejected In an exceedingly
cross tone, “Down in front.”

Just like a show, the American House
of Representatives is at times.

L I

becom-

The larger !

Already movements at the Capitol indi-
‘vnw the approach of get-away day. Clerks
are straightening up things, filing away
papers, clearing up correspondence, and
the anxlous look that has been on their
faces for time disappeared.
Work will soon be over; the powers that
be have decreed that Congress must ad-
journ not later than Saturday, May 23, a
most appropriate day.

some has

important legislation theéy intend to pass
(except the currency biil), the Presicent
to the contrary notwithstanding. The ap-
propriation bille that remain either in
conference or in committee will be rushed
through. The statesmen are now in that
going-home mood, and will not do much
talking about anything that comes up be-
fore either the Senate or the House. They
are like a lot of schoolbovs, anticipating
the last day of schocl; their steps are
more elastic, their looks more pleasant,
and their greetings much more cheerful,
The grind will goon be over, but—then the
campaign,
L I

Speaker Cannon got word Friday that
he had come In for a severe rating at
the hands of some of the governore who
were attending the White House confer-
ence, They accused him of holding up
the White Mountain Appalachian forest
reserve bill, and appointed a committea

and beard the old lion in his den. What
 they would do to him when they met him
face to face would be a-plenty, according
to the report brought to the Speaker.

“When they comge, show them in,"” were
Unele Joe's directions, and he smiled
grimly when he said it.

Not long after that a tali,
gentleman, wearing a frock coat and a
slouch hat, put his head through the
doorway of the Spesker's reception room
and looked around anxiously.

“Have any governors been here?’ he
asked Private Secretary Busbcy, with a
note of timidity in his voice.

“Neo, sir,”” said Busbey,

“Are you expecting any?"

“Not exactly,” sald Busbey, “but we
heard that some might come.”

“I'd like to stop here awhile,” suggested
the tall, handsome gentlsman. “I'm sort
of waiting around for some friends.”

Shortly thereafter arother gentleman
in a frock coat and a slouch hat put his
head through the reception room door-
way and inquired in faltering tones if
Speaker Cannon had his office there.

“Hello, governor,"” called the first comer,
before Bushey could answer.

“Why, hello, governor,’ was the re-
sponse. Then they shook hands like long-
lost brothers.

“Are you a governor?’ asked Busbey.

“Why, yes,” admitted the firsgy arrival,
rather reluctantly, with one eye flxed
watchfully on the door of the Speaker's
Frivate office. “I'm Glenn, of North Carc-
ina.”

“Are you a governor?’ Busbey inquired
of the other.

“Yes; .I'm Noel, of Mississippi,”” was
the response,

“Do you wish to see tle Speaker?"
asked Busbey. “‘He’s on the ficor of the
House, but [ can get him in a moment.”

Both governors arcse hastily.

“Woauldn't trouble him for worlds,™
sald one. ‘““Must be going,’ sald the other.
Then they shook hands with the astun-
ished Busbey and started for the door.

“8ir,”" said the governor of North Caso-
lina, as he was about to step inte the
corridor, “if you see any other governor
looking for us, - tell them we couldn’t
wait,”

“But the Speaker will be disappointed
not to have seen you,” suggested Busbey.

“No, thank you,” responded the gover-
nor of North Carollna. “If you think
we two aré going to see the Speaker
alone, after what we said about him up
at the White House, you're mistaken.”

The six governors who compesed the
remainder of the committee haven't show-

handsome

ed up at the Speaker's office yet,

Poseibly it's oniy the murmur of |

4
Both bodies have passed about all the

of eight governors to go to the Cnpiml‘

A LITTLE NONSENSE.

NO MORE CONSERVATORIES,

In old-time novels of the heart

Conservatories played their part,
As well you know,

"T'was there the hero said his love

And told his troubles to the dove

In accents low.

But novelists, -ere very long,

Wiil find their troubles coming strong—
No doubt of that

How will an author novels pen

When every one within his ken
Lives in a flat?

Unusual Susan,
“Sue Brette says—""
“That she's going to star next season?"’
“That she has her doubts about getting
back her ¢id jobin the chorus.”

Burlesque Implements,
“He gays the duel was a burlesque.”
“"What does he mean by that?”’
“I dunno., Maybe, Instead of swords,
they used slapsticks.'"”’

A Friendly Inguiry,

“When will the ehsequies be?"”

“Obsequies of what?”
“0Of your business.
stopped advertising.”

I notice you've

The Tardy Suitor,
May often weds December's snows,
8o reason 1,
Because July
Fails to propose.

The Wherefore,
“He refuses to join the actors’ ciub.”
“But why?”
“Such action would constltute tacit ad-
mission that there are other actors.”

A Suburban Scheme,
“Whoe got up those hanging gardens of
Babylon?"
“Some king.”
“For what purpose?’
“1 judge he wanted to outwit the neigh-
vors’ chickens.”

On the Rialto,

“Yes,” remarked Hamilet Fatt, “I may
say I have inherited the mantle of Kem-
ble.”

“That setties the clothes guestion,” re-
sponded Yorick Hamm. “Now with a

good free lunch rcute, you'll be fixed for
the summer.”

NOTHING SERIOUS.

From the Philadelphia Press,
Not His Specialty,

“I suppose in your varied theatrical
experience,” said the matinee girl, “you
have seen life in all the big eities. What
is your favorite haunt?”
| "Well, really,” replied the actor, “you
I see, ‘haunts’ are not my speefalty, al-

{though once I did play the ghost in
‘Hamlet." "

Warning.

“Jimmy,” sald Tommy, “what's the
matter with you? You don't never go in
for any fun nowadays.”

“No, I'm bein’' good because I'm goin®
to have a birthday soon an’ 1 want to
git a present,” replied Jimmy.

I "Better not be too good or mebbe
they won't give yer nothin’ but a Bible.”

Deeper Yet,
Tommy—I suppose he's deep In love's
| voung dream.
{ Browne—No, he's past that stage. He's
| troubled with insomnia now.
|

His Speeiaity.

"Bragley tells me he's doing wonderful
work for his -present employer. I didn’t
know he was particularly strong in busi-
ness.”

“He isn't. He's merely particularly
strong In talking about business.”

Necessary Properties,

Miss Romany—It's funny that all these
iove stories open in the early sume
mer.

Mr. Crabbie—Oh  that's natural. How,
else, could the heroine be discovered
standing among the roses “none o
which are fair as she?”

Rest at Last,
“It is only too irue,” remarked the

man whe was fond of morslizing, “that
we do not appreciate our blessings un-
til they take their flight.”

“Of course,” replied Popley, “they keep
up such a racket during the day that we
enjoy them most when the nurse has
tucked them in their little beds.”

A GAMBLER'S CAREER.
Good and Bad Traits of Wickedest
Man in New York,

From the Broockiyn Standard-Ur.a.

Perhaps the greatest ganibler that this
countrv has ever produced passed away
| when Theodore Allen died. Certainly no
| man now living has spent the time at the
{ business that he did or attained the no-
{ toriety that resulted from incessant clash-
| ing with the authorities, whom he fought
with dogged persistence and remarkable
success. Allen continued to run the pool-
rooms despite repeated efforts of the po-
lice, whom he is said to have steadily re-
fused to bribe. There migiht be some truth
in this statement, but wvery likely he
bought immunity at times the same as
other gamblers have done.

While the “'poolroom king'' earned the
distinction of being the “wickedest man
in New York,” he had some virtues of
heart and mind that shone brightly and
which endeared him to a great many peo-
ple. He was far from being entirely sor-
did or callous, and a warm and generous
heart beat in his breast, notwithstanding
the fact that his calling was caiculated to
make him Indifferent to the wants and
sufferings of others. He gave his money
freely to the poor, and to his everlasting
credit it can be said that he paid the fu-
neral expenses of some 400 penniless peo-
ple. In addition to this he adopted five
children and aided his wife, who was a
very religious woman, and a practical
Christian worker,

The son of a Methodist minister, Alien
started out right, but struck the wrong
path, from which he never branched off.
His leading characteristic was determina-
tion, and once having arrived at the con-
clusion that the world was against him
becazuse of his gambling habita, he de-
cided he would fight it alone rather than
retreat, a virtue which, put to a better
use, would have made him a man ad-
mired and respected. Strangely inconsist-
ent with his whole career, “The’ made
two campaign congibutions, one to elect
Abraham Lincoln and the other to help
Jerome along to victory. The Jerome con-
tribution was made a couple of years ago,
about which time Allen gave up gambiing;
otherwise it could not have been under-
stood. By reason of his business of sell-
ing pools on horse-racing the deceased
was an enemy of the Percy-Gray law,
conténding that it was unjust to permit
gambling at the tracks and make it a
felony elsewhere.

Returning Confidence,
From the Indianapolis News
Another evidence of the return of con-
fidence is shown by the way the rubber
trees are once more venturing to stay out
all night on the front porch.

An Artful Dedger,
From the Philadelphia Press.
Many things are coming Speaker Can-

non's way, but be feels It necessary to
dodge most of them.
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AT THE HOTELS.

“Tirings are improving rapidly in the
Boutawest,” said Mr, J. B. Kremer, at
the Arlington Hotel, last night.

“In my home eity, Louisviile, Ky, I
believe all trace of the recent flurry in
money circles has passed. Of course,
there is stil] a little tightness, but it is
so slight as to be hardly noticeable.
“Louisville s coming toe the front
rapidly, To-day it is one of the most
thriving cities on the Okio Fiver. For
the past two years there hag been a big
boom in the building line. Even during
the worst stages of the financial flurry
there wag but little cessation,

“There are a number of men idle, as
there is in every large city. But busi-
ness is firm and showing steady advance-
ment. One thing which I think is 2 good
criterion of the stability of conditions
there iz the fact that the realty prices
hold firm and there are few transactions
in large mortgages.

“The population of the entire State of
Kentucky is steadily increasing. Take
it all and all, the Bluegrass s2ction {s in a
most heaithy condition In every sense.”

“London is not the slow-pokey place
you Americans imagine,” said Mr. M. E.
Giles, of London, England, at the New
Willard last night:

“We are rapidly adopting the so-called
American ways over there, As a result,
there Is a briskness and expediency about
business now that was unknown twenty
years ago.

“This is in large measure due, 1 be-
lieve, to the introduction of American
ways in the emporfums of American com-
panfes who have branches there.

“One of London's systems, which is
rapidly stdmped out in many of the
stores, is the ‘boarding in' of the em-
ployes. That means that the employes
have rooms and eat their meals in the
building in which they work or in one
close to it conducted by the proprietors
of the store. This has long been in dis-
favor with the London people in general

“When the Ameriean branches, none of
whom, so6 far as I know, follew that sys-
tem, began paying their clerks big sali-
ries and giving them perfect freedom as

to where they desired to eat or sleep, and
as to their conduct after working hours,
the discontent became wid spread. Many

stores are dispensing with it and allowing
their clerks to provide their own board
and lodging.

“There are, of course, a number of
places in London that are run to-« 3
they were a hundred years ago and will
be run the same a hundred vears hence.
That is what you would call old fogy-
ism, but in many instances it is genti-
ment. These businesses have heen passed
down from father to son for generations.
The methods that first prevatled will pre-
vail just so long as the concern is making
money.

“Then again there are
who prefer the old style. For example, a
solicitor who installed a steno;
and a typewriter in his office was star-
tled, after he had sent gut the first bunch
of letters under the new system, t«
ceive letters from half a dezen ¢
informing him, if he wanted to

many Londoners

yerapher

thelr businezs in future, plase w:ite
them personally, as they did not want
every one to know their private In
ness. 8o the typewriter had to go

“But in the main we are progressing.’

“Politics is the entire subject of con
versation in the West just now,” said H.
E, Page,’of St. Louis, at the Ebbi
night. “Of couise, favorite
have been discussed, but the general
preéssion out my way is that Bryan and
Taft will be the nominees of their
spective parties,

“The talk of a third term for Roose-
velt ig little heard in the West. In faet,
{ is hardly discussed at alll® Those who
do talk it are certain he will abide by
his decision not to accept it, and that
another will lead the Republican party
next November,

“Of course, opinion is
I believe, if Taft is the
Bryan will have the best chance
tion he has ever had. I
will beat any man ,n
party—-save Rooseveltl.”

all the

re-

largely divided.
that
if elec-
believe Bryan
Republican

nom

the

“Roosevelt will be nominated,”
Frederick O. Perkins, of Boston, at the
Raleigh last night. Mr. Perkins is &
banker of the Hub, and is here on busi-
ness.

“Although Roeseveit,” contim
Perkins, ““has hit the financi
pretty strong, there is no
Republican party who denies he is not
the best-fitted man for the cffice.

“He is honest, he is independent, and
he ie patriotic and thinks he is doing his
best for the weifare of his country.
Furihermore, he can defeat any Demo-
crat, which cannot be said of any other
candidate whom the Republicans may
nominate.”

led Mr.

il interests

man in the

Wiliiam Volkhardt, of New York, who
has been in attendance as a member at
the Waterworks Association convention,
said yesterday, at the Arlington, that
munieipalities, as such, should take more
interest in the aims and work of the asso-
ciation, as the latter was performing a
service for public weifare,

“It is the constant aim of the assocla-
tion to improve the water service, to
serve purer water, and in every way to
bring the water service to a standard
of highesy efficiency. The public is ben-
efited by our work, We meet every vear
and read papers relating to the water
service and its improvement.

“A poor and careless water supply will
always tell on the health of any com-
munity. The fact that our association
is using every effort to improve the
water and its service, and thereby benefit
the publiec, is a strong reason why munic-

ipalities should assist our aims in a
more tangibie manner than has been done
heretofore.

“It is true that there are some munic-
ipal water works superintendents enrolied
on our membership reolls. But there are
many more who are not members, and
who thereby neglect their duty so far
as it relates to the protection of public
health.”

“The farmers throughout Indians are
having a pretiy hard time of it just now,”
gaid Mr, J. O. Briggs, of Indianapolis,
Ind., at the Shoreham last night, " *“The
cold weather and the heavy rains have
made it impossible for them to attempt
any planting.

“From what I can learn, there is not a
section of the entire State in which ground
has been broken for planting so far. If
this weather continues for any length of
time the entire country will be in bad
shape.

“Rainfall and unprecedented cold has
been general. The rivers in Indiana are
aleo swollen, and many of them are cut
of their banks. I don’: believe the dam-
age has been of any great extent so far.”

“There is nothing to it but Johnson
out our way,” gaid W. G. Bennett, of St
Paul, Minn., last night. Mr. Bennett was
en route from Boston to his home, and
took a stop-over, dining at the Raleigh.

“Johnson has made a good governor.
The people lke him. He will have the
solld support of the State. I believe, as
well as a good many others in St. Paul,
that If nominated he will be elected.

“Of course, we don't forget Mr. Bryan,
but we are for Johnson first.

“General conditions are brightening up
wonderfully out there, and we are en-
joying a most heaithy busines The
weather has delayed the crops some, but

when the farmers get started they will
make tmings hum.”
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