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Settle the Ges Problems Right!

Gas legisiation is imperatively neces-
BATY.

It is rendered so by the government's
warning the Agricultural De-
partment scientists that the ililuminant
furnished the citizens of Washing-

through

now
ton is a deadly peolsonous product that
constantly imperils life and heaith,

But imperative as the duty of Congress
has become in this respect, it should not
be used as a pretext to raliroad through
the House and Senate ill-considered gen-

eral gas legisiation affecting the rela-
tions of a utility corporation toward the
public for all time to come

On its face this general measure as pre- |
and |
to be |

gented to the House by Mr. Sims,
which. in the main, is understood

the counterpart of the bill shortiy to be

introduced in the Senate, seems reason-
ably fair—an apparently equitable ad-|
justment. Certainly the measure 3]

righteous to the extent that it reduces
the price of gas and limits to 10 per cent

The
rates and

ide It may contain.

arrangement as to dividends

for the future, based upon the London

and Boston schemes of operation, also
appears commendabie.

But lst it not be understood that this
measure is altogether philan-
wholly in the interest of the
If the gaslight companie®
furnmish safe and cheaper
they should been

to do long ago—they will, on

general
thropic. or
public welfare.
be required to
gas—something have
compeiled
part, if
Congressional

theip

the measure

consent to in-

law, gain
crease thelr capitalization, which is the
thing th have struggled for all these
years, and which our lawmakers. in spite
ot passive indifference as to other phases
of the gas situation, have stubbornly and
resisted. Perhaps the pro-
posed increase in their capitalization is
warranted by and wil

tend

Av

successfully
the conditions,
interest
putting the companles on a stable and
hetter basis. Argument is not lacking to

10 conserve the public in

support that view. It is quite conceivable

that such an adjustment

wise, preconceived and long cultivated
opinion
the contrary notwithstanding.

But legislation Involving so important
a problem should not be precipitately en-
It

which

acted into law. demands, not more

expert testimony, only
confuse and deiay, but careful considera-
tion in committee and the mature thought

of our wisest constructive legisiators.

There i more luan a day's work in it
all.
Congress iz not called upon to enter|

into & compromise. It

gas companies to say: Let us increase our !
capital, and we will lower the gas rate!

and quit the business of turning out a
deadiy product that endangers the public
welfare. Rather it would be more In
order for Congress to say: Furnish safe

gas at a reasonable rate—then the matter |
of capitalization will be justly dealt with. |
There should be acticn at this session, |

and that action should be
bear the test -of time,
voived should be settled right. And
settie them right there must be net only
accurate knowledge of the generzl
of the measure, but of

detalls.

such as wi

o

an
provisions

minuiest

Do not be too hasty in your condemna-
tion of that proposed “ground hog feast”
for Mr. Taft's benefit down in Alabama.

Those folks may mean buckwheat-cakes

and country sausage!
Why Not a Parade of Legislators?
The Phniladelphia Ledger protests|

agamst the appropriation of a beggarly
$4 000 by the Penncvivania legislature for
the purpose of bringing that famous body
1o Washington to take part in the inau-
gural parade. Notwithstanding the amount
to be taken from the State treasury was
placed at a ridicuously low figure so that

none of it would be wasted on champagne ;
and other high jinks, but would be used |

for strictly legitimate purposes, our con-
temporary thinks its employment to bring
the legislators of the Keystone State to
Washington would be a waste of public
funds.

In this matter we are reluctantly com-
pelled to disagree with our hiladelphia
friend, not on grounds of economy, but
on grounds of public utility. We are
not sure whether it has ever before oc-
~urred to members of the inaugural com-
mirtee. but the idea of having the State
legislatures on parade appears a mighty
good one

But we should not conilne all the jov
to Pennsy's soidns. Who would not sit
half a day on the soft side of a plank
to see mighty governing body of
grand old Nevada swinging along the
Avenue? Or the California sclons who are
=0 anxious to fight the Japs? Or the
crowd that dees the lofty thi for
the State of Oklakoma? It would not cost
much. either, to entertain a prohibition
Jegisiature or two, In high hats and bjack
gowns. Nor should we overlook the fel-
lows out in Ohjo that Boss Cox carries
-about f" his pocket, or the chaps that

s

the

—— -

dream they are doing up Gov. Hughes. A
picturesque and enlightening exhibition,
surely, that would be worth & million dol-
jars, te say nothing of $4000. How T. R..
would rejoice to meet soma of them face
to face, the Pacific Coast brand preferred;
end all of us would be edified by
& close inspection. Is it too late to or-
ganize a legislative division of the inau-
gura! parade, reserving a post of honor
for a company of “hosses’” recruited from
the States of the Union?

e o W < b

A picture of Grover Cleveland is to
gppear on a new series of $16 gold certifi-
cates. We do not suppose there is a six-
teen-to-one man left in the country, how-
ever, who would shy at one of them be-
causé of that.

Senator Lodge’s Favorite Bugsboo

Senator Lodge’'s eulogy of the late Will-
iam B. Allison wss marked by some
charsacteristic observations on present ten-
dencies toward the popular election of
United States Senators. Mr. Lodge, as is
well known, is a strong adherent of the
legislative system of election, and to that
svstem he attributed Iowa's good fortune
in being represented in the Senate for
thirty-six years by a statesman of Alli-
son’s caliber. In sending Mr. Allison to
the Senate for six terms, the legislature,
isaid Mr. Lodge, truly represented the will
of the people. It would be a sorry day
when the country suffered the loss of
such continuity of service, such directing |
and guiding force, as was galned by Mr.
Allison's long public career,
careers as his which has made the Sen-
ate what it has been in our history,™ Mr.
Lodge continued. “and if, under the pre-
tense of making it more popular, we are
subjected to schemes which open the

|

“Tt is such

sliding scale |

becomes a|

would prove |

|
adverse to watering of stock to|

serves 1o |

is not for the|

door wide io those who would commit
{ fraud, spend
imoney without stint, we shall not only
jsee the popular will distorted, travestied, |
{and defeated, but the country will be de-
?prived of the long-continued services of
| such Mr.

been and are of Inmestimable value to the

|
! to those

and who would

..... as Aillison, which have

United States ™
If the present members of the Senate

tort it to the use of so-called comic val-
entines was well in line with, if not so
reprehensible ag, the distortion of Christ-
mas from its ancient sublime and beau-
ufulimpontoaumetm‘t-
bauchery, and misconduct, as it has
been in many parts of the country.

The disappearance of the comic vaien-
tine is another good riddance to bad rub-
bish. -

The Beaumont (Tex.) Enterprise recent-
1y carried an editorial headed “The Low-
iy Hen.” With eggs at 40 cents a dozen,
it looks to us as if it were about time
to find some other descriptive title for
that fowl

A Virginia gentleman recently vassed
away at the age of 115. We do not blame
a man in the least for living that long
in Virginia if he is able, but we doubt
that this one really did, because it does
not appear that he remembered anything
at all concerning the personality of
George Washington or Thomas Jefferson.

“By the way, while Mr. Taft Is looking
up the canal, what is Poultney Bigelow
doing?’ inquires the Cleveland Leader.
Rehearsing that old familiar Doubting
Thomas role, we suspect.

A number of misgulded but well-mean-
ing contemporaries are advocating the
idea of calling Washington's baseball
team “Bllly "Possums™ next season. W2
pray that this talk may cease. Our base-
ball team has had enough sorrows to
bear in its time!

“Taft will lean on Knox,” says a news-
paper headline. Nevertheless, we opine
that Knox crushed to earth will rise
again.

‘A Pennsylvania man who deserted his
wife and family and eloped with another
woman wag finad § cents,” saye the Bir-
mingham Age-Herald. Evidently the
Jury in the case had an idea the other
woman would supply the necessary pun-
ishment.

“Do you
ended ™

think the day
asks a writer

of kings is
in an English

T!".at! all been elected by popuiar vote, and

| the proposal were to substitute for that |

noyw prevalling, every word of Mr

Lodge’s invective would be as applicable | =i
{ to the legisiative method as to the pnp-,_--i
. i !
the amount of the deadly carbon monox- |

lar method. For what evils Mr. Lodge
foresees in the popular election have ai-
iready been glaringly manifest in the
Aleg:slati'-e election, wherein the popular
{ will has often been travestled, distorted,
| ang defeated. money spent without stint,
|and frand committed. The return of
| Allison to the Senate. term after term,
! was an example of the legislative system
lat its best;
Ehim in the Senate chamber every dayv and
| sees beneficlaries of that

svstem at Iits
What ground has Senator Lodge
for assuming that the peaople of Towa, if
they had had opportunity for voting on
i the Senatorshlp, would have refused to

| worst

|the popular cholce of Senators, now
{ adopted in Towa. will turn out statesmen
{ of distinctly lower quality?

‘4 Turning tc the House of Representa-
{ tives, we find many examples of long and
i uninterrupted public service founded on
ipopnim- confidence in men whko hava to
;gc before the people every two years.
| And in the Senate we may find numerous
{ Mustrations of legisiative fickieness, for
not every Senater of abllity can
{ mand

com-
legislative election

of hig davs.

until the end
| S0 we confess Mr, Lodge's
{ objections to the popular election of Sens-
{ tors—that ft il encourage use of
| money, angd deprive the Senate of the
| continuous service of its best men—do not
vstr{ke us as at gll conclusive, since they
| apply with equal force to the legislative
| mode of election. Towsa's legisiature kept
| Aliison In the Senate because the people
! of Towa wanteq him kept there, and when
| they had a chance to veote for him at the
polls the result was the same. Mr. Alll-
| son’s career gives poor support to Sena-
tor Lodge’s thesis

the

Pity we cannot preserve the peace be-
|tween this country and Japan by sat-
urating California and Nevada in ben-
{ zoate of soda, or something equally as
| bad.

!

Another Good Riddance.

mode of election the legislative system |

Senator Lod bout !
Ry A Chicago man thinks it ought to be

magazine. Well, it seems that way some-
times—when you are drawing for the !
third one, for instance.

“I have been a kicker for twelve
years,” says John Wesley Galnes. The
itime he’s lost in wooing, in watching,
and pursuing the light that lies in Con-
gress’ eyes hasz been his heart's un-
{ doing. i

If Senator Bailey really is a true cham-
pion of the horse, why should he complain
that that noble animal is not to be com-
peiled to pull Mr. Taft about this town?

—_————
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A LITTLE NONSENSE.

AN OPPORTUNITY.
This little pointer shouid bring joy
Unto the trade.
A fortune on a timely toy
Is often made.

Add this, ye jobbers, to your stocks.
Secure your bids

And run a fme of Sanskrit blocks
For Boston kids.

2 No Excuse,

“Why don't fashionable people go to
the circus®

“How can they? They have no children
to take.”

Quite So.

““This here spirit of poesy all depends
on the pusson, 1 judge,” remarked Uncle
Goshall Hemlock.

“How now?”

“A nightingale is only a varmint to
some.”’

Very Adaptable.
“The automobile is a great Institution.”
“For instance?”
“You can sit up in it as you pass a
friend, and crawl under it when 2 creditor

IMPROVIDERT FINANCE.
Goveramental Expenditures Oute]
running the Normal Revenues.

From the Baitimore Sun.

When a prudent man of business finds
that Lis income is decreasing his first
thought is 1o reduce his expenditures—tc
cut his coat according to his cloth, as
the common saying is. No guch pelicy as
this seems to commend itself to the Con-
gress of the United States. There has
been a scason of business depression suc-
ceeding a long term of prosperity, The
income of the Federal government has

" WASHINGTON CHAT.

By THE SPECTATOR.

The recent marriage of Mrs. Alice Bark-
lie Henry, who was born Belknap, to
Dr. Abram van Kaathoyven, calls to
mind the story of her social career here
and the tragedy that separated her father
from President Grant's Cabinet, saddened
hig latter days, and made her and her
mother wanderers for a number of years.
Wiiliam Worth Belknap was President
Grant's Secretary of War, a position giv-
en him by that mflitary Executive in rec-

ognition of his gallant services In the | 4 .. snormously, but instead of redue-
volunteer army throughout the civil war, {jne expendl!mﬁm and appropriations, so
in which he gaineq the rank of major |that we can live within our means, the
general. Gen Belknap was a great E(;f"‘"”' hasnbecome mmt“ht?m

hearted, big souled man of real ability. [Than ever. e revenues of t
His first wife was a beautiful, graceful, | States Treasury come aimost exclusively
Sl Cebivatl wessax. anli-thels Suse i from taxation upon what peopie buy—
{upon certain articles produced or made in
in Madison place was ome of the mMOSt| ;1i country and upon imports from
popular official centers in Washington. |abroad. In a time of business depression,
Mrs. Belknap died in Gen. Grant's first ad- | when the incomes of the people are
ministration after a long and cruel iil- | diminished, they buy less, and, comse-
ness. Not long after his wife's death, :Qsﬂumtﬂ-"- t‘;‘f ‘:"LMt 0:;"!1‘: taxes.
: : stor P ar this fiscal year— , since
Chis marsiage Allce Belkaap, who has re- |Jine 3. 186_the government has wpent
. > | 392000000 more than its income. While

cently become Mrs. van Kaathoven, was;

heaves into sight”

The Various Champlons,
As to this very latest yelp,
I make the claim
That chatterboxers little help
The bexing game

Not Like the Congressiomnal,
“Be careful how you make spoeches
about people, boy 7’
“All right, dad.”

expunged frem lifa’s record.™

Not Impressed.
“Rush to the window, Geoffrey. There's
a sheath gown passing.”
“Is it & real sheath, or just one of
these imitation sheaths?” laquired Geof-
frey, without stirring.

Among Girls.

“T don't like the way they run the
theaters. "™

““They ought to have floorwalkers in-
stead of ushers, and et you examine the
Seats bafore purchasing.”

“Yes, and mavybe =ee one act of the
play.”

BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA.

Creation of a New Commeonwealth
Practieally Assured.

{ From the New York Tribune

! The nation builders of South Africa
are making progress with the new com-
monwealth, They have just settled the
hotly aisputed question of the location
of the capital by means of a compromise

which will prebably serve for the present,
but which we must regard as an awk--

A Brooklyn girl says she married her
Chinaman hushand to spite her parents.
If her domestic ideas are on & par with
her spite ideas there is one Chinaman
truly deserving of pity.

Hello! Wireless telephones? Good!

high treason to play "Dixie” a this
country. Luckily for his kind, i* s not
always against the law to play the fool,
howaver.

Senator “Jeff” Davis is gald to be con-
templating the publication of a book.
This ought to please the octopus, whose
enemy the Senator certainly is.

“The Democrats, if they are wise, will
seize on the ‘yellow peril’ issue; it is
bound to be a winner in the long rua”
says a contemporary. The Democrats
bitten by & “yellow peril” issue
once, however: oaly it was gold last time,
and not Japanese!

were

Senator Tillman savs he will “keep
right after the President.”” This means,
of course the President will have to

maintain a sharp lookout both fore and
aft while In Africa

A Georgia jury remained out fifteen
hours recently on a damage suit involv-
Ing a total of $15. Thers ought to be
some provision of law whereby a State
could collect damages from that sort of
dury.

“Tennessee will not be represented in
Taft's Cabinet, in all probability,” says
the Memphis Commercial-Appeal. Which
does not Luke Wright to our contempo-
rary at all, we suspect.

A French professor savs “All children
{are born liars.” And the roster of the
| Ananias Ciub shows that a large per-
| centage of them fail to get over it as
{ they grow up.

UNITED STATES MARINES.

Editorial Tribute to Them on Thelr

The questions in- |

its |

Withdrawal from Cuba,
From the Havaca Telegraph (Jan. 23,
After nearly twe and 2 half years of
service with the Army of Cuban Pacl-

We care not what It is that should be

{ credited with Torecin t} 1
| it reing the passing of
comic valentines: we are ungualifiedly

.g‘.ad te know that their discontinuance |

is to be fication, the last of the marines will
to nu 1 o
i-l numbered among the many re- | leave Cuba to-day.
! . .
| forms of latter days in respect of which! As always when foreign trouble

{it is said we are to be permitted to re-
joice this year.

threatens the marines were the first to
be dispatched tc the scene, and it was

ward makeshift, doomed to abandonment
{ before many years
| states bave for a time had two capitais,
{as formeriy Comnecticut with Hartford
iand New Haven, and Rhode Island with
{ Providence and Newport, which were
{used alternately as seats of government,

iBut for a large country to have simulta-

iature, and one for the exscutivy, and
to have these separated by many hun-
dreds of miles, will be an anomlay which
we cannot believe will be permanrently
satisfactory or even workabla. One cof
these days and the sooner the better,
there will be agreement on some vne cap-
ftal

However, the creation of a wew com-
monweaith in South Africa is assured
and practically effected, and the essential
fact is that #t is a British commonwealith.
The achievement is z striking comment
upon asome of the cocksure pronounce-
ments a few years ago. We well re-
member how confidently it was asserted,
in America as well as in Ireland and
elsewhere, during the Boer war, that
at least one thinz was absolutely cer-
tain, beyond all possible doubt, namely,
that ali South Africs was {irretrievably
iost to the British crown. Yet to-day
the Boers themseives have organized
South Africa into a new commonwealth
of the British empire. under the Union
Jack, and are manifesting an Inclination
to make it true of that commonwealth,
as it has often been sald of the Canadlan
Dominion, that it i=s more British than
Great Britain.

PEANUT PROTECTION.

Baleful Influence of Local Industry
on & Democratic Editien,
From the Petersburg (Va.) Index-Appeal.

It seema to be a Sisyphean task to make
some of our Virginia contemporaries un-
derstand, or r~ther to admit. that there
is any such thing as protection in the
creed of the Democratic party, or that
there is any distinction between the
Democratic protection doctrine, that the
tariff shouid be revised “with due allow-
ance for the difference between the wages
of American and foreign labor,” snd the
Republican doctrine that the tariff should
be revised upward for the protection of
trusts in the comtrol or suppression of
competition at home, and for the Invasion |
of foreign markets to sell American goods
cheaper than théy are sold in the Ameri-
can market or by foreign manufacturers
fn the foreign market=. Is not this dis-
tinction piain enough for any one to see
that is not willfully biind? 3

Ordinarily we are not a betting man,
but we will step aside In this case and
gamble largely that the Democratic na-
tional convention of 1912 will make a more

“Remember that you can’'t have 'em|

have passed. Some

neously two capitals, one for the legis-|

the revenues have decreased, the expendi-
the only offspring. The second MrS. ityres in the last seven months have
| Belknap was even more noted for her | Increased $30,000,000 over those of the cor-
{ lavish hospitality than her sister. She | responding month in the previous year.
entertained from the beginning of the sea- | With this growing deficit staring them
! son to the end, and was the center of as |in the face. Congress has taken this par-
!brililant a circle as ever congregated. | ticular time for increasing the coet of
Her beauty was lauded, her bon mots | government, for doubling the President’s
were quoted. but at the very zenith of her | salary. for giving princeiy salaries to the
popuiarity a scandal arose that astonished ' Speaker of the House and “his superfiu-
and shocked the people at the Capital, |ous excellency,” the Vice President, for
which in the days following the war were | scattering the people’s money to the four
inured to scandal It was charged that | winds.
Gen. Belknap hesd used his office f“"j B o7
his personal ends and sold the Indian | From the Norfolk Virginian-Pilot.
post traderships for his own advantage. | In any event the Republican Congress
The whole country was alarmed and out- | must face a situation for which the party
raged at such malfeasance, and bof:nre;g., iong in undisputed power is solely
an investigation could be started Gen. |responsible. President Taft will receive
Belknap resigned Like many of e =5 | rom Presdent Roosevsi the sume logacy
administrator, his work was left more or | 0 bankruptcy which President Harrison
| less to subordinates, and things went on | Dequedthed 1o President Cleveland. The
{ under his nose of which he had no cog- { Democratic administration then was
{ nizance, as was abundantly established | forced to resort to heroic measures in
{ by his friends later, who proved that Mrs. | order to repair the improvidence of its
| Belknap had been the guilty one, that it | Republican predecessor, and an unthink-
{ wag she who had sold the peost trader- | ing constituency visited on the remedial
Ish*pg and she only who had benefited by | agency the blame which should have at-
{the sales, the returns from which had |tached to the provoking cause. The case
| furnished the means for the lavish enter-  now is different. The trouble impending
{ taining for which she had become noted:; | for Mr. Teft has been brought about by
| but with knightly chivalry Gen. Belk- | members of his own political famfly, and
| nap had taken the whole guilt upon him- there s no Democratic scapegoat on
i self 2and bore his burden uncomplaingly | which to unicad either the production of
{and galiantly until his death. the shortage or the methods which may
| The end of the story is pathetic in the ! be found necessary to make it up. It
furreme. Mrs. Belknap with her little was a Republican regime that inaugu-
{ daughter left at once for Europe, where|rated and protracted the debauch of
| she remained for some fifteen or sixteen ! waste: it is 2 Republican regime that
{ vears, whiie her husband made his home | must endure the headache of retrench-

| in Washington, a saddened, broken-heart- | ment and settle the wine blils
fed man, but still possessed of many |

friends whose bellef in his innocence had IN THE WEST
remained unshaken, and who admired him| ECOI e

{ for his course when the charges of which
{ he was guiltiess were brought, In assum- |
ing them all himsel! and allowing
{ public stigma of reproach to be piaced
| upon his wife

Mrs. Belknap returned to America some
fifteen years ago, when she Introduced|
her daughter to soclety, which had for-|
gotten her past and accepted Alice for|
her father’s sake, for her own personal|
qualities, and her great beauty, for Alice
Belknap was a beautiful giri, with an ex-|
quisite compiexion, biue eves, fringed|at the parent establishment at Philadei-
with black lashes, and a mass of blond| phia  As a matter of fact, no need for
halr. Ac the end of two years she m | the making of coins of this denomination

ried Barklis Henry, of Philadeiphis. T B Z
seemed a brilliant match. when pan ,h;“s, in the West presented itself until within
| recent years. as the demand for cent

were considered, and one that promised|
pieces was confined almost exclusively to

happiness, but it developed that there|
was nothing congenial between the two,|ths Atlantic and Middle Western .ates.
and after a few vears Xrs. Henry's|y; +ho West and Southwest this minor

4 3 - e
e o bean o, Tea of | cotn Mas had no purchasing vaise, was
dlvorce. Her marriage to Dr. van Kaat- | "0t recognized, and was seldom seen in
hoven, a memuer of the old Philadelphia | Circulation, Indeed, éven at ihe present
time there are many Western localhies
in which cent pleces are not accepted.

family of that name which took place;
in Caijifornia the other day, was not un-|
In Colorade, for example, If a persen
{tenders a S5-cent plece to a postmaster

.

{ expected, for he had long been assiduous|

{in his attentions, and when she was liv-|

{ing In Dakota had visited her there.|sor two 2-cent stamps, he received In
Dr. van Kaathoven s several Years, gychange together with his stamps. not
vounger than his wife, a brilliant and|, 1.cent plece, but 2 l-cent postage stamp.

ciever man. They will make their home| There are no cent pieces in the monev

n California. | drawer of the postmaster, and he goesn't

desire any. In a Denver store s certain

commedity is quoted at, say, I7 cen*s a

pound. The purchaser must take either

15 or 20 cents’ worth. Nothing less than

5 cents” worth is sold. Apples may be

4 or 5 cents, but one apple is also § cents,

Pacific Coast Now Has Use for the
Humble Cent,
From the New York Sun.

The striking of more than 1,006,000 cent
pieces at the San Francisco mint in 1908
made 2 new record in the history of the
United States mint and its branches, for
never before since the coinage of pleces
of this denomination was begun. In 178,
had such colns been struck anywhere but

no

It is said by them closest to him that
ttorney General Bonaparte will lay
down his portfolio without regret with
the Incoming administration. which seems
strange, since he was one of the mosti
strenuous members of the Cabinet when |Just the same. Now the peopie of the
S e e e i el e
Y et © O s J
j ey e P fmd SYEN WhER e little bronze cent, i.fm' ‘.Q: is the intention
was transferred to his present post Bu:(of the government to strike cent pieces
nearly four years of Cabinet life should

! e - jat the new Denver mint in 150.
be enough to satisfy L:e‘ ambmur_x of | California has had as little use for the
any statesman, for the duties are exact-‘["m as other parts of the West. For
|ing, the rewards not ’Omm"’?’,“:“'? :’““ { many years no coin of less denomination
‘the jabers and sacrifices, criticlsm con- {than 10 cents had a purchasing value
stant, and glory rare. Mr. Bonaparte!...u ang in the gold days nothing less
{holds a unique position in America. He!;yon 25 cente would buy anything, miners
’lx n:; fmngmn oflla "mf‘ ar;ld !;1:5 ‘.'athi(.') { frequently throwing a handfu] of small
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i the privilege of being his successor, With !, .. quantities that it has been found

AT THE HOTELS.
Porfirio Diaz, the present president of
Mexico, will be re-elected to the office
when his term expires, esccording to Ed-
ward Hoeflich, of Mexico City, who is at
the Ebbitt. 2r. Hoeflich is an extepsive
mine owner, and has been in New York
in ‘connection with his enterprises. By
birth, Mr. Hoeflich = an Austrian; by
citizenship, an American: and he has
resided in Mexico for a number of years.
He was sn 0ld newspaper man, having
been on the local staff of S: Louis ps-
pers, and being the founder of the Dally
Record, the only English afternoon pa-
per In México City.

"It is absolutely erroneous to imagine,™
said Mr. Hoeflich, *“that there are ns
other men in Mexico whe can fil] the
presidential chair should President Disg
decide to resign or vacate his office. It
is all nonsense to suppose that a revolu-
tion would break loose and #weep the
country if President Diaz should dis.
Nothing Is farther from the truth, Mex~
icans are very conmservative and law-
abiding citizens.

“President Diaz, more than any other
man in the modern history of Mexico,
has heiped to place the country in the
front rank of the pations of the western
hemisphere.”
“Mexico is deeply interested.” continued
Mr. Hoeflich, “in vast irrigation probe
iems. Twenty-five million dollars have
Geen appropriated by the national legise
iature for this purpose, and agriculture
and forestry and mines and every other
industry s bound to gain from the ime
provements. Raflroads are being bull¥
everywhere in Mexico, and the new coune
try is being opened up for development
right along.”

Speaking of the Mexican army, Mr.
Hoeflich said that it was composed of
conviets entirely, and that the metheds
employed in securing enlistments were
pot altogether in keeping with meodern
jdeas. The officers are graduates of the
ilitary school at Chapultepec, one of
he best military trzining schools known.
Mexico has an exceilent artillery branch
of the military service, and is justly
proud of it. Guatemala, Mexico's neigh-
bor, according to Mr. Hoeflich, has a
very effective army, better than that of
any of the neighboring states.

Mr. Hoeflich paid a high tribute to for-
mer Ambassador Creel, now govérnor of
Chthuahua, who he said had received a
grant of 1800 acres from the Mexican
government for the purpose, of settling
thereon poor and needy Indians and giv-
ing them educational opportunities.

Isidor Weil, of Vienna, who is =t ths
New Willard, and who is deeply inter-
ested in the Zlonist movement, said last
night it was growing stronger every Year.

“It is strongest in Germany.” continued
Mr. Weil, “where the official organ of
the organization is published. In France
it is not very strong, although graduaily
gaining many active adherents. in JItaly
socleties are springing up in important
Jewish centers. In England the move-
ment has lost a great deal of ground
through the creation of the territorial
movement. formed by Isrsel Zangwill,
the purpose of which is to colonize the
Jews wherever practicable Instead of
walting until Palestine is secured.

~Zionism, however. is gradually recever-
ing itz former position. In Australia
there are a number of flourishing socie-
tles in the principal cities. Even in China
the Zionists are doing good work, and in
Shanghal the seciety is publishing a
semi-monthly, a very excellent publica-
tion.

“In Austria the movement is stroog
and it would seem that it ought to be the
most powerful in Russia, inasmuch as the
majority of the Jews inhabit that land,
but the government has placed so many
obstacles in their path that the Zionists
are greatly handicapped in their efforts
to propagate the movement,

“In Canada Zionism is on a sound basis,
especially in Montreai and Toronto. In
the latter place the Zionists have ralsed
funde and purchased a large. handsome
building as their headquarters.

“The Canadian government has at aill
times shown a kindly disposition toward
the movement, and prominent officisls
have attended meetings and conventions
of the Canadian Federation and expressed
their interest in and good wishes for the
weifare of the movement.

“The next international Zionist congress
will be heid in Hambuorg this summer,
apd the Zionists throughout the world
are eageriy looking forward to that event,
to learn from the leaders what new op-
portunities present themseives in view
of the recent politica] changes In the Ot-
toman Empire.”

W. L. Mott, attorney for the Cr
Nation, who is here to urge enactmen
certain Jegisiation, said last night
the land fraugd investigations in Ckiahona
were instituted as the result of evide
which he gathered in comnection with
civil suits for the recovery of lands
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rangement would have been a sop to the |

Catholic party in France, for the mar-|

riage of Jerome Bonaparte and Betty
Patterson, of which the Attorney Gen-
eral’'s father was the only offspring, had
always been upheld by the Popes, and
Napoleon's recognition of it could not
have falled but strengthened him with the
Catholic element. Jerome Bonaparte went
to Paris as the gnest of Napoleon III to

Whenee came this ungracious and un-
worthy comic valentine habit we know
not, and whither it goeth iz a matter of
smail consequence. ILet it be admitted
that the souvenir postal card fad is re-
sponsible for the fall of the other things.
Doubtless it was a potent factor in this
consummation but lately so devoutly to be
i wished, and now an accompiished fact,
i if the dealers In things of the valentine
persuasion may be believed.

The chief trouble with the so-cailed
| comie valentines is precisely, in a mea-
sure, that which alls the comis supple-
ments incident to so many Sunday news-
| papers. If either ever was comic, both
| long ago ceased to be. If the sending of
a jocose message to a friend or ac-
quaintance on St. Valentine's Day, even
anonymously, were held within the
bounds of & harmless joke or pleasantry,
the comic valentine idea might not be
justly an object of adverse criticism. But
such is not the case. The comic valentine is
employed exclusively, or approximately
so, we think, for the infliction of crueil-
ties and iasults, or the promuilgation of
suggestive innuendo. It is used by people
to say things under cover they would not
dare say openly to their victim's face.
The output displayed In the past has
been composed of the coarsest and vul-
gareet of stuff. It has been designed en-
tirely to sting—not to make merry or
amuse.

The original significance of St Val-
entine's Day is lost.in the mists of an-
tiquity. We have no tangible cvidence,
indeed, that any such person ever existed
in this world. But this we do know—St
Valentine's Day was a day sacred to sen-
timent, sweetness, graciousness, angd
kindness long before it was used as a
cloak for igmoble things; and the later
use of it has served only to msar im-

‘uploaded gun,

they who restored the American flag to
the mast at Camp Columbia, where it
had waved so proudly and protectingly
during the first Intervention.

The conduct of the marines while in
Cuba has been so admirable that Gen.
Barry has praised them in “orders™” so
frequentiy that laudation has become a
habit with him, and all the praise has
been richly deserved, for a better be-
haved lot of fighting men than the ma-
rines who have assisted in the pacifica-
tion of Cuba could not be gathered to-
ether from the four quarters of the
earth. They, both men and officers, will
be sadly missed by the lwmericans who
have become accustomed to the pleasurs
of seeing them on the parade ground
and on the street, and have met them in
pleazant social intercourse.

Their Bausiness to Retrench.
From the Sen Francisco Chronicle.

When the propriety of retrenching is
suggested to Congressmen, they shrug
their shoulders and ask where the cutting
shall begin. It is mot their business to
retort by asking their critics hard gues-
tions. They are pald good, fat salaries
for solving probiems like those of making
both ends meet, and when they fail to d>
8o they advertise their Incapacity.

Mining Camp Threats.
From the Milwaukee Sentinel.

A State government that sneaks behind
Uncle Sam's coattails when there is a
row in one of its mining camps might
well consider itself estopped from biat-
herskiting about foreign war. We shall
have Hinky Dink's ward passing war
resolutions presently.

Demoeratic Reformers.
From the Indianapolis News, :

The Democrats as reformers of thelr
perennial errors are like the repeaters at
the old-time mourners’ bench. They live
in &in that they may have the credit of
seeking grace.

A Toor Excuse.
From the New York World.
“Had no wireless” will now take its
place with that old fatality the |

digscuss the matter, was lodged at the
Eilysee Palace, and treated as an honored
relative, but nothing came of it. Like
Caesar, he refused the crown, and re-
turned to this country to live the life of
an American citizen. Nor was his son,
the jate Charles Bonaparte. tempted by
the offers made by his family and their
supporters to become their candidate for
the throne of France. An American he
was born, and an American he remained
to the end of his days. His son Jerome
and his brother Jerome are equaily loyal
to the country that gave their beautifyl
grandmother birth, and, while they must
always have & peculiar interest in French
politics, it is an entirely Impersonal in-
terest, and there is nc one of the Ameri-
can Bonspartes in this generation who
will claim the French crown, nor will

explicit declaration. on the tariff gques-
tion than was made in the Democratic
platform of 1908, and that declaration will
reaffirm the traditional protective prin-
ciples 'of the party as favorable to the
industrial and wage-earning interests,
and as antagonistic to the monopoly-
breeding policy of the Republican party
in the interests of greed and extortion.

Another Canal Problem.
Frop the Ohlo State Journal.
Probably the tofllng masses on Mars

also hope that the canai system will be
finished by 1915,
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ground, and thus
{ shipment across the continent from Phila-
For the calendar year of 1%
the United States mint report shows that
{$1L150 worth of cents were struck at
ithe San Francisco mint and $323.203.57
worth at Philadelphia.

i delphia.

A Business-iike Secretary.
From the Springfield Republican,

The differences between Secretary New-
berry aud the President concerning the
reorganization of the Navy Department
may account for the Secretary’'s recent
popularity with the naval committees of
the twe branches of Congress, whose
members are reperted to indorse his ideas
concerning the cbnsolidation of the de-
partment bureaus and to desire an ade-
quate practical test. The growth of the
feeling that Mr. Newberry has shown
more real insight, as a practical admin-
istrator, into the problems that beset the
Navy Department than any two of his
recent predecessors in the Secretaryship
is, however, a great compliment te him.
With his experience both as Assistant
Secretary and Secretary the past few

save the expense of!

leged to have been fraudulently obtain-d
| from the Indizns.

i .~ interest of the government in 'he
: present prosecutions iz simply that of a
;trustee." said Mr. Mott, whe is accoia=
{panied by Chief Moty Tiger. of the
Creeks. “The Creeks lost many acres Ly
fraudulent transactions. Becauss tia

a

government was trustee for the Indiar:s
it was charged with the duty of recove:-
ing these lande, But it was prevented
from properiy discharging !ts duties as
trustee by the frauds.

“There is no truth in the report circu-
lateg by Gov. Haskeil or his friends that
Hearst inspired the snits. 1 was the man
whe inspired the prosecutions, and from
the first I have been the most active in
forwarding them.

“In an open letter to Gov. Haskell last
fall I charged him with the very fraud
for which he i€ now indicted. He denied
my charges, and I wrote {o President
Rooseveit that T had based my assertion
on the sworp statement of 200 persons
whom Haskell had used as dummies in
his transactions.

“These statements were gathered in

Once more 3 shepherd of mankind, indesd. vears, he is to-day better equipped to run
Who loved ;i‘ charge. but mever Joved to lead: there be in the next, since Attorney Gen- | the department under the next adminis- tmnyed-mb:‘;xﬁt ::.it:hewglch llh:‘d insti-
One whose meek flock the Deopls joved to be, eral Bonaparte has no children, and his|tration than the Massachusetts states- | tuted on & ;"’: T =
Not lured by any chest cf birth, nephew, Jerome, is unmarried. man whom Senator Lodge always takes | TeCOVer hm.'ur'from whic ft ez) had been
A:dmmw hﬁd! wisdom of mhmn ! such good care of—George von L. Meyer. defrauded. enty-six of ¢ eoe} suits
—3 B "; Nt Forestry in England, were started before Statehood was con-
— g S it . groas From the Philadeiphia Public Ledger. Playing with Loaded Revolvers, |“Ummated. and before Haskell was a
In that A::re-md mind's anfaltering skil America is not alone in having modern | From the Indianapolis News. “:1'3‘"“ Lor ""ml o L e
supple tempersd forestry problems to decide. A royal com-| Another death in Chicago of an estima- Y i
Yire perfect steel spring ) ailegations of fraud the cri pro-
m&ﬁ -~ - astin a2d | mission bas just reported a plan for the | ble woman because a man in a neighbor- ceeedings, I cannot ,:: h“cnzx::lll cor-
His was no lonely mountsin peak of mind afforestation of the British islands which {ing flat was explaining to the maid ser- | rectly can allege that they were inspired
Thrusting 15 thin air o'er our cloudy bars is provoging animated debate. The com-|vant how to handle a revolver in case| by H or that there are an litics
A sea matx now, now lost in vapors blind earst, L
nd pivie s bl Ievet el mission was too much impressed by the |burglars came. It is admitted that it was | in them.”
Fruitfal and friendly for all human kind, importance of the project to be daunted {a deplorable acrident. But it was homi- 3 —-—
Yet also nigh to Heaven and loved of loftiest etars. | Dy the outlay and recommended & scheme | cide also. And yet the man was not even| Every patriotic American ought to
X involving an expenditure of $2,250,000,000, | arrested. The woman is dead, oh, yes!|know that President Rooseveit would not
e N&‘hdkwahm- 4 ' spread over a period of eighty years | But so little do we think of human life | back down for anybody.” said Col. R. F.
' ﬁu..! Wl-_-wek:ﬁ: "'“d""m"“a Their pian has already called forth vehe- |that “accident” suffices to wipe out tha Thompson, of Philadelphia, at the Raleigh
Could nature’s equal scheme deface: ment denunciation as dangerous and so- |event. We must still allow men to go v. *“President velt 18 too
“Here was & type of the trne elder mice, ciallstic, and while there is no immedi- | free with loaded revolvers, and give ob- ymnch d. - Rhom
And one of Plutarch’s men talked with us face to| ate prospect of action along the lines in- jeczleuonsw:ththm.uwedooeu-m = 3 fighter .to & 'thewhi.to
g face. =3 A dicated by the commission, their very|sionally siay a2 wife and mother. Great|fla8” continued the veteran, “and he
r:""h"‘-_"-'"""‘n-.mh magnitude is a sign of an increasing | country! is not taking the part of Japan, either,
In h._":‘ m"‘;"‘m recognition of the importance of the against his own m;ry.ﬁ:hen maust be
Such es the Present gives. and canmet wait, Guestion. Pathos of Succeas. Wmmmtm}’rwkgtto
Safe in. himself as in a fate— From the St. Louis Republic. assume presen T the United
So always firmly he. Cool 'Em Of. e i o Gav. O ve. of Wash.|States was right in the contention and
From the Philadelphia Press. .- g was fully prepared W every way to de-
He knew to bide his time. ington, who sought the office for twenty fend its position. President R *
And can his fame abide, It may become necessary to put 2 finds OONSTE:L
St patient in his siple faith mblime, couple of those Pacific States in th s e~ that his health re-{would pot temporize. He would simply
TH] the wisa vears decide. frigerator and give them a chln:or:; quires him to reside for an indefinite time say, “We are right and you 2ra wreng.
Grest eaptaing with their guns and drums c0ol off. in a2 warmer climate. is almost as pathetic | What are you going to do about ™ Ng
Dl—'b*njrntfc’&-w. uthﬂof:ana:f&cmmmchtmmmmtnwu
at siience comes; the Presidency the United States for  hwing either a coward traitor,
These all are gome. and standing like @ tower, Job for the Kaiser, twenty youre apd- T it ehly aller he o8 d or 2 , and
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