Fourth Part
Pages1 1o 8.

THE WASHINGTON HERALD

Fourth Part
Pages 1 10 &

WASHINGTON, D. c., SUNDAY, JUNE 27, 1809,

- FROM PLOW TO THE SENATE

Martin N. Johnson Discusses His Life on the North Dakota
Prairies with Refreshing Frankness.

By JAMES B. MORROW,

A strange and rude little scene, pictured
without the consciousness of being pious
or dramatic, vivid in my memory
when the interview closed.
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stove, and the men would eat them on |honestly. Two boys start in life, one hop-
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enough in the
“Once when
craved butter
]a settier who

. h se. N
was house. | thing eise. Neither

I walked three miles to

|
the had a cow. He asked 6-!5

N. Johnson, physician or an eminent lawer. Each

new Senator from North Dakota, had|cents a pound for his butter and as I|ertitied to that for which he has toiled
Said, with the vere of _the winds \\‘hir!\.!had no money I borrowed a pan of [and made many personal sacrifices. I
f‘:-‘l‘-'é tanned his dark and eager f'u-e~£rruz~r. milk and took it home. Whether | have obtained about all I ever wanted
that 1. was permanently out of politics |she meant it or not, Mrs. Johnson said | It does not He in my mouth, therefore, to

a_nd public office. The county seat was!that milk, after all, was exactly what ¢
Sixteen miles distant, but during the four!ghe wanted. We were poor, but we dldn’t |
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vears of my residence in that part of|guffer., Moreover, we were young and |own ambition

the country I kad not been there once, | strong and didn’t need a doctor. By and |  “Your parents,” I said, “were Nor-

not even 10 pay my taxes. I stayed on|by I bought more lumber and eniarged | wegians?"

m:\" land and worked. | my house, making it eighteen feet wide| "My father as a peasant boy in the
A local newspaper came to my sod-|and twenty-three feet long, and covering | mountains, far away from the ocean, hap-

covered house every week. One evening| ' I

I read that a lawyer from somewhera! — ———

purposed to move into Nelson County and!
run for distriet, or prosecuting, attor-|
ney, 1 was apathetic and immediately
forgot the item. The week following I
read that the lawyer had found a house
and wag living at Lakota, the county
seat. Still I was indifferent.

“But the next morning I plowed in the
tall, harsh grass, turning the earth up in
long,; unbroken furrows, as is usval on the|
prairies. Like Enoch, 1 was walking with |
God, and not running after the devil as|
is done barefoot |

SENATOR FROM NORTH DAKOTA.
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HON. MARTIN N. JOHNSON.
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e : - altogether in days. In-|college at the district school and an acad-
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spring wagon, of spoken e8¢ took Water with a siphon. When French, and German, I knew nothing
- r of furmiture in X A | about life moder ~On
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burg, in Illinois, the home of Miss Stella
White, whom I afterward married.
reached Des Moines on time, traveling
west, but the eighteen other delegates
from Winneshiek County, going on a
north and south road, were wrecked or
sidetracked an the prairie. When they
got in motion again, the convention had
adjourned. Unpder the rules, I had nine-
teen votes, and I stood up and proudly
cast them for John H. Gear, candidate for
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because there wasn't room |in8 for riches and the other for some-
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governor. My peculiar good fortune at
the convention gave me some prestige
at home.

*“Next, I took my father's Durham bull
to the county fair, walked him up and
down the track, spoke of his fine points to
the farmers—all of which was effective
personal advertising—and was awarded
That fall
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the close of the session I entered the jaw |

school o the Towa State University.
“When I went to the State convention
following year as a delegate, some
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not decline to be one of Iowa's Presiden-
tial electors. And they were right about

it. T was a Norwegian in blood, and a
voung Republican, and the interests of
| several party leaders would be heiped

So I was nominated. In
those dayvs Presidential electors went on
the stump. They ought to do it now.
felt that I was unfit and that I needed
preparation.
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of which I knew at t proper time -
would save him from great discomfort : -
i “When in due time the guest Were
| seated at the table and T ¥ me to .
wait on them I served them, to be sure,
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