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NORTH STATE HIS

REAL OLD PEOPLE

They Live a Century in the
Jsothemic Belt

ARCADIAN SIMPLICITY HERE

Smalt Territory in North Carolina
Where Inhabitants Attain Great
ARC and Retain Bodily Activity to
the Last IVatareVi Sanatorium Sev-

enty Miles Bast of Ashevlllc-

By ARTHUR T1 ABERAETHY
I am going to tell the readers of The

Washington Herald they may find
the oldest people In the world not in
old folks not roollnlng on the
supporting of children but thrifty
healthy and buoyant Some of them
are eighty some ninety some one hun
dred ys even ono hundred and fourteen
years old doing their own work In the
garden and the field

This is no real estate advertisement
There la not a real estate agoncy In the
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Place of which I write it to simply
healthful correctly living Provi-

dentially blessed strip of land whore the
air or the water or the wenthor some
thing of which I know not gives an af-

fidavit of agreement with tho Inhabitant
for long life

Lying seventy east of AsheviUo
and an distance west of Salisbury
N C If a visitor will leave the Southern
train at a station known as Connolly
Springs he can go ten miles la any di-

rection and find himself In the Wnlvorsal
ly recognised healthiest spot in the world
It is not an especially beautiful terri-
tory It 1 only about 2000 feet above tho
level of the sea not so high ae A hevlle
yet neither Is It and no oon
lumptlves are found in tits belt

People Are Peculiar
The people who reside In the territory

are a peculiar set Candor compels the
statement that while they are Intensely
mural social and liberal they lack
ability to disprove In their own conduct
ally claim the medical scientists might
advance as to presence of the hook
worm or lazy germ among thorn In and
around these hills dwell the ramaattt of
the once thrifty moonshiners still
active as the vigilance of the revenue
department will permit But perhaps
It is this very spirit of manana this
tactful freakoftheLotuslaitd feeling
which brings such amazing restoration to
visitors who come and settle here

Oddly enough money does not seem to
influence these strangely fortunate origi-
nal settlers On an eminence a mile be
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vonnetiy spring lives a
wisdom the mother of a family who ekes
out existence from a little onehorse
farm while the rough timber and rank
weeds thrive on Hcsziers Knob Moun-
tain towering over her for which she
refused JMOO offered by Vanderbilt when
ho sent his specialists into this suction to
find a location before he finally settled
on Blltmore

There are hundreds of Instances
tracts Jaad untouched tor a w
lifetime like coveted possessions L

sons who come here and breath the ex-
hilarating atmosphere of these Catawba
highlands go away hoping some day to
return and reside hero the rest of their
days There la a saying current among
the natives that no man who ever takes-
a drink out of Drowning Croek ever per-
manently leaves its banks It seems
almost Incredible that such a country
different from any other spot in this
land should lie BO near other territories
so entirely different In climate soul and
general conditions

Came in Search of Health
Last July I was lying 111 In the Osborne

Hotel in Rochester N Y a victim of
Insomnia nervousness and general break
down I had spent the winter in Cuba
Mexico and Florida making my way
leisurely up Into Canada as spring came
thence down to Niagara where the sum
mers are delightful but the winters too
Intolerable for frailty A doctor

me from McGill University told me of
this section of having heard it related In
a worlds medical congress that here In
the Catarsvba Highlands of Western North
Carolina lay a territory In which not a
case of tuberculosis malaria or typhoid
fever had ever been known to originate
where people lived longest of any part
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I came here to see for myself and Igive it to the readers of The Herald as
the sacred truth that of the forty States
and four governmonts under whoseI have traveled here Is the sweetest
most healthful most restorative simplest
section for peaceful life In a perfect
climate I have ever observed Tho lo
cation is X degrees and 45 minutes northlatitude and 81 degrees and minuteswest longitude Too put it another way
it has the same latitude as Yeddo in Japan and Teheran in Persia and of
Damascus and the Islands of Cyprus and
of Tunis and Algiers and longitudinally
it is In line with the center of HudsonBay Cleveland Ohio the Florida Keys
and the City of Matanzas in Cuba It is
fifteen miles further west than PointParina and Cape Blanco the most western projections of the South American
continent To the west the mountains
attain an elevation of 7000 foot and thesnows may be seen upon the monumentalpeaks while the Catawba highlanders
roam leisurely In the balmy air below

On the health map Issued by theUnited States census department severalyears ago this stetSon is marked with
the white indicating It as freest from
throat and lung diseases of spot In
this country I find on Investigation
that the moan annual temperature is
KS while that of Venice the groat European rosort Is 517 with a mean wintertemperature of SS6 making tho summers
hotter and the winters colder In Venice
than hero

Needs Xo Overcoat s
I know this I came hero to spend

year In investigation I have not an
overcoat or overshoes since I arrived at
Connelly Springs and the little village
of Rutherford College yet I comfortably
live In the opon air sleeping on the
porch In a hammock In tho winter ex-
cept when It rains and there has not
been a night this summer that I have not
slept under a blanket-

I write all this to readers of The Herald
who may be in quest of health who areweary and tired and heartsore who long
for the balmy breath of hygcla to fan

r
flags

H

a
worn

1

any

f

¬

¬

¬

¬

>

¬

sun kiss who want to feel well and Im-
pulsive and capable who Wonder If thedays of cheery song and laughter andlightness of heart will ever bo theirsagain but who have been often deceived
by fantastic resort advertisements justas I often have been till the exchequer
is wellnigh exhausted and there Is sun
no health To such I say go to Lovelady
Township In Burke County N C Two
towns are espoclally blessed In tho ther-
mal belt Springs and Ruther
ford College The former Is the seat of tho
railway station and tho latter is the
location of the Method school for west-
ern North Carolina The place used to be

tnear pautn cheeks Into the glow ot the

t

¬

¬

¬

¬

COUNTRY HOME NEAR LEESBUR VAr

Mansion on the farm of Robert N nnrP recently remodeled from design
D Stanley Simmons architect

b

Tho mansion on the ostato of Robert
N Harper two miles Gut of Lccsburg-
Va has boon recently remodeled accord-
ing to plans designed by B Stanley
Simmons of this city The walls and
much of tho construction of the old
building havo been retained to which has
been added features which will make the
house comfortable and attractive as a
twentieth century residence

This fine old mansion has boen in the
Harper family for three or four genera
tions It was erected in the last part of
the eighteenth century and the timbers
of the houso were all band sawed from
trees cut upon the adjoining acres After
more than a century of use these ancient
timbers are sound and have been re-
tained part tif tho new construction

called Lovelady Then its peaceful influ-
ence begot It the name of Happy Homo
and such it is in reality today

If socialism desires an example of
people living entirely for their fellow
mens good it can bo found in the little
village of Rutherford College There
are other instances but I saw one I wish
to relate in passing A young railway
man clerk Harley Goode by name
bought four or five registered bird dogs
costly and valuable acquisitions from dog
fanciers in Boston Each dog was valued
at 100 and I have been told Goode could
have had a 51000 for the lot The
were of almost human intelligence and
looked forward to the homecoming of
their master like children await their
parents footfall One night a mad
dog strayed through the village attack-
ing a great number of the canines
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of their dogs It was believed Geodes
dogs had mingled with the mad d g
The young man to whom 1000 meant a
years salary telegraphed the mayor to
kill his registered dogs deliberately
throwing away 1000 for the public good

Adjacent to the Goode home lives
Alexander Perry a native of this section
who has given several brave sons to the
government service In the Philippine
army One day several years ago the
alarm was sounded that a big mad dog
was headed rtralght for the public school
where the town chftdron were at play
To shoot the dog was Impossible for the
children were directly on a line with
the vicious brute It Is not dldteult for
Herald readers to Imagine tho terror that
froze the hearts of watched
the dog plunge toward children
What happened Just as hope was aban
doned and the watchers shaded their eyes
to the awful scene Alexander Perry
threw himself bodily on the mad dog
tore Its jaws open with his naked hands
and killed the brute after it had viciously
lacerated his hands and arms Next day
Perry wont to Now York and took the
Pasteur treatment

Examples of Longevity
There are stories galore one can teH of

longevity hero The first man to lie in the
village cemetery was a Mr Connelly

from lightning stroke the last one
came hero from Ohio twentyfive years
ago to try to live through that winter
and died in ninetieth year

Thirty years ago Anthony Campbell
came here to prolong his days as best he
might with his left lung entirely gone as
his doctors declared I read of Camp
bells death last year in Statesvjllo
kicked to death by a mule

When he was 108 years old Clem Fair
celebrated the Fourth of July by climbing
tho flagpole in the square at Morgan-
town N C tho county seat here and he

mothers
their

bo-
died

his

>

¬

¬

a 01 champagne
tied to the

Tho wife of the assistant postmaster
or Charlotte then a wealthy young lady
from Philadelphia came here in 1594
walking on crutches as she had done all
her life I saw her yostorday she has
not used a crutch in eight years and she
walks as though she had novor seen a
sick day in her life

Just above this place Old Fred Mos
ser whose age Is declared to be 114

says he has swum the neighboring river
onco at least each year for the past 100
years

This morning as I walked down the
village streets I saw an old man mounted-
on horseback carrying on his shoulders a
cumbersome double plowstook that would
have exhausted me to lift He was going
out to do a days plowing In his field His
name Is Peoler and his age ninety He
has successfully cultivated a large farm
all the year

A dinner was given at the home of Dr
Fitch himself at ninety years of age In
the town of Rutherford College last year
A dozen persons attended all active
heads of households and capable of their
usual routine work None was under
seventyfive and almost all were over
eighty-

A man i named Warren rode In the car
riage with me from Morgantown to
Drexel He seemed sixtyfive and I
asked his age He was olghtyeighL And
the odd thing of It all Is these people
remain active and seem to have more
energy than the young folks up to the
very last

A story Is current hero among the old
folks which they laughingly relate
among each other

Barnum tho showman learning that a
roan was living here active at 125 years
old came to see him and offered him a
fortune to accompany his show The
man thanked Barnum deferentially but
said he could not go without his fathers
consent

Your father exclaimed Barnum
amazed Why where on earth la your
father

Upstairs putting grandfather to bed
camo tho unruffled and calm response

opened and drank bottle
poletop

¬

Will Develop Its Mines
With the completion of the Virginia

Railway to Its coal lands In Raleigh
County W Va the Winding Gulf Col
liery Company of Cincinnati will be
preparations for the Immediate develop
ment of Its mines Its property consists
of 3200 acres of land located on Winding
Gulf Creek and Is underlaid with a vein
of highgrade New River coal measuring
from five to six feet It Is the purpose
of the company to build a large power
plant tipples offices stores and houses
and develop its mines to a capacity of
560060 tons of coal annually
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The Harper farm is composed of the
estate which Mr Harper porehM d a
few years ago from his aunt with the
house to which he has added other hold-
ings which in the boyhood of the present
owner belonged to his father Mr Har
por has thus united the holdings of a
division of tho original estate and with
the remodeled houee the Harper farm will
represent practically the oxtent of the old
homestead

nor Harper uses the farm as his
home and with his family lives

five months every year It Is a
quiet place sufficiently removed from
town and city to give Ideal rest to the
jaded nerves of the banker after a winter
of grinding labor at his desk

Mr Harper has a handsome city resi-
dence at 1511 Sixteenth street northwest

WANT WORLDS FAIR

San Antonio Candidate
that Great Honor

WHEN PANAMA CANAL OPENS

Suggestion Made that Exposition Be-

Held In Winter Months from Xo
ember to Slay Correspondent

Thinks Time Place and Occasion
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Propitious Chamber to Act

San Antonio Tex Aug 2L A worlds
fair at San Antonia to celebrate the
opening of the Isthmian Canal has

the allabsorbing subject In these
parts and for that matter all over Texas

The San Antonio Chamber of Commerce
will take the initial steps in the course
of the next few weeks and In the mean-
time a plan of campaign wW be mapped
out While the date of the opening of
the fair is still far distant It to realized
here that little time is to be lost If it to
to be held

Owing to tho climate of these parts
many are In favor of the event being
scheduled for the winter season The
weather here is Ideal from the first of
October to the first of May and eves
June and for this reason a worlds fair
hold In the winter time seems a novelty
that could be Judiciously undertaken

Would Have Support-
A worlds fair In San Antonio would

moot with the heartiest support in Mexico
and every other LatlnAinariean country
Southwest Texas for several eenutria
typically Spanish has still much that ties
it to Latin America and for tIM reason
a fair here would meet general favor
with the Latins

Germany would give It a liberal sup
and so no doubt would Great

Britain The former country is tied to
Texas by some of her brat blood and
extensive commercial relations and the
latter is practically in the same position
Another reason for their participation
would be that being the two largest mer-
chant marine powers they would find
special cause why they should support

exposition that will mark the opening
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of the Panama Canai develop-
ment of Texas ports

That a worlds fair should mark the
opening of the worlds greatest engineer-
ing feat seems eminently proper and that
the State of Texas should be its scene
In fitting for more reasons than one That
State would develop a maritime Impor
tance second to no other Stato in tho
Union as soon as the Isthmian Canal is
thrown open This for the reason that
most of the exports originating In the
Middle West the Southwest and to some
extent in tho far West will then be
shipped from Texas ports This Inci
dentally has boen recognized by the
United States government with rare

because to It alone are due theimprovements now being made along the
Texas shore of the Gulf of Mexico The
millions spent at Aransas Pass and other
Texas points In harbor Improvements are
to moot this condition

Antonio Place
San Antonio Is the largest Texas city

eligible to be the scene of the exposition
Even at present It has the best hotel ac-
commodations of any city In the South
west and the constantly growing tour
traffic will tend to Increase this More-
over It Is the only Texas city having his
torlcal Interest to the visitor a circum
stance which In the case of a worlds
fair would not be a small consideration
The Alamo the Texas cradle of indepen
dence and the noble ruins of the Missions
could not fall to prove an attraction to
the worlds fair visitor from overy
of the globe

Ideal sites for the fair abound In the
closest vicinity of San Antonio Parkllka
slopes on the banks of the San Antbnlo
River extending for miles and In whichthe Missions are located would term as
fine an exposition ground as was ever
procurable

Interest In the proposed undertaking Is
red hot here among all and
Is little doubt that the worlds fair colebrating tho opening of the Isthmian
Canal the greatest engineering enterprise
of the age will be held In San Antonio
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May Build Railroad
R F Kolb of Montgomery Ala p

M Clark of Lebanon Tenn and othersare as organizing a company to
build a railroad to be used In the develop
ment of the mine and timber deposlts
In Shinbone Valley to Annlston Ala adistance of twentyfive mjles

Beaufort Makes Hats
The first hat made In the BeaufortN C hat factory was turned out last

week The material Is white duck and
tho model a regular yachting hat They
aro light cool washable and look well
The hat making business In Beaufort may
easily develop into a treat industry

reported
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Notes and Comment-

on Souths Progress

Tho Central of Georgia Railway Com
pany is preparing to make extensive
terminal Improvements In Savannah
having bought the greater part of a
block of land on the water front for the
purpose of erecting docks and coal chutes

Valdosta Gnu has a newly organized
board of trade which will enter at
once upon work for the advancement gt
local Interests Mayor J T Roberts
was elected president of the board and
Norwood Holcombe secretary at a
largely attended meeting of the business-
men of the town early lust week A com-
mittee Is at work upon constitution andyIaws for the organization

The chamber of commerce at Sa-
vannah has a committee making In
stigatlon into the possibilities of grow
ng celery on lands near the city The

mmlttce has had several soil and truck
Inspect the ground and has

me to the conclusion that the growing
r this form of truck dan be advantage

ly carried on there

ontract has been let to a local firm
contractors to construct the roadbed
the proposed SmlthvllloAransas Pass

Railroad Under the terms of the eon
tract the now road Is to bo In operation
within two years

It Is now expected that Ute
Acmo and Pacific Railroad which is
being constuctod through of the
richest parts of Texas will go

between Quanah and Lazare on Au
gust 1 The section of tho line to be
opened extends out of Quanah about At

I
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pony has awarded tho contract for the
construction of Its new shops at Macon
to G B Swift Co of Chicago It la
understood that the contract price for the
news buildings is 576000

Officials of tho Mountain Valley and
Plains Railroad to run from tbo cool
fields of New Mexico across the Panhan
dle of Texas to Guthrie Okla have re
colved authority from railroad

of Texas to issue bonds for tin
construction and equipment of the line

The city of Teague Tex has received
authority to Issue municipal to
the amount of 22 Ktt to build water works
and two schoolhouses The bonds will run
twenty years and tear i per cent in

The people of Beaumont Tex arc
over actual work on the long

extension of Its street car facili-
ties connecting that town with the Port
Arthur docks

Negotiations are under way to effect a
merger of two largo cotton manufactur-
ing concerns in Danville Va Meetings of
tho stockholders of the Riverside Cotton
Milts and of too Dan RIVer Manufactur-
ing Company have been called to
upon the proposition and it is expected
that they will ratify the rocommanda-
tions of the directors and authorize the
merger

The Florida legislature recently passed
a law forbidding the capture and killing
of the succulent turtle known down that
way as the gopher Floridians near the
State line have busy during the
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OLD LANDMARK IN THE VALLEYI

Byrd mansion near HarrJuonbnro which is being remodeled by
present owner

I
at

closed season in their own State across
the line In Alabama catching the turtles
there Now the people of Southern Ala
bama are up In arms against the poachers
and want a stringent law passed to pro-
tect the turtle In their swamps also

The Carolina Asbestos Manufacturing
Company is the latest business venture In
Charlotte N C The project has the
sanction of the Greater Charlotte Club
and Is said to be the only company of the
kind in the State R G Sloan Is presi-
dent and manager and A Burwell jrsecretary and treasurer of the cotnoam
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¬
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Adolph Bolt been abated secretary-
of tho Houston Business League to suc-
ceed George P Brows The new secretary
graduates from the ranks of the traveling
salesmen of Texas and is expected to ac-
complish much as a booster of local
enterprises in Houston

High Point N C Is enthusiastic over
the proposed street car line to be in-
stalled there soon by North Carolina
Public Service Company The red is
under construction and is expected to be
carrying about February 1
next year

Citizens of Greensboro N C turned
out one night test weok WO strong to
discuss the project of an improved

highway between Lynchburg and
Salisbury Many joined the good reads
association ana many more subscribed ts
the fund raised to finance the

The county commissioners of Dallas
County Ala are considering the ques-
tion of employing a civil engineer to aid
them in road bttddtag and In the location
and proper oensirtteUon ot bridges The
people In Selma and the country about
are in dead earnest to have the highways
improved and the want
the work well and beaplY

Business mID and citizens of Birming-
ham Ala have held one meeting and
will shortly lure others In the advocacy-
of the comintoeion form of government
They seem to have tired of the usual po
litical powwow with rival candidates
beating of tomtoms on election do
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SCENTS FORTUNE IN ONIONS

Growers in Texas Realize Big Money
from Their Crop

Conservative Estimate Places Yalnc
of Broduct This Year

at 91120000

SlUt Antonio Tex Aug 2L That the
Southwest Texas onion growers have
cleared over MMM on this years crop
te aa estaMtabed fact Divided
among about 600 growers this would
SUM to each of them Many of these
however grow offta only on a smallsoak and tor this reason the big growers
must have done remarkably well toy
ywu

Though the crop was marketed several
weeks ago It is only now possible toget does figures on only SS
per cent of the onion growers belong to
associations these are complete only tothat extent The shipments amount to a
little over ZJOO cars of itO crates each
sold at s ridging from 75 cents to
JLS per er Approximately 1120060
wits received for C crop

The onion industry thwest Texas
dates from MM In the first
onions were raised by Copp of
Cotuna During the next years
onion raising spread Dlmmtt tVsvthe Laredo district and extending down
the Rio Grande Valley reached the
Brownsville country In DOS
melts were sold and during the following
years the shipments increased as Ja
Oesled tt 10 ears 1907 UN
HOE 2m and 1M over im cars

That this seasons crop doubled
as was done last year to due to the futthat the growers were afraid they would
flood the market This years demand
however has been keen enough to war-
rant the pointing of a larger area during
the coming year Onions setting at 7
cents a crate are a profitable investment
while at tt25 they may be considered oa
a par with firstcits gold mining
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REBUILDS OLD HOME

Byrd House at Harrisonburg
Receives Modern Dress

GEN SHERIDAN LIVED IN

Mansion Had Curious Hiding Place
Where Confederate Spies May Have
Learned the Federal Plans ITovr
the New StoneleJgrh Will Look
When rt I Finished

Harrisonburg Va Aug of the
most noteworthy improvements made In
Harrisonburg this year is that nearing
completion by A R Rosenbtrger on
what Is known a the Stoneleigh
Heights addition East Market street
The transformation of the old Byrd
mansion as indicated by the new ex-
terior and what will appear on the In
terior wh n finished within the next few

will be complete
old place with its original acres
of which have already been built

upon is one of Harrisonburxs ancient
and honored landmarks The original
mansion was subtanUally built years

the civil war by the Abraham
Byrd then a man of prominence and
widely known among the people of Rock

County but the building has
lately been so greatly changed in the
remodeling that It can scarcely be
known again as the same old place

Will Have Twenty Rooms
The new building will contain twenty

rooms besides four beautiful bathrooms
and a number of large closets and

and will be fitted throughout with
new windows and doors hardwood casing
and floors and modern Improvements
such as water heating electric lighting
and hot and cold water in every bed-
room

An attractive feature of the place will
be its porches The one to the first floor
will be mre than 150 feet long and from
S to 12 feet wide That on the second
floor Is In front In the middle of the
building extending back into part of the
main body of the house forming an
open room In size 15x90 feet from which
there are beautiful views in different di-

rections of the mountain long
stretches of the Shenandoah Valley

The stone work for the porch railing
and column is made of Dry River rock
laid in cement and is substantial and
artistic to appearance Th Terrazo porch

was put down by the American Mo
Company of Washington D and

is the first floor of the kind made here
Watt Sheridans Headquarters

One historic Mature of the place i
that it was used by Gen Sheridan as
his headquarters on his famous raid
through the Shenandoah Valley during

civil war but whether or not the
old reneral had any knowledge that a
secret tiding place large enough for two
or three men to secrete themselves com
fortably was really in this house and
whether or not two or three Johnny Reba
were in this secret place at the time
and might have captured him is not
now knows but it Is a fact that such
a hiding place was found in the build

served
A pair of soldiers saddle pockets in

perfect condition were also found there
and are in the possession of 3ar Rosen
bsrfer
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POTOMAC

Open Gate to the Palisades
That Splendid Domain Overlooking the Potomac

Bordered by the Conduit Road and Potomac Avenue
Traversed Through Its Center by the

Only and Glen Echo Cars on a 5 f w

Minute Schedule and 5c Fare
Scenery Unsurpassed Healthful Elevation 150 Feet

This Great Property Is Now Subdivided Into
700 Beautiful Building Lots by a c

Corporation Expressly Created to Develop It
Water Gas Sewerage Electric Lighting Graded Streets

Granolithic Sidewalks-

A Picturesque Little Park Are Features
Which Are Changing This Virgin Tract Into Owe

i

of the Finest Subdivisions in the District
POTOMAC HEIGHTS IS NOW OPEN SEE IT

100 Lots Will Be Sold at 15c to 18c Per
Square Foot on Terms to Suit

Buy a Lot and Build at Potomac Heights
Call on or Phone

POTOMAC HEIGHTS LAND COMPANY
J M MAUPIN Manager

417 Colorado Building
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