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KING EDWARD THE ARBITER

Prerogatives of the Crown Moments of Political Crisis

Such as that Nov Existing in England

By EXATTACHE
Nothing contributed moro to dispel the

popular impression to tne offset that
monarchs are mere orna

mental figure heads than the part which
they are over and anon called upon to
play In moments political crisle

The role IB that of arbiter botwoon tho
various factions of parliamentary life
In countries whore tho people havo a
voice in the government the legislature
1 always divided up into a series of
rival camps and the cabinet is usually
recruited from tho one that can com
mand the largest number of supporters
in the lower chamber

Tho sovereign is required by the spir
it and in w mo Instances by the letter
of the constitution to retrain from dl
playing preference for any particular
party beyond cooperating with the or 5

that happens to be in office But
Bions sometImes arise where the cM t
endeavors to take advantage of is T-
OJorlty in the lower houeo of the nation
al legislature to enact measures that are
opposed as unjust and oven as uncon
ytitutlonai by the minority and which
are altogether rejected by the upper
house A deadlock ensue and the

thereupon looks to the sovereign to
find some solution of the problem and
terminate the crisis

It then becomes the monarchs duty
to protect the minority from undue op

by the majority not so much by
Championing their came as by porsuad
Ing the party in to modify their
projects in such a fashion as to refrain
from the appearance of undue oppression
For a king is supposed to have the in
terestn of all his subjects equally at
heart not alone those of any political
party ev n If it be in office and in last
resort it is to him that the minority
look for protection saInt tyranny on
the part of the majority

Such a crisis has now arisen in Eng
land where the Liberals now in control
of the government are taking advantage
of their numerical superiority in the
House of Commons to endeavor to se
cure the inauguration of an altogether
new fiscal system At the time of the
last general election nearly live years
ago the people were kept in the dark
as ti the Intentions of the Liberal lead
era with regard to tho revolutionary
programme of taxation It was only
after the Liberate had defeated at
polls the Unionists until then in power
and had firmly established themselves in
office a couple of years later that they
first propounded the tlacal measures to
which the Asquith administration is
now committed

The people at large therefore have
never yet had an opportunity of giving
expression to their views on tho subject
of the bills devised by the Welshborn
Chancellor of the Exchequer s Lloyd
George and were the bills which rot
propertyowners of their possessions b
means of taxation so onerous as
render them untenable to become law
without further ado it would prove a
dangerous kind of class legislation as
well as a tyrannical abuse of power

While the passage of tho LloydGeorge
bills through the lower house is assured
hy virtue of the Liberal majority there
is not the slightest propect of their
being sanctioned in their present form
by the House of Lords the consent of
which as well as that of the sovereign
is Indispensable in order to convert them
Into laws of the land

The lords insist that measures of so
revolutionary a character as those of
the government should be submitted to
the nation by mesas of a general elec-
tion for an expression of its opinion-
at the polls before being placed on the
statute book

The Liberals are however not content
with this There is considerable reason
to believe that they fear defeat at a

election If it is fought out on tho
plain issue of the merits of the Lloyd
Georgo bills So they threaten in the
event of a general election to include in
their platform not merely their financial
measures but also an oven still more
revolutionary appeal to the people
against the House of Lords as an alleged
obstacle to all progressive legislation
some of the members of the government
even tntimatlng that they would dis-
posed to advocate the complete reorgan
izatlon or failing that the abolition of
the upper house of the national legis
lature

Such action of their part would con-
stitute a direct Incltomont of the masses
against tho classes of tho poor and pen
niless against the owners of property
Tho avowed object of tire LloydGeorge
measures is to tax property owners for
the purpose of providing maintenance for
the poor in tho shape of old age pen-
sions and other equally socialistic
schemes designed to exploit the thrifty
and the useful members of the commu-
nity possessed of vested Interests for
the benefit of the improvident and the
useless

It would be a course pregnant withdanger not only to all tho ancient insti-
tutions of popular government in Eng
land which have served os tho original
model to nearly every other constitution-
al nation in the world but also to the
economic grandeur and Importance of
the British empire tending to drive cap
ital and trade out of the country and
discourage industry-

It might even result in the upsetting
of the throne For in England as in oth-
er countries when tho masses have once
been wrought up by demagogic appeals to
unreasoning passion there is no know
ing where they will stop and the decline
and fall of Great Britain which English
Cassandras arc so fond of predicting
might come not as they prophesy from
foreign invasion but from discord
within

No one is more keenly alive to the
alarming possibilities of tho present sit
uation than Edward VII That is why
ho has taken advantage of his sojourn at
Balmoral to confer with a number of
the leading statesmen of England who
ore not in office And that is why too
after conferring with thorn he on Tues
day last summoned the premier in such
hot haste to his Highland home that Mr
Asquith was compelled to leave tho
House of Commons in the middle of a do
bate and to start north without a mo-
ments delay by special train

It is no secret that the Kings object
is to avoid war between the House of
Lords and the Liberal majority in the
House of Commons and that he is above
all eager to avert any appeal by the Lib-
erals to the masses against the upper
and senior house of tho national legis
lature Tho only way of accomplishing

means of conciliation and
inducing tho Liberals on tho one hand
and the Unionists on tho other as now
represented by the House of Lords since
they aro in a numerical minority in the
lower chamber to consent to mutual con-
cessions

No one is better qualified for this diffi
cult task than King Edward For while
he has been so tactful and discreet
as Prince of Wales and as King that
after the lapse of nearly half a century
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public life no one is able to say
certainty that he leans to one or

the other of the political parties it can-
not be denied that he is in a sense com-
mitted to certain of the least objection-
able phases of the LloydGeorge bills

While still heir apparent ho was ap-
pointed by the late Queen and by her
then premier William Ewart Gladstone
to the membership of a royal commission
appointed to devise some bettor means
for the housing and for tho relief of the
poor It was a commission which was
presided over by Sir Charles Duke and

members the late Cardinal Manning The
then Prince of Wales took a very active
part in the work of the commission at-
tended all Its meetings displayed an ab-
sorbing interest and sympathy in its
task and was among the signers of the

which it finally presented to the
government and to tho Crown

A number of the provisions of that re-
port aro embodied in the LloydGeorge
bills Tho King therefore cannot bo sus-
pected by the Liberals of unduo partisan-
ship against their fiscal programme On
the contrary he is virtually commltteed

certain features thereof Thii does
not however mean that he approves of
all of them Indeed tho very fact that
ho should be endeavoring to induce the
government to make certain concessions
toward the very large Unionist minority

the Commons and the overwhelming
Unionist majority in tho Lords indicates
that there are certain portions of the
LloydGeorge programme which in his
opinion might be omitted at any

the time being
It te understood tfint tho King while

at Balmoral has taKon tho occasion to
point out to tho Marquis of Lansdowne
the Unionist leader in the House qf
Lords to Lord Cowdor Ute former
Unionist lord of tho admiralty and to
the former Liberal premier Lord Rose
bery now an avowed OPPGnent of the
LloydGeorge bills the evils of uncom-
promising hostility to tho measures in
their entirety

They are believed to have become con-
verted to his views during their stays
on the Dee side as his guests and to
have informed him that the Houso of
Lords with the object of averting a
deadlock and of avoiding a constitu-
tional crisis would be willing to pass a
number of the less objectionable clauses
of the LloydGeorge programme if the
government would consent to postpone

consideration of the others until afterappeal had been made to the country
and tho views of the people consulted
about the matter at the polls

If this were done it would remove any
pretext for an appeal by the Liberals to
the masses against the House of Lords
as an obstacle to progressive legislation
The House of Lords would stand before
the as having consented to themajor portion of the bills and as hay
ing merely demanded a popular referen
dum with regard to certain clauses whichthey did not believe had been made out
ficiently clear to the nation at large and
which thay regarded as too

character to be determined by any
parliamentary majority and there

fore to be decided by the people as a
whole

t
may be argued that Premier Asquith

and his colleagues might bo disposed to
turn a deaf oar to these schemes of the
King for an understanding between the
rival political parties But this is Im-

probable For the prime minister and
the members of his administration are

I
had among Its most distinguished
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perfectly aware the King has ample
power to dismiss the cabinet oven though-
it has a majority in the House of Com-
mons

True this has not been done for sev
enty years or more the last occasion be
ing when William IV In 1S84 turned out
the administration of Lord Melborune
which had an enormous majority in the
House of Commons owing to a mere
difference with the then premier about
the selection of successor to a vacant
seat in the cabinet But although great
indignation was expressed at the time
at this action on the part of tho King
which was condemned by the Liberals
and regarded as ill judged by the Con-
servatives no one attempted to deny its
porfect legality

It William IV was thus able for a
mere fad to lawfully put out a ministry
possessed of a majority in tho House of
Commons in tho year 1S34 no change
has since boon made in the British con-
stitution to prevent such a dismissal
which On the authority of tho Right
Hon James Bryce now British Ambas
sador to tire United States as set forth
in an article on Tho powers ot the
Crown in England Is perfectly within
the prerogatives of Edward VII

That is to say if Premier Asquith de-
cllHss to listen to Edward VII and to
consent to a compromise with Lord
Lansdowne and Arthur Balfour the

of the Unionist party the King will
be thoroughly justified in demanding tho
resignation of the cabinet in dissolving
Parliament and in ordering a now gen-
eral election for tho purpose of obtain
ing on tho important issues before tho
country the real opinion of tho people of
Great Britain
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LATEST FASHIONS
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TWO SIMPLE DESIGNS FOR CHILDREN

Paris Pattern Nos 29892560-
All Seams Allowed

Never have tho designers turned out prettier clothes for tho liroe ones ofthe family The girls dress Is especially smart It la made with a broad tuckover tho shoulders which is graduated toward the waistline and stitched itsentire length this tuck meeting the tuck eIther side of the skirt in the fronti
and giving tho effect of a semiprincess dress Tho skirt is attached to thewaist under a narrow belt of tho material and if desired may be made with low
neck and short sleeves The pattern is In 5 sizes 6 to 14 years For a girl of
10 years tho dress requires yards of material 24 Inches wide yards 27
inches wide 2 yards 36 inches wide or 2 yards 42 inches wide

The blouse of this jaunty little boys suit which Is adaptable to serge flannel
pique duck or heavy linen Is made up in tho regulation navy style which haslong seamless shoulders and is slipped on over the head The removable shield
which is nearly always made of white linen regardless of the material of the
cult and tho left sleeve are embroidered in colors and the tie la always of blacksilk The full knickerbockers are gathered about the knees with elastic which
is run through the hemcasing The sleeves are plaited to cuff depth and finishedwith narrow wristbands The pattern is in o sises 4 to 12 years For a boy of
S years the suit requires 4 yards of material 27 Inches wide 2 yards 2 inches
wide or 174 yards 54 inches wide

Washington Herald Pattern Coupon

Name

Address

Size desirtu t
Inn out tlK numbered coupon nnd cut out pattern and inclose withstamps or coin addressed to Pattern Department Washington

Herald Washington D C

t

4 3 4

i

lOc In

Ii

t

Expense of a Seat in
Getting Greater

BUYING HOUSE OF COMMONS

Election Agent Declares that Jf500
u Yenr Is Needed to Retain a Seat
Members Become Mnrku fur
Genteel Grafting Want Corrupt
Practices Act Enforced

London Oct 9 With a general election
staring them in the face membera of
Parliament and wouldbe members are
working overtime In that delicate opera
tion known as nursing their constituen-
cies With a bluntness almost amount
ing to brutality at such a time Dr Lunn
Liberal candidate for Boston Lincoln
shire has publicly declared that ho door
not Intend to shell out as parliamen
tary candidates Bra expected to do and
declines to give subscriptions to local ob
jects in order to ingratiate himself with
his constituency

One can only assume that Dr Lunn
either feels himself very sure of being re
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TAFT SAW GIANT TREES

Mariposa Grove and Yosemite Valley Offered Thrills for

the President

By CHARLES BULIA
Shakespeare makes his banished duke

in the forest of Arden to say
Are set Oxee weed

More free from peril tins the carious

this our life aempt public httmt
Finds toBjww in trees books hi IIi brooks
Bennoas in etoott sod cood fat eraytkUff
I would not ctece it

When President Taft entered the Yo
semite National Park last week he saw
two of the wonders of the world the Mari-
posa Grove of big trees and Yosemite
Valley The park is a domain of thirty
six by fortyeight miles in the heart of
the Sierra Nevada Mountains in Central
eastern California This tract of land
was ceded by Congress in HIM to be held
for public use resprt and recreation and
was managed by commissioners appoint-
ed by tho governor

It was rotroceded to the United States
in 185 The park is guarded every sum
mer Reason by detachments of United
States cavalry The man who would see
Yosemite must rough it Grit and rough
shoes are about the only essentials
When Gin Ewell started for Winchester-
in the Valley of Virginia lila orders wore

You cannot bring tents The road to
glory cannot be followed with much bag-
gage

Our President felt at home in the park
ao many big things are there

The Dig Trees
There is the aiariposa grove of big

trees discovered by Galen Clark in 1857

Clark went to Mariposa County in search
of gold in 1S4 In April 1SS7 he built a
log cabin on the South Fork of the
Morcod River where beautiful Wawona
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Indian for big trees now stands In the
summer of that year ho discovered Ute
big trees Ho opened a trail and built a
log cabin in the grove for the comfort of
visitors This cabin became known as

Hospice
It is c pleasant drive of eight mUGS

from the Wawona Hotel to tho grove of
four miles on the west slope of
the Sierras an altitude of from MOO to
7200 feet There are X Sequoias in tho
two groves The trees were named alter
Soquoiah a Cherokee Indian born In
Alabama about 1770 who prepared an al
phabot and written language for hla
tribe

Tho Sequoia is an evergreen The body
is bare for nearly 109 feet It requires a
much greater quantity of moisture than
other forest trees The foliage is scanty
and tho roots not extensive and it is
thought tho enormous growth is due to
their deep breathing of mountain air The
cones are about the size of a hens egg
It takes two years for the seeds to

and another year before these par
sniplike seeds fall from the cone

There are but few young Sequoias to be
seen in the grove It is because the stir
taco of tho ground is so deeply covered
with the fallen matter and dgad vegett
tion that the seeds seldom get into the
soiL

Symmetrical in Form
Tho average diameter of those Sequoias-

at the base te Rut twenty feet the av
erse height 2J5 feet They are eo aym
metrical in form and height that their
size is deceptive The illusion Is dispelled
when they are measured by some fa
mill r object

Tho President saw Grizzly Giant the
patriarch of the grove which is 104
in circumference at the base U feet 7
inches live feet from the ground end 294
feet in height A limb 80 feet from tho
ground measures twenty and a half feet
in circumference According to the esti-
mate made by the examination of the an
nual ring growth this tree is thought to
be 60GO years old knd contains 1000MO
teat of lumber sufficient to build fifty
sixroom houses

Tho Mariposa was pointed out as the
finest tree in the grove circumference
100 feet height 271 feet President Taft
drove through a tunnel ten feet high
through Wawona tree which has a

of twentyeight feet He saw Fallen
Monarch twentysix feet in diameter and
300 feet long prone upon the earth and
listened to the story of how a sixhorse
stage was photographed on the tree
He also saw trees with familiar names
Washington Lincoln Garfield McKinley
and Hay Grant Sherman Sheridan Lo
gan Robert E Lee and Stonewall

Francis Scott Key Longfellow and
Whittier Admiral Dewey has a tree
named after him the only instance of aivlng man having a Sequoia namesake

Trees Are Old
Who can tell the ages of these trees

examining tho fallen trees it is found
that tho annual ring growth near the
heart numbers ten to tho Inch and near
the outside surface fifty to the inch The
average rate of growth is estimated at-
one inch of diameter for every twelve
years

There is an annual inside growth ot
bark formed in contact with tho new
outside growth of wood The cinnamon
colored bark is from one foot to three
feet in thickness The bark acts as guar
dlan Firo does not reach the heart of
the tree Tho Sequoia has no disease
does not decay cannot bo blown down
has an Irrepressible vitality

One is filled with veneration as
realizes that he stands in the presence
tho oldest living thing on earth Ma-
jestlc old Sequoias tell me were you
allvo when Adam wee put into the

of Eden to dress it and to keep It
Did the winds murmur a requiem among
your branches that dark yet moonlit
night when the lonely homeless
Prophet of Galilee prayed under the olive
trees In Gethsemane Patriarchs of a
peaceful solitude farewell In your ven
erablo presence I bow the head in
ence and wonder if you will
in the Snowy Range when the clock of
time strikes at the last Tho only living
link from the tree of life in Eden to tho
tree of life In the midst of tho paradise
or God
Jfy heart Is awed xrfihln me when I think
Of tho great miracle that sun goes to
In silence round mstho perpcUwl irork
Of thy creation finished yet renewal
Forever Written on thy works I md
The lesson of thy own eternity

Life mocks tho idle bateor his arch enemy Death yea seats himself
Upon the tyrants popnlchre
And of the triumphs of his ghastly foe
Slakes his own nourishment For bo caao forth
From thine own boeom and shall hare BO end
Thero hATe been holy men who hid themiehea
Deep in tho woody wilderness and rare
Their lires to thought and prayw till they outlived
The generation born with them nor seemed
Less aced than thIS hoary trees and rocks
Around them and them hare been holy oxen
Who deemed it were not well to peas life thnsj
But let mo often to theso solitudes
Retire and in thy prcsenca reassure
My feeble VIrtue

Lantern Slides Rotate
A new electrically operated advertising

device rotates lantern slides before a
selfcentering arc light so that the

ore projected upon a ground
glass screen from which all light ex-
cept that coming from the arc Is ex-
cluded

Keep Still
Prom the New York Times

The span who has the greatest com-
mand of language Is the one who knows
when to
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turned for Boston or does not put tho
value of a seat in tho House of Commons
at the figure at which it is usually as-

sessed Of course votes and seats aro no
longer bought and sold in the good old
way Probably in no country in the
world are the laws against bribery and
corruption moro strict or more rigidly en
forced than in this A parliamentary can-

didate and his agents and canvassers
must keep an Argus watch on every
penny they spend The purchase of one
small pint of beer may mean ruin To
hire a carriage or automobile to convey
the Independent voter to tho ROll would
moan the los of tho seat

Many Buy Their
It Is all beautifully pure and none

doubts that only an insignificant per-

centage of the ffTO gontlemaHwho make-

up his majestys commons have in the
slightest way broken or even bent the
stringent laws against bribery and cor-

ruption All the same the great ma
jority of them have bought their seats
and keep on paying for them In good
hard cash Nursing a constituency is
only another way of buying it

A few weeks ago Sir Goorge Kotsawteh
M P for Exeter complained that what
a great many constituencies seemed to
require was not so much a representative
as a relieving officer

It is not only charities grumbled a
Conservative candidate the other day
but I am expected to support every kind

of social organization football and
cricket clubs smoking concerts swftn
ming matches dances for the young and
dinners for the aged

I have a shrewd suspicion that some
of tho associations for this that and
the other which demand subscriptions
aro simply got up for the purpose of
blackmailing me If live individuals ask

a sovereign each and I she it to
them both they and I are liable to be
prosecuted and punished But if those
five individuate form a society and ax

from me a subscription of f no
Illegal act to committed

On the average says an election
agent a candidate Is required to spend

M a year But many members after
they have been elected are obliged If
they want to keep their seats to

twice or thrice that amount
Base Hopes on Money

A writer in the current number of the
Fortnightly takes up the same question
Ho declares that the Conservatives are
the greatest offenders and urges them

their ways A Conservative hint
says the Conservatives believe

in money the Liberals believe in brains
He too assesses the average of a

at 508 a year sad urges
can and will give the money are few

and not of a kind to increase the ef-

ficiency of the Conservative party in the
House He cites one coutety where all
the divisions are perfectly safe Conserva-
tive seats but in none of them will the
Conservative Association even consider
the name of a candidate who will not
pledge himself to spend 1001 a year

So far from merely railing at the power
of money in the Conservative party the
writer deplores the fact that the Con-

servatives will not use their enormous
money power in a scientific manner The
present system of selecting animated
checkbooks as candidates doae not bring
representatives of the untapped
in the Tory party into the
b proved by the enormous disproportion
between the Conservative Intellect in the
country and in the House of Commons
He writes

I do not think that a Radical would
deny that threefourths of th educated
intelligence of the nation are
tlve Take the squires
men doctors engineers merchants finan-
ciers authors artists journalists profes-
sors and men of science will any one
deny that 7i per cent of these people are
Conservatives Loss than a fourth of the

House of te Consorva
tin and of that doubtful 1C

per COat can bo as men of
real political ability t

Would Provide
His plan for the

his country ia a simple one Conserva
lives are rich Let and woman
of them with 1 subscribe 1

those with 600 a year 10 shillings and
those with 260 a year 5 shillings and a
central political fund of 1600000 would

being spent In 800 constituencies beyond
and from the candidates expendi-
ture an income properly admln
ietered would sweep the board

It is admitted that there would of
be some difficulty in avoiding the
practices act by keeping the ox

pendlture apart from and unconnected
with the candidate or the Conservative
Association But this could bo over-
come Then 600 constituencies could be
bought at the price of 100000 sterling
per annum rather more than they cost
now but they would be represented by
900 intelligent Conservatives and every
thing would remain pure and uncorrupt
as it is

ST PETERS WILL BE SEPAVED

Each Old Stone Will lie Replaced
with Similar One

Rome Oct Important work In St
Piters has just been begun and will oc-
cupy ten years It Is the repaying
of edifice which the feet of the
crowds visiting it during centuries suc
coeding havo worn away It is estimated
that it will cost about 0000 to restore
the 12000 square meters of pavement

and this only represents about one
halt the total

The be a work of pa-
tience for it is Intended to supply tinplace of each old stone with ono precisely
similar But it is here that the difficulty
presents itself Where are the marbles
to bo obtained

Many of the species used for the orlg
thai pavement are no longer obtainable
They came from the ancient
Pies from the columns and
burled In the earth and today such flnds
aro very rare Nevertheless the Chapter
of SL Peters has been able to acquire
some of those marbles The remain
ing portions will save to be sought from
the quarries of Czrrara

USES AUTOMOBILES

Itnlya Ruler Abandons Horses nnd
Carriages

Rome Oct King of Italy has
practically abandoned horses and car

except for state occasions and
exclusive use of automobiles He

is reported to have given three reasons
why he prefers motoring to driving

The first Is that motoring affords him a
great deal of liberty and prevents him
being recognized Second It enables him
to run away from the police escort which
follows him everywhere for protection
Tho third reason and undoubtedly the
most important is that motoring is safer
and diminishes the risk of anarchist at-
tempts Ho Is convinced that had his
father used an automobile instead of a
carriage he would not have been as-
sassinated

King Humbert like his son hated to be
followed by a police escort Tho present
King unlike his lather does not neglect
precautions for his than
to the police he trusts to his automobile

Tho Thief of Time
Front the Clerriand Lcadar

Teacher Johnny what Is the meaning
of the word procrastinate

Pupil To put Oft
Use it in an original

sentence
Pupil The brakeman proscrantinatcd

the tramp from the

for

tort

dist-

ribute

t-
ome

rot
let

tat

COIr

Comm

U-be
Fund

ever

put P which of

apt

today

9An

abut

dam-
aged

surface

Roma

rare

9The

rages

but

TeacherRight

ta-
t

I

c

Seats

resent

f

e would allow UOi

KING

safety rant e

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

<

AND THEIR HISTORY

No 14

MY OLD KENTUCKY HOME
STEPHEN COLLINS FOSTER

The sun shines bright in the old Kentucky nome
11s summit the darkies are gay

The corntops ripe and the In the bloom
White the birds make day

The young folks roll on the little cabin flBbr
All morry all happy and bright

Bylnby hard times akaocklnf at the door
my old Kentucky Home goodnightl-

x CHORUS

Weep ao my lady on weep no more today
We will sing one song for th old Kentucky

Per the old Kentucky House fir sway
They hunt no more for the posourn and the coon j

On the meadow the kill and te shore
They sing no more by glummer of the

Oa the bench by uie 9ld cabin door
The day goes by like a shadow oer the heart

With Borrow where all was delicrht
The time has come when the darkies leave to part

Then my old Kentucky Home goodnight
The head must bow and the back will have to bond

Whenever the darkey may go
A few Ttore days aad the trouble all win end

la Ut fluid where the sugarcanes grow
A few more days for to tote the weary load

No matter twill never be light
A few more days till we totter on the road

Then my old Keatueky Howe goodnight
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In tho entire galaxy of songs
Jtptrtt of the Southland

there i none of then
than My Old Kentucky

nor nose that to surer of a looter
lease of life Its popularity Is not
confined to any o section of toe
country but is universal and few
American songs have been so

received the world over In
overy civilized country on the globe
1y Old Kentucky Home has been
song and so general has been its
popularity that it te recognised

Its author was Stephen Collins Pea
tee who has given to our musical
literature more songs that have be-

come popular than eome from
Lily other American loading
among which are Uncle Xed

Way Down Upon the Suwanee
River Old Dog Tray Massas
in the Cold CoCd Ground Old
Black Joe O Susannah Gentle
Annie Ac

My Old Kentucky Home was
written by Foster while he and his
sister were aa a visit to Judge John
Rowan a short distance east of
Bardstown Ky Judge Rowan was
born In the western part of Penn-
sylvania in 177S and his family
wore neighbors and of the

of the song
young Foster and his

eistor were Invited to visit the Row-
an plantation which was typical
Blue Grass home of an eminent
jurist of Kentucky who later had
the honor of having ono of the
counties of that State named after
himThe exact date of the writing of
the song has been given but
It was among earliest offoru
Like all wellkept Southern homes
before the war the house sad
grounds were always In firstclass
condition and the fields that
spread in every must have

wonderful effect on th naiad
Foster Being of a sympa-

thetic and lovable disposition he
took much interest ia everything

him and especially so In the
of which the judge had a

large number
One bright morning it is related

while the slaves were at in the
corn fields aad singing
plantation songs at their work
young Foster aad his sister wen
dered out upon the lawn e

homestead From a rustic
upon which they seated

themselves they could command a
fine view of the plantation The
Run was shining the cool Southern
wind was waring the golden grain
The trees all were in their
best of foliage about were
the mocking birds warbling their
dulcet notes The mellow song of
the thrush added to the music of
the scene and altogether It was an
ideal day for an inspiration such as
came to Foster for the writing of
his My Old Kent ky Home

A number of small negrft children
were playing about the place Fos-
ter was very observant of

that was going on about him
and es was his habit he never was
without pencil and paper He had
received a good public school edu
cation and had devoted much time
to the study of music He had
learned unaided to play on the
flageolet and thrummed tho guitar
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WOMENS LEGAL STATUS

Clay Tablets Show that Dowry Wns
Known CCO B O

London Oct the Babylonian
clay tablets in the British Museum are
two which throws light on the legal
status of women in ancient Babylonia
and show that the married womans prop-
erty act was in force in that country-
as early B C 6W53S

The proceedings to which theso docu-
ments voter were taken by a woman
against her brotherinlaw to regain pos-

session of certain property left her by har
Husband The facts of the case were that
a man from Babylon had married a wom-
an from Borslppa and with the money
of her dowry he had bought an estate
After a few years they adopted a
and shortly after this the husband mort
gaged the estate

Ho died leaving it mortgaged and then
tho husbands brother wanted tr claim it
The woman took her case to tho court at
Borslppa but it was beyond their June
diction so it was referred to the High
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The judge examined the documents
relating to the case and decided that as
tho property was the husbands the
widow could have It on paying oft the
mortgage and that the husbands brother
had no claim Eventually the estate
would be tho property of the adopted
son

It is interesting to note that it is dis
tinctly stated that the lady pleaded her
own case without the assistance of a
scribe lawyer and judgment was
jdven her In favor
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aad banjo as an accompaniment to
ditties of his own composition

vxsithtg out his paper and pencil
he set to work idly jotting down
notes that came to him and words
to At them little dreameiag that

arranging One of the most
beautiful songs ever written
a he had finished the first
verse Ills sister who had been
engaged ia reading a book stopped
for a time to look over the penciled
paP and being the possessor of a
sweet sad sympathetic voice she
began to hum the melody

When she had finished Foster was
much pleased with his effort and
his sister so enthusiastic over tho
song that she persuaded him to
continue while she resumed reading
Ia a short time Foster b d com-
pleted a second verse sad this he
himself sang to his sister as he was

the possessor of a good sinking
voice of tfce bus Quality

Ho then set to work upon the last
la the meantime the darkles

were returning from work They
were laying aside their rakes and
hoes The little tots ran out to
meet them and coWing back went
bobbing about the sheltering trees
with the black mammies peeping
from behind the corners of the
house watching so that they would
not overstep the bounds of propri-
ety expected of them

It was these darkies these picka
xuaniee and the other accessories
to the seen which gave Foster the
inspiration for his third verse And
it II needless to say with such
material he was able to find
sequel to the other two verses with
little difficulty Alter it was fin-
ished both brother and sister sang
the third verse and then together
after Inviting the colored people to
come sad hear his effort the three
verses were sun to them

As the song was finished it s
said tears flowed down the ed peo
ples cheeks the children crept
from their hiding places behind the
trees their faces wreathed In
cmlies and even tho mocking birds
flitted shunt the trees chirping aa If
to joia in the melody

Foster wrote both the words and
music of aU his songs His method
of composition was to jot down
melody as it came to him and
thereafter to invent suitable words
He adhered to simple chords for ac-
companiments and kept the airs
within the range of ordinary voices
The subjects appeal to homo life
and popular taste and the versifica-
tion is smooth and musicaL His
negro ditties are characterized by
archness humor and unusual re-
finement He was born Jn Pitta
burg on July 4 1S2C and died in
New York City on January IS 1S 4
He was a man of culture familiar
with the French and German lan-
guages and respectable artist in
water colors

The old Kentucky homo of the
Rowans has had lots of attention
brought to it through its
boost the scene of tho writing of this
beautiful song Since the death of
Foster an imposing monument has
been erected to his memory but no
shafts of marble however delicate
ly chlsseled or wonderfully built
can be more enduring than this
one of the many musical legacies bo
has left Old Kentucky
Home

QUEENS HEALTH IMPROVED

Visit to Norway and Denmark
Beneficial to Alexandra

London Oct 9 Those who have seen
Queen Alexandra lately say that her health
has been materially improved by her visit
to Norway and Denmark and it is hoped
that before she returns to England she
wilt have entirely thrown off
vorable symptoms that manifested them-
selves toward the close of tho London
season the fatigues of which were too
much for her Indeed there was forsome days fear of a serious nervous
breakdown which has now happily passedaway

The Queen who will be sixtyflvo years
old on December 1 next is now in bettergeneral health then she has been for a
long time In future hr duties during
the London season are to be lightened
There is talk of cutting down the number
of courts and other state functions nextyear while the Princess of Wales andthe Duchess of Connaught will undertakemany duties that have been carried outby the Queen in the past
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Possibly
Fn Ua DeMaeatar

A friend of a little fiveyearold boy was
trying to interest him in tho robin Sh
asked him if be had ever seen a roBInpull and pull at a stubborn worm untilthe bird lout its balance With an im-agination as bright and as glowing as
fire for an abeurd situation the child
8Si l Yes and if it turned somersaultthere might be another worm
of it
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