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CANNONISM.

The shortcomings of Congress can no
longer up to
That bugaboo disappears. With it goes

be charged Cannonism,
an issue that promised to be potential In
the approaching campalgn.

Cannonism was a term to conjurs with.
it has been heid
blamable for about all the {lls, real and

Never clearly defined,

fancied that afflict the American people
to-day.
High
equitable operation of
Unfair

cost of living—Cannonism,
the new

discrimination

In-
tariff—
Cannonism, in
railroad rates—Cannonism,
growth of the trusts—Cannonism, Delay
in carrying into effect the Roosevelt pol-
icies—Cannonism. Failure of Podunk to
get a new post-office. building—Cannen-
All

come to be chargeable in the public mind

ism.

to that undefined thing—Cannonism.

The setback of the Speaker undoubtedly
is
and

to the

Only

responsive sentiment of press

country a protest of formi-
magnitude could have led the so-
of the

of breaking with party

dable

called insurgents the House to

extreme their

and allving themselves openly with their

political foes to effect a change,
Difficulties will

innumerable be

countered in putting this changed syvs-
tem of FHouse government into opera-
tion—natural difficulties, Tt is a big. un-
wieldy hody this popular legislative
branch, and even minor changes in fits|
methods and order of procedure are|
not easily effected. Politics cannot be
kept down. Personal grievances will per-
sistently seek a vent. But the House, as

Continued |

these things and more havs!

a whole, owes it to the country now to
proceed coolly and patriotically to the!
transaction of the country's legislative
business without undue delay.

The fact is demonstrated that the ma- | regardless of the fac

jority rules,

substantial majority—has voted for

change in system.

lars cannot afford to become obstruction- | Vo¢iferous form. It seems to constitute

ists,. We do not belleve they will. The
thought that the remainder of the session
is to be marked by chaotic conditions
that will permit only of the passages of
the appropriation bills and adjournment—
such a thought Is unworthy to be enter-
tained. Give the new system a chance.
The country is watching Congress more
closely than ever before.
dependence

is wholesome.

A spirit of in-
It
It calls for statesman-
sghip, not partisanship.

is manifest everywhere,
Regulars, insur-
gents, Democrats, all alike, should heed
that ecall

To those Representatives of both the
majority and the minority sldes whose
seats have not been in peril, who have
no clamorous constituents to deal with
and no personal or poiltical wrongs to
redress, but who, prompted by highest
motives, have for yvears been working for
a change in the system of House govern-
ment in an honest, well-grounded belief
that it would redound the general
good—to these, this newspaper tenders
its felicitations and a renewed expression
{ts esteem. They have fought a
worthy fight, and the credit, if enduring
credit come, belongs te them.

Of the ultimate political results of what
has been accomplished, nobody can tell
One man’'s opinion on this noint is as
good as another’s. Ours—well, we do not
conslder it worth putting in type.

to

of

Keeping a Secret.

Village gossip has so often been pre-
sented as one of the characteristic fea-
tures of American life as to create the
impression that we are a nation of
scandal mongers. We have been told
that no three can keep a secret; that
rumors are circulated to gratify an appe-
tite for some morsel which has evil as
fts aim or intent, and whick is sure to
injure some person.

While we may relish tales which should
never be told, we have, on the whole, a
sense of honor that places us far above
the position the pessimist would give us.
A most striking example of thiz is seen
fn the report from a little California
village where live the parents of Mrs.
Cornelia Botkin. This woman died in
prison, where she was sentenced for life
for having sent poisoned candy to Mrs.
Dunning a decade ago. A few days ago
{ e body was brought home to be laid
away in the village burial ground.

The aged parents mourned their loss,
unconscious of the fact that the departed
had been a convict for years. The neigh-
bors eame and brought flowers and saw
the grief of the parents, but the tears
were not for a eriminal, but for a worthy
child. The body was laid in the grave.
and the parents live on still in ignorance

A majority of the House—a | tion is intended as a mark
a 1 and is no less a form of rebellion than if |

The Republican rezn-i it were manifest in more tangible mul;“m

{
i
|
|

no less striking because of its |

: v 3 2 : !

| noiselessness. There is a difficulty in ;
reaching the culprits, because no mid-!

I EE———————

was brought from a penitentlary. Buf
every man, woman, and child in the vik
lags knows the truth. They have known
it for years, ¥et not a whisper has ever
reached the ears of the parenls,

This is’ keeping a secret in the truest
sense. The villagers have read with
interest the progress of the case, . from
the time of Mrs. Botkin's arrest until
her conviction, and now her death. But
in all these yvears the name has never
been spoken in the hearing of the aged
pair, who know that a crime was com-
mitted, but who were always told the
prisoner's name was Dunning. The par-
ents believed their daughter was the vie-
tim of the candy plet, and that she re-
covered from the effects of the poison,

“Uncle Joe" that Was and Is.

The Indianapolis Star, which, if not an
insurgent Republican newspaper, daily
gives aid and comfort to the enemy, had
this to say on Friday in anticipation of
what has come about in the House:

" ‘Unele Joe's" power is passing: and when it is
gone there will be a great reversion of popular feel-
g in his favor. Men who now berate him for his
misuse of power will say that Mr, Cannon bever
descrved all the mean things the pers said about
him. And they will be partly rigit, for he has ex-
ercised no power but that conferved upon bhim in
open House by majority rule; and while no causé
of civie rightecusness has ever enchaified his imagi-
nation or stiffened the muscles of his gavel hand,
at least he is no hypocrite,”

More than this meed of pralse may be
given “Uncle Joe,” all fairness and
justice, and will be given him, now that
he is shorn of power. No risk of reputa-
tion & prophet involved in the
prediction that he will immediately be-
come tenfoid popular with
imaginary horns removed,

He is no hypocrite, no dissembler, ns
trimmer — just plain, straightforward
“Uncle Joe,” whether in or out of the
Speaker's chair. So he has ever been
since he entered publie life. The coun-
try likes such a man. It cannot help
liking him. Tt is the system he repre-
sented as Speaker that the country has
come to dislike,

The most notable phase of thizs ex-
traordinary episode In Congres:, as af-
|fecting “Uncle Joe's” personality, Is
ithat the change of mind began even be-
fore the decisive vote was taken.

After all, the American public and the
American press usually succeed In being
fair in their measurement of American
statesmen

in

as is

more his

Silence at Annapolis.
It is assuredly an ingenious circumven-
tion of discipline in which the midship-

men at the Naval Academy have been
“engaged,” if an active verb can be ap- |
plied to such passivity. Dispatches from

Annapolis have, in the last few

reported a peculiar form

months,
of rebuke ad-
ministered by the midshipmen upon an

unpopular officer, or some one in author-

ity who has incurred the displeasure of |
the young men under instruction. This!
takes the form of a “silence” which |

operates in no devious way its wonders
to perform. The midshipmen in the pres-
of the boycotted officer at mealtime |

mainiain ameong themselves a striet

ence
8i-
The absence of the sociability of
the table must be appalling to the officer
who realizes that he is the object of this |

!
lence |

tribute,

shipman may be punished for choosing
to refrain from conversation at his meals,

ot that the demonstra-
of disapproval, |

a delicate problem, fraught with much
danger to those who undertake to cope
with it, as responsible for the mainte-
nance of obedience on the part of mid- |
shipmen. 1t is one of the traditions of
the Naval Academy that an officer who
was subjected to this punishment upen
one occasion ordered the midshipmen
away from thelr tables without giving
them an opportunity to satisfy the hun-
ger of youth; and it proved to be an ef-
fective correction, which was a retalia-
tion in kind with what may be called
gastronomic vengeance. Pérhaps the of-
ficer who encounters this form of rebel-
lion feels at a disadvantage and that he
must make the best of a difficuit proposi-
tion.

These occurrences at Annapolis have
their serious side; they must have some
gignificance. A body of young men, sev-
eral hundred in number, whe can be in-
duced to keep silent for any specified
period would seem to have some justifica-
tion, else no such success would attend
the project. There must be unanimity of
disapproval In order to gain any such
unity of purpose and achievement. There
have been intimations that the adminis-
tration of the Naval Academy Is too
gtriet, but no importance need attach to
such an assertion when it is made, as it
has been made, by those former midship-
men who have been expelled for {napti-
tude and other disqualifications. Thera
is no reason why there should not be
reasonably strict rules to govern the mid-
shipmen in their studies and personal
behavior. But, on the other hand, it
ought not to be a difficult matter to se-
lect officers who shall exercise thelr au-
thority without leading to such exam-
ples of defiance of order as have been
recorded lately in these “silences” of the
midshipmen.

No monster “welcome home” is being
prepared for Mr. Bryan this time, Pre-
sumably, Mr. Bryan's friends are in no
mood to furnish the occasion for the pro-
mulgation of another paramopnt issue
akin to the government ow rship of
railroads idea.

If Mr. Roosevelit noticed that the Nile
wes running up hill, he may have
thought it was merely a part of the cele-
bration.

If Washington were located in Georgia
to-day, it would be the unanimous opin-
ion of the people that something hot had
broken loose.

We confess that “Little Joe” Brown ap-
peals to us much more convincingly in
his familiar role of “Jack, the Giant
Killer,” than he does as an authority on
north pole exploration.

“Why doesn’t some one trot out a
Japanese jingo and alarmist of the siza
and weight of ex-Secretary Shaw and let
the two fight it to & finish?” inquires the

+ thing to do with the cancellation of those

| From the Atlanta Joumal

THE
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are an extremely poiite people, and it Is
just possible that the question may em-
barrass them.

“Tt is the beginning of the end of Can-
nonism,” says the Newark Star, What-
ever that is,

Some person recently referred to Mr.
David Graham Phillips as “The Balzac
of America.” 1If this person was merely
seeking (o hand one to Balzac, he might
have accomplished his purpose much
more happlly by designating Balzac as
the David Graham Phiilips of his day.

Stlll, “a small but select’’ audience in
Knoxville, another in Chattanooga, and
another in Atlanta may have had some-

remaining Southérn Peary dates.

The House of Representatives of the
Congress of the Unlted States, ladies
and gentlemen! It does not know where
it i1s going, but it is on fts way, all
right!

It is hard to stand pat, of course, when
the steam roller insists upoa running
over you.

“The Democrats have the next House
of Representatives won, hands down,”
Bays a contemporary. The great Demo-
cratic specialty is having elections won
six months ahead of election day, of
course,

The Benate could do practically any
old thing nowadays, and no one would
notice it at all.

“The Washington Herald was not
many days off In calling our comman-
dant ‘Admiral Marshall,’ "' comments the
Norfolk Landmark. Good! We some-
how felt—perhaps Instinctively—that so
level-headed ' an officer surely ought to
be an admiral,

“King Edward has a cold,” savs a
cable. Perhaps this was flashed across
in order that some of the snobs on this
side might lose no time sneezing.

Cotton flour? “‘Chewing the rag” may
yet come to have a literal, no less than
@ figurative, meaning!

The Democratic minority and the “in-

surgent’’ Republicans having yoked
themselves together and started down
hill, we shall not be surprised if the

head-us-off-darn-our-fool-souls cry is
heard long before they reach the bottom.

Mr. Roosevelt and Judge Alton B. Par-
ker are scheduled to be In Paris at the
same time soon. However, it is not stated
that the judge will attend the colonel's
forthcoming lecture.

It is going to be rare fun out on Cap-
itol Hill—while it lasts, perhaps,

“Ambassador Bryce has protested to
the government about something,” says
the Fhiladeiphia Iedger. The govern-
ment probably is too busy with its other
troubles to notice, just at this time: but
we have doubt the Ambassador
quite right about it, whatever It !s.

ne is

CHAT OF THE FORUM.

In Short.
From the Boston Transeript,

Roosevelt can have Elbg, but Waterioo is Can-
non's,

A Word of Hope,
Let Peary and the others have hope. They have
at last started a memorial for Chnistopber Columbus.

War with Japan?
From the Baltimore American,

Never!

Mr. Fairbanks sars there is no danger of war with
Japan. For this relief from fingoism, much thanks!

A Southern View,
From the Atlanta Constitution,
It is valn for Parson Taft to preach to his party,
There are sinners who have sinned bevond redemp-

Work Along a Different Line,
From the Kansas City Times
The defenders of the recent tariff revision scem
not to have heard the explosion of the theory that
a le well stuck to is as good as the truth,

What Confronts Mr, Ballinger,
From the Chicago Record-Herald

What confronts Mr. Bailinger is not a nebuions
theory, but a troublesome condition of publie senti-
ment. And it will be made worse by trusulent
methods, The sadministration should understand
that they ean lead only to disorganization and a
dismal wreck
" What Is Life Without Trusts?
From the Louisville Courier-Journal,

An opera trust, a motor trust, an oil trust. a
leather frust, a button trust, a laundry trust, a
labor trust, a clothing trust, a packing trust, and
every sort of whacking trust! A hunt, a hunger,
and & lust for coins blazoned with “In God We
Trust.” And this is life!

Strong Arguments for Statehood.
From the Des Moines Capital,

Arizona and New Mexioo are once more clamoring
loudly to eome into the Union. Arizona has the
largest divorce colony in the United States, and
New Mexico can raise more cactus and sagebrush
per acre than any other Commonwealth Besides,
they make a boast of other features. et them in.

The Hon. “Pete’s” Sad Plight,
From the New York Tribune.

It must fill the soul of the Hon, *“Pete” Hep-
burn with chagrin to think that he missed election
to the only House of Representatives which in his
time has seriously undertaken to discipline the
Bpeaker and to relax the severity of the House code
of rules. He would have plunged with the greatest
relish into the thick of the fray at Washington. As
it is, he must look on while others lead the attack

for which in earlier Congresses his caustic individual
Agitation paved the way,

There's a freshness to the broezes,
And a new wermth to the sir.
There's a sweetness to the suniight,
And earth smells are everywhepe,

Every day of Gooding sunshine
Bends its glory through my soul,
Sweeping winter’s gloomy cobwebs
With it, as the surges roil.
Something sends my blood a-leaping,
Something takes away the load:
And my hungry heart is longing,
Longing for the Opos Road.

I can sec the dew of morning
On the buitercups and grass.

I can smell the wordrous sweetness
As the clover breezes pass.

I can hear the crowing roosters,
As the darkness fades away;

Feel the surge of youth and power,
As T greet the new-bomn day.

Calling, calling, *You are welcome
Where the Open Road is long.”

Aud my heart, with eager longing,
Tugs and strains to be away;

Yearns to see the rosdsido maples,
Where the Long Road winds away.

And my hungry fancy pictures,
Cloudless skies and dancing streams,

otrli.M that the Ledy of their child| Richmond News- Leader. The Jspaness
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A LITTLE NONSENSE,

GIRL AUTHORS,
The girlie-girlie author,
She has a lot of fears,
She loves to write
In phrases trite
About the flood of years,

8he's always gazing backward,
Her memories are vast,
With eyes of brown
She looks adown
The vista of the past.

The girlie-girlie author
Is oniy twenty-two;
A youthful miss
To reminisce—
But that's the way they do.

A Big Production,

“I guess the mother-in-law jJoke is dead
beyond recall.”

“Nix. A popular star is geing to ap-
pear next season in a grand revival of
the mother-in-law joke, with gorgeous
scenery and some special music.”

Happens Occasionally,
“I saw it again yesterday.”
“S8aw what?”
“S8aw a woman shut a street car door.
The last time I saw that occur was in
1895."

A Useful Fowl,
“Why don't you get rid of that hen?
She never lays.”
“Well, she is an incegsant cackler, and

thus keeps the other hens at a high
mark."
in March.
The man in the street,

By the way,
Seeg some hosiery neat
On display.
A Mental Tonie,

“T have discovered a new dramatist,
Just accepted a society play written by
a drug clerk.”

“Well, well!
one dollar.”

One hundred epigrames,

The Proper Reward,

“He saved my life,”” declared the mil-
lionaire. “Hand me a fountain pen,
somebody.”

“Going to make out a check?”

“No; going to indorse him for a Car-
negie medal.”

A Wealthy Dinner.
“It was a neat idea.”
“What did she do?”
“Had the ice cream molded to look like
individual pork chops.”

R -

NEWSPAPER ENGLISH.

Veteran Reporter Takes Occasion to
Roast Some Ordinary Specimens,

From the Editor and Publisiher

Albert L. Blair, a veteran newspaper
man of Brooklyn, recently entertained the
Business Men's Assoclation of Bridgéport,
Conn., with a description of the Inside
workings of the npewspaper. During his
talk he discussed different phases of
profession, which he declared is one of
high calling and second only to the min-
istry and pedagogy. The reported, he
said is a necessary nuisance, and is the
man who really makes the paper, Many
specimens of newspaper Englizsh came in
for a grillingg Among them was the
word “gutted.” which he sald happened
to every house which had caught fire. He
sald this word had no place In a clean
and up-to-date newspaper. He also asked

why it was that there were so few “fires™”
in newspapers, why they were always
“econflagrations.” He wished that some

reporter would say that a eriminal “broke
sideways" any other than “down”
when he confessed. He always breaks
“down,” sald the speaker. Again, a
man never “says a thing n“%’.’lda)‘ﬁ. he
declared. He “makes a statement,” he
“states.” The bride always ‘‘comes in
on the arm’ of her father or somebody
eise. 1 consider that a great feat, he
declared, “to be able to carry a woman
on one’s arm. i is second only to the
feat of Byron, who sald he stood on the
Bridge of Sighs in Venice with a palace
‘on’ one hand and a prison ‘on’ the other,
Byron was a poet and an athlete, so I
belfeve he did what he said.” Aneother
one is the “inclemency” of the weather.
At a banguet there is always a “bounte-
ous repast to which full justice was
done.” Whenever I read anything like
that T can hear a lot of people in a hall
gobbling wup food. All after-dinner
speeches are of course “post-prandial.”
Evidence Can Be Fabricated,
From the Bombay Gazette.

In a case in one of our Indlan courts
a jury had before It evidence that could
not be in any way shaken. When the
concluding stage had been reached the
following interchange of conversation
taok piace between the judge and his
colleagues in the administration of jus.
tice:

“Gentlemen, are you ready to give your
verdict?”

“Yes.”

“What is your verdict?

“Our answer is, sir, that vou ecan do
88 you like with the men that have
confessed, but we acquit all the rest.”
“But s it possible that you have
weighed the evidence?”

“Evidence like this can always be fab-
ricated.”

“Do you find that as regards these
prisoners it has been fabricated "
“Evidence can be fabricated.”

“So0 the evidence is untrustworthy 2"
*“Unless a man confesses, who can tell
he is guilty 2"

Economie Value of Babies,
From the New York American.

In spite of high food prices, our national
baby erop promises to be a record-break-
er. Based on figures compiled by a Bos-
ton economist, its value for 1910 will be
$4,587,000,000, These figures represent,- ap-
proximately, of course, the economic
value to the United States based on po-
tential productive capacity of the 2,500,000
babies which it is calculated will consti-
tute this year's crop. This makes each
Six-pound youngster worth about $2,173,
or $382 a pound.

While New York State can lay claim to
producing one-tenth of the last year's
baby crop, it cannot wear the laurels for
the greatest increase per 1,000 population.
North Dakota heads that list, with 385
births, and New Hampshire ends it, with
17.6. The figures show that the West is
the best country for the baby, as it is for
the corn crop.

Couldn’t if He Wonld,

From the Chicago News, .
Shortleigh—I say, old man, can you
lend me $107?

Longham—Impossible. IT've tried to
lend you money several times, but you
always seem to look upon it as a gift.

g Tnexplicable,
From the Philadelphia Public Ledger.
A waiter in one of the swell restaurants
of New York testified in court that his
tips did not amount to more than $15 or
$20 a month. No arrest followed. Is per-

lht"
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PEOPLE ANDTHINGS.

A Motion Picture Fake,

There is a film whicly has [ately been
sent out all over the country that marks
the climax in ihe art of motior picture
faking. It is go cleverly done, however,
that the chances are not one man in a
thousand who sees it will have the least
fdea how it was done. It represents the
flight of the children of Israel, and gives
the scene where Moges waved hig wand
and the Red Sea parted. The man who
took the picture spent twelve hours on
the Red Sea section of it alone, says the
New York Evening Post, He singled out
a spot on the shore of Long Island where
there was a sandbar which was out of

vater at low tide, and under water at
high, He started at high tide, gnd took,
say, a score of pletures of the sea as It
looked then. After fifteen minutes, he
reeled off another twenty, and fifteen min-
utes later he did the same. Thus at the
end of six hours he had a film showing
the changes for every quarter of an hour.
At the end of that time the tide had
receded so that the sandbar could be seen.
Then he called in thie supers and had
them walk across the bar while he took
their pleture, That was only half of the
work. later in the day, when the tide
began to rise, he returned ang began
again 10 take a few pletures every fifteen
minutes. At the end of six hours the
water had risen to where It was when he
began. He had some goubt as to how the
film would come out; he didn't know
whether the tide, when photographed that
way, would give the desired effect of a
sea parting and then closing up again.
But it did. There was never a film that
looked more lifelike and wonderful. The
waves seem to rush apart for a minute
and then back again, just as described in
the Bible.

An Old Statue,

Much interest is being taken in the
beautiful bronze statue of Lueilli, which
King Edward had brought to Bucking-
ham Palace recently. Recovered from
Lake Nemi, near Rome, the statue is said
to have been one of the treasures on
board the famous gallery of Tiberius,
which, for safety, was sunk when Rome
was attacked. It stands about three feet
in height and is of remarkable beauty
Now, nearly 2,000 years old, the statue
was for & time housed In a small
Italian museum, the contents of
which were recently disposed of, and by
a circuitous route it finally landed in
its present resting place. The statue is
supposed to be a representation of the
beautiful young sister of the Roman
Emperor Caligula dressed in the flowing
robe peculiar to anclent Rome. Her
hair arranged with fillets or golden
bands, after the fashion of the Venus de
Milo, and about her neck ig a collar of
gold. The modeling of the hands is par-
ticularly fine, and the general beauty of
the statue is enhanced by the curious
blue color which spread over the
whole of the as a result of its
emersion the waters of Lake

is

has
t orso
long in

Nemi,

Shakespeare's Kin,

So far as direct descendants of Shakes-
peare are concerned the Poetry Recital
Society’'s researches have failed to dis-
cover any living being who is able to
back up such a claim with genuine pal-
pable evidence There are numerous
claimants to relationship in a direct line
from the Bard of Avon, however, need-
less to say. The above mentioned Eng-
lish soclety allows that there are at least
two people alive to-day who have satis-
factorily established their ‘qmmecnnn
with his relatives. Wiil Shakespeare is
one of these. He is the head of a family
who have been proved to the satisfaction
of the law to be the nearest living rela-
tives of the great peet. This family
claims to be descended from Shakes-
peare’'s grandfather, and the grandfather
of the present Will Shakespeare suc-
cessfully laid claim to the 100 pounds
that was bequeathed to whoever should
prove to have the closest family rela-
tionship with the poet Shakespears.
There also lives to-day Rosa Walton, of
Bournemouth, who is the ninth in de-
scent from Shakespeare's sister Joan.

The Usual Treatment,
From the Chicago Examiner,

Poet—I should like to leave these verses
for your editor’'s inspection. What is the
usual procedure?

Office Boy—Dey usually leaves dem here
an' calls in a few days an' gets dem
back.

Silent Natare.

Yes. nature moves so guietly
At rise and set of sun;
We cannot hear the day break
Or the night fall, either ane
—Christian Science Monitor.

nent Questions on
Garrett P, Serviss, in New York

tiles shot from the sun?
Second.
Third.
fact that

How do

ticles In space which

Fourth, If you take

ordinary

yon turn its tail

light

can
or

of a comet's tail?
Answer 1,

his system of attendant

much right

differ from the planets

eceentrie They

ters,
Answer 2,
probably
body. It
comet consists
particles,
meteors.
known to have turned
swarms strengthens this
Answer 3.

solid, but not

is

exerted upon it in open s

there would no doubt

great pressure also.
Answer 4,

like
holes

the rays
in a

caused by

it would produce

mination in the sky,
In order that

minute solid particles.
tain hydrocarbon gases.

common salt.
In short there
fr

ley's

be,

Food for the
From the Detroit Free Press,

didn’t order pork chops.”

From the Boston Transcript,

Pupil—Teacher, may
afternoon?
Teacher—Well—yes,

toward the light at will
vou think that would expiain the {llusion

comet does not condense
because there is practically no pressure
The cold
be sufficient to
liquefy or solidify any gas but experi-
ment shows that cold alone cannot pro-
duce this transformation; there must be

a general

the head of =
should act like & iens it would have to
be transparent to the ordinary rays of
light, which is contrary to all that we
Enow of the nature of such bodies.
Then, too, the shapes and the changes
undergons by the tails of comets are in-
consistent with the hypothesis that they
are simply condensed beams of sunlight.
The spectroscope also gives positive ev-
idence that the eminations from cemets
eonsist of gases, mingled perhaps with
They always con-
The wonderful
tail of the recent comet “A” showed the
presence of sodium, the basic element of |

Eminenti Astronomer Auswers Perti.

Live Topie,
American.

A reader of the American asks the fol-
lowing questions, confessing that the re-
cent inﬂuxx of remarkable comets, and
the prediction that one of them is golng
to give us a taste of its real quality next

May, have given him “comets on the
brain.”
First. Da you think they are projec-

Is there any sollid nucleus?
you account for the
ihe gaseous portion does not
condense and solidify into crystaline par-
registers 270 de-
grees bhelow zere centigrade?

a magnifying
glass, either a spectacle lens or a read-
ing glass, and focus the light from an
incandescent lamp and manip-
nlate the glass st different angles you
can produce a comet in minpiature, and
either from the
Do

It ig probable that comets
have originated from the sun, but not in
the form of projectiles shot out of It
The trend of recent investigation is to
show that comets, like the planets, were
originaliy formed from the primeval mass
of matter that gave birth to the sun and

bodies.

Comets, according to this view, are not
simple Interlopers from outer space, as
was formerly supposed, but they have as
to claim nationality in the
solcr system as have the planets.

in being

The nucleus of & comet is
a single solid
likely that the head of a
of a multitude of solid
like a close packed mass of
The fact that many comets are
meteor

into
probability,

The gasecus portion of a
into crystals

pace.

If the tail of a comet were
nothing but an illusion, produced by the
sunlight thrown into the form of & beam,
open pigeon-
hay mow, there would have
ta> be all about the sun and throughout
the solar system some kind of dusty me-
dium or atmosphere to reflect the light.
There is no evidence of the existence of
anything of the kind, and if it did exist
misty illu-

is no getting away
m the fact that comets are very real
things, and it will be no illusion that we
shall have to deal with next May if Hal.
comet stretches jts tail over the
earth, however innocuous the reality may

Gods,

“That girl must think I'm made of

money."”
“What's the matter?”
“T invited her to a little lunch after

the theater and I'll be ‘hanged if she

We See the Point,

I be absent this
My aunt's cousin is dead.

I suppose so; but
really I wish it was some nearer relation.

They
less
massive and in having erbits much more
are the sun's seouts,
and their excursions carry them to enor-
nous distances into the wastes of ex-
tra-planetary space, but sooner or later
they come back to report at headquar-

comet

T THE HOTELS.

“Japau is not going to get into a war
with the United States,” said Dudley
Warner, of Shidzuoka, Japan, who is
visiting this country, Mr, Warner was
born in this country, but he has spent
most of his life In Japan, and he has
acquired a thovough familiarity with
Japanese conditions,

“The bonds of Japan are selling at 0
pér cent, the people are taxed to death,
and there Is no chance of a war. But
Japan is turning all her energy to build-
ing up her commerce, and every reputable
business that can g&how the slightest
sign of being successful can get a sub-
sldy from the government. It means
more taxes, but thé Jap gays: ‘We are
building up industries for our children,
and you are piling up a big bonded
debt for yours,’ and he is right.

“The nobility of Japan is getting away
from the old netion that it was beneath
it to engage in business. The Mitsul
family is the Rockefeller of Japan, and,
with subsidies from the government, is

TUnited States will have to look out some
of these days. As it is now, the Ameri-
can cannot compete for the cotton
trade over there. He buys his raw cot-
ton in Georgia, for instance, ships it to
Massachusetts to be woven, paying full
rates and full freight charges, sends it
back clear across the country again,
loads it into ships on which he must pay
full freight rates, lands it at Dalny, in
Manchuria, and sends it up into the in-
terior by railway, paying full freight
rates again,

“Now, what does the Jap do? The

Mitsui family buys the raw cotton in
Georgia, loadg it at San Francigeo into
vessels subsidized by the Japaness gov-
ernment, and on which the family does
not have to pay full freight rates, man-
ufactures the cotton in Japan at fac-
tories owned by the Mitsul famiiy and
subsidized by the government, ships it
again by subsidized vessels owned by
the Mitsui family to Dalny, and puts
it on that same rallway subsidized by
the government and owned by the Mit-
sul family. What show has America?
“If the American Congressman could
be induced to take a trip around the
world with his eyes open, he would coma
home enthusiastic for a ship subsidy. He
could ses just eleven ships on the high
seas flying the American filag.
“There was a time when the tea in-
dustry was almost entirely In the hands
of foreigners,” he said. *“They bought
the tea, fired it, and then sold it back.
The Japanese began taking charge of
the firing, and now they fire and sell
all of the tea, excepting what is mar-
keted by five outside companies and
these are not making money to-day. It
is only a matter of time when they wiil
be taken by the Japanese, too. The
warmest sort of feeling is growing up
between China and Japan.™

Scott H. Humphreys, of Minneapolis,
Minn, who has just returned from an
extended business tour of Europe and is
at the Raleigh, said iast night that Amer-
icans are the greatest seif-knockers in
the world.

“I'm beginning to believe that we're the
only people in the world who really ham-
mer our own system of government. Do
you know that there are plenty of Amer-
icans who, when traveling in Europe,
knock the United States? I wouldn't have
believed that if I hadn't been present on
many occasions when it happened. Some
of them knock their country openly and
deliberately and almost studiously, while
others knock it by implication: that is,
they fail to come to the defense of the
United States when this country is being
sneered at by Europeans with whom they
are chumming.

“I don't know which of these two
classes is the more cowardily. The tour-
ing Americans who openly rap the United
States, without any suggestion or heip
on the part of Europeans with whom they
happen to be training, belong te that
class of obvious snobs who profess to be
‘ashamed’ of the fact that they were
born and reared in the United States, I
couldn’t possibly have believed that such
a type of Americans existed had I not
within the last half year come in contact
with them time and again. I ought, per-
haps, add that while I'm not offensively
spread-eagling or anything of that sort,
it was often about all that I coula do to
keep from punching the heads of some
of the males of this species. The tour-
ing Americans who let Europeans wallop
their country without any ‘comeback’
whatever, but who, on the contrary, tac-
itly agree with the rappers, are just
about as hard to endure. I, least,
found them so.

“The Englishman, for example, points
out in a supposedly humorous and some-

at

times sneering way to the touring Ameri-

TO-DAY IN HISTORY.

cang some of the things that he has read
about corruption in the American govern-
mental system. ‘Well, I'm sorry to
to admit it, but it's true,” is the way I'va
heard scores of spineless Americans

have

mumble their replies to Europeans wh

When Jesus entered Jerusalem for the
last time the people took palm branches
and went forth to meet Him, cryving Hp-
sanna. This incident has Jled the last
Sunday before Easter to be called Palm
Sunday. The date of its establishment is
uncertain, but the first writer who ex-
pressly refers to it is the Venerable Bede.
The usage certainly existed in the sev-
enth century.

Throughout the greater part of Europe,
in defect of the palm tree, branches of
some other tree, as box, yew, or willow,
were blessed by the priests after mass
and distributed among the people, who
forthwith carried them in a joyous pro-
cession in memory of the Saviour's tri-
umphant entry into the Holy City, after
which they were usually burned and the
ashes laid aside, to be sprinkled on the
heads of the congregation on the ensuing
Ash Wednesday, with the priest’s bless-
ing.

;hero was an old saying that “He who
had not a paim in his hand on Palm Sun-
day would have his hand cut off.,”

After the Reformation, in 1536, Henry
VIiI declared the carrying of palms on
this day to be one of those ceremonies
not to be condemned or dropped. The
custom was kept up by the elergy till
the reign of Edward VI, when it was left
to the voluntary observance of the peo-
ple.

Many years ago the Paim Sunday cus-
toms of England were considerably more
elaborate than to-day. The flowers and
branchgs designed to be used by the
clergy were laid upon high altars, those
to be used by the laity upon the south
step of the altar. The priest proceeded
to consecrate them by a prayer, begin-
ning, “I conjure thee, thou creature of
fiowers and branches, in the pame of
God the Father,” &c. He then prays,
“We¢ humbly beseech Thee that Thy
truth may sanctify this creature of flow-
erg and branches and slips of paims or

ity

PALM SUNDAY—-MARCH 20.

The flowers and branches were then

there were

fumed with frankincense from censers,
after which

prayers and

eprinklings with holy water. The flowers
and branchesg being then distributed, the
procession commenced, in which the most
comspicuous figures were two priests
bearing a crucifix. When the procession
had moved through the town, it returned
to church, where mass was performed
and the branches and flowerg offered at
the altar.

in the extreme desire manifested under
the ancient religion to realize all the par-
ticulars of Christ's passion it was cus-
tomary in &ome places to introduce into
the procession a wooden figure of an ass
mounted on wheels, with a wooden hu-
man figure riding upon it, to represent
the Saviour. Before this wheeled figure
people threw their willow branches, and
after it had passed over they gathered
them up, for thess twigs were deemed
an infallible protection against storms
and lightning during the ensuing year.

Another custom of the day was to cast
cakes from the steeple of the parish
church, the boys scrambling for them
below. Later ar angel appears to have
been introduced as a figure in the proces-
sion. In the accounts of St. Andrew
Hubbard’s parish in London under 15%
there is an item of $ pence for the hire
of an angel to serve on this occasion,

March 20 is the birthday of many emi-
nerit men, Edmund P, Gaines, the noted
general of the war of 1812 (1777): Neal
Dow, the temperance advocate (1804) ;
John McCloskey, the first Roman Catho-
lic cardinal of America (1810); Henrik Ib-
sen, the Norwegian author (1828); Admiral
John G. Walker (18%5); and the day on
which the following notables died: Louis
Kossuth (158M); Sir Isaac Newton (1727,
and Henry IV of England (1413). It was
the day on which Pitt's Sinking Fund
was established in 1786 and on which Mra.
Stowe's novel, “Uncle Tom's Cabin,” was
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. first issyed

thrown the harpoon into them about

badly exaggerated mess of rot ther’
got pouched about the States.”

A most remarkable convention will be
held in this city in May next, accordin
to Marcus Krysinsky, of Chicago, who is
at the Riggs.

*“The purpose of it will be to further
the movement for Polisi; nationality, It

will be the first Polish national congress
that has been held in this country, and it
is to be expected that it will bring to-
gether a striking aggregation of Polish
patriots, not only from this country, but
from other parts of the world. The move-
ment 1o hold this Pan-Polish convention
was started by the Polish National Al-
liance of the United States, which is the
largest Polish organization in the world.
“The central government of the alliance
recently issued an appeal to all Polish
parties and organizations to elect dele-
gates, and mailed personal invitations to
about 1,000 prominent Poles in FEurope
and America. It is to be expected that
this congress will have an important
bearing on the question of making the
Poles a free people, and restoring to
them the nationality of which they were
despoiled by the combined powers of Rus-
sia and Austria and Prussia.”

Circumlocutory Luck,

From the Cleseland Plain Dealer.

“Look there, doctor, see that super-
stitious idiot trying te pick up a pin!
Let's give him the ha ha.”
“Hush. Don't do it.”
“Good gracious, you don't
brings luck, do you?"

“Yes; I do. The pin is probably rusty.
He may stick it in his finger. That means
blood poisoning —and biood poisoning
means business for us. Let him alone.”

think 1t

Rather Mixed.

From the Baltimore American.

She—Aren't you delighted, John, that
dear mother is going to spend six weeks
with us?

John (gloomily)—Delighted:

8he (suddeniy)—Oh, John, would you
put the old eat out?

He (abstractedly)—I'd like to, Marla,

getting inte many lines of business, The#
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