By TOMMY CLARK.

URING a recent fanfest
nong everal big league

ball tossers the question
came up as to which was
most difficult position to play on |
Opinions differed, but the

of them selected the position
kstop as the hardest on the
Not so many vears ago there would

have been but one answer as to which

was*the easiest position on the team
to play. this would have been first
hase Leaving out the battery posi-
tions, shortstop would have been pick-
ed as the hardest on the team. Now
first base is not considered the easiest
position by most of the players, while
a good percentage of them do not con
sider shortstop the hardest Neit!

do the players agree as to the relative
amount of =kill required in the dif-

ferent positions

Among outflelders the left station is
rated as th» most difficult to play—that
is, when the sun fieid is not taken into
consideration The reason for is
that left hand batters, when they hit
to left at all, drive out balls that are
harder to handle than any other va-
riety sent to the outer gardens. A left

fielder must have a good pair of hands

to negotiate such catches, as the ball
has a tendency to break and twist out
‘ the glove and must be grasped
firmis

enter field is the easiest of the
three positions, for a ball hit in that
direction has been met fair and square |
by the bat and saiis out on a prett:
gtraight covrse, with no disconcer

changes in that direction The midd

fielder has more ground to cover than
either of his companions, but hi
catches are comparatively easy Of

yvars® where there are sun fields that
alters the argument altogether

First base Is generally considered
gecond to center fleld as an easy posi- |
tion, but there is growing sentimer
al hat a higher rating
shoiild 1 on the position whe n|
the right kind of man i{s covering the |
bag. Such men as Chase of the New
York ance ﬁi the Chi-|
cago avis of » Philadel-

i Hobl !;'v-‘A -’vf the Cin-

Tenn of the New

Konetchy of

the

t N are virtually

J in the ordirary acceptance of
the word wutside of their duties of
taking thrown balls. They not onh
co y lot of ground around the bag
but are required to use a lot of jude-
ment in } ling bunts., For the first
base n who gets all there {s out of
t position it is vthing but an
o1 ( he other hand, a good .

tage {1t first basemen {n
leag Vv man to hold the
positions through th ability to han-
dle Lad t \ To play this way first
be v the second easiest posi-
t . nd
comes t the most difficult

I tion the players are divided be-
tween third base 1 shortstop A
good percentage them consider
third 1g2 a harder position to play
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Lawsuit in the First Produc-
tion Here of Robertson's
“Caste” =Gig¢ Lamps on the
Steers of a Western Actor.
Breezy Bits of Gossip About
Weli Known People of the

tage.

By FRANK H. BROOKS.

Edwin Booth liv

no the Plavers

just a >:»~;»‘:'r ym the city
hon of Samuel J. Tilden, frni!.‘K
Granu ¥ square, New York city, is
tarown open to ladies who are fortu
nate enough to be on the Players list
And it is easler for a =socially ambitious
woman to get on the waiting list of the
Four Hundred—if there is such a list
than it 18 for her to get an Invitation
for ladies’ dey at the Players Any
woman who attends the annual rec r;
tlon puts It down as an achievement
The reception just held at the historle
house attended by many of a se-
lect t A is always the case as
many prominent actors as were in the
city were there. Any ¢ who is not
up in the hospitalily and who
has a lon; for that accomplish-
ment ought to ittend a la-
dies’ day at : There, if
an iers, is seen the de! ul art!
which many believe has passed

The
invited gue
house
the very zenith of the

reception committee that

sts at the entrance o
: composed of actors who are at

When

profession.

the committee ushers the guests Into
the great room at the head of the stair-
way the guesis araadaken by another

committee and conducted to the ample

dining room, where a collation is serv

ed that is the acme of perfection. Then
follows the ramble through the corri-
dors and rooms where the “man of all
his time' profession passed the
a of ent All that he
loved, at hat was Inanimate,
is there just as he left it Another!
committee conducts the guests through
and over this collection, concisely ex- |
plaining each article. At the top of
the house I= the room where the great
tragedian breathed his last, Here are
the places where he rested, the desk

Just as 1t was the last day he sat there

and wrote, the last chair in which he
sat when he looked out on the city and|
the quaint bedstead in which he lay in|
the last hours of the cloging scene. On

the walls of this room is the picture of !
his wife as well as the pictures of oth-
ers who so often were his guests. The
recaption on ladies’ day lasts until the|
shadows begin to creep in at the win-|
dows. Then the lights are turned on, |
and the guests depart as music floods!
the old house.

“Caste” In Other Days,
The revival of “Caste” at the Empire |
w Vark, v=» e
e k. vacelis a WSl

ehoatar (o N

{RUCKER"
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counts at at s rtston .
ural ability to ¢ rt i and

Lester k had s i th ight
to bring it out in N¢ I3
1 had seen ti pla
§ rot it from me r
] no rights He pro
f1 his notes in 1867 1ed
out an 1ctio Afte {
the 2 1 udge refuss niunc-
tion. Florence went on with the play,
and it was a brilliant au 1 that
*d him. It is also reca I
m with that produ n that Mrs
Chanfr was th s Aany
Hack presented the plece in 1869, In
1874 it was pla 1 at the old Unio
Square for a benefit t Jennle Lee J
H. Stoddart wa cast., Tt las
notable revival New York was at
the Knickerbocker theater, when John
Hare and his London ¢ V present-
ed It When “Cast ™ brought ot
at Wallack's a second time, in 1887
one of the members of the company
was F. W. Robertson, son of the author

of the play.
Gig Lamps on the Stears.
Percy Heath iminous
story teller connected with the p

is 1l most

VoI

blicity

department of the thea
Witness a sample reeled o
while tching the inter

“boss,” Frederic Thompron

Frank Bacon, who takes the charac-
ter of the old druggist In e For
tune Hunter,” Is when at } on his
ranch of many acres between San
Francisco and San Jose a cattle breed-
er and fruit grower. In one tract of
his land a herd of high jumping cattle

roam Not satisfied with the ground
allotted them by Bacon, the cattie—to
be exact, three of the herd—used to

leap the fence at will
miscuously on the

neighbors. Lawsuits for damages
came numerous. Bacon got 10 think-
ing. 1\He had heard of a Paris firm that
made goggzies for animals. A mea

and wander pro-
acres of Bacon's

be-

[yure-

ment of the three fence jumpers was
forwarded, and in due time the “gig
lamps” arrived. It was a great day on

the Bacon ranch when the
adjusted on “them
jumpers were turned loose.

lamps were
Then the
They head-

steers.”

ed for the neighboring fence. Of course
the “specs™ made the fence seem very
near. When within seventy-five faet
of the wire the steers raised them-
selves in the air. When they came
down they saw that they were not
over by many feet. For a moment they

looked as if they realized that the joke
was on them. Then turned tail
and went full tilt, bellowing like mad,
in the direction whence they had start-

they

ed. They never attempted to climb the
fence afterward. But they are still
wearing the “gig lamps.” The “win-

dows” come high, but they are not as
expensive as lawsuits,

“Pop” Wood, Who Saw “Humpty
Dumpty” Fox Play “Hamliet.’
Over at the Hudson theater, New
York, Henry B. Harris’ pet enterprise,
is a stage door man whose name is I.

C. Wood. He started in the r.hna:rica!‘f

business with George L. Fox In

“Humpty Dumpty.”

Although seventy- |
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£S’ DAY AT THE PLAYERS—WH

out in Detroit,

falo, N. Y., and
Mh'h, l-nu‘,\ better than plavgoers of |
New Yeork who Jessie Bonstelle is
She has a circuit that takes in the
first three cities named and manages
the people who play in that circuit
She engages her own company, con-
tracts for the theaters where they ap-

pear and arranges with playvwrights
and managers for such productions
ants

as

she wi

She also personally directs |

the business that includes the manu- |
facture of properties and the building
of scenery. She goes on the road in

the summer time and superintends her

business. At a moment's notice she
can lay aside her managerial duties|
and take a part in any play that is

under her direction, for she is a clever

actress, Any playvgoer who saw her in
“The Faith Healer,” played by Henry
Miller and his company, will remem-

ber that Jessie Bonstelle shared hon-
ors with the star. Miss Bonstelle wiil
next season bring out under her own
management Caroline Duer's new play,
“Birds of Passage'”™ Miss Duer is a
cousin of Mrs. Clarence H. Mackay and
a member of a very old and wealthy
New York family.

Miss Chrystal Herne received her

| none greater

| fall

first stage instructions from her ra-‘
two years of age, his mind is clear ther, James A. Herne, the actor and | coming season in the new light grand
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Miss Herne will be starred early in the
season in a new play under the
direction of Messrs. Liebler & Co.
Miss Bessie Abbott will be seen the

' The

opera will be the first foreign
written grand opera to be brought out
in the United States prior to its pro-
duction in Europe. It will be sung en-
tirely in Italian and will be conducted
here by Signor Mascagni personally.

and his gental faculties are acute. In-.playwrlsht. than whom there was'opera “Ysobel” by Pietro Mascagnl. , The production will be under the dl-
4

play or by placing the bhall where he
cannot handle it. Throws by the third
baseman must be fast and hard, and
he must be quick on his feet in order
to get the ball

Taking the entire team Into consid-
eration, the players are pretty well
agreed that the hardest place to pla
and get out of the position all that is
in it is behind the bhat. Good head-
work is necessary in order to do this
and along with it zood feet, a strong
arm and a good eye are required. The
catcher can make or unmake the av
erage pitcher, and his services Y
practically invaiuable if he plays the
position a< it should be played
| While thira base, along w ith short
{and the catcher's position, is consid

| ered rather difficult according to some
of the stars, Hobe Ferris. the former
{".’l"k baseman of the St Louls
! 8 not agree with then
| ent 1bout the bh of
the third jon Per
nest speaking, fro
a workingman's standpoint and con-
sidering the amount of sbor
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| ness na! hase-
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rection of Messrs. Liebler &
| based on the stery of “Lady Godiva.”
l Miss Marie Tempest, who is playing
the part of Polly in Frohman's revival
of Robertson's “Caste,” written and
first acted way back in the sixtles and
now running at the Empire theater,
New York, played the same part on
three occasions in London. She says
she is particularly fond of the char-
acter.

Miss Elsie Ferguson plavs the role of
¢ Bsther according to the method as she
conccelves it today.

M8 Maud Milton plays the mar-
quise. She wishes she might be per-
mitted to cut some of the speeches she
has to speak and cqnfesses that they
are tir:some,
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his record as a ball player has not
been what was expected before «the
break, and it is a question right now
whether MeGraw would not give much

to have & better man on first. McGraw

sftuck to Merkle through his trouble
but it is still a question whether he
= aided the youngster
Howed hi to go to

ib where he would not
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Pclicing the Big 5';*‘

On the ast it is ¢ ming t

¥ f.
vho is to rule s f v
th Jeffries, sh t be
i1 pr a ¢ SNf <
nds one t o 1#
poss t ¢ turmel
the ns
e
4 N
: - AP
ad 3 ‘ ;
) ie ntions
ind the t -
re f * o1 T
g O I
wn ek P, A =
I
R 4 . ’ — -
trolling of the Da 2 oFf hatiic
T an
~
The Murray Case
he - £ the
‘ er Manager rr
04 R Natio agtie see
¢ $
M urr: s g r

r spape nd Dufr L "
t wasy g bet -

big figur th nese

N et Y 1 theater '
Grand Opera Hous

I remem vmpic
theater he gave a travesty on ‘H
let." and a brilliant audience witnesss
his performance. In one box sat E
Davenport, in another box John M
Cullough: Edwin Booth occy a third
and Lawrence Barrett a fo Af

the performance T was s £
side of Mr. Duff, our

they came back to ¢ X

1is performancs

was one of the b 1
ever seen. The grave®igring scens
very effective for a h"."l sque

two gravediggers re plaved 1t
famous team called the Queen s

who, while digzing sang
‘Five O'clock In the Morning that
song was picked up b veryo

New York and was big t in Its
day as ‘After the Bs r an r big

8ong success since that time

WORTH KNOWING THAT—
They usually call X
lagting Evergreer
manager for Henry
the man who brought
at Nibio's Garden in
he was advertisin

ship company. 1
“Evangeline” induced him to quit !}
steameship connectior

reer of thirty-one v

duced forty-one p

combination of W,

art Robson and put Ri«
in “The Mikado” when it o 1
Boston. To name the peopls 1
peared under Rice's managen

| call the roll of many notables
stage.

Frederic Thompson, Mabel Taliafer
ro's husband, will play a summer roof
garden in New York against Luna
Park at Coney Island: title of the
plece, “The Comic Supplement:” prin-
elpal female role hy Maude Raymond
lyrics and music by Harry Willlams
and Edgar Van Alstyne.

There will be a posthumous play of
Charles H. Foyt (“Rosemary”) for a

summer tour. Seems that Hoyt wrote
the prolocgue and one act just before he
died. Act 2 has been added from Hoyt
memoranda. The name of the play is
“A Bunch of Blue Ribbon.” Harry Gii-
foil will be the young man in the pro-
! logue and an old man in the acts




