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THE NATIONALS

CLOSE ANOTHER DISASTROUS WEEK

GESSLER'S SLIP-UP
LOSES GAME, 3 T0 2

Boston Red Sox Capture a
Hard-fought Battle.

TIMELY HITS ARE MISSING

Twirls Good Enough
Any Game, but Team-

Offensive Work.

Bob Groom
Ball to Win
mates Weak on
Speaker Turns Double Into Home
RBun-Big Crowd Present.

YESTERDAY'S RESULTS,
Boston, 3; Washington, 2.
Philadelphia, 8; New Yeork, 3.
Philadelphia, 8; New Yeork,
2; St. Louls, 2

1.
Chiecago, 2.
Cleveland,

TO- DA\ 'S GAMES.,

S§t, Lowis at Chicage,
Cleveland at Detroit.
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on the blow Unfortunately Ho« ): aim
was deadly, the ball came into C Zan's
paws, apd the big touched Un-
glaub six inches from the rubber,

A hit and a base on balls put two
Jocals on the sacks in the last part of the
fifth, but no runs were allowed to score,

In the last part the seventh the
Nationals made it extremely interesting,
There was one man down when Speaker
made an excusable muff of Lellvelt's long
drive after a long run. Elberfeld flied to
Hooper, but > hit by
a pitched ball sved him-
self for error king
a swell one-handed stop ide's
drive and getting the runner at first

In the eighth Speaker opened with a
single and got as far as second on a
sacrifice, only to stay there. Schaefer
opened with a single and stole in the
last half, but he got no farther than
the middle sacl
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and
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out a bunt without re-
sult in the ninth, for the next three were
easy outs. Then the \'anx-m s came in
tc give the Red Sox a healthy scare.
Batting Rally in \lnth.

Milan, who led off, rapped out his first
hit of the game, a hard single to center.
Lelivelt pounded one op tge trademark
between BSpeaker and Lewis, and by the
time the ball was returned Milan had
crossed the plate with a run, while Leli-
velt was hugging second. Elberfeld drove
a scorching grounder to Wagner. The
latter made a fine stop and threw high

at

11; Detroit, 4.]

and wide to Stahl. But Jake stretched
himself to the limit and jfust managed
to squeeze the ball, and Elberfeld's fast
slide to the bag proved futile. The Kid
did not like the decision and neither did
the crowd. There was only one man out
now, a man on third, and only one iittle
score needed to tie up the game.

Doc Gessler was up, and Doc is a
right hard hitter, Cicotte quickly got
him In the hole for two foul strikes.
Then Doc hit half a dozen more fouls,
but finally drove a hard bounder to Ci-
cotte. Eddie stopped it, tossed to Engle,
and as Lelivelt was caught between the
bases, Engle chased him to the home
plate. It was a dangerous play, as Engle
got his man by a scant three feet.

In the meantime, Gessler had gotten
as far as second, and almost any kind
of a hit would have scored him. But
the jig was up, as McBride hit weakly
to Engle, and the game was over.

The Score,
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As Cicotte was leaving the park, a fan
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The home team made a desperate effort
to win the game in the ninth, when

Continued on Page 3, Column 5,
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JOHNSON S BAEK MUSCLES ARE SHOWN HERE.

|PITCHER FORMAN REPORTS
TO MANAGER McALEER
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The locals will have to some-
thing better than this if they expect to
keep out of last for at the rate
the St. Louis Browns are going a shift
in the standing is about due unless the
Nationals take a brace.

MTAleer stated last night that ke had
not released Catcher Jack Hardy, but In-
timated that the youngster would be in
line for a change of scerfery before manyy
days had elapsed

Hardy is one of the most popular'play-
ers on the team, and the boys will hate
to part with him.
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Our evening contemporary follows up
the story published in these columns last
Thursday to the effect that McAleer was
looking around for another man to play
first base, as Bob Unglaub’s present
slump was proving costly to the Na-
tionals' chances,

The Washington Herald also predicted
the signing of Cunningham, the New
England League star

Two games here to-morrow, at 10
o'clock in the morning and 2 o'clock in
the afternoon. McAleer plans to work
Dixie Walker and Dolly Gray.

Bob Unglaub, the WWashington first
sacker, is not very strong for Southern
training frips. He thinks they are O, K.
for getting a ball clyb into shape for a
campaign, but they are mighty tiresome
for the players who have made tnem
vdar after year

“The Southern trips look good to the
bushers who are just bhreaking-in,” says
Bob, “but to the cld-timers they are tire-
some. We have had enough experience
with them to know that they mean noth-
ing but hard work from morning until
night. Why, some of these fat ones go
South and put in more work during three
or four weeks than they do all the rest
of the season.

“Of course, we get a little fun out of
them,"” continued Bob, “but there is gen-
erally so much work that the fun gets
lost. It's the same old routine day after
day, and it don't vary a bit more than
that of some ‘guy’ doing six months in
jail for beating his wife.

“Of course, we have some fun with
the greenest of the ‘hushers’ breaking
in, but the young ball players have it
easy to what the new ones did a few

years ago. Ten years ago the kids had
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JOHN BULL LIKES JOHNSON.

|Big Black Rules Favorite in Eng-
lish Clab Betting.
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RENO ON EDGE FOR
A TITANIC STRUGGLE

Armies of Fight Fans Pouring Into
Nevada Town from Every
Corner of the Earth.

CROWD ARENA TO-MORROW

Every Healthy Breed
Homage to Two

of Man Will Offer
Great Giants of

Pugilism in the Greatest Bat-
tle of Century.

By REX BEACH.
Coprright, 1919, by George Matthew Adams, Regis-
tered in Canada, All rights reserved.)

Reno, Nev., July 2—In my story
vesterday I dwelt at length upon
the tremendous public interest dis-
played in the coming battle. The
longer one remains in Reno the
greater becomes his wonder at it.

That this is expected to be the
oreatest heavy-weight struggle in
ring history has something to do
with the ravenous hunger of the
public, of course; likewise the fact
that it bids fair to be the last real
championship battle most of us will
live to see; but back of this there
is a greater, deeper curiosity on the

pdrt f the public.

In order to satisfy this curiosity
there is a veritable army of corre-
spondents here and more are com-
ing by every train. Tex Rickard
told me that he has received more
than 3,000 requests for press seats,
and while not all of these men in-
tend to write about the battle, most
of them do, and the number of
scribes who will assemble here on
Monday in the interests of the
American reader will be greater
than reported the Russo-Japanese
war or the last Republican conven-
tion,

THRONGS OF TALENT,

And what a gathering it is; not even
the famous banquet tendered to the late
Mark Twaln on his seventieth birthday,
when the Uterary army of the world
moved down to Delmonico’'s in solid
phalanx, has there been gathered such
a glittering array of talent as in Reno
to-day. At that time it was my privi-
lege to be pres2nt In an obscure way
and from s hidden corner peer forth with
awe-distended eves up on the gcintillating
galaxy »f brains assembled, but in Reno
to-day my obecurity i= ten times greater.

I am overwnelmed and blotted out by
the brilliant literary glare that surrounds
me. The reputation of such a high step-
ping, blue riboon 2uthor as Jack Lon-
don, who is here to do his modest best
at 17 cents a word and traveling expenses,
is lost utterly in the shadow of such
celebrities as John L. Sullivan, the dean
of American letters. Mr. Sullivan repre-
gents a mammoth syndicate of news-
papers, and outweighs any author in the
land,

Robert Fitzsimmons, who will wpite
for a great New York daily, gained his
first wreath of bay and laure] in fhis
very State some thirteen years ago when
upon the rosined rostrum at Carson City
he demonstrated the value of an Aus-
trelian education and the “right shift.”
Since then he has been one of our very
best sellers, and his “life and struggles
of a retired blacksmith” has proved an
inspiration to the youth of many lands.

Tren there is James J. Corbett, whose
keen analytical essays written within the
shadow of his former conqueror and dis-
tributed dally to the homes of rich and
poor alike have secured for him the
title of “The Boswell of the prize ring.”

Tommy Burns’ Lineage.

Every literary hecavy-weight in the
world is here, inciluding Tommy Burns,
late of Australla. For the benefit of a
group of newspapers .Mr. Burns has
traced his lineage back to a less famous
bat well advertised Scotchman of letters
by the same name. Tommy did not need
to boost his reputation as a litterateur
by such a subterfuge, for any editor
would have taken his account of the
fight on {'s own inherent merits as
well as on the reputation of its author.

1t showed & weakness in the ex-cham-

pion to drag In the nsme of his progeni-
tor; he should Lrve stood upon the rec-
ord of his own accompii}hmf’nts.

Representing the rugged hand-to-hand,
catch-as-catch-can style of literature, we
have with us three of the brightest stars
in the firmament—Frank Gotch, Wiliiam
Muldoon, and Farmer Burns. Mr. Gotch
is a master of the Rudyard Kipling toe-
hold, Mr. Muldoon is a patron of mlil-
lionalres, Farmer Burns is fifty-one years
old and has never been sick. Then among
the lighter weight lterati we have Bat-
tling Nelson, whose powers of enter-
talnment delighted thousands up to the
time he collaborated with Ad Wolgast.

Space forbids me to mention all the
vast array of talert that Is here pre-
pared by the magic of its pen to trans-
port the American reading public to the
ringside on the glorious Fourth when
Jeffries or Johnson, as the case inay be,
gets his. Bwt in looking it over I am
seized with regret when I think that the
sporting writers are so feebly represent-
ed. I lament at the alsence of “Wallop-
ing”” Dean Howells, of New England. He
may not possess the literary style of a
Joe Choyinski or an Abe Attell, but he
has & certain following nevertheless.

His Diction Lacking.

And Battling Henry James, the “Devon-
shire Demon.” Why did not some enter-
prising editor commission him to write
the story eof this fight? His diction is
stilted, perhaps, and lacking in the flu-
ent ease and grace of Philadelphia Jack
O’'Brien, but he is entitled to be heard.

It is discouraging to say the least for
us fagged-out authors who burn the mid-
night Weisbach in a ceaseless, sordid
effort to make wolf poison and thus
forestall the landlord, when we realize
that we have missed the short cut to
fame and glory. To the youthful as-
pirant for literary honors I recommend
road work and dumbbells Instead of
rhetoric and English, the doeskin glove
in place of the calfskin binding. And
should the climb to Mount Parnassus
seem long and arduous, let him find com-
fort in the meditation that even Tom
Sharkey was once a sailor,

But I do not wish to give the Impres-
slon that Reno is purely a literary cen-
ter. Far from it. The sweet and gentle
art of harmony is represented here. The
realm of music has sent-a representative
to the fight in the person of the world's
champion marathon piano player, who
boasts of having teased melody from a
plano for sixty-one consecutive hours
without leaving. f

And in addition to these men of prom-
inence an army of unknowns is rapidly
gathering. They come tripping forth
from Pullmans, day coaches, and smok-
ers; they come tumbling down from flat
topped box cars or creeping forth from
between the trucks, their faces black
with dust, their bodies scarred by the
print of brake beams.

Coming from Everywhere,

They are coming from England and
Hawaii, .from Australla and Alaska, in
special trains and side-dcor sleepers, but
whether they chance to be globe trotters
or grandees, homebodies or hoboes, gen-
tlemen or grafters, they are all red-
blooded, full-fashioned men with the age
old primitive love of fighting in their
veins. There are no moillycoddies in Reno
this night.

The eve of the greatest battle of the
country finds this little frontier city pack-
ed and jammed by an eager, optimistic,
healthy breed of men who on Monday
wil] file out through the heat and glare
and dust to a great unpainted open-air
arena, there to offer homage on the altar
of individual excellence. And should next
Monday prove that their country was in
peril and in need of them to safeguard
her honor, these same men would ge¢
forth willingly, gayly, to do her sefe
vice even at the cost of blodd.

« It was men like these and like thelr less
fortunate brothers who will follow the
fight story as it comes flashing over the
wires who opened their veins at Shiloh
or went roaring down to death and zlery
across the fields of Getiysburg. These
are the men our forefathers bred in
the wilderness, These are the men who
make mations. In Reno to-night there
are few weaklings.

Value to Fighters,

Now that we have seen something of
what this battle means to the American
man, let us look for an instant at what
it signifies to the contestants. I am in-
formed that instead of fighting for a
pur‘:k of $101.000, a¢ previously annvanced,
there wil] Le offereq at the ringside on
Monday & bonus of $16,008 to sech par-
ticipant in addifon to the oviginal sun
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