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THE BUSINESS DISTRICT

Addition to Commercial National Bank Fourteenth Street

V I tJri I

I
Recession of Lake Texcoco

Stop Fly Catching-

IT IS OF ANCIENT ORIGIN

Insect Inillgcneous There Widely
Used for Pood of Coped and
Fancy Poultry Was Prized flack
In Aztec Days Flics Practically
Pickle Themselves in Water

Tho oldest surviving industry on the
American continent is in imminent dn-
gor of extinction and tile fly catcher of
Lake Texcoco Mextoo will be forced to
tarn lila hand to some more modern and
taomtrve csJting Lake Toxcooo is rapid-
ly receding and fly which for ages

been the food of caged birds and
poultry Is vanishing from its chosen
haunt

In the days of the Aztecs Lake
Texcoco was famous for fly re-
source and of the insects
caught annually to be used as poultry
food In more recent years the product
became oven an article of export large
poultry raisers in Germany and this
country looking upon the files from Tex
coco a a choice tidbit for fancy stock

Pickle Themselves
Lake Texcoco Mss practically pickle

thamettvs The insect ha the habit of
swarming close to the surfaco of the wa-

ter and 1 caught with a large net re
qutrta considerable dexterity In handling-
As soon as the catcher has spread the
net over the flies he plunges it Into the
wst r for the purpose of drowning the
flies and curing them
wing to the alkaline matter in the

pickling is completed almost In
insects are then spread over-

large dried in the sun After
they are packed in sacks ready for

shipment It is claimed that as food
for eased of all kinds and young
fancy poultry they are unexcelled

The flycatching industry of Lake Tex
coco i the subject of the first commercial
treaty made in North America and at
the same time was for many centuries
a monopoly which was granted

Astec warriors by their sover-
eigns Netzahualcoyotl emperor of
Aztecs signed a treaty with the
Chinmlpopoca of Tenochtltlan In whose
territory the lake then lay by which a
number of Tencan Aztecs were permitted
to catch flies on the lake In order that
the sacred quetzals of the Great TeocalH
of Mexico City might enjoy this delicious
food The Industry was the subject also
of other treaties

The few men still engaged in the bus
These have to eke out a living now by
shoveling soda from the old lake bot
tom and in a year or so the flycatcher
of Lake Texcoco will be no more

BUILDING ACTIVE
1

AT CITYS CENTER

Continued from Page One I

lower story by the Charles J Cassidy
Company B Stanley Simmons prospered

plaaa A large storeroom Is being
made with the entrance to the offlca
suites above This part of the building
wag for many years the office of W B
Hlbbd Co before tho erection of the
new building in Fifteenth street

The remodeling of the Ebbltt House is
going rapidly forward Boyer Smith be-
ing the builders The north front of the
building is being much changed will
have a much more modern appearance
when the contractor is through The
west front is coming In for corresponding
changes in the exterior and the buffet
and rathskeller rooms are now beginning
to assume form The old hotel will be
renovated throughout made Into a
modern building

Julius Garflnkle will soon be the pos-
sessor of one of the finestlooking

places In Washington The corner
building Is being raised to the height of
the older structure and many changes
are going forward the Interior of the
store to suit the added space The con-
struction is in the hands of Charles P
Langley

la the northwest corner of the Corcoran
Building the Hepublique Is begin

DOWNS OLD INDUSTRY
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Wing to show what it will be when fin-
ished The rooms nail the exterior are in
French style grill work bring in evidence
everywhere Votght Morrtll prepared
the platy and F J TaMer Is the con-
tractor It is said the construction work
will cost about 525000 and the elaborate
equipment of the cafe will entail an ex-
panse of as much more The rooms are
MOTH nearly ready to receive the equip-
ment nail the oafs will be ready for the
fall season

Farther uptown in H street much
bulging i going on notably the new
A F Fox ofik building and the re-
modeling of flee Hotel Fredoaia At
the northeast corner of Fifteenth and H
streets the Company
is putting in the foundations for the
new Southern Building

Those building operations hi the busi-
ness section have kept the streets block-
aded and tilled with building material
and debris for many months Rarely at-
one time has as much difficulty to get-
ting about the city downtown been ax-
podanced

New Slrcet Gnr Tracks
This been much accentuated of

late by the street railway improvement
going on in F street Ninth street and
about Thomas Circle At Ninth and F
street traffic has been hopelessly con-
gested for the put ten days because of
the changes in the tracks going on there
Work upon the car tracks in the upper
end of F street now been prac-
tically finished and centers about Ninth
and F streets Probably about one week
more will be required to finish the
operations there when the relaying of
the tracks will extend eastward Some
of the same difficulty win Be experi-
enced at Seventh and F streets when
the workmen reach that print

The Improvement to the trackage of
the syatemis made necessary by the

of traffic and the use of the new
and heavier type of oars now coming
into vogue in Washington

The Improvement work of the Capital
Traction Company now centers
Thomas Circle where the tracks have
been renewed and placed on a highs
level making necessary the establish-
ment o new grades for the streets and

with tha laying of new pave-
ments

All these improvements are part and
parcel of tho Greater Washington mak-
ing necessary new and better facilities
for business and the multiplication of-
offlcos on every side The city is pass-
Ing through a special era of growth
affecting alike the easiness district the
ntsidant section and the development of
the suburban territory in all directions

Chicagos City Hall
Chicagos new city hall will be one

of the finest In the world vhen com
pleted at least electrically speaking as
It is to contain 23000 Incandescent lights
1890 horsepower In motors 800 telephone
outlets 800 floor boxes fourteen electric
elevators a complete electric vacuum
cleaning system with about twentyflve
outlets on each floor 109 electric clocks
and eighteen private branch exchange
telephone boards

Economy In the Barber Shop
Barber shops are now using electric

washing machines and electric flatirons
to launder their own towels One barber-
shop at Fort Wayne Ind saved 31 a
month in this way

The earth Is a great magnet having a
north pole situated in the region of Hud
sons Bay BrUsh North America and
two south poles within the Antarctic
Circle
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Constructing New Roof at the Palais Royal
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BUSINESS OUTLOOK

NOT PESSIMISTIC

Crops Fair and Trade in
Large Volume

REVIEW BY CHICAGO BANK

While Financier artel Industrial
Face Disturbing Conditions

Results in First Half of Calendar
Year Are Dncournfifnf Bright
in Horizon Pointed Out

In its annual crop nail business report
the Continental and Commercial National
Bank of Chicago baa some Interesting
and timely things to say about the busi-
ness situation which not an gloomy
or pessimistic It is frankly admitted
that the business of the country has bad
to taco some terkrat problems this year
but th tact s they are

Insoluble panic inspiring
Summing up the adverb conditions of

business during the lint half of the year
the report says

Early in year the unsatisfactory
state of foreign trade occasioned
grave concern With our imports passing
all records the prices of our principal
products above an export basis and our
trade balances failing the van-
ishing point how were to settle the
enormouc indebtedness that is constantly
accruing front the jocalled Invisible
Items that enter our with Eu
rope are the expenditures by
tourists freights paid to foreign ship-
ping interest and dividend payments on
our securities held abroad Individual re-

mittance Ac
Merchandise Balance

A large merchandiser balance in our
favor needed to offset these Items and
In Its absence we must either borrow
which is a temporary expedient or sell
securities which means that the security
market must come down to an export
basis or we must ship gold out of cur
bank reserves With bank loans at a
high level teary gold exports are a
serious matter while the other alter
native lower prices on securities Is cer-
tain to bo more or less dlstrubmg The
situation was finally relieved by the lat-
ter process gold export were stopped by
the tale pf large blocks of bonds and our
standard stocks are now at a level where
there is a broad International market for
them

Other disturbing influences of the year
mentioned are court decisions under the
antitrust act and the controversy over
the freight rates No effort is made to
take in thin controversy the sub-
ject being dismissed with the reflection
that when the question is finally settled
tho law will probably be such as to en
able Industrial enlargement to go on
normal manner anl so enforced as to
protect the rights of the public without
the waste of excessive competition The
demands of wage earners is briefly dis-

cussed as well as the special difficulties
experienced in particular industries
Coming down to the more hopeful view
of the situation the report continues

The output of pig iron in the United
States for the flat half of ItiO exceeded
that of any other six months of our his

being 15012382 gross tons of 224Q

pounds To comprehend these great fig
ures It necessary to compare them with
11OB94C in the first half of 1900 and
6J1CW in the first halt of 1108 and
47SU in the then recordbreaking first
half of 1M7 The altered policy of the
railroad as improvements has re
duced the demands upon the stoel mills
and af the of accumulating
stocks the trade anticipating price cuts
reduced its purchases Production how

has been only slightly curtailed
Decline in Building Trades

The building trades had a phenomenal
ly big half year in the first half of 1SW

under the stimulus of cheap building ma
terial first half of 19W was only
slightly behind that record tho total of
permits in cities where a record is kept
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Cafe Bepubliciue at F and Fifteenth Streets
I
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Glover Building In F Street

being SSSSOHI01 as against C8MMB
Building materials are all somewhat
higher than a year ago The lumber in
duatry complains most of present con-

ditions but It is in a chronic state of
overproduction with new mlls always
under constmodon This may sound
strange for an industry in which the raw
material is rapidly vanishing but the
eagerness of timber owners to realise on
their property creates the condition

Despite the unfavorable developments
we have referred to and notwithstanding-
some discordant notes the general tonor
of replies to our letter of Inquiry U

and encouraging The country la
prosperous There Is work for every-
body in many localities complaint that
production is restricted for want of labor
and the competition of employers Is

wages steadily higher It is inter-
esting to note the complaint everywhere
that the automobile Industry is making
labor scarce and deer for It illustrates
how each development of civiUaaUon re-

acts upon the condition of the humblest
member of society

Volume of Bnslncsa Large
The volume of business baa been large

but there are frequent complaints that
competition 11 sharper and the margin
of profit smaller than ever that 1

dictatorial and that improved methods
are constantly required to offset its

But the story of Industrial pro-
gress reads like that from the beginnin-

gIt is a common expression from the
smaller cities and towns that nothing i
known there of business raatlon or of
threatened trouble save what ones from
the few large centers To Unpin the coun
try seems very prosperous ami condition
sound Many of them some im-
patience over conservative attitude
of the banking fraternity whom they ac-

cuse of being frightened at shadows
Nevertheless it is apparent that the note
of warning was well and that-
a wholesome effort to chock the expan-
sion of credits has been and the

Is in much better ctadttlon be
cause of it

The entire West been enormously
almost wildly prosperous The buts of
this prosperity has been the high prices
for farm products which nat furnished
the farmers with the means to build

homes and barns drain their
buy improved machinery enlarge their
farms and in not a tow Instances com-

mit the oftheralded offense of buying-
an automobile We have made consid-
erable Inquiry into this and our infor-
mation is that the farmer who buys an

generally pays cash for it
and Is bettor able to own it than most
of the town purchasers It is probably
of more real utility to him than to any
other class of purchasers

Elsewhere we deal at some length with
cause of tho stringency over the

West the spring months of this year
JSvldently the heavy transactions In land
which are reported from so many locali
ties in the West were the principal factor
in Undoubtedly there has been con-
siderable speculative buying for specu-
lation Is Inevitable In any kind of prop-
erty that Is rapidly rising in value but
the basis of the whole movement Is the
high prices for farm products

The movement of young people away
from farms I checked The will
be beneficial to the country The rise of
food prices will be checked and some re-
duction from the price of meats In the
last year no doubt will bo made Few
observers believe that Ute price of good
tillable lands will have any serious

but the Investments have been very
heavy and but for the pol
icy adopted by the country bankers
a few months ago might have
dangerously extended

If the corn and cotton crop fulfill
their present promise the country will
have a solid basis for another year of
substantial prosperity The Northwest
has been hurt by a short crop as Texas
and Oklahoma were hurt last year but
the latter have done well this year and
a good average for the whole country
seems to be practically assured The In-

dustries and enterprises of the country
will go forward upon this with
confidence and energy
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WASHINGTON MODEL

IN STREET PLANS

Cities Fail Where It
Is Correct

WISER METHODS

Most American Municipalities Con
fronted with Problem Difficult to
Solve Qrovrth from Small Begin-
nings to Narrow

and Consented Conditions

In most cities the older portions have
grown front small beginnings and the
street plan ha been the result of chance
Occasionally a city Is created upon a
site deliberately chosen a Washington
was In easy an opportunity 1

offered to create a plan peculiarly adapt-
ed to special development in mind
There are a tow other instances in this
country where the future possibilities
appear to have been reaKaed Indian-
apolis and Detroit might be mentioned

In New York City the commission
created in 1107 to prepare a street plan
failed to anticipate future growth This
commission appeared to believe that the
chief traffic would be across the island
from the North River to the Last
and east and west streets were laid out
with only 39 feet intervening while the
north and south avenues were placed
from 7M to f9 feet apart The values
of real estate having become enormous
U Is now impracticable to correct atf-

takec In this original plan within rea-
sonable limits of expenditure

Diagonal Street Important-
A characteristic feature of mot

cities Is the lack of important
streets leading to some definite

point of interest These diagonals need
not be tons or tr Jit for their entire
distance but different sections of them
should be free from deflection This is
the charm of Washington and of Paris
One may follow the numerous diagonal
streets In either of these capitals and
bo quite sure of reaching some point of
Interest While it is often impossible to
correct mistakes of planning within prac-
ticable limits of expenses there are few
dues where conditions cannot be im-
proved

In many Anvaican cities additions have
been made by extension of the city limits
or by consolidation with other cities Fre-
quently these additions have NeD ex-
ploited by the suburban developer They
are often so limited In area that U is
difficult to do anything but extend the
city plan over them It occasionally hap-
pens that an extension of the city limits
will Include a number of enters of popu-
lation and that these are disconnected-
and could be absorbed in larger city
plan without serious detriment Areas of
this kind are almost Invariably traversed
by highways watch follow natural of
traffic They should be made the con-
trolling feature of the city plant They
are generally of the ordinary country
road width This will be totally inade-
quate but they are usually allowed to re
main until they have been so built up as
to make a widening expensive

What then is the logical method of pro
cedure The first thing Is to determine
the relative position of the different parts
of the raw territory It will then be pos-

sible to proceed with mapping in widely
separated actions with a positive knowl-
edge of the relation of the street lines in

section to those in another The next
thing which will demand attention is the
system of existing roads There was and
Is a good reason for these These roads
should form the skeleton of our future
street system Often It will be necessary
to straighten there and In all cases to
widen them They should be Trot less
than 110 feet in vjjdth and In some

even wider If the old road has
good shade trees the orlglhal highway
can probably be preserved for pleasure
driving while another section can be re-
served for railroad tracks and perhaps
still another for automobiles

These old roads may have bees nearly
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Grfinkle Building Thirteenth and F Streets

paralleled or approximately radial while
the croMconnections may have been In
frequent or unimproved They moat
therefore be carefully considered They
should be straight between the parallel
or radial highways wherever possible

Intervening Spaces Easy
When these controlling streets have

been definitely determined we need not
worry about filling in the space between
Whether k would be advantageous to
have the intervening spaces treated in a
uniform manner I questionable Here
where the topography suggests It a

system of streets may be laid
out there a saaetaa depth of with
space for gardens may be provided
again lAd a group of narrower
streets compactly built up with
courts and small houses heating upon
a little plot of grass

No reference yet been made to a
system of parka and playgrounds The
policy of most of our been to
defer the selection of park sites until the
necessity for pub has become apparent
Meanwhile the adoption of a street plan

converted acreage property into dry
lots with a treat Increase in value It
there Is a particular bit of woodland an
elevation with a commanding outlook or
even a piece of towlying land traversed
by a stream which have not yet been
cut up Into bonding they can be
most advantageously set aside a future
parka

Parka Should Be Scattered
Those reeervatkmsAshould be scattered

so that there will be some open space
within walking durance of every J i

dent These park should be connected
by adequate roadways not necessary
straight or even of uniform width but
contracted where the topography would
Involve expensive construction and again
expanded In a territory we have
been considering it may be useless to
speak of the grouping of public
ing for the important municipal centers
have already established There
are however minor public buildings
such a school libraries public baths
and comfort stations police stations and
fire houses and it would be most desir-
able to set aaide here and these what
might be termed municipal blocks
upon which these buildings could be
grouped in a very effective manner

The writer knows of no instance of the
formulation and execution of a policy
such a ha outlined but it ap-
pears to be o reasonable and logical
that it is a matter of surprise that the
problem of making a city plan never
been 1A thfe manner

Henry Tourist Business in Bermuda
Consul W Maxwell Greene of Ramp

ton reports that the and board
of Bermuda have been well

filled during the 190010 season The sum
martourist season brings a large num-
ber of people to the island The consul
adds that there is apparently no teaser
why the colony should become one
of the leading resorts of the western
world
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Office Structure at G and Eleventh Streets

FOURTEENTH AND U

Susy Four Corners Where
Car Lines Cross

BUSINESS CENTERS THERE

Small Traders with Rare ForeslRhi
Plant Their Ventures and CroW
lip With the Xelehborhobd Great
Diversity of Slercantlle Interests
Represented Along This Street

For many years Imitnns ha been grad-
ually creeping oat Fourteenth street un-

til It fa sow one of the pftaOpal mer-

cantile thoroughfares of toe dQr Not
that It has large department staves or
that the houses established there are the
biggest hi their line but small places of
business have been multiplied until it is
the home of the baker and small trader
and possibly more lines of profitable re-

tail trade are represented la Fourteenth
street than to any other thoroughfare of
Washington

Just as retail trade has been gathering-
in the street for many Yen it has
shown a tendency to centralise at cer-

tain points One of i at Four
teenth and U streets where the junction
of the two lines of the Capital Traction
Company are laid down point un-

der existing conditions I the crossing-
of the ways and It I natural that it
should become one of the features of
this great busluusu street

Two Banks Shield Money
On opposite corners of U street stands

two of the savings banks of the city
the United States and th Fourteenth
Street beth of which have met with a
got degree of success The banks are
not only a convenience to the business
houses located above and below them In
Fourteenth street hut they are the de-

positories of the funds of a large clien-
tele which resides in the vicinity Tie
financiers who organised these banks
established them and have kept them go-
ing had wise foresight as to the future
growth of Washington

Nearby is the Philadelphia Oyster
House one of the principal depots of the
suculent bivalve in Its season In the
Capital City H Sands the
proprietor takes just a personal
letter written to him from the local health
department commending him upon the
cleanliness and sanitary condition of his
establishment

The Mount Vernon Inn ha been estab-
lished about three months and met with
success from the start showing the ap-

preciation of the people of northwest
Washington in a convent place to ob-
tain the Martha Washington candles ice
seam water tee and the like for con-

sumption at the place of purchase or to
be taken home The dinner service Is
also a departure for locality and hag
loot well patronised

Hume of Automobile
The Standard Garage I practically at

this corner where hundreds of the
in fashionable Washington are

housed and taken care of Bands Fut
Shop is another mercantile enterprise
which shows the great variety of the
business Interests gathered in Fourteenth

Qentaers Pharmacy holds all the
specifics of the doctor and the surgeon
Storm Sherwood provide cream for the
mornings coffee sanitary milk for the
growing Infant and dairy supplies for the
household of the neighborhood

All in all the corners at Fourteenth and
U streets is a lively place As the years
go by it will naturally become Important-
in the business of the city Land
values will increase larger and better
buildings will probably be constructed
and the locality destined to be onq
of the commercial nerve centers of the
city

Over SAOfl gardens art mnnigM in
with Austrian sctooift and iq

them the pupils are given expert advice
and instruction in horticulture
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