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REAL WOES AND
SECRET TROUBLES
OF COMEDIANS

The few American tourisis who linger-
ed in Germuny and found themselves In
the ol town of Wismar, in Mecklenburg-
Schwerin, this fall, Feheld n *ad, almost
decrepit figure whom the inhabitunts de-
lighted 1o point out with a pride that
might twen srcorded some aged
ennqueror or a tenor who in hi= day had
heen famous on the operatic stage,

Capt, Koepenich!™ excluimed the Wis-
mirian:, keeping their volees low out of
considerantion for hi= feelings while they
rave the information to those they guid-
vl then, ralsing Uiese voides 1o
the most vowiferous of cordinl greetings,
“reww] day. herr captain!®

They touched mockingly respectful caps
sometimes 10 the tired old figure, for de-
rision and regard are lously commin-
gled in every salotation he receives, The

have

“captain's” answer has been a wry smile
nT appreed, n fur hoeth qualities In the
greetings ond o mumbled Jn.**
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hirp. In fact, hiz part wars what made
him the famour criminal of the prosent.
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far

Jr was sald after his up at Koepenick,
thut he had ven released. unaer pollee
surveiltance, afier sorving fAfteen years in
Rawitsch  juil for theft, hurglary, and
forgery He =eeureid ployment with a

eourt =hoomaker in Wismur, but declired
that the palice would not let him alone.
While he w in the United States he
sald the pol had persecuted him be-
couse he drank too much heer a couple
or ttme=. Whichever version was cor-
rect, Voigt realized ot
thing—that & man In a uniform was all-
powerful in Germany

Ko when he betook himeself 10 Koepon-
lck be hired the uniform of A captain of

the Second Prussinn Guards  walked
abroad amid the respactful salutations
nf pedestrians, and liked it so well that

he ordered the first file of soldiers he en-
vountered o follow him. He marched to
the house of I'r, Langerhans, the burgo-
magter, arresied him, commanded the
surrender of the town moners by the
treasyurer, and made off with the booty.
Sentenced to four years’ imprisonment,
he wus released after twenty months,
the Kalser himself having been delighted
with the exploit

It was said that Volgt received as
much as $10.00 In gifts from Germans
who loved n joke on the government, but
littde of It remained when he undertook
to recoup hix fortunes in Ameriea, and
nothing at all = left him now.

AS THEY SAID.

From Tit Bits,

Magistrate (to prisoner in the dock):

What s your line?

Prisoner: 1 ain't particular, as ths
oyster sald when they asked him whether
he'd be fried or roasted.

Magistrate: We don’t want to know
what the oyster =aid. What trade do
you follow?

Prisoner: Anything that comes in my
way, as the locomolive said when it ran
over & man. .

Magistrate: We oare nothing about the
locomotive,. What s your businesa?

r: That's wvarious, as the eat
sald when it stols tha sausage.
- Magistrate: comes nearer to the
line, 1 surpuu
. Altogether In my line, as the
chdking the

rope sald vlun pirate.
Magistrate: If 1 hear any more absurd
I will give you twelve

months.
Prisoner: 'm done, then a8 the beef-
sieak sald Lo the cook. .

Voigt |
vhesrfully |

of poverts |
mrgmtion off- |
e nAtive land |

length  just one

By JANES B, MORROW.

Beer and tobacco more than support
the army. Whisky more than supports
the nuvy. The government tax on beer
would build and arm ten huge battle
ships a year. The whisky tax comes
within $15,000,000 of paying the annual
charge for pensions. About every fourth
dollar spent for maintaining the govern-
ment ig obtained from tobacco, distilled
Fpirits, and fermented liquors. So the
consumer of a gSlass of beer or a cock-
tall may stand boldly forth from be-
hind the barroom screen or curtain and
vindicate himself before the spying world
outside on the ground that he Is helping
his _country—joint beneficiary with the
suloon keeper—to liquidate Its debis and
o promote world-wide peace and Chris-
tian civillzation,

Obviously, in the caso of the drinker or
smoker, neither argument nor quest is
required to find the man who pays the
jlax; he I= the one ultimate consumer,
| sflent abrond and speechless at home,
iwho 5 without rhetorical friends in
Ltongress. Although some form of pro-
| hibitlon = workable in all the States
| but ten, the distilieries are increasing
| thelr produet, and the breweries are do-

Ing the same. The tax, therefore, ks will-
||r||:|3 paid. In the matter of whisky, it
|almost doubles the price of a drink. *

it is evident thal a tax on intoxicst-
(Img liquor does not hinder the supply or
interfere with the demand. Nor has re-
strictive legisiation, =0 common the coun-
| try over. turned togers and tipplers into
sober men. Counting women and chil-
dren, the peopie of the United £tates last
year dranfeabout seven quarts of whisky
apiece. The inerense over the yeur before
was Honam  gallons. Estimating  ten
drinks to the pint and the price at 0
cents a drink, the whisky bill of the
American people was JIT000MD less in
18 than it wax in 190, In the mean-
while, they had smoked more tobacco and
cigars and had drunk 515000 more bar-
rels of beer.

TFanle Worse Than Prohibition.

The October panic in BT secms (0 have
hurt the liguor business more than has
| prehibition or local option, It is unlaw-
‘ul to ¥ell intoxiomting beverages 1 nine
Rtates—Malne, Norty lina, (Georgia,
Alaly Missis=ippl, Okla-

ml North [kota. It s

fleen=able in 1en Butes—New

s tand, Pennsylvania, West
Virginia, Nebraska, New Mexie Wyam-
Ing, Utabh, Newva and Californip. In
'a|| of the other States there are loeal

ontion laws, applicable either to count
wnsk . municipulities, waras, os res=i
o distrives.  But the habit of drink-
ppoetrs 1o by growing, neveriheless
i= possible thag those who drink are
drinking more than formerly, Also, the
population is increasting constangly
faubtless the Anti-siloeon Leagus can
give a buovant interpretation of the Hg-
= horein =¢t forth. On the other hand,
wWistiller= and browers are Joudiy grum-

described  with

| The fall of a banker who las misman-
| azed his bank i+ no new story. Like the
mother-ig-law  joke, i hardly changes
with all“the years. And while there is a
vital, pungent story in the great tangle
|of circumstances that brouglit Joseph G.
| Rubin a prisoner to the bar, it Is not
about the rich banker Hobin's downfall.
It is the story of the lonely boy Robino-
vitch and how he ate his way like an
acid through the thickly folded fabric of
New York amairs,

Robin, according to is own account,
| came to this country a bov of fifteen,
about Twenty years ago. With him was
his =simter, and earnest girl, who had
studied medicine and recelved her doc-
tor's degree. They had lived in Russia,
in Germany, and then for severa] years in

Paris. They were very poor. Loulse
Rob itch obtained an P meng as
interne in the Hospital for the Insane

on Wards Island. The position hardly
provided for her own wants, Her broth-
er was left 1o shift for himseir,

Hin equipment for the battle consisted
of a good knowledge of French and Rus-
sian, a broad general reading, an un-
usua] understanding of mathematics—he
knew differential calculus—a  little bad
English, and no money. He saw that the

UNCLE SAM'S WHISKY BILL ANNUALLY INCREASING

SAYS PRODUCTION OF
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LIQUOR IS INCREASING.

ol:-l.nl srrutiny,

ROYAL E.

Vigerous soung Virgisias and Interaal
beer drinkers now get their aleohol In concentraied form (o escape

CABELL,

Reveane Commissioner, nays

The Bureau of Internal Reve-
veurs ago thag any
¢ conthining less than

this vime.
nue  ruled several
fermented bevers
one-haldf of 1 per

taxing Intoxl-
then there hav
of the dicision and
now and is invalved in

l'uiimz
been
ihe matier is
vonsidesihle nfusion

“1 am told that the Supreme Court of |
it his declired thut & beverage ¢on-
ing fers than | per ecent of aleahol
= nol come within the statute of the
te which prohibi's the sale of intoxi-
iting liquor=. If that is true, the de-
cision permiits the <ale of a great many

| bling about confiscation amd are plead- | brands of beer that are widely adver-
jing the rights «f private propecty and A and generally = In all parte of
[lh-- employment of thelr men the country. Bevr—regular beer, and npot (»
vounpg Vieginian = the Comibsdoner | the kind ealled ‘near—econtatns from 4
W Internal Revenue, ¥ al FEubank  per cent to 9% por eent of aleohol, that
Calwll ks kl= name in ful "abeall being  whibch = broaght from e being dark- |
= | prupouneed Cabt-cld and pnot C er and heavier, stronger, thun that
one would suess by the spelll which i made in thiz eountry. “Near
| #ix feer und one inch tall, nq Tae of eourse, 18 manufactured ln be |
mes Hiver nece 1 wold inowhnt is o ey terpitory,”
from  Prinveton, ﬂ:u-ll-.l law “kA'en though lnuor of all kinds™ [
racticed in Richmond with his father, | sanl, "has been voted ot of =cveral
r ime  pogtnaster in e and  three ates and out of many counties, town
b ¥ calldd v Washington ips. cities, and villages in other States,
H MucVeugzt, who, being wis an inertnse duoring the last
. | grizsz u] himself, demanils vouth and in e venr of L0 gullons in the
| telligent enerey in the Treasury, il.ﬁ tuction of distilled spirits™
salury Is $i0m m year and be b= oa B ‘ur  population = erowing all the
nis Likewime® e 15 a0 Hep n, i Mr. Cabell answermi, “and we are
i e down from  an anchent ansuming more of everything in the
lof Viemitda Whigs., One of his form of food and dreink. The n, weneral
ln..ran-l{.alh-r- however, was a Pemocrut "Y:rmrr-rm by the tigures, goes bevend
nd sat in Congress from Thomas Jeffor- | br wndd clothing and Includes
=on's  district When he talks internal ! drink hlr liquors. The smoke of the dis- |
revenue  Pe sounds ke an  animated | tllery mingles with the smoke of the
| ok, I7 B has wpinions pertiining to | Iactory,
jprohibition as o« 1mive of drunken- Priven Out of Aosinens.
- B¢ vonceals them for the most part ] cxgiuratly both  dealer and  drinker
fiby & wecltad ol The Terte prefor the more concentrated form  of
A New Deink. aleohel, which s either whisky or
| “What i ‘near” heer I asked him | weundy s Tt require e and can
and whers = It hrewed ™ b shipped by express, “Hlind tigers" can
Ir is o new drink,” he answersd, “that | =1l [t With lesx chance of detection und
cannnt “be precision  at

nt of aleohol was not !

!ﬂ.- barrels or 18 boxes and a clutter of

| empty bortles PFrohibitory laws have
Lelrd 4 number of local hrewerles out
| business, small establishments that

{Ia-u[ plied the trade of restricted regions

| Whizsky ham displaced bheer In such com-
| munities. If any beer i =old. it comes in
| sec nrl from kirge brewerles at a dis-

!An .
“However, there has heen o decr
T =uid, “in the number of disville
of wholesale and retall layor dealers ™
“*The monufacture of =pirits is hecom=
ing contralizssd. 1t i= following the meth-
cds of muodern business. There are about
aw distillerie= in the Unlted Stares at
which =pirits are Ae of grain, molas-.
amd fruits. Ten yours ngo there ware
establishments producing  bramly
from frizie. ol 1LEA producing spirita
from grain—to0 in all. North Caroline
jthen had 156 distilleries. Now It s a
|' ' HSiate. Back in those diys the pre-
tion of most distilleries was small,
G idually the business came into contrel
|or certain groups of men, just as the |[ren
and steel business heepme centered in a
few hande There are glight distilleries
in Ilinmi=, Bix of them are in aperation,
and last yeur they pald 2o oW of the
2500 collected by th vernment in
[taxexs on the manufacturing branch ef
Ithe whisky industry. While legislation
roduced somewhat the number eof
r1l distilleries, more whisky than ever
heing preduced, which shows that the
imuking of gpirits |= undergoing the same
|e banges that have occurredd in the mak-
g of alnosy everything vl=e in the
|esuntry. Banks and rallroads are com-
{bining, So are the distilleries. The little
distillery, unless |t is manufacturing a
specin]l brand of whisky, hus heen sold er
mbandoned by lis forn owners"
*What Ix a distille that produces
’Ihrand}' fram frults® Thers =eems ta be
|more of them than distillerics that pro-
dm—r\ whizsky from grain'

|

has

“There wius objection originally to the |

e=s bother than they can sell brer with taxation of beverages made hy lhr- for- ‘sﬁronm.‘ and rlnd the stills.

DESPITE THE PROHIBITION LAWS IN MANY STATES

mentation of frults. The farmer, It was
sald, prexsed clder from apples and paid
no tax. Logically, he should be permit-
ted to press wine from grupes, Conse-
quently beverages made from apples,
ETapes, peaches, pears, cherries, prunes,
fgs, and berries are not taxable, hut

_| when alcohol iz added the beverage be-

comes brandy and as such is taxable,
but not at the rate of §L.10 a gallon, as is
the law with respect to whisky.

“The first tax on intoxbcating lquors
was Inid in the eighteenth century. Doe-
trinally, the Democratic party was op-
pomed (o Internal taxation, but suach
taxes were regularly authorized as war
measure=. In I8, during the war be-
tween the North and South splrits, fer-
mented liquors, and other things were
taked that money might be obtained for
the suppart of the national government.
The tax on spirita, beer, and tobacco has
been collected over sinfe. There Is also
A tax on olromargarine, and last vear
Congress voted a tax on certaln kinds of
corporations,. For the rear 1511 we esti-
mite that our collections will amount to
08,000,000 — $22 000,000 from  spirits, fer-
mented liquors, tobacco, and oleomnrga-
rine and ¥500.00M from corporations™

“You have usserted,” 1 =ald. “that
there has been an increase of Hllleft dis-
tling, especially whers ‘Stute-wide pro-
hibition laws have been enacted.’ ™

“Ligquorgy have heen outlawed In Geor-
gin. They ran neither be made nor sold
In that Sm However, there iz more
‘moonshine’ whisky produced in Georgia
than anywhere else. Indesd. throughout
all the great region extending from
Wemtern Pennsylvania to the s=outhern
rim of the country [ilcit distilling is ear-
ried on constantly. The Alleghany, Hlue
Ridge, and Cumberiand mountaing con-
tain many stillx hidden away in almost
inacvessible places. George Wiashington

had to eall out several thousand militia- |

put down the whisky rebellion
in Western Pennzylvania
during the year 1™ Gov, Lee, of my
State. commanded the troops  and
marched aguninst the men who openly re-
fused] to pay the excise tax on =tills and
distilled wpiri
Were Hardy and Ploas Yen.
“The insurrectionist=, ax they were
ralled, were hardy and pious men, They
were of Scolch-Irish blood, lived in jog
cabing, dressed in deerskin, carried their
furs over the mountains on horses to
Philadelphin and Raltimore, and pode
twenty miles 1o hear the gospel preached
in the womts on Sunday morning. Rye
became the principal erop  of  their
stumpy  little fields in the forests. It
could aot be sold at home because there
were no Stores or warehousss, A horse
could earry but four buzhels to market,
The distanee was very long and the way
up hill and difficulr,
“When the rve was
whisky a horse could carry
lent of twenty-four bushels to Baltimors
ot Philadelphia, Moreover, there was= a
manufarturer’s profit for the farmer
0ld Mononguhela,” a3 the whisky was
known, becane the one Important prowd-

men Lo
that occurred

converted into

uct of Western Pennsylvanian and was
traileq for sugar, salt, and iron.  Nat-
urally the exclse tax wax pesisted. An

honorable and necessary business, in the
view of the pioneers, was threatened
with destruction. >

“The descendants of the rebels of ITH
are living to-day In the mountrzine of
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and some of the
Btutes of the South. They contentiously
hold to the principlea of their ancestors,
Intelligent men will =ay: *John Rrown
takes his corn to the mill and has Jt
ground inte menl. He earries his meal
home nnd makes it into hread. The gov-
ernment in Washington does not tax his
Lireadd. It has no r t to tax his whisky,
Llyo made of the corn of his felds and
intended only for hi= own use, or to he
sold at his pl e. a® might be the
care with his bremd

*The ngents of the Federal government
have |neessantly battled agninst customs,
iraditions, and inborn convictions,
ieit distilling continues, We rajded and
destroved 1,511 outlawed wtills last year
They were =mall, of vourse., but in the
ngeregate could distill aboup 258 gnl-
lons of ‘moonshine’ whisky a day. After
the building of rallways through their
vallexs the ‘blockers,” meaning blocknd-
ers or ‘moonshiners’ withdrew to the
hidden reces=cz of their familiar moun-
taln®. They locale necessarily on or near
streams of water. Our agents follow the
The hunt is

the equiva- |

but |

=0 vigorous that ‘moonshiners’ now play
one-night stands, as we say—that ks, they
move their stills every duy in wagons,
Farmers will ferment thelr grain at home
and steal nway afier the sun goes down
o an itunerant sl in some nook of the
forest. Before daylight next morning the
still has vanished and the farmer has
returned 1o hin home with a supply of
whisky thap j» almost the color of al-
gohol.”

Tragedy of Ralding Stills.

“One of your officers was killed and
three officers were badly wounded,” 1
sabd, “while raiding an {llicit distillery
last year*

“Yer; in Walker County, Ala A Rresl |
deal of ‘moonshine’ whisky s mode

in and mround the town of Anniston.
Surber, our agent in Atlanta, took six
men and rakded an active still In the
mountains The still was approached
from thres directions. Anderson  and
FPutnam, two of the deputivs, were to-
gether. They were fired on from belind
a fallen tree In w tangle of underbrash,
Anderson was hit twice and killed In-
stantly. Putnam was wounded in the hip
nnd his horse wax shot from under him.
However, he gop away, Surber organ-
ized & posse and eaught the assassine,
three men and a fifteen-vear-old boy.
Two of the men were sntenced to the
penitentiary for thirty years each. The

sale of intoxienting liguors, but the Unit-
=i Btates government does nog hesitate |
to license perrons In that very same
Btate to sell such liquors"

Perverting the Trauth.

“You meem to have read some Inaccurate |
temperunce  Hierature” Mr. Cabell an-
swered, “The United States does not li-
ofnde any one to sngage in the business
r-'l seiling distilled spirits or fermented

| lquors. Prohibdtionists  often say that
it does, but they are either in srror or
nre purpossly  perverting the truth. T

have heard preachers asseet that the gov.
ernment s parines of every s=aloan
| Keeper in the country. On euch peceipt
Riven 1o a liguar dealer by any of our
collectors will be found in plain type
the following statement: *Thix stamp b
=simply a recelpt for o tax due the gov-
ermggent and does not exempt the holder
from any penalty or punishment provid-
ed for by the law of any Swate for carry-
ing on the =ame businese within such
State, and does not authorize the ~om-
mencement nor the continuanee of sueh !
business contrary to the law of such
State or in places prohibited by munici-
pa'! law."

“Now,

"

the Constitution of the United
States provides that all taxes for Federal
| purposes must be uniform. 1f Kansas
is taxed to support the nmational govern-
|ment, New York must also be taxed in
| exactly the same manner. The “license,”
mE many goodd people call i, f=2in short, an
occupotion tax which the movernment
has seen fit to levy on wholesale and e
tail Uguor dealers. Manifestly we can-
not ask John Smith, when he comes to
payv such tax, If his State prohibits the
sale of Intox ing beyv gex, or if his
city hax restrictive or regulatory ordi-

:mrm-‘! round to me and =aid,

| wards of ~om

nances. But—and now mark what 1 have to
(=ay—when John Smith pays the tax the
internal revenus collector of the district
postd John Smith’'s name in hiy office
amnd there the Stite or ety officlals may
see it. We aceept the tax, give a receipt,
and post the name; {t i= then up 1o the
Stale or city authorities 1o get the nnme,
work up a ecase, aml progecute John
smith. l

o dealers pay the Federal tax,
s it promptly. They know that [f
they fail to pay they will suffer the fuill
penalty of the law. At the same time
they very often violate State and muniei-
pal laws, belleving they can do =0 with
impunity. T venture to say that ™ per
cent of the prosecutions in prohibizion or
local option communitiex are based on
informution obtained at the offices of the
coflectors of Internal revenue
“If there were no Federal tax on the
oecupation of selling intoxicating bever-
ages al officers would not know the
names of the dealers. A= it s, for rea-
sons easily understood, they do not al-
wars ure the Information that k= attain-
able without personal offort on  their
part. The tax, in short, is a practical
temperance measiures"
WCoparight, 1M1, by Jame B, Mormo,)

BOOTBLACK MADE A MILLION OUT OF NIAGARA FALLS

Now, naturally,
not grow forever. As “oon asx a majority
of the boyx in the square were equipped
with the caps there would po longer be
any distinction in wearing them. Hobino-
viich chose the psychological moment to
withdraw, He had kept secret the name
of the hatter and the drafisman who
did the lettering, and he =old the infor-
mution to hix partners. In threes weeks
more Lhere was hardty one of the Jet-
tered caps Lo be seen on Lthe square.

In his dl'-tfrmlnxtinn tn lesl'n English,
young h i 4
upon the police rgpoﬂm whn regularly
“covered” the East Side. He talked with
them, persuaded them to read the things
he wrote, bogged chances to follow nows
stories with them, and went out to buy
them coffes and cigars.

His Newspaper Career.

Sn, when n new paper, the Recorder,
was started on the most advanced lines
of “yellow" journalism, Robinovitch was
mentioped as an intelligent young fellow
with u bad cise of “news fever,” _d Kot
a chance on the stafl. <o

Here hin knowledge of Euro stood
him in good stead. He read the foreign
exchanges and wrote a weekly column
of trans-Atlantic scandal, signing him-
#elf “Gus Podin.” His other duties con-
misted clhiefly of working up sensational
articies for the Sunday edition. He did
odd jobs of writing for the women's de-
He wrote & novel, And all

first thing to do was to make mas-

ter of the language. He entered & nignt
school. Within eight months he wrote

idiomatically. fuently, and with almost
perfect © and he spoke without
an accenl.

Firnt Buniness Venture.
Meanwhile, he ran errands; he shoveled
snow; he wrote letters in Russian and
Engtish for East Side merchants, It is
sald that one day he bought the outfit
of & retiring bootblack and started shin-

ing shoes in Union Square. The compe-
ttion was very keen. It took Robino-
vitch only a week lo work scheme

to it the situation. He got an mes-
senger boy's cap and fitted It with a

neatly “On
shine. He was sble to make the adver-

part

the while he was keeping half a dozen
side irons in the fire—schemes for plat-
ing silverware, for starting a song pub-

such a schems mul{lll

lishing house, for running & loan fund
in the office, and the like

He nad been game two years on the
| Recorder when his sister in the asy-
lum complained of certain abuseés in the
treatment of patients there. She quar-
reled with ane af the officers of the In
stitution, and then told her brother the
whole story. He maw the possibilities of
an “expose,” wrote an article attacking
the system, and soid it to & rival news-
paper for 200, Also, he contrived mat-
ters =0 that be was tuken on the stafl of
the paper to write articles for the “cru-
sade™ which followed.

The sensation lasted for weeks. When
it was over Robhinovitrh was oot of a
job. He could not have gone buck to
the Recorder, and he did not wish o,
He was born to play a lone hand. He
was too keen and too sure of himself to
fit well into any institution His way
was to At institutions to himselfl.

For a while he drifted about New
York, turning over his money in petty
schemes of different sorts. And then he
learned the bitter lesson that so many
young men earn here every year—that
the :trarger i= nol vanted, just because
he is a stranger. New York is not al-
ways respectable, but It must have a
varnish of respectability on the things
for which it spends its money. Robino-
vitch determined to prove his respects-

A man who had been with him on the
Recorder staff met him one day stand-
ing on a PBroadway corner with wo
men. They looked like pmsperow Hy-
ery stable }
the reporter to nhnke his hnud dullve-

Iv—=he alwave had a bloff, hail-fellow-
well-met way about him—and dragged
him into the group. He named a mining
stock which he had been peddiing sev-
ernl months before, and urged him, with
a verhal slap on the back, to “get next
to a good thing.™

The reporter suspscted that he was
belng exhibited as a specimen of the
young man’s Bcquaintances,

“As regurds that stock,
—he began,

The other spread out his hands in a
gesture of irritation.

“I've changed my name.” he =aid hasti-
Iy. *I eall myself Robinson now.™

Harder and harder the lesson was driv-
#n home to him that there was a wall
built straight throogh the structure of
New York affairs. On one side were mon-
ey and credit and work for sharp wits;
on the other siae were Robinovitch and
& milllon or so of others. The name of
the wall was Indifference.

Enter Gen. 0'Beirne,

One day Robinovitch came to Gen.
James R. O'Beirne and made his pro-
posal bluntly,

“I've got a philanthropie scheme, gen-
eral,” he said, “that I think you'll be in-
terester In. It's a plan for helping peo-
ple with small Incomes to bulld their

Rohinoviteh™

own homes. They will help each other.
Of course, the general knew about
bullding and loan amsoclations bhefore

Rabinoviteh told him about them, but he
wanted to help Robinovitch to go on in a
course that was unquestionably a gooa

At Turnhout 3,500 lace makers produce
“la dentelle de Malines,” a superior arti-
cle both in & and work but
the majority produces “point de Paris,"
used for household furnishings: “‘point de
Lille,” sold in Holland and Brittany for

Inm-. En the weneral took up the plan,
introduced Hoblhovitch <o & number ot

men who had money and some things |
that money dotx not always bring, and |
among them they organized i nml.lml|
building and lvan assoviation, i
They rented a small office in Lower
Brosdway; Gen. O'Heime wa=s  made
president and  Robinovitch becume gen-

cral manager and dld practieally all the
artive work—on a salary of $I5 a week. |
That, with n “raise”™ which came a Tew
months later, was all the money Robino-
vitch ever got out of the association.

Robinovitch was scrupulously honest
in nil his dealings with his company. He
was by no means u.'lgrhh!ul‘ anil ke saw
besides what his porition meant to his
future. Here was his one chance o es- |
tablish himself, to become known as= u,
keeper of good company: to study ""I
Inner workings of a  corporation: lo
wateh the ways of directors and under- |
lings, and the cracks in the corporats
structure through which responsibility |s
apt to leak away and be lost.

Harnesard Niagara.

He must have had a thousand dollars
or so when, after a few gars with the
building and loan association, he saw a
chance at Niagara. His name was now
Joseph G. Robin,

Niagarn waterpower had been ox-
ploited for many years, but on a small
scale. It was in the beginning of the
present  enormous  development  that
Robin turned his attention 10 the falls
He had used his bullding asseciation

ell, and it had used him well in re-
t , for now he did not gof down to
Niagara as a jonely, advemturous pro-
momr. but as an experienced, reputabie
man, well Introduced

ekillful 1 s never d X cents
day, and out of 250 workers only
about X are pald the méximum. Chil-
dren up to twelve years of age, afd even
older, are % cents per weelk Rela-
tively to its value the lace workers pro-
ducing the Malines lace

THE ART OF MAKING LACES IN BELGIUM

workingmen's houses; added to which
are the workrooms Into which the chil-
dren are packed.

At nightfall the benches are ranged
along the wall, and upon small round
tables & petroleum lamp I8 placed, with

He studied the engineering problem st
the faltw till he had the whole aftulr st
his fingers’ ends, and then he set out to
talk & power company. He talked it well,
for he had o gnod proposition. He ‘in-
lmed" capital and took part In the
or th of the Niagara,

flasks of clear water armanged so that
the light trmverses the water and falls
on the lace pillows of the workers.

kpoet
and Onturio Power Company. He still
had his liking for respectable names
Casslus M. Wicker and George Westing-
house were deeply Interested In the com-
When Robin sold out n few Years

later he realized a profit of $1,000,000
From the organization of the Niagara
company, the story of Robin's life has
been told

WORLD'S GREATEST
JOKER FOOLED AN
ENTIRE CITY

———

For the life of me I can never under-
stand why some people, many peopie,
the majority of people, In facy, will per-
sist in hugging the notion that the exist-
enre of a comadian i nothing more or
less than one merry dnd continunsd round

of mirth and laogghter. “irth and
laughter, * forssolh! Never was there a
maore  erronecias  jdea  than this. Why,

I sometimes wonder how it i» that come-
dians can ever ralee a smile at all on
their faces, to =ay nothing of the efect
1hey hope to exerclse on the fentures of
wthers, s =erious and strenuous & their
life,

Stll, there it is' Those who hawve no
rxpegience at all of the behind-the-scenes
*ije of 2 romedian’s profession should,
perhaps, he excused for cherishing this
nation, as they only see the so-called
“langhter-maks r'* at business, where, if
he dows not suceeed ln ralsing a smile o
the fuces of his awdience, he will not
remain long. Presumably, therefore, he
i* more or Jess suecessful in his object—
otherwise he would not e seen at all

But. seriously, the trinls aml troubles
of n comeding are very, very real. Oniy
A few weekz agn when plaving in &
sketch at pight. and rehearsing all day,

other man was sentenced to twenty | | recelssl an invitation o sup at a fash-
years' tmprisonmfn( and the boy to 6. 'In!ullulc- restaurant after my ovening's
teen yeurs' | #=how was over. To my sorrow, 1 ac-

“A State,” T said. "may prohibit the | cepted. Why to my sormw” Well, he-

| causy the mormnent 1 had located myself

on a chalr at my hostess's mide, she
“Now o
mika u® luugh, Mr., Graves, My daugh-
ters and 1 must tell you that she Rl
threa vory pliin daughters with her, whae
paxed at me expectantly—"have bheen
suffer!ng from terrible depression all das,
We look o you to remove this gloom.
Now, then"—amg the kindly soul tapped
me plaviully on the wrist with a fan— "l
funny at onve™ I pat it to you, could any -
one be fLany in such circumstane

Hin Lot to Be Pitied,

Ah. me, the comedian s indesd 1o
be pitied. A distant relat!
passed away :ome months s
fell v my ot to have to go with the obe-
ject of trving to comfort his sorrowing
widow. A job of this kind |« alwnys rathes
a thankless one; in fact, one (s wise to
say as little os possibie. S0l T did my
twest: and in the presence of her two sons,
agw] fourteen and fifteen, nnd one
dagghter, agml seventern, | muttersd
art. rointinz out that this
wax i Irying old world and that the dear
fellnw would certainly be happier in the
next, and %0 on and = forth, 1o be
quite “runk, T thought I was doing the
Job really weall, until, as I left the roam,
I heard one of the o his sister,
“So  thal's cousin = 1T Hea
doesn’t make me Inugh: he's never sald
#a funpy thing since he's been in the
hoyse. | wonder who pays him his sl
ary T

In pantomime especially is the lot of a
comemlian a hard one. He is supposed to
be funny amd to dem! fn humor particu-
larly suited to the childish mind, and yet
almost equally as well suited 1o the sensa
of the ridiculous of the adult. Now, that
I= not an easr task. = 17 Would they
expect 10 make therr best friend’s littlo
boy laugh with the same brand of joke
that they hund out to an adualt® 1 think
not, and probably, if they tried. t(heir
friend’s littie boy's mother would ask
them to be miore ecarcful in future as to
how they spoke to children

Earna His Pay.

Oh. yex, there's no doubt about it ag
all. A comedian i & man 1o be pitied
and to be sympathized with, for he's ex-
pocied to be rqual to every emerzency and
to deal in five-pronged jokes—that s to
say, jokes that will appeal alike te the
young, the old, the middle-agm), the seri-
ous, and the frivolous

By no means the least of a mirth-pro-
voker's woes is that very often he elther
hats to juggie with the sense of the humor
the tthor of whutever pieen he may
e playing in, or offend that worthy
goentleman  far life uentiy, of the
two evils the latter wo M=t assured]y
e the lesser, for mutho like other mers
mortals, are ot infall'ble, and sometimes
their notion of the ridivulous would not
“venm make an  umdertaker's assistant
lnugh. Hence, indirectly, they are doins
e the comedian whe has to dend in their
pood  poods what the immortal Shakes-
peare would doubtiess have described as
A alirty trick.” Sull, there It is; the
comediun is foreed 1o plow  hizs  sad,
serious way through life—a much-misun-
derstond, mruch-to-bae- 1 man,

He has his compenasal of cnurse,

Vi

of

His salary. perhaps you will say. Well
helieve me, be thorouzhly earns that.
Hig chief compen=ation=, T think. lies in

the fuct that if he dos succred in making
people laugh your “copje’ N nat him-
self on the hack and =ay. “Anyway, I've
done something to « ' up the lives of
people who have real cares—1 ve helped
them In some slizht measure, at any mte,
to make them forgst their troubles for a
#hort time,"

|A TREK ACROSS

SAHARA DESERT

Tt Is the opinion of Capt. A H.
Haywood. of=the British srmy, thag
great Saharn Desert Is gradually
croaching on the couniry south of the
Niger, Capt. Havwood recentiyv eomplet-
@l a trip through the desert. He entered
the =amd country ot (ino, havinz been
foreed to abandon the route from Tim-
buctoo to In=slah, which = situated on
the twenty-sizhth paraliel in the direc-
tion of Alglers, because of the Intense
heat. He could not find o desert guide
who wa= willing to run the risk of trav-
eling through the wind-idriven sand along
& route which in certaln parts offered no
hope of an casis or a well in ten days®
e,

At Gao. however, Fe hired a riding
camel and four baggage camels and
started due north to Kidal, accompanied

Ww.
the
“n-

by a cook and an escort of six men of

the Senegulese Tirllleurs, Teiling of his
experiences, Capt. Haywood suys:

“We wen! two and three days between
wells, 1 riding and my boy alternately
riding a ,animal and walking.
AL first we found considernble Saharan
vegetation in the dried-up water courses,
which meant good gazelle shooling and
pasturage for the camels, but asn we

et  northeast
wimh. blowing the sand In our faces,
more

“At Kidal 1 said good-hy to my escort,
hired five new camels and an Arab guide,
and began my longrest and most difficult
trek to In-al.uh. We had now S8 miles of
true Saharan desert In front of us.

“North of Adrar we came into a coun=
try in which there was no sign of water
for the camels, wood for a camp fire, or
vegetation. We now had (o carry water
fur-!m;nd-nud weven nllchtl.m-.




