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THREE DAYS WITH SIR HENRY

Br WILUAM

Jt in often curious what turns and
twists ones career will make. If yoa
Happen to be an actor. As a lad, and
with a yearning desire to shine behind
tha footlights, my supreme ambition was
to become a member of Henry Irving'!
company. Hope soon became a fact.

Having arrived at that age when it was
necessary to choose a livelihood, I was
fortunate in meeting Carlotta Leclereq, an
accomplished actress and a most admir-
able teacher of the art histrionic Miss
Ledercq was, at that time, the mistress
of the leading dramatic school of Lon-

don. She had been so successful in de-

veloping young players that Henry Irv-in- g.

Squire Bancroft. J. L. Toole, and
John Hare had looked to her for promis-
ing material in the way of budding
genius. It was, therefore, the custom of
these great men to attend Kiss Leclercq's
special matinees. I became a member of
Miss Lieclercq's school, and it was my
good fortune that Sir Henry, then simple
Henry Irving, was present at three spe-

cial matinees when I was seen as Romeo,
as Old Joel in "Hester's Mystery, and as
Max in an English version of the Ger-
man operetta, "The Swiss Cottage."

Appears in "Twelfth Nta-hf.-"

About this time Sir Henry was casting
Twelfth Night" for the Lyceum- - He

consulted Miss Leclercq as to her pupils,
and it was my good fortune to be chosen
for the role of Curio in "Twelfth Night."
It seems, however, that Sir Henry was
not entirely satisfied with my abilities,
even after having seen me play Romeo,
and so it was that one day. accompanied
by Miss Leclercq, I went to the Lyceum
theater in order to recite several classic
selections, in which I had been coached
by my teacher.

One of these, I blush to relate, was the
soliloquy of Hamlet. The upshot Of this
meeting, despite the soliloquy, was that I
was informed that I should report to the
Lyceum theater for rehearsal and that
my weekly stipend would be 2. During
this meeting Sir Henry was most charm-
ing, and I found myself in the seventh
heaven of delight.

The role of Curio in "Twelfth Night,"
a courtier in attendance on the Duke, was
not one that would cause even a young
player to swell with pride; but I was
told I had lines to speak which seemed
to me quite an important matter. Hand-
some William Terrlss was the Duke,
and after rehearsing three days, the only
words that I had an opportunity to speak
were these, "Will you go hunt, my lord?"
Recalling the glories of Romeo was. 1

fear, too much for me. I was discon-
tented! In my callow inexperience 1

had come to imagine that Terriss should
be playing Curio and I the Duke.

Harboring these thoughts, I fell an
easy prey to a designing provincial
manager. Leaving the theater after the
third day. I was introduced to Horace
Barry, who, I was informed, was "the

NEW YORK THEATERS.
New York, Feb. 25 Although the theat-

rical season in this city is on the
wane, two new productions were made
known here Monday night. At the Ly-

ceum Theater Daniel Frohman presented
his new star, Charles Cherry, in a play
entitled 'The Seven Sisters." Mr. Cherry
is popular in New York, and his opening
performance attracted a large and swap-
per audience, many of whom were his
persona! friends. 'The Seven Sisters" is

ian excellent play, and the leading role
affords Mr. Cherry many opportunities
to show his known ability. There are
several extremely interesting episodes
capitally acted by Mr. Cherry and the
leading members of his company. There
were the usual curtain calls and a speech
by Mr. Cherry.

At the Criterion Theater the same even-

ing Victor Moore, a comedian of more or
less renown, began an engagement in a
piece called 'The Happiest Night of His
Lite," which is some title if you do not
mind what you say. It is described as a
comedy, which is about right, considering
the fact that now and then there is a
laugh in it not always excited by what
Mr. Moore does or says. However, the
audience, a large one, seemed greatly
pleased with Victor's winning smile,
which was almost continuous. Of one
thing I am convinced Mr. Moore does not
wear false teeth. How this actor does
smile! He must be grinning yet.

In spite of numerous announcements
end many denials, the facts are that on
March 26 the New Theater will cease to
be a house for dramatic productions.
Next season it will be used for perform-
ances of eomit; opera in French, German,
and English. The fate of the dramatic
company no one knows. At the end of
the present season Winthrop Ames, gen-
eral director; Mr. Lyons, manager, and
Lee Shubert, business manager, will quit.
Mr. Shubert is too busy to bother with
any such scheme as the New Theater.
In the first place, it was absurd to secure
a man like Mr. Ames for director of the
New Theater. His only experience as a
theatrical manager was in connection
with a cheap stock company the Castle
Square, in Boston. Behind the curtain
for tne first season Austin Corbin. who
knows as much about plays as a six-mon- th

--old babe, was installed as play
reader to decide on the productions to be
made. In addition to Mr. Corbm there
were, and still are, four stage managers
and an army of employes before and
behind the curtain No wonder the
rounders of the New Theater lost ISOOtOOO.

About May 1, when the returns are all
In. it will be seen that the above state-
ment is substantially true.

Members of the "Marriage a la Carte'
company at the Casino were surprised the
other night to learn that ever since the
run of the play they had been entertain-
ing one more married couple than the
"book" called for. Mr. and Mrs. J. R.
Torrens is the additional announcement to
the matrimonial cast. A sprightly ro-
mance lies back of this: Miss Prances
Reeve, very young, very tali, very dark,
and very beautiful, was a George es

find in London, and soon became
the most famous of the Gayety girls.
J. R Torrens. young, handsome, athletic
and as tbey say in romance, "dashing."
was the moat popular officer in the Twenty-f-

irst (Empress of India's) Lancers.
When be and Miss Reeve met they set a
pace for first-sig- ht attraction which. It is
believed, has never before or since been
equaled. Miss Reeve, however, was un-
der contract with Liebler & Co. to come
to the United States to play the part of
Iseult Ptnchum In "Marriage a la Carte."
Very good, sakl the determined suitor, she
might go but only as Mrs. Capt Torrens.
Before Miss Reeve had time to gasp an
objection, the ceremony had been per-
formed. Now that "Marriage a la Carte"
Is an established stayer at the Casino, and
eO Is running smoothly, Capt and Mrs.
Torrens have admitted their relationship
Oddly enough, the bridegroom has the
part of Gerald Glfford, an ameer In the
British army. In the play. Capt, Torrens
plays it most naturally.

Cyril Keightley has been engaged for the
principal male part by Liebler A-- Co. tn
support of Miss Annie Russell in "The
Backsliders." In the new comedy Mr.
Keightley will piay the part of a husband
devoted to and expert in all sporting pur-
suits. As the actcr happens to be a medal
man at shooting, fencing, and billiards, he
should feel at home in at least this part
of the role Mr. Keightlev Is a comoara--
tiraly recast acquisition to the American I
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provincial theatrical magnate of Eng-

land." He was then managing the St.
James Theater, of Ramsgate. After
fcoking me over and taking into con-

sideration the fact that I was a mem-
ber of jlx Henry's company of three
days' standing, he evidently was im-

pressed with my abilities, and offered me
the position of leading Juvenile of his
organization.

Dissatisfied with the fact that I had
but one line to speak in Sir Henry's
production of "Twelfth Night," I ac-
cepted the offer on the spot, and, having
scribbled a hasty note of resignation, I
immediately got together my traps and
started for Ramsgate. Arriving at that
flourishing seaside resort, I discovered
that, instead of having one line to speak
in a play, I was expected to be up in a
new role every night. In short, the St.
James Theater, of Ramsgate. put on a
new play each night, which, you will
readily understand, is a pretty big order.

Became Leading; Man.
If I didn't impress Sir Henry that I

possessed unusual abilities, I was more
fortunate with my new manager, (or,
after a fortnight, I was promoted to
the position of leading man. When I
told Sir Henry, in later years, that I had
played Hamlet each Saturday night after
so brief an experience on the stage, he
chuckled with glee. The great actor was
amazed when I informed him also that
not only did I play Hamlet on each Sat-
urday night, but that night after night
I appeared as Bassanio in "The Mer-
chant of Venice," Casslus in "Julius
Caesar," Seth in "Adam Bede," Dick
Swiviller in "The Old Curiosity Shop,"
Claude Melnotte in "The Lady of
Lyons." and Sweeney Todd in "The Bar-
ber of Fleet Street; or. The Fight for a
String of Pearls."

After the Ramsgate experience, I came
to America and became leading Juvenile
of the Lyceum Theater Company. In
1896. when with Charles Frohman's Em-
pire Theater Stock Company, Sir Henry
was preparing "Peter the Great" for the
stage, Charles Frohman had offered me
the position of leading man of the Em-
pire Stock Company, when an offer came
to me from Sir Henry to become the
leading man of his company. I had, in
a way. made my position in America,
and, delighted with the country and its
people. I was loath to return to England
even to accept so flattering an offer. I
chose, therefore, to remain with Charles
Frohman and the Empire Stock Com-
pany.

Anyway, it has been a source of pride
that I was once a member of Sir Henry's
company, even if it was only for three
days. On many occasions in recent years
I talked with Sir Henry of my career
in America, and he ever, with great
kindness of heart, was good enough to
say that he thought I had made a wise
decision. But it would have been a
curious turn in the whirligig of time if
I had returned to Sir Henry and the
Lyceum and taken the position so ably
filled by William Terriss, who. in my
juvenile incapacity. I thought should be
the Curio, and I the Duke, in 'Twelfth
Night."

stage, having come from London to be
leading man for Miss Billie Burke. He
was born in New South Wales and has
played in Australia, New Zealand, South
Africa, Egypt and England before he at-
tained his ultimate ambition, which was
to get a Broadway hearing.

By an arrangement entered Into be-
tween Liebler & Co. and Loudon Charl-
ton. Miss Bessie Abott will shortly
start a tour under the direction of
Mr. Charlton. Associated with her In
this enterprise will be Mr. David Bis-pha-

barytone. The first Joint recital
will be given early in March. Miss
Abott was brought to the Vnited
States from Italy by Liebler & Co. to
sing the title role in the first world
production of Mascagni's "Ysobel," a
project interrupted by the composer's
failure to carry out the terms of his
contract with the managerial firm. She
will be heard in various groups of

Julie Opp, in
Julie Opp, who enacts a rampant suf-

fragette with William Faversham In "The
Faun." at the Belasco Theater this week,
is a good deal like the acor who, though
a devoted family man, is ever called
upon, on the stage, to play a reckless

As the fixe player in the
band In "The Fatm," Miss

Opp finds herself a militant
suffragette lady the sort, that leads a
charge on the prime minister, and who
tears up the benches in House of
Lords. Mrs. Catt, the president of the

party in America, saw the play
in New York lately, aad. curiously

enough, did net consider that Miss Opp's
costume as .afar, nor the lines

called upon to apeak, were intended
far a reflection on "the cause." Yet there
are several lines which must haa pro--
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songs, will be In Eng-
lish, French, and Italian.

"Excuse Me." which Henry W. Sav-ajr- e

produced last week at the Gayety
Is one of the most laughable

farces ever made known on our stage.
Of course. It Is absurd, but nevertheless
it is filled to the brim with extremely
amusing lines, of which Willis Sweat-na- m

has the most. As a matter of
fact. is the star of the per-
formance, and his constant use of the
words "excuse me" Is a Joy to the au-

dience. Mr. James Lackaye as a fat
man with a Jag Is also an amusing
funmaker. Miss Ann Murdock. one of
the most alluring young women on our
stage, has the role of a bride who. in-

sisted on staying In the baggage car
with her dog in preference to making
love to her husband. Miss Murdock
has a dandy part, and Is what some

might term a peach in It.
Wilson Mizner announces that he has

completed the cast for the
real-croo- k special charity per-

formance of "The Deep Purple." so far
as members of the uniformed force
go. He has engaged three gifted gen-
darmes to portray the roles of Inspec-
tors Bruce. Connolly, and Flynn.
officers who figure In the drama at the
Lvric Theater. Mr. Mizner has not as
yet secured his actors for the crook
parts, though he says he has plenty of i

material from which to draw. The
several gentlemen whose pictures here

Faun." Belasco.

duced a For the Faun
lays, having witnessed a suffragette
parade: "I saw many females and only
one woman." And again: "These women
were screaming and yelling and forget-
ting the chief thing to love." Yet Miss
Opp U strong for the suffragette mov-
ementfor England. While she la of the
opinion that the American woman has
no special cause .or complaint, she thinks
the English woman is justified, owing to
obnoxious laws, to go to any length to

"the cause." , If she resided In
England, she says that she would not
have the least hesitancy about playing
the ffe In a band if by so doing she
would assist in changing certain laws

are In positive need of rectification.
In short. English women consider that

is only by fighting that tbey will ever
be able, to accomplish anything. They
have tried the other way, and it came to

jnaugit.
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tofore have figured In the rogues' gal-
lery rather more frequently than on
the dramatic pages of the newspapers
have displayed a certain aloofness
when approached by the author with
the request to act right oat in public
Mr. Mizner Is confident, however, that
he will round up a sufficient number
of to make the matinee
realistic

Monday night Chaoncey Olcott began
an engagement at the Grand Opera House,
presenting Rida Johnson Young's "Bar-
ry of Ballymore." As Mr. Olcott ts a
favorite on the West Side the theater was
packed to the doors, with boys even
hanging on the chandeliers In the gallery.
As he never plays during Lent, Satur-
day evening will see the farewell per-
formance of this play for the present-Nex- t

week he goes to Hobe Sound. Fla..
as guest of his manager, Augustus Pltou.
His spring tour In "Barry of Rally-more-"

begins April 17 at Boston, and may not
end until some time in June.

A letter from Manager McLaln brings
this ''.formation : "Piske O'Hara is do-
ing such a tremendons business In 'Wear-
ing of the Green' that I have decided not
to lay him off during Lent, except In
Holy Week. His recent engagements In
St Paul and Minneapolis broke the rec
nrvla fnp rcj- - r a et KAV. Lb - j
,"-- : T-- T ' T-- awe.ara, ana

Is going some when
t eome olher are doinc.'Tn

right, Al.
Aphie James (Mrs. Louis James) re-

turns from Bermuda within a fortnight,
when she will announce her plans for
next season, which. I am told, are some-
what extensive.

In a fortnight Nazimova becomes a
Charles Frohman star.

Sir Charles Wyndham is arranging
with Klaw & Erlanger and Joseph
Brooks for the presentation of "Rebecca
of Sunnybrook Farm." in one of his Lon-
don theaters In April. The entire Amer-
ican company will be sent over by Klaw
& Erlanger and Joseph Brooks.

Margaret Wycherly, who played thepart of Light in "The Blue Bird." has
been specially engaged by Lieber & Co.,
for u principal comedr part in "The
Backsliders." George Egerton's new play,
in which Annie Russell is to star. This
will be her first appearance in a modern
part since her starring tour in "The
Thief.'

It is only a question of a few days
when our theater speculators will be dead
ones. They played a strong game, but
have lost out. jkromk h. eddy.

BESCUED BY ELEPHANT.

Coi edlan Phllbrlek Had Exclrtar
Start as a Clreas Tumbler.

Will Philbrick. who is one of the star
comedians of Richard Carle's company
playing "Jumping Jupiter." which will be
the only musical attraction here next
week, has had a varied and somewhat
picturesque career. He started in the
humble capacity of a peanut vender with
tne old Barnum & Bailey circus over
twenty years ago. When not selling the
toothsome goodies his chief duty was to
keep the animal cages free from bones
and stray bits of straw.

His father and mother were In the the-
atrical profession, and it is only natural
that he should take to the show business
in some one of its many forms. The
first year that Philbrick was a star cage
cleaner In the circus he made great
friends with the animals, particularly
with the elephants, with whose housekeep-
ing, however, he nad nothing to do. One
of these monsters called Skike took a
particular liking to him and his handy
domestic method und seemed to under-
stand every word that Philbrick spoke.

One night one cf the acrobats was
taken suddenly ill, and here was the op-
portunity that Philbrick had been await-
ing. He offered his services to do ground
and lofty tumbling, which were eagerly
accepted. One of the duties of the acro-
bats was to jump over the backs of five
elephants and turn a somersault on a
mattress. When It came Philbrick's turn
to make the leap the other acrobats and
clowns stood around giving him the
laugh and daring him to make the trial.
Philbrick was game, however, and sur-
prised them by going up the run, coming
down with the springy step of assurance,
and twisting gracefully over the bodies
of the pachyderms. This being his first
effort, however, ne was a trifle nervous
and misjudged the distance. He landed
on the back of an elephant friend Skike.
and rolled ignominiously to the ground.
Skike. though both shocked and surprised,
picked him up tenderly with his trunk
and placed htm on his feet. Philbrick
was dazed and staggered about a bit. but
the audience thought It was a part of the
act and cheered him again vociferously.

From that night on, the somewhat bat-
tered Phil became one of the regular
acrobats and tbe star leaner. He remain-
ed with the circus five years, during
which time he acted tn the several capaci-
ties of clown, musician, and bareback
rider. He began to take on flesh, and de-

cided that he was getting too heavy to
double somersault, even with Skike's as--
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THE FAUN

FAVERSHAM
In the most unique, original, and mirth-provoki- ng comedy the time.

By Edward Knoblauch,
"Scintillates with crackling

bright speeches." N. Y. Herald.

"Refreshing is Jurt the right adjective with which to describe The
Faun.' One could tell from the kind of in the theater that people
were letting themselves go in mirth of a sort that is rare nowadays."
Munsey's Magazine for March.

EDITORIAL IN "COLLIER'S WEEKLY."
"Knoblauch's comedy. The Faun." is evidence among the new plays

that a really high literary quality may have popularity. It is filled with
turned lines, with humor finely shaded, and with the instinct

for literature everywhere, and yet it pleases large numbers of the in-

tellectually untrained as well as of the trained. This, of course, is be-

cause dramatic elements combined with fancy and style."
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"A SMOKY AFFAIR."
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THE STAR OF THE CIRCUS AND HIPPODROME WORLD,

LA BELLE CLARK
with Her DaaeJaa- - Watte Horae aad Dorra.

The Moat DHlaHtfal Animal aad Bird on the Stage.
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AND OUR GIRLIE GIRLS,
A DRAMATIC DANCE

THE
Greatest JosncHas: Art on Earth.

NEXT WEEK

sistance, so he joined a burlesque show.
Hers he again got many a bump, but
Primrose & Dockstader discovered that he
could sing coon songs, rescued him from
the "merry nvMry" and dignified him by a
position "on the end" of their first part.
From the minstrel business the ubiqui-
tous Philbrick went a step higher as a
star in popular-price- d attraction, and
then int5 vaudeville. Last season he was
one of the features of Ztegfeld's "Follies
of 190." FTasee & Lederer placed him
under contract, and he made the biggest
hit of his career In "Jumping Jupiter,'" as
an inebriated bachelor.

A Maine Diana.
From the Kennebec Journal.

Mrs. Walter Judklns, of Portland, is a
woman to whom the lure of the Maine
woods is strong. She has just returned
from her twenty-thir- d season In the au-

tumn forest with a record of twenty-eigh- t
deer to credit. Mrs. Judklns shot her
first deer when a girl of fifteen while In

the woods in search of partridges In her
home town of Gilesd.

Mrs. Judklns during her twenty-thre- e

years of hunting experience has tried
many varieties of hunting costumes and
has finally settled upon what she deems
the most practical. She wears in the
woods a stout, gray sweater, a pair of
very full bloomers, the stout huntsman's
stocking, and a shoe similar in shape to
a moccasin and waterproof with of
skin and vamp and soles of heavy rubber.
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Suppnrted by the Channirg Cntnr-djenn-

Charlotte Lauder, in 'Grant
Stewart's

"HE TRIED TO BE RICE."
Tbe Laochicg Socces of London and

New York.

Tbe Thnllroj Oklahoma Ontllt, '

WILL ROGERS' WILD WEST,
lntrorlunnjr Will Roajen. "The Lariat

King." and ; ldi- - St. Clair, the
rhunraon Lady Broncho Eider of
the World.

Tbe Artistic Character Comedian.

JOHN P. WADE & CO.
'Marsr SnelW's Chicken Dinner.'

MADDEN & FITZ PATRICK,
In '"Hie Turn of the Tide."

THE PRIMROSE FOUR.
"On Thousand Pocnd--s of HAiTDn-n?.-

ELIDA MORRIS.
In a Oatrhj Three part Pretoda.

THE THREE MARCANTONIS.
Olympian Gamea Noveity.

'Daylight Motion Picturas.'
The Old Water Jar."

NEJT.T WEEK
Amerlea'a Grrateat
Character Artor,

FRANK KEERAR,
THE ORIGINAL "JAtTK RA.NCE"
IN THK GIRL OF THK GOIJIKN uWB8T. ' SEVEN OTHBR KINK
ALTTS. Bl 1 SKATS T MOHJOJ V .

LYCEUM MATINEE

DAILY

WEEK COMMENCING
MATINEE.

EDM0ND HAYES
THE ORIGINAL

"WISE GUY"
IN SOCIETY

AND

A ROSEBUD

6ARDEH OF GIRLS

"SSc THE MOULIN ROUGE

DR. HERBERT SNOW
OF L0N00N

The djatintnuaried for tiamtj-nlri- e

yean aenior aanjeon of the Cancer Hoapttal. London,

will lecture under the auspaoaa of the National So-

ciety for the

HUMANE REGULATION

OF VIVISECTION
Kndaj. March 3. at 4 JO p. m. Adnuaaion FT

NATIONAL, Tuesday, 4:30

PHILHARMONIC
SOCIETY. OF NEW YORK.

GL'STAV MAHLEB. CONDUCTOR.

Al ORCHESTRA OF 91 MER.

PROGRAMME.

1 Bach 8nite. arranged by Mr. Mahler fmm the
aecond and third smtea. B minor. L major. Mr.
Mahler at the harpachnrd.

Smnbony VI. Pastoral. P major, op.
B

0ertnre. "Oberon '

4 r. "InTitarion to the Dance. '

5 Linxt STnriinic Poem. "! Pretudea"
C00. JLS0. O.00, 75c Seilinc at T.

Arthur Smith'a. liU P atreet.

MaUFSTIft TWO SHOWS DaILT
a araw aw jiatij,, 1:15.
tb A Pa. Ave. m. W.ilEvealaaa, 8:13.

THE GREAT JRGOLIRG LA BELLES'
BIS SCEIIC PR0D0CTI0R

ARI S OTHERS

Order Seats Kerry.

TMatlaee. AH Seaa
Etm, t'oupoa Reserved 10cSeats. A Few at lSe.

First Grand
Masquerade Ball

r.irm by tha CHstoforo Colombo Booatj. Monday
evening. February Z. ai National Rlflas Had.
Priaaa for Best Masque.

MOVING PICTURES.

THE PLAZA
444 NINTH STREET If. W.

S to 10i30 a an,

"Tbe Opea Road."
The t baaa-elles- ;.

Harklaa aad Hasaaeer, la aonae.

Mb,

VIRGINIA
Bet. r aad G Sta.I HAS ItO KqL'AL.

HARRY
Soloist.

CHiCK

Voire Like --Tinkllaa Bella"
5c. Positively No Halae 1a

i


