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WEATHER FORECAST.

Probably fair to-day; to-mor-
row, unsettled; probably rain.
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120 CHLOREN DE
N THEATER FIE
N RUSSAN TOW

Panic Follows Explosion of
Can of Petrol.

SINGLE EXIT BLOCKED

Vietims Entangled in the Strug-
gle to Reach the Door.

Clothes Torn Off Thelr Bodies nas
the Fiames Surround Them—Barom
Traube, Noted Engineer, and His

Two Children Belleved to Be

Among the Dead—Doors and Win- |

dows Boarded Up to Exclude Light.

St. Petersburg, March 6.—One
hundred and twenty lives are re-
ported lost in a fire which to-day
swept the interior of a moving pic-
ture theater at Bologoe. Most of
the victims were children, but it is
believed that Baron Traube, a noted
ratlway engineer, is among the dead,
with two of his children. Many of
those who were killed were from the
farming districts, owing to the fact
that to-dav was the last day of the
carnival which precedes the Russian
Lent, and many visitors had flocked
intn town on that account.

WOODEN CLUBHOUSE,

The building was a flimsy, ooe-story
wooden clubhouse with no protection
against fire except that provided by the

valunteer brigade of the town. Th2

windows had been boarded up to insure

darkness for the exhibition of the mov-

three doors

had

Two of the

have fu

and the

iz
which mi

pictures
ght rai=hed
been boarded up, third

partialiy barred so0 as o allow

exils
one was

the ticket

takeér Lo control tihe Imissions to the
place.

It §s said that a can of petrol be-
came ignited in some way, and exploded
with great violence. In Jess than nine

nminutes !."l{- entire interior of the place

wae ablaze, and there followed a panie.
When the explosion occorred, the entire
audience, with one Impulse, rushed for
the siugle exit There were about 130
persons in the houss, and the greater 'p-').‘-‘
tiom af them were children. Nearly all
of the little nnes perished, and it was
owing to their ability to fight their way
out that some score of men managed to
€50 AT

It i« =aid that all of the victims be-
came entangied in their terrific struggles
y T h the doorway, and many of 1hr‘m|
had their clothing almost torn from their
Ly £ TI ruggle was not o protract-
ed one, however, as the swirling flames |
swept with such appalling rapidity
throuasgh the auditorium that the victims
were goon Fuffocated. Most of them were
ni s when they were caught by

=« gand burned to death

Roof Crashes Down,
Owing 1o the flimsy character of the
the Interior was =oon consumed
ed in, completing the

Etructure,

and the roof ors:

rogeds Th ing pleture operators
were among the victims None of them
hid the slightest chance to escape. It Is

srated that =evera] men who were not in-
cluded in the audience were killed while
trying tn rescue the children.

The fire brigade was so Jong in arriving
after the alurm was given that it could
do nothing toward saving the bullding or
its occupands The members of the brie
gade compelled content them-
snlves with throwing water on the smol-
dering embers, under which were buried
the charrel victlms
TTo-night the parents of the litthe ones
who lost their lives were still groping
amid the smeoking ruins for any trace
of their missing children, Nearly all the
bodies were bumed beyond recognition.

waere to

ASSURED OF LIFE;
SLAYER GIVES UP

Hears Legislature Abolish

Death Penalty First.
i 3

Sacramento, Cal®March §-—Joseph W.
Cooney. wanted in S8an Francisco for the
murder of his rousln‘-\.}amu Cooney,
whilked into the mssembly chamber to-
day, listened 10 arguments In favor of
the abolidon of capital punishment, and
after assuring himself that the bill had
been passed, surrendered to Sheriff Finn,
of Ban Francisco, a member of the State
senate.

Cooney entered the chamber during
the forenoon and took an obscure seat
No one paid any attention to him in the
arowd. gNo one, not even the author of
the bill, was more deeply interested than
the stranger during the debate. "When

TO FOLLOW BRIAND.

New French Ministry Will Maintain

His General Policies.

March 6—P§gmier Monis read the
new mhistry's declaration of policy in
the Chamber of Deputies this afternoon.
| The new cabinet, according 'to the state-
| ment, will follow the main lines of the
policy of M. Briand

The laws in regard to the separation of
church and state will be applied with-
out weakness or violence. In forelgn af-
i falrs alllances and ententes will be main-
jtained. The declaration was received
:coldly, especially by the Socialists, who
were disappointed to find that M. Monis
intends to continue‘\the consideration of
measures which M. Briand Introdoced
after the rallway strike with a view ta
preventing any occurrences of that kind
in the future

EMBEZZLEMENT
CHARGE AGAINST
-~ A CHIEF CLERK

|Arthur M. Travers Arrested
in His Office.

‘POSTAGE STAMP DEAL

Dismissed from Office by the
Postmaster General.

Mr, Hitcheock Issunes Statement Give

ing Detalis of the Charge Against
the Accusced—Sald to Have Taken
| Stamps of a Dead lasue and Sold

| Them to Collectors—Detectives on
the Case for Fully a Year.

Arthur M. Travers, forty-one
years old, chief clerk in the office
|r>f the Third Assistant Postmaster
General, was arrested vesterday
|afternoon at 3:30 o'clock in his of-
fice by Central Office Detectives
Evans and O'Dea charged with em-
bezzlement.

He was released at 7 o'clock last
night on $5,000 bond, furnished by

|Louis A. Yost, representing the Pa-

cific Coast Casualty Company.
ALLEGED STAMP DEAL,

It is alleged that Travers, who acted
as the Third Assistant Postmaster Gen-
r.t:ml during (he abscence of the Incumbent
of that office, James J, Britt, embezzlea
| %4 worth of stamps, some of which bhad
| enhanced in value several thousands of
dollars. AL police headquarters last night
little was learned of the specific charges
| against the prisoner, but it is known the
| inspectors of the Post-office Department
| havesgeen working on the case for more
than a year,

Travers was taken to police headquar-
| ters immediately after his arrest and
| questioned by lnspector Boardmay. He
| was then removed to the First precinct
| station and placed in a ccll awaiting re-
| lease on bond. Shortly after hiz incar-
| ceration he requested that Campbell Car-
rington, attorney, be sent for, and upon
| the arrival of Mr. Carrington, ¢mployed
him as his counsel.

When seen at the station house, Trav-
ere evaded many of the quesSions asked
| by newspaper men, saying he would is-
| sue a signed statement later. He seemed
I!h: good spirits and volunteered the state-
| mnent that he would fight the case.

*1 have notl understood yet why 1 have
heen arrested,” he said, “and am there-
fore unable to make any statement. My
arrest came as a great surprise, and I
am at loss to account for it. 1 wzs at
my desk when the detective came in,
and placing his hand on my arm, said I
was wanted at police headquarters.”

Tears in His Eyen.

Travers flushed and tears came to his
eves when he referred to his arrest. He
declared his arrest was uncalled for, and
that he would eventually prove he was
fnnocent. . The fact that he had been
pushed in a cell instead of being allowed
to wait in an ante-room until he could
obtain bail seemed to affect him.

On several occasions he sent to the
desk sergeant & request that commnu-
nieations be sernt 1o the police officials
with a view to allowing him to remain
n the hallway during the time neces-
gary for him to obtain his freedom.

““This & an outrage’” he declared
“and 1 am keenly humilisted at hav-
ing to remain in & cell while awalting
a bondsman. My position is awkward
n that T am confined just at the time
he people I desire to communicate
with have left their offices, and are
not yet at home.,” .

According to the police, Travers,
while acting as Third Assistant Postmas-

ter General, took stamps of several de-
e —

Continned on Page 2, Column 5.
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SITE FAVORED
BY AL SOULS
CONGREBHTON -

Would Build at Sixteently| “nsarolis i an excellent place for
iﬂ‘.l" banquet and T hope the Jact (hat the
and Corcoran Streets.

Passing of Plutocracy to Be Topic at

Jefferson Day Celebration.
Indinnapolis, March W, J
Scenutor Kern and

Brvan

has written notified

the commities having charge of arrange-
L

Day
He will

for loral Jefferson
that he attend.
probably speak on, "The passing of plu-
In Jris letter to the commitiee

SAYVS:

menis the

ebration will

=special session convenes early in April

- TAFT OFF THURSDAY.
Owner of Property Desired nll:Will Visit Atlanta and Augusta.
Trip Around the World. | Seeks Exercise.

Taft's plans, for hi= trip to
South were completed vesterdav., The
will Teave Washington Thurs-
day for Atlanta, Ga., where he will speak
the Southerm Commercial

the 1M0th Atlanta
will go Augusta, Ga.,
where will stay wuntil the 2%4th
of the momth. Mrs. Tuft will join the
President at Augusta. The Presxident is

President
! the

President

Included in the four sites under|
consideration by the officials of All|
Souls’ Church —the DPresident’s |
church—on which to erect their|
new house of worship is the south-|

Con-
the

Lefore

gress on From

President to

he

will not prevent the attendance of a

' number of our leading Democrats. 1 am |

— | glad that Gov. Wilson is going to be
CABLE SENT TO CAIRO ™ 2

west corner of Sixteenth and Cor-
coran streets northwest.

longing for some open alr exercise and
the White House force that guards his

solf sticks was busy yesterday burnish-
ing them for action

President Taft yesterday accepted an
invitation to attend the third annual con-
ference of all the peace societies of the
U'nited States, which s te be held In
Baltimore, May 3.

PLOT T0 KILL TAFT
LEADS T0 ARRESTS

Spokane Anarchists Trapped
by Detectives.
AN

Spokane, Wash., March G—Assertions
by John Steele, accused of assassinating
Chief of Police John T. Sullivan, on
January 5 that hg knew of & pian in
Eastern anarchistic circles to assassinate
President Taft, were overheard last Fri-
day night through a partition in a room-
ing house, and Bteele and Stuart Mof-
fett, were put under arrest. The con-
versation that was overheard included
plans to assassinate Mayor N. 8B Pratt,
of Spokane, and partial stories of (he
killing of Sulllvan.

While the plain clothes men occupicd
the next room In the lodging house,
Steele, Moffstt, and ssveral others held
nightly sessions. Friday night Moffett
came in with a report that he had been

This site, which is opposite the
New Church, of which the Rev.
Dr. Frank Sewall the pas-
tor, is the most favored. In fact, it
is desired by practically all the
members of All Souls’ Church in
prcfer;:nce to any of the locations
heretofore suggested or casually
mentioned. As a result of this fa-
voritlsm, there is at least strong
hope, if not probability, that the site
in question will be -secured, pro-
vided, of course, that there be no
hitch in the negotiations, which are
being pushed and have within the
last few days shown every indica-

tion of successful termination.
MESSAGE SENT TO CAIRO.

A\ One owner of a portion of the p riy
desired iz mow on a trip aroun the
world. l.ast night a cablegram’ was sent
to him at Caire, Egypt, but up to a late
hour no reply had been ed. While
it was sadmitted by members of the
site committee of the church that such
a message had been sent to Cairo, they
refused to divulge his name. An answer
to the gquery regarding his property is ex-

pected in Washington to-day.
The church body has between $80,000

15

Continued on Page 5, Column 1.

watching Mayor Pratt's home and found

it under guard,
“Untfl Friday night.” said Captain of
5 Detectives Martin Burns, “their plan was

The Baseball Editor of
| The Washington Herald

is in Atlanta, where he will remain with the
Nationals until they return to

to wait until after the election to kill the

Washington.

BRYAN WILL ATTEND.!

|
|

{last Tuesday and the receipt of a|

- NOW MAKE A STRIKE.

WITH HER " JACK”

IN NEW YORK CITY

Couple Found in Flat by the |

Girl's Brother.

WIFE CAUSES ARRESTS

Cousidine Will Be Arraigned on
Charge of Abduetion.

After her mysterious “elopement”

letter by her mother simply saving

lthat she had married “Jack,” Miss,

IBlanche Darr, a seventeen-year-
ald Washington girl, was arrested
late vesterdav afternoon in New
York City,

She was found by her brother,
Robert A. Barr, living, it 1s said,
with John Considine, a salesman of
the Calendar Advertising Company
of this city, in a flat at 203 West
102d street.
living in New York.

"GIRL IS LOCKED UP,

Considine has a wife

Considine was arrested at Lthe same
time., charged with harboring Miss
Barr. He was locked up. Detectives

first took the girl to
where she was charged with being in-
corrigible, and she then was turned
pver to the matron at the Elizabeth
strect station house and locked up.

Robert Barr would not discuss the
casp. The girl, however, so the de-
tectives say, told them she had left
Washington with Considine. who Is
married, upon geiting a promise from
Considine, she says, that he would mar-
ry. her as soon as he got a divorce.

The girl sald she understood Con-
sidine to be a nephew of George Con-
sidine, the well-known sporting man or
New York City, but this he denied.

She was released under $00 bail, pro-
vided by her brother, who had been
New York since March 1, searching r
her. He will have her in the Harlem
court this morning to press the charge
of abduction agsinst Considine, and ex-
pects to bring the girl back to Washing-
ton' to-day. The couple were located on
information given by Considine’'s wife.

Her Mother Prostrated.

Mrs. Barr, who lives at 1I5 O street
northwest, is prostrated by her daugh-
ter’'s escapade, and could not be =een
last night [ ]

Miss Barr met Considine on the even-
ing of February 27, at the Arcade skat-
ing rink, and the following day, the
couple left for Philadeiphia. News of
thelr disappearance became known last
Thursday and created a stir in F street.
Letters and postals were received by her
Eirl
their

in New Yark City.

GOES UNDER KNIFE.

N. J. March_ 6—United
States Senator James B. Martine is
suffering from andther attack of ear

| trouble and it has become so aggravated

that he was obliged hw an opera-

| Ren

tton, _
‘He Is confined to his bed and it will

MISS BARR NABBED

TO GIVE A

DISTRICT COMMITTEE

TTENTION

TO PUBLIC UTILITIES

Determined to Look

Ciosely Into Matters:

Affecting Corporgtions. g

'PERSONNEL TO BE CAREFULLY CHOSEN!

'Representative Johinson, Probable £hairman, Says That:
' Corporations Ought to Enjoy Reasonable Profits,

but Must Not Be Extortionate.

It can be stated, upon high auth
| tee of the House will give especial

trict of Columbia.

indifference of the House toward

lI'ul propriety, and several were posi
| vesterday to indicate the attitude of

{ District Committee toward District |
|

of Missourt, who has besn on the commit-

The exclusive interview with §
Washington Herald vesterday, in which he stated that the reason fer the

ority, that the New District Commit-

attention to corporations in the Dis-

Speaker-to-be Champ Clark in The

District legislation was the fact

that “many of the bills reported by the District Committee were of doubt-

tively bad.” was said at the Capitol
the Democratic majority of the new

egislation. The question of the priv=

MmIission. '

ileges enjoved bv local public utility corporations has been under con-—
sideration, and these corporations will be subjected to close investigation.,

SUBJECTS TO HBE CONSIDERED., $— _—

1t was Impozaihle to learn vesterday| gas more far-reaching than any evep
from members of the Ways and Mean®| ;ljoweq the Interstate Commesce Conie
Committes, who are Now engaged in tl --'I mission
task of s=electing the personnel of !l'.-1 “If a public utilitles eommission bill
various committees, whether any Proj s | = presented to the next Congress and
had been made toward completing *'-"| referred to the District Committee of the
membership of the Democratic majority | ”'“1.‘-'"; I think it should also receive ¢un-
| of the Distriest Committec. It i= known | #ideration by the Judiciary Committes. 1n
Ina Ll SRS - "t jorder thit there may be no question as
|hﬂ“l’“’"‘.", that Representative Shuckle ‘{"”!-,I 9 the extent of authority of the Com-

|

for some will not =erve any
longer in that capacity, having
transferred to the Wavs and Mean=s Com-
| mittee. Mr alwavs held
|mnrr or less radical views as to District
matiers, Ways and

Means Committee will go far toward de-

tee Venrs,

heen

Sharkleford has

and his voice on the
| termining the personnel which is to be
| chosen.

| It %as stated vesterday that the pew
| rcommittee wouid be prepared to deal vigs
.lnrnu.«‘.,\' with the street railways, and with
{!h!‘ gas, electrie light, and telephone com-

| panies Universzal transfers will be among
| the first subjects to be considered, and
| then telephone, gas. and electrie light

rales will be taken up. It iz propased 10
make all the publie utility
comply strictly with the laws which con-
trol them, and if may be that a publle
utility commission will be created for
the purpnse of effecting n thorough regu-
| tatlon of every branch of public service
Wars nnd

vorporations

Some of the members of the
Means Committee were very positive yes-
terday in stating that they were |n favor
of a Distriet Committee uncontrolled by
the corporationg or the representatives of

|
corporations in Washingion
| 1t was also said that the
I do its duty, even though the Senate might
the action of the House

Acceerpt Reasonable FProfits.
hut not extortion-

House would

nullify
Must
*“Reasonable profits

]

Wax Speaker of Kentucky Honse.
Jl Hoepresentative Johnson haz alrcadys
| served in two Congresses. As third rank-—
ing Democratic member of the commit-
teds he has achiesed distinetio 3 ™~
“objector”™ of that body. Throug lew
last Tongresas he fought the passage n
the House of bille of interest to the Tis-
trict of Columblia, until it came to be @&
recugnized fact that he was invariably
on hiz {eet whenever Chairman Smith af
the committee phiuined the flour The
Judson funding bill went down to defent
| mainly through his eflorts. and so did the

measure 1o provide for a uniform system

| of designaling parcels of land in the Dis-
| trret. Mr. Johnson also joined in oblect-
ing to the increase of the Commissioners"
=alarles and many other appropriatiomn
| bill tems

|  Representative John=zon was well known
among the Democrats and the inhabi-
|:.m'.-< of the Middle West before he en=
tered Congress, having servesl in the
Il{r-niu-‘ky legislature and as collectior of
|ir'.I"rn:¢I revenue in the Fifth Kentucky
| district under Presidenr Cleveiand Ha
served a term as speaker of the hon-
tucky hous of reprerentatives and was
la member of the State senate when hes
was ¢lected to Congress

Mr, Johnson was bhorn in 1558, nearm
| Bardston, Ky, He Is a graduate of St
| Mary's College and the Louisville Law
L' niversity.

The Democracy of Mr. Johnm=on is re-
puied to be something on the “reform’™

|
order. Thluring his office holding davs in

ate rates, are what the corporations “(!Kr‘ntuf‘k_v he acquired the reputation of
the District are entitled to and what they | being relentless when It came to attack-

headquarters, |

may expect ns a result of any legislation
from the next Coneress, in my personal
opinion,” said Representative Johnson, of
Kentucky, the probable chairman of the
next Distriet Committes of the House, to
| a reporter for The Washington Herald
last night

! ‘1 believe that
| Congress or the municipal administration
| of corporations may be expected, al-
| though T am not in favor of the con-
fiscation of corporate property under the
gulse of municipal ownership.

“As for the public utilities bill, which
failed of passage thi= last session, 1
| think some such measure could be writ-
ten to the satisfaction of Congress.  [Last
session’'s bill proposed to settle on the
(‘ommissioners the duties of a public
utilities commission and Invest them
!wﬂh the powers of the Interstate Com-
meree Commission 1 huven't read the
bill Iately, but as 1 remember it the
suthority to be vested in the Commission

HUGE LAND FRAUDS
SREN IN ALASKA

Prominent Detroit Men Are
Indicted as Conspirators.

Detroit, Mich.,, March #.—The Federal
grand jury. which has been investigat-
ing the Michigan-Alaska Development
Company land frauds, to-night handed
down an indictment aguinst seven of the
promoters of the company, charging them
with being the active workers in a con-
spiracy to defrapd the United States
of 43.000 acres of coal lands. Assistant
District Attorney Townsend stated to-
day that this frand was the greatest of
all the Alaskan land frauds.that has

been ted.
The men Indicted are Wilbur W, Me-

A McCurdy C. Lebeau, Arthur I.
Holmes, Albert H. Roehme, y W.
Ross, and Frank D. Andrus, of De-

trolt. and John M. Bushnell, of Chicago.
The lands are in the Konsi precinet
of Alaska, the claims being filed at
Junean. The indictment estimates the
value of the lands at $0.000000. W, W,
McAipine, the Detroiter who had the
power of attorney’ from the hundred
othner individuals to file claims for them,
estimates the wvalue of the lands at be-

me time before he-will be able to §o
Y -

vk 3

“

further supervision hy |

| Ing “rascals and jobbers.” Very likely"
{ he has brought the same spirit with him.
1o Washington, for the Congressional
Record contains many of his speeches In
whirh he has fearlessly denounced per-
and corporations In the District hew
believed to be evaling the law. :
It was HRepresentative Johnson who
took occasion to denounce 1, l. Scharf,,
|of Washington, in the House last week,
charging him with having offered to ob-
tain 4.9 Catholir votes in Mr. Johnson'ss

Eons

district at election time
The kentucky Represemtatives n-
variably assumesz a beiligerent attitude

whrn he addresses theHouse.
| the front of the chamber,
i\':mn---s to the open space Jn front of thes
]Srmnlwr's rostrum and makes a stroenu-

Sitting neary
he usually ad--

ous bid for attention. Thr results of
|Irtxlriul business in the House during)
the closing days of the sessjion demon-
strated that Chairman Smith. of the Dis-

trict Committee, was utterly unable 1o
copa with Representative Johnson omu
several of the measures. L

DIES IN ALMSHOUSE
AT THE AGE OF 140

Mendel Diamond Fails to
Have Birthday Party.

New York, March € —They were go-
ing to have a birthday party for Men-
del Diamondsa week ago last Su;}dl}".
because it was Mendel's 110th birthda,,
and so Directer Albert RKruger, of the
Home of the Daughters of Jacob, at 202
East Broadway, where Mendel has lived
for the past four or five years, thought,
that & birthday like that should be cele-
brated with a function with Mendel nst
guest of honor.

Evervbody from youngsters of seventy:
and seventy-five years of age up to the!
oldest man in the place, and the senlor-
of all, Esther Davis, who is 11T years.
old, made ready for the high jinks. But,
Mendel was taken so il that the partys
had to be called off.

Mendel died just aflar midnight to-
night of old age,

Caruso Not Losing His Voice,
New York, March 6&—Dr. Holbrook
Qurtis declared to-day that there is no
danger that Enrico Ca will lose his
voles, but the physician that the
great tenor requires & change of
and -rest,




