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TURNING THE CITY’S VACANT LOTS INTO TRUCK GARDENS

How Washington Is Following Lead of

Other Cities in

Transforming Its

Unsightly Barren Grounds Into
Pretty Little Farms.

Trock farming !n the heart of a big
city. Sounds paradoxical, doesn’t It? And
¥et the pletures accompanying this story
were taken over in a populous quarier

of portheast Washington and lliustrate
the suceessful operation of one of a
namber of vegetable gardens being
grown on vacant el jots under the

ausplces of the People’s Gardens Asso-
slation and other bodies organized for
the be ment of our citizens

These photographs show portions of the
Rosedale gardens on FRracmer street
northeast, grown under the tender care
of J. K. Headings and family. These

gardens captured the first prize offerod
by the Propie's Ganlens Association last
summer for
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Houses of Famous Clabs.
The clubhouses of Harvard and Tale
ocogpy opposite sides of the street and

ciose by are the Academy of Mitdicine
and the bullding occupied by the Bar
Association Upon the molls of thess

nsxociations and the college clubs sre 1o
be found the names of some of the
brightext men in the nation. such as
Theodore Roosevelt, Eliiu Root. Joweph
Choate. Panl D. Cravath. Willlam Tra-
vers Jerome, and the most prominent
medical men in the country, men who
earn their fortunes the practice of
their profession, jt ea, Congressmen,
diplomats, and statesmen who are known
all over the Unlon,

In this street, too, I8 the home of the
lLambs, Some of them are wealthy, but
more are richer in bruing than In money,
though they spend the latter whem they
have it with an open-handedness squal to
that of any of the miitlonaires sround
them. The City Club, where many of
ihe umportant reform movements that
have influenced the political histery of
New York have had their inception, is
located In Forty-fourth streel, ang al-
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spring onlons, and appetizing brittle lot-
tore are gathered from the patch. Later
| In the =meason. cablmge, caullifiower, beans.
tomatoss, and corn with other vegetables
come (n season. These not only furnish
the familiea of the men with food, but
also provide extra spending money.

Tt is perhapa one of the greatest plems-
ures for the gardeners to guther to-
gothor n the fall and receive their share

of the “melon™ thal is to be cut by
Capl. Warren, their treasurer. SBome of
the dividends distributed were of no
small amount. One spring, parsley and

early oniona were agresd upon as the fArst
erop and the =um netted from the aales
amounted to . Of course, there re-
mained u second crop which should
have refigned an equal amount Capt.
Warren sald that doublless If all the
vegetables ralsed on the plot were con-
Into cash, at least 3300 to 3408 could
In addition to the amount sold,
of wvegetables In generounly
s and nelghbors
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daveted to publle entertalnment. At
the broadway corner s the Hotel Astor,
with its multitude of restaurants and
te dining-rooms, including the larg-

hotel mmom in the world, in which

| the greatest public dinners held in the
ity take place. Here, from beginning
to end of the winter meason, cccurs a
{ long succession of dinners in which the
wominea!l men in the country par-

ns ts and Epeakers Fre-

. u et of these dinners are
1 on at the same time under one

During
| Tute,

the present
ox-President

ssusnn  Pre
Roosevell, three

nt
of

Justices of the Supreme Court, and
ither mnational leaders o
ion have dellvered im-

here ot banquets, the
well up toward the milllon mark,

dinner representing f{requently
nditure of tens of thousands of

the other boundary of the

At short
stretch of pavement, constituting  wlat
may appropristely be termed “the street
of the spendors.” two restaurants of an

r Taliona) reputation—Delmonico’'s and
Eherry's—face each other., Both are cen-
trrs of lavish entertainment, of costly
| dinners, and of other social affalrs, in
which the membera of the “400" vie with
nnother

the keynote of thin street is
|money. In every club elaborate decors-
tions and luxurious appointments indicate
the persona| extruvagance which dis-
tingulahes a large proportion of the mem-
bers. Only a wealthy man can afford
belong to the more expensive ones
In order to “keep up his end,” a
mber must throw away his dollars
ith both hands—and he does it. More
than 51,000,000 is annually apent wupon
wines and clgars ajone in Forty-fourth

for,

LOST IN ’rus CorN FOREST

'SCENES IN THE ROSEDALE GARDENS, KRAEMER STREET NORTHEAST.

netively conpected with all plans for the

agers of the Associated Charities, and

ts remach the rear of the lot. In some
cases the lund had beem bought up for

} bet it of the clty, went on record s | speculative purposes to await the growth
| bede sartily in favor of the plan. "I |of the city, and rather than let it re-
| am tly familiar with such work | maln idle, the owners permitied it to
| and have been interested in that which | be uned by the gardening assoclation.

| has bwen going on in Philadelphin™ be! “These lots wern leased to people in
said. “The lund there was lent to the | nesd under a few simpls terms and

v | soclety by generous ownerx 1t was for

Iunﬂdllmm. The assoclation did all plow-

| the most part land that could not be | ing and harrowing and sowed the seed.
| emsily reached, no streets having been | The entlre project was managed by a
| eut th or ¢lse thers was no method superintendent, who was not only an able

whirh during a scason |

VWhile the severnl organizations whoss
Flans for the bezulifying of Washingion
have been outlined In recent Sunday edl-
tiona of The Washington Herald are
struggling with Congress and the public
eemscience toward the achisvement of
the Washington Heautiful ldeal n mer]-
ouns, practical little band of Washington
women is marching determinedly toward
and houschold cleanll-
U'nder the name of
Alliance, this group
i condocting a

the goal of civic
nesy and efficiency.
the Housekeapers'
of. thinkern and doers

war of cxtermination agalnst dirt and
nilcrabes, Without blare of trumpet or
extraneous verbosity, this organizition

| has been teaching the docirine of clean-
|liness to the housewives of Washington
for pver three years, with such good f-
feet that It now feecls strong enough to
attack the probiems of civic houseclean-
ing

Home Ume nexl month & special day
will be allotted for a gencral-cleaning up
of Washington's sidewnlks, streets alley-
ways, and yards. Every housskeoper in
the eity wiil be enlisted in this one-day

gardener, but was also a man of much
organizing abllity. He was the plvot
about which fthe rest operated Hin
duties were many, and not only Included
the charge of [easing, coltivating, and
caring for the land, but also that of an
instructor’s poaltion. Many of the lessees
knew comparatively nothing about the
method of operating a garden and there-
by necemitated a compiete tralning.’

To Detroit belongs the credit of belng
the first city to originate this plan. It
wes about fifteen years ago. that that city
started the vacant Iot gardening. and in
the year following the Quaker City, In
order to discover some relief for  the
host of unemployed, formed an Associa-
tion with the title Vacant Lots Culthrs-
tlon Assaclation of Philadelphia,

In Washington, the People’'s Gardens
Association, In comjunction with several
charitable organizations, s working out
a similar plan to that of the Philadelphia
society. There will be many more gar-
dens this spring and ‘summer thano last,
and before many scasons we may ox-
pect to sen hundreds of large vacant lots

SHUCK]

stripped of thelr wesds and rubbish and
flourishing undor the care of some family
or families of city truck gardeners

NG CTORN .

MAXE WASHINGTON CLEAN BEFORE TALKING ABOUT
ITS BEAUTIFICATION--SAYS HOUSEKEEPERS' ALLIANCE

Organization of Notable Women Works
to Improve Homes and Scrub City
Until It Shines Like “Spot-

! less Town.”

fur some gort of oficial assistance in the
cumpaign against dirt and disorder

1t in In the home lisslf that the allisnos
kas done and ls doing its most effective
work, however, and it is for this purpose,
| more than for the work of cleaning up
|the city at large. that the alllance wns
|ti1‘;nnlz¢-d The alllance states its plat-
form in ita ofMcial lterature as follows:

fa the MHouschold.

“Thiz ailiance Is an afliation of wom-
en who helleve the problems of the home
from: he standpoint of both the house-
koeper and the worker are worthy of
pirious and dignified study and that con-
ditions can be greatly improved by eo-
operation. It was organized with the
definite alms of studying domestic prob-
icms, of improving the efficlegey of do-
mestic workers, and of securing more
sanltary habits, longer terms of service,
and greater reliability smong housshold
empioyen: Its present activities are a
study class in househoid economics, work
In sunitation, and o reference systém
snd registry. This registry is being cxr-
ried om tn an effort to belp both the em-
ployer and the employe and (o encourage

campaign against uncleanll and
cach will be asked to arm herself with
broom and tresh barrels and make a
thorough job of the immediate premises
of her house. Led by distingulshed mom-
bers of Washington's exclisive soclal
circles, the city's housewives will storm
the battlements of the enemy, dirt and
when the day's fight is over ashington
will be, for the moment at least, the
criginal “apotless town.™

While no lasting effect is expected from
thin one-day battie against uncleanliness,
12 Is looked upon by the alllance as the
Lost powsible sort of object lesson and
olarm clork for the public consclence. It
will teach the city’'s hoosekeepers what
renl cleanliness inside snd outside the
home means, and Is expectad to have
some influence on the District Commis-
siopers, to whom the alllance is pleading

whn frequent the Hotel Astor, Sherty's,
and Delmonico's any evening during the
searan gives a result of between $5,000,-
™0 and FI0,000,000,

A Street of Gold.

Figuratively speaking, Forly-fourth
street s paved with gold. Years ago it
was orcupled by stables, sheds, sad
ramshackie bulldings, but these have

in valys nearly tenfold, and a
still goes on increasing year by year.
From Broadway to Fifth avenue the
distance is but a hird of & mile, but
the person on foot has diMeulty making
way along the awnl nidewalks,

Urough crowds of 'm

guers, and their
caba,

ONE OF THE VICE PRESIDENTS.

Yorkers, are located three of the most
Blim I the country

rel ¥ and efMciency.”
When Interviewed for The Washington
Herald. Misa Ellen Marshall Rugg, presi-

=miling and happy. Mother will be me-
rene, well dressed, intelligent; the bables

thers will be no no  extemipore
tusks, no colic, no confusion. AN wiil be
peace, prosperity, and Browning's ‘grow
cld along with me" will be found on the
lUving-room wall in a neat frame, and
‘My symphony and the footpaith to
Peace,” indication of our former struggle
Rfter serenity, will be relesnted to tLhe
waste basket. Down In Maine they tell
of a new pilot who asked for something
to steor by and was told to keep his
cours true to the North Star. In a brief
while he callad down excitedly, “Bay,
give me another stur quick: I passed
that ono long ago.
House No¢ Always a Home.

“It seems to me &3 If we hounekeepers
were in search of a new star. But I see
by your announcement that your alllapoe
exists because you believe that the prob-
lems of the home demand serfous and
dignified study, jg which attitude of mind
1 feel sure we are all at one. But first
of all [ want to express my feeling that
In our struggle for better housekeesping
we must not overlook the fundamental
matter of bomekeeping. Any ordinarily
ictelligent woman can run & house—that
Is, tf she puts her mind upon it Many
and many & woman to-day ls falling to
make & home Sidney Lanler sald that
love, munic, and a wood fire would make
a home anywhere. He might have added
with 5t Paul, ‘and the greatest of these
in love." A housa to be conducted as o
business must be run by rule. A homs
must make exceptions to the rule, and
we who learn the rules and stumble over
the exceptions, whatever we may do
with our houses, are going to fall in
making homes. A porfert home has as

c¢ent of the alllance, briefly
some of the salient features of the work
of the organization.

“E factory b in
hald service are among the problems the
alliance In atiempting to solve,” she sald
“Thess conditions are due in part to in-
aAdequate training of both housekseper
and empioye and the lack of proper rela-
tions between them. Then, po, we have

h

tion of the homes and lodging places of
many of the hol
Our mem to acquaint

bers are urged
themselves with the houring conditions
of their employes and take every means

y constituents God, who Ir love;
father and mother, who are, or shoul®
be, God-idean incarmate; lttls children,
and then cleanli , order, kindness,
and harmony. Everyibing else may go;
if these remain there remalins the deep
barbor of home, nmafe
shipping, great and amall,
Need Tralned Housskeepers,

*What we need s not only trained
servants; we need much more—ievel-
headed women, ble of doing with
their own hands the tasks they require
of others, that they may be teachers,
guides, directors i thelr own homes
This is the real secret of the housekeep-
ing conducted on busxiness principles.
The man at the head of a businesn has

anchorages for

TAKES AN ACTIVE FART IN MOVEMENT.

MRS. ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE,

Ome of the viece presidents.

very often gone all through the details
ef that calling In order ti be himeelf the
best of all his workmen. Very few In-
deed are the housakeeperas who are will-

azx the men are willing. to learn

busipess from the Fround up: who
can make a fire, hake bread, do laundry
work, sweep a room properly, even wash
dishes thoroughly and well You do not
know a grest many women s0 prepared
for thelr work, and we all kmow miny

ln"lri:lhl We ﬁ
st 14
o of h ke and to this end

HEADS IMPORTANT COMMITTEE.

who scrambis along with a smattering
of knowledge., knowing wnothing of the

peris and giving up the individual home
simply because we do not know how to
mmke a small thing perfectly.

““This alliance’ makes close appeal on
cne or two practical sides—the study of
foods, of ssnitation. These are n part of

than the less
city.

and its tributaries are little better off
tmposing

il be but to Impress upom the city fathers
L emm) The prob I \p or later
will bo wisely ang effsctively | The and heads of the verious
sywiem as your regis- | commitices of the alllance are as follows:
ranios o well s eats, Mes F5 B ¥ Mactu-
mistresves as well as| Vies Mrs. H B. ¥
ject to eriticl Ir|land. Mrs Mary 8  Lockwood, Mre.
" doust W. Aidwell Mrs. Robert M. La
unfair, ‘the Mrs. Wendell I Stafford, and
Aces a D. Van Schaick, jr.
| peends tresgurer, Mrs. Alice B.
=% s

i
il




