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I T was the Missiasippi River—not the

great Pather of waters, but a small
wirsam of the same name in Eastern
Ontario—hurrying petulantly over a
rocky fall before It emplicd itsell
into the Ottawa,

N ﬂ‘lﬂ wany miles from its mouth,
mdn}u:l low thnrmsll town of Almonte,

thore waa & streteh a mile aod & hall

tween the big falls running the num-
ior::llb:rooh: mills of Almonte and the -
ids  below.

Thin sunny July afternoon there was pearce-
v & ripple on it. Oul in the middle the
valer was a doep blue in color, while closwe
o the shoro, where the botlom showed clear
n_the sunlight, it was a pale amber.

The banks sheored perpendicularly upward,
anil were covered to the very water's ed
aith a thick growih of straight, slender birch
ind ar saplings, with here and there
3 pine or stout codar towering, old an

tired-looking, from amid this fresh, vigor-

a K.‘l‘;.'rs.“'ia. river hid the town from
B i et woskd Bave Tae. bard

find p mr or more deserted looking
{kss this protty
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Bittle streteh of wae =

heads that it would be grest wport to pad:
dle away for a bit by themselves; and, searce.
Iy had they thonght it, before they pushed
the boat out—an easy matter—ofl the sharp-
Iy -shelving whore

n oo few mingles they were out in mid-
slream, and charmed to find that the wkiff
was moving down stream without any ef
fort on their part.
clen was only a short lime gone, but
it wan long enowgh for the boat to get, a
conmiderable diklance off. The boys Wad

begun to feel frightened, for now the nbiss

of the rapide sounded loud in their ears,
their little facow had grown pale, and they
ners |Df]lLill1 wistfully back at the shore
they had left. .

Helon saw it all. The boat with the
two trembling little figuren in it bearing
toward the Dltur wide, ls::'.n‘ the current was
sivungest; the smooth, swiftly running wa-
tor; the broken line beyond, Iwhere the

Jd mpids began

ihe knew that a litle further on the
waves grew big and whitecapped and tum-
bled angrily over jagmed rocks, and beyond
that mmin the water flowed deeply for a
short space, then gathered itself together to
desh over the Jdam,
Evon if the boys could get safely through
. l.‘“‘hl they would surely be drowned
n

he dan.
A light wind ‘had wp up, and it wan
blowing dewn the st / lars fri
i the opposita ahore shivered  sehitely

“rl:‘ th'w!nu there w‘-?:m
ke itable for bosti

or purposcs,
that this quiet bit below was not often
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Hut this was on Jul: and there were no
t

important
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\ fun’ i for 1 don't
ST B
ﬁ lﬁ a fow wnhm« o.: dthmhn'i.
we must go or it in get-

ow of the boat grated inat the

ore. Jmm out, l??hn pull-

? A and then “bogan

ing he

K ll.lrl:'bo y and T'll bring you back

called out, tossing her

of brown hair over her shoulder,

pulling herself nimbly wp through the

W tries, \

But Ay girlish figure, In the dark

bilue g.t% I!E‘:Illil' gl : , had lardly
m“llu Wheir view among the

before it eotered into the boys’

.

am close! Bee bow strong
We can'

m i, and the noiss of the mpids sound-
now like & ravenous elamoring to Helen.
could awim a litile

ore getting near to the rapids now,
some distance frow the

boom of the waler was ring-
5t ing so loudly in her eam that she ecould
* mot hear the sotw
T sevmed to see them )

“Ob, for strength!” prayed the brave girl,
llr‘l‘iui!lhh:t u:hi:m limbe in

ying cold in  desth

little longer she George. *
not whett I'm & big man ::uh:’ﬁ
gold ring and Jots of things” he A
ortingly.
minutes more and llug

Iate to save her vousine—too
If, but of that she did not think.

ht on to the boat
ing now for wery

The boat was ohly a few yards from the
other shore, but the waler was running

ot rongly
H:ﬁ’—immminu, half-pushing, however, Hel-
en At last wideeoded in getling safe om to
the bank; then she tumbled in o little, Hmp,
wel heap among the tangled brusk and,
girl-like, b out orying.
The E'_ln'l tlambered out of the bost and
put their arms about ler.
“Don't ury, -Helen—don't plesse!™
‘You was as hi-" an
1 fu

They od noross f ;
then T "5 57 ....::"‘:“::aﬁm‘"; e
dar 0 g now —pulled Iy home- '

WONDER/ OF COMETS

C ating bodiea in astronomy. The sud-

traing, the wwiftoess of their fight,
m.{lr;‘:p 'pdd foram thl? amRitne,

s ps/r}m. wem to partake
of the :urulm-. "

term ] ifien s
] comef migni < & hajry bodi
nueleun, & bright tin tlwel”mm of the

bead; thy goma e}, the ud-like mass
'lrll'ﬂ?;uud';c the E_uek;l.ll. and the tail, a

e
direction llﬂnnih wun. There are
of comets withoul the tall and others with
, while some have not even o nucleus.
are mhd' points of dr‘ﬂmmu be-

oen ia A e pl move
the same direction from weol to raat,
ioh is astronomically called *direct motion,”
but the comet's movemenis often from
to weat, The orbits of planets are near
circular. while the orbits of the comets,
on the other band, present every warloty of
eccentrigity, . .

Comela are very numeruos, AW having
ealimates] that re are 17,000,000 within
the solar systeos, basing his caleulation on
the number knewn fo muist botween the sun
and Mercury, Of this vast number, however,
few are visble to the naked eye,

The calculation ol the time of the retum
of a comet in no camy matter, Of those that
move in & clearly elliptical path, by whick s
meant an oval {uck, their movements have
been 8o mocurutely estimated that it i
ble to predict their exact place in the sturry
vault on any given duy and hour,
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The ciher cometa never relurn, or, at least,
not for centurics bence, They
ing our sun their first visit, or they may have
et #0 Tong ago that we have no
y have come Dbefore man
was created on thiv earth,

s eany to see that, under these clreym-+
stances, il l;'n:tvtmly difficult to determine

of all this, some have
beyond range of the lelescope.

y us & visit §
5:4. while the
back in the -sar 124427,

ints of inlerest to

1
was hers in 1010, is that |
whose period of revolution was matinfactorily
eatablished. \

denneas with which they flame inte
sky, the enormoun size of their fiery rocord

to ™
the whole Chri tireatensd
of 744 ia" expected Lion ke were soamm prid7, TUrCwd

the wecounts |
of 1531, 1007 and 1082,
t they were onl
ance of the same comet, w
fixed at seventy.five years.

tured to predict the retumn of the comet
about the end of 1708 and the beginning of
060,  Of course, Halley could not Hve to
soe whother his prediction was true, bub oth-
er astropomers walched eagerly for it. The
firat to discover it was's pessant near Dres
den, who saw it in the heavens on Christmas

r Hallay, on examini
of the great comels

comel eame again in 18405,
been identified we one which come In 1454
and gne in 1878, which were observed an
teeorded by Chinese astronomers,
¢ Jeetured that it aluo in identical with thati of
, n comet mentioned in 1004
Rodoun, that of BOS and finally a com-

el sean about fiftytwo years bef:
Comals ha Lerng mﬂummr ith
terror and 'v::bk.:l::‘ in u:l, o

Halley's comet, o "
B Tk i o
forerunner of victory for William -f.'m-

Queror. Iis wwe-iuspiring visit wan

tod’ b commen-
 sinpicad ;“:E'.:,I“ﬂd of Queen Matilds, in the
te indi

Tia wrrival in 14 .
eate the mm-a-m o{'m ' vl I, who hed
taken Constantinople snd’ u
tion alike were soared by it " i
tus TIT ordered exira jvit l;m re-
fed 1 body, and also the ehurch

W every
g:?h to ring dally st noan. Tn 1239 i Wwan

widered ¢
i"'i.'.’np“aw:'& precurpor of the destly of

Practical Mary

Mary's new mistross tho ht

tectdd in the maid wuch q: iul:hr;gh:: :;
jeots of art om no other servant had

displayed, Pleased | with Mury’s Intelli wer
her miniress whowed lier the best point *,
picturss and bricabre, and at fhe eud. u}
o brief art Jecture nsked whick ohject, .:
like best. "This one, ma'am," rephied er':

inting with her feather-dugl
r:u Venus of Milo, ':l"h.l:“i" to the rn.

: ' U getting more
and more_ intereiting,” () |
"”rrr:. & Mary lbn:?_l'lt W:;i: "il.[:l?nuri;dd-
tnste. "Al:_l_i why n]lal.n{qu like the "mlu
beat, Mary?' ahe asked, anxious (g "
M?‘l\ s eslimale of the famons statue
¥, Wure, mn'am, 't o
doost,” replied Mary. ® the aisiest o




