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July 16, 1911

COrj KlQllT IIY JtUht H.tltHOV
I'TI'X a di or nil incident m ones

llf- if n niLinlit red above .ill others,0' ih long an that life lasts;
I bus il ik ivm now I tannot sec

tin brilliant hc.iutv of the moonlight
HI n I in snow without i shiuldir

Mi bntnci Sam and I ncii hard s

bojs, mil father li inj? oni of the first
tttlem hi Ivortliirn Maine when that (oun

ll W IS II U llili nil ww tiitli milt lint Iirn ill
k Kivcr for a highw i

because vou saw a track in the snow' I
W wire l,o"1 hIioIh, almost .in soon as f '",,K't vou had more pluck," I said, d

hold a gun, mil carl) leirnetl to help tci'nglv
mppl) the fimil) with licsli incut b hunt- - "' won't run an sooner than jou will I

'K w wldn t go hack to the (imp. anvhow. be
If wc scinttiuics nn rista which would 'nro '"-- ' tune's up foi the men to make game

mike i hoj n liair stand on end now ad iih, it "f ",c J"t JO" tick .w long as 1 do," he
w is thought nothing of then retort ed

fin house was near the mer hank, and "l "'" r answered
pi'ti a tinvcnicnt stepping place for the "" wo "CIlt "P the bank to the camp,
luihcrmcn on their a to and fiom the "here we stoned our prousons iwav in the

' l,,'lw fuitliii up the mir httle store loom, befote making a hie in the
Mr I'ritl the "lit id mm" alwavx spent lareer irmttimntin night with iih whin he lnppmcd a'ong The camp was fortv feet squire with scv- -

.niii .iiii jn,i J wcic netr wtar of Inarms enl small vindnwo, all but one of which hail
ji n .nncj of tin woods Wi were sure it strips of birk ticked icros tlic-i- i to protect
w.whl lit hcttir to ride a log, when the w iter the Iiks It had a loof of long split slim- -

'ii I'lnk liiuh tli m to w'o to tin unte. oi gles, with a wide smoke hole at" leist four
1 ,",', " T "ri8l,'lit if there had been a pos feit square, cxaell) in the centre

of Kinh a thing . 'I he stoic room was built behind the camp,
llic icdiilt wis tint we entered a logging of the stiongest logs which the builders could

( imp hcfoie I wiim sixteen iaiR old mil we inul
lot i did a man's work that winter, too' It was ten feet wide and the Irngth-o- f one

Hie timber is plaving out here, unless we side of the camp, without window or door,rno it long haul, wnichwon't pa), so we'll cept the one owning into the outer room
Boon go to the upper eamp-- in the course of It was usiinlh nearly filled with emptj bar-ti- n

dajs" Kiid Air 1'iatt, one evening as the it Is and boxes, left the jear before
in w were about to turn in "I' rank how 'I he whole phec wore a more cheerful look
would ou and Sam like to take a trip up when the lire began to crackle mcrnl) , and

'rl n"(1 FU lf t,lln8 n,c '" right v" before wp had finished our dinner, we hud
eoursc ?niu and 1 were delighted to go, foryottin tin ominoiw prints in the snow,

mil mid to ut onto 'lhe had been well constructed, andNo were used to hard work, and plenty of wc found nothinz to repair except a few ol
it but logging ih heavj work, ccn lor stout, the long, split Rhinglcs
resolute hois "That ;cb's done ipiuk," raid Sam, with

"I'd like some fish and I mean to hac them
tomorrow "

"We oinjit to pet wood enough in two das,
and still have time to skate to the lower
num.' T cnnl tlnr.1.,.,,. t n.... i ..i

...-- nn y uuij. nun nut iiHi-- uiii.
miuwi, and wc were expected to put it in
cood repau

"You might an well stav long enough to
pet up a suppli of wood to begin with," con- -

tinned Mr Pratt "We ran snare inn nmv
bitter thar. we tan when wc pet to the camp
took, put up grub enough to lost the joung
eteis four das "

Actonlinplj wc set out bifore da) light the
nist morning with our picks of provision
and blnnkits upon our backs and good steel
runners upon our feet fcuin earned u sharp
ae and a gun

It wis ten miles to the upper camp, but
wc wcie there long bifore noon

"Lmk the thiw came as it did, else we'd
hid a trimp on snow shoes hiighed Sam

"'I lip snow hist night diilnt hurt the skat- -

ing a hit," I addid
"Whit kind of tracts are thesev" asked

Sam, as we went up the bink, after unstrap- -

ping our skates
I lie tracks in question were quite large

nnd round, and ilthmu'li shi'ht'v tovered bv
the Hum of snow which fell the night be- -

fore, resembled those of a great cat, except
in "Je" The wood is near b that's good" I an
swired, as a thought of what kind of an
animal mule those punts in the snow Hashed
through in) mind

"I know what vou're thinking of, Frank"
cried Sam his face a shade paler thin usuil;
and he was no coward tithei ' Zeke Smith
to'd me list week tl at he was going out be
foil they mined to this camp He sud there
was an huh in denl up this w.i) lies hi aid
'"J" wild nt hki))' Zike Smith is afraid
of Ins own shadow, Sim Would you run

gicai sins' iciioii as we sat ilown to supper

fishing
"I'crlnps wc tan Arc ou afraid to stay

hire?' he asked, with a sarcasm that touch- -
ed me.

"I hardh like living alone tennnlcs from
nowhere ' I answered, carelessly. "Let's try
u name of checkers. Sam Here's a box cover
that'll miki a cipital board I'll h it, while
jou whittle out the men"

Sam thicw another log upon the fire, and
began lus task of iraking iheckers fiom a
striight plained cedar stick which lie found
amoni? the wood

'lhe camp was as light as da ; the flames
danced clncnli, and the sj arU flashed
through the smoke hole, far up towird the
starn sk

I began to check off the board with a
ch irreil stuk which I drew from the hie

'This is more fun than it is with all the
luinbcimen around rcidy to to is a fellow '
said Sim, eontmtedl) "I wonder if we'll
strike a good gum tree tomorrow7"

'Its likih wi max ' I leplud "It Insn't
been worked near here much, and thcie's
some fun spiuees along the run Oh, e

we'll find gum enough' But the board is
ieid "

'So are the iheckers," hughed Sam, la)ing
the circles and squares of wood upon the
boaid

So tint long to pime begin;
hut we never knew who was hkel) to beat,
for it was nevir finished

Just at the tunc when I had diawn Sim

from his king row for a squire fight, we
heard a shout or cr) far away on the wooded
hill on the north

"Who can that be?" I cried, as I spiang
up and threw the door wide open ' 'oinc
of the men hive been cent to help us, and"

"Shut that door'" shirplv ordered Qam, as
ho slammed it himself, and threw the l.civy
bar aiross it. '"Unit's no mans voice can't
)ou tell that, Inmk? It's that Indian
dew!'"

'1 hen It" examined the gun, to make sure
that it was ready, and looked to Ins ainniun-nitio-

wnilc I stood staring at Inm dumbly.
Aiain tnat 5 ell rounded, nearer than be-

fore, and io wild and ternlic that there ivaa
no longer an) doubt in mv mind as to the
untitle of out visitor.

"He's coming fust," said Sam, grimly, as
he threw more wood upon the hhmng fire.
"It is a good tiling for us that the camp is a
strong on'."

The jells came oftencr, catli one nearer
than the list, until an awful screech close by
the small, squire window brought us to our
feet

Sun seucd the guivjuflt as a round, cat-
like head was outlinetV against the fkv, and
two fierce, ea(,er ejes glared at ua through
tbe small opening

"He never tan get in there, but "
Sam hesitated, with a significant look at

the-- great smoke hole.
The next instant the heavy door shook as

the beast tl rew his strength against it, only
to HUcim with baffled rage at Tin defeat, for
the stout bar was a sure nfeguard

'I hen all was silent without sueh nil awful
silence one that brought 0111 hair on end,
and drove ever) drop of blood Lack to our
wild!) throbbing hearts

Not u sound could be heard, save the occa-
sion il snipping of a frostv twig.

;'He's givm it up," I whispered, hopefully.
"Not Ii) a long ehalk" UHDondeil Sam,

demledl) ".lust waift but don't flatter )our-sel- f
with that notion "

To uld force to his words, a wild jell and
a nttlmg on the split shingles told us that
the lit lit. had leaped upon the roof.

Soon Iih fury eves peered at us through
the wide sn and one great paw was
stietcheil out mcnacingl)

"I wis ifaid of it I brow on more wool
As long ,v it w to) hot for him we're safe,"
assured Mini, taking lareful unn at the erca-turi-

breast
lhe repirt of the gun was followed bj a

scream so full of agony and rage tint it made
us tie mill"

' I hit linn that's certain " tried Sam rush
tng to the window, as the animal lolled to
the ground

He wi tumbling about before the door,
biting at the snow, which was ileeked with
crimson tipcts.

Page Five

Suddenly he Btoppcd and looked at us xvi'tlx
an angry snarl, holding up one foot.

"You've broken Ins paw, Sam. Now he'll
leave us in peace," I said.

"Xot he,' dittoed Sam. "He'll 8tarYc.ua
out if he can. I'll just give liliu another
shot."

Hut bcfoic the gun Mas loaded again the
panther w.is at the other Bide of the camp,
nor did Sim get a sight at luni again in

.

We were in for a siege, and must make
four daifl' rations do for ten, or until the
rest of the crew came to liberate us.

Kven then human life might be sacrifice!
if the men were not warned of the elanger
which awaited them.

"Ho mav leave at elaylight," I ventured. '
And the thought gave us comfort until the '

diy dawned, and he showed no intention ot
leaving

lie cire'ed around the camp, close to the
w nils, whining with pam. or )lling with
rage, but ever determined to -- have his rc- -

vengc for the broken paw.
Although wc did not fee him, vvc heard the

snow crush under his soft tread, and knew
that he w its on guard.

"He'll try the roof a soon as it is dark
again, ' said Sam, as the sun sank, in the
west and the stars begaii to show in the pale '
blue sky.

It was moonlight as soon as the tun was
gone that night, and so intensely co'd that
the rcioitn from the frosty, (napping trees
Bounil'-e- l liku pistol shots. '

I shall never forget the glittering bcautv !

the landsiapc which met my ejes whenever
I plained fiom the window, V

It lnigH have been midnight when the
anther tried the roof again. The fire wn x.C timing lew, for, regardless of our danger, wo --

were getting rather sleepy, and the reckless
u?c of fuel was beginning to tell upon our
stock of vood.

Then we heard hint 6prin upon the Io v
oof of Hie store room'
"Pile on the Btnall iitufl quitk!" shouted

Sam.
And a lower of sparks met the brute as

lie glared ot us. '
Ileforc Sam could fire he drew back a lit-

tle, but from that moment the creature was )

fi.mtie.
He scratched and bit it the split shingle

until wo expected ever) moment to see the
skj throjh them, and jelled until the forest
for miles echoed and reechoed with the awful
noise.

"'lliere'f. our last stick ot wooel," said Sam,
despciatelv

And, looking from the little window, I saw
the morning star. , ."

"And the last of the benches, of the bunks,

covriNLUD on r.vai: bin
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