
WASHINGTON iSillLD.

AT THE NEW YORK THEATERS.

At the top (on the left) is Grace La. Rue, in "Betsy," at the Herald Square. At the bottom is Louise
Alexander, in "Peggy," at the Casino. In the middle is Elsie Ferguson, in "The First Lady in the
Land," at the Gaiety, and on the right is Margaret Illington. in "Kindling," at Daly's.

New York, Dec. 9. To the habitual
theater patron, tho man who would
rather miss his dinner than have a friend
mention a piece that he has not yet
'een, the past wtek is remarkable for
Its lack of musical comedy, in fact, this
Is the first week since the opening of
the theatrical season that one or more
of thes.- Hpht confections whose claim
to publicity lies in sauzy plot, tinkling
music, and "wlmniin," has not served for
the cynosure of the prurient and the
anathema of the blase.

Both the offerinss of the week smacked
more of mrit than usual and both were
meritorious in widely divergent fields.
"'The Witness for the Defense'- - is a
rather rlever problem play, while "The
First Woman of the Land" aims toward
coniedv success with a surety that seems
sur" to hit the bull

"The WItnc for the refene."
After i season's success in Ijondon and

two months spent in touring the
Middle and Western States. "The Wit-
ness for the Defense." by A. E. W.
Mason, is lodged in Xew York, at the
Kmpire. The play is strong, with a
strength built upon the homicidal elim-
ination of a husband, but it is the mas-
terful miming of the cast rather than
the drama itself that holds the audience
enthralled and wins hearty

Among the many roles of this peculiar
rarlor drama, those of A. E. Anson, as
Henry Thresk. the witness for the de-
fense and Ethel Barrymore. who plays
Stella Ballantyne. the husband murderer,
stand forth in held relief, and closely
approach the acme of histrionic en-

deavor. Miss Barrymore is known and
loved by thousands who have witnessed
her many successes, but in Anson an-
other Englishman has been discovered
whose character work will make for him
an enviable reputation.

"The Witness for the Defense" seeks
to expense from the pastimes of Eng-
land's elite the sport of
wife beating, which in itself is an aim
to bo commended. On the other hand,
however, it unites an apotheosis of hus-
band murder, which is to be decried.

Stella Ballantyne and her husband
Stephen are members of that portion of
English society whose business takes it
to the Indian dependencies and whose
personal inclinations point toward family
rows as a pleasant means of whlllng
oway tho long Indian evenings. Mr.
Mason portrays the husband in the part
of th aggiessor. ascribing to him all
the hrutish characteristics that sway
drink-craze- d illusionists, and so well does
he execute the part that the audience
are apt to overlook the axiomatic saying.
"There are two sides to every question."
and condone the wife, who in the natural
order of events must. In some measure,
ha'-- been to blame.

At any rate, it Is here that Henry
Tlircsk. a London barrister and former
lnvrr, enters Into the scene, only to wit-
ness the brutal effacement of Mrs.

at the hands of her insulting hus-
band. The scene draws to a close. The
"awyer leaves and Mrs. Ballantyne.
smarting under her conjugal excoriation,
i.ecides to take her life, but is surprised
by Thresk returning for his pipe, and
later turns th gun upon her husband.

In the succeeding acts, a lapse of time
has bridged her trial for murder in Bom-
bay, where sho was acquitted by the

testimony of Thresk, and shows
her In London, where she falls In love
with a young Englishman, who asks her
hand in marriage. It Is here that the
shadow of her crime, through Thresk's
lnslstance that she acknowledge her guilt
to her new lover, looms large and threat-ten- s

to wreck her romance. The situation
is tense with possibility. On the one
hand Is the guilty murderess in love, and
en the other Thresk in the role of an
insistent conscience ' that spurs her to
confession.

"The First Lady of the Land."
It is needless to say that the affair ends

well. Theater patrons, backed by the
weight of popular demand, hold a club
above the head of the playwright that
permits him little latitude. But. though
Stella wins her second wedding rln?through the condonation ot her murder,
the fact does not ring true, and Mason's
extenuation or crime, the murder beauti-
ful, deserves a high place in the morbidcatalogue.

It Is surprising that more playwrights
no not Interest themselves in the oppor-
tunities afforded by the many heroicfigures hurled In tho graveyard of UnitedStales history. To a commonwealth
whose patriotism Is famed around theworld, plays of this order. If graced with
merit and mimed by artists, must ever
hold uncommon interest. Of such fabric
Is "The First Lady of the Land," at theSnyety. woven, and.' through r,

the author, has taken rattier
itarOIns liberties with history. Miss
Elsie Ferguson and a cast par excellence

te i a .'. ,1

give an entertainment that will appeal
to every class of theater patron.

Miss Ferguson has the role of Dolly
Madison, nee Todd, a child and widow
of the Quakers, and she epigrams
and repartees her way through four acU
of resurrected history dealing with the
events that moved with Burr. Hamilton.
Jefferson, and Madison. Mistress Todd,
of course, is the center of the story. She
is shown as the object of the love of
Aaron Burr an J Madison, who come to
woo her in a quiet Philadelphia boarding-hous-

Burr has just been defeated for the
Presidency by Jefferson, and has received
her promise to marry, when she finds
that ho is to fight his duel with Alexan-
der Hamilton. Mistress Todd exacts a
promise that he refuse to harm his ad-
versary on the field of honor, and on the
death of Hamilton breaks off her en-
gagement and favors Madison.

Complications follow. The scene shifts
to Washington, where Mistress Madison's
humor leads the wits of the times a
merry chase, with kaleidoscopic inter-
jections of Spanish ambassadors unlike
anything Spanish, even a Spanish onion,
and Burr's plot to conquest Mexico. In
which Mistress Madison's name Is in-

volved, and ends with the arrest of Burr
for treason.

The play has its good points and seems
to be well liked, but after all Is said it
is Miss Ferguson in whom the interest
centers Miss Ferguson and Nlrdllnger's
pleasing presentation of America's heroic
characters.

Hammerstein in London.
Miss Felice Lyne has taken London by

storm, and the faith that Oscar Ham-
merstein has long had in her has been
fully justified. She appeared In the role
of Gilda in "Rigoletto." Now, among
the causes of her success is the fact that
she looked the nart of the vouncr daugh
ter of the disreputable old jester in Europe.
Verdi s sordid opera. Age and weight
have hitherto been taken intp consider-
ation In the casting of a "Higoletto,"
and the heaviest and the oldest prima
donna usually romped In with Gilda.
But Miss Lyne is a dainty little thing, as

her Lennan on
In Flute "I8 itememDer mat

At that time, and it Is not so lone aco.
she Rave distinct promise of material
success In the line of endeavor typified
by "Hans, the Flute Player." Operatic
life Is full of surprise and Miss Lyne
has bettered all promise. That she has
stampeded London there is no doubt.
The newspapers of city are not
much given to extravagant praise, but
in description of Miss Lyne they are
unanimous in eulogy.

By this same token, Mr. Hainnierstcin's
London season is morally and critically
a success. He has succeeded in exciting
general Interest In his new venture. Ev-
ery one knows that there is In London
a. vast public for all sorts of amuse
ments. Tho experiences of Buffalo BUI
and Phineas Taylor Barnum arc proofs
of this. But for many years past Lon-
don has been Indifferent even to such
orvra as It had.

That Mr. Hammerstein should have
roused London from that sluggish apathy
as regards the lyric stage Is a tribute to
his restless energy, his stanch Napoleonic
belief In himself and his methods. "Within
the past years he has brought
it about three cities New York, Phil-
adelphia, and London supported two
operas instead of one. has also built
an Imposing opera house In eacn of them.

Paris and Berlin sllll remain, as also
Moscow and Constantinople.

Gibson's Sew Piny.
Preston Gibson has received word from

his agents In Paris that his one-a- play,
"The Vacuum," Is to be produced this
winter at the Grand Gulgnol, In Paris.
This Is the first time that an American
playwright has ever had a one-a- play
produced at this world-famo- theater,
"lhe Vacuum," which was produced In
New York last season, has been re-
vamped to some extent, and the front of
the cabinet, in which the husband looks
the lover, when he finds him with his
wife. Is to be of glass In order that the
audience may witness the suffocation of
the men. Mr. Gibson also has leased
"The Vacuum" to the London music
halls.

"The Secret Way," a new comedy by
Mr. Gibson, Is .now running at Keith's
Theater in York, and is booked on

Keith circuit. The Washington
friends of Mr. Gibson were surprised
when they learned of the existence of
this play. No one had ever been advised
of its production. Mr. Gibson also .has
under way several short .skits for bro- -
ductlon at the Playhbuso here 'this win
ter.

Peter Cooper constructed In 1S30. at the
Canton Iron Works, near Baltimore, Md.,
the nrst locomotive operated Hi the Unit-
ed State. It was named Tom Thumb.
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AMERICAN VOCALISM.

"America Is the great voice producing
country of the world. Only Austria Is
turning out singers of 'anything like
equal quality, and not nearly in such
quantity." Putnam Grlswold, the Ameri-
can basso, said when asked his opinion
of Felice Lyne. the little American so-

prano, who has swept operatic-goin- g Lon-
doners off their He has been sing-
ing abroad for several years and made a
successful Metropolitan Opera House de-

but as Hagan In
last week.

"I do not know Miss Lyne." Mr. Gris-wol- d

said. "And I have not heard her
sing, but I see no reason to question the
Judgment of Londoners. They have
heard, as Xew Yorkers have heard, the
greatest singers in the world, and the
English critics usually are sound musi-
cians and conservative writers. Miss
Lyne's triumph is only one Illustration
of my point. American singers are mak-
ing their way abroad, often in the face of
great prejudice and Jealo1 y.

"Our need In America is a national
conservatory of music. What are our
rich philanthropists thinking about that
they do not establish one? There Is
honor and glory and national apprecia-
tion for the man who will found one.
Why should our young men and women
students be driven to Europe to study
singing?

"Another thing we need in America is
opera In English. Why do not some
wealthy men combine to give s

grand opera In the vernacular?
"Do I believe the climate responsible

for the superiority of the American voice?
Well, hardly, because our successful
singers come from all over the country,
from Maine to Texas and from New York
to California. Within those boundaries
the climate is as varied as that of all

We are weak in the line of tenors.
you say. Well, I don't know. Rlccardo
Martin is singing most successfully at
the Metropolitan. George Hamlin and
Ellison Van Hoose are making good with
Mr. Dlppel's company, and Francis Mac- -

one remembers when she played the is famous the Continent for
heroine "Hans, the Player." I 'oveiy voice. young

that
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Xew Yorker. Lambert Murphy, who sang
at the Metropolitan In 'Lobetanz' the
other day? Hasn't he a beautiful voice?" '

Following, are the names of some of j

the famous American singers recalled by
Mr. Grlswold:

In the Metropolitan Opera company.
Geraldlne Farrar. Olive Fremstad. Marie
Raopold. Alma Gluck, Bernlco Do i.

Alire Nielsen. Helta Fornla. Anna
Tase. Loult-- Homer, Florence WIckham,
Mariska Aldrlch, Lllla Snelllng, Henrietta
Wakefield, Helen Mapelson, Rlccardo
Martin. Lambert Murphy. William

Putnam Grlswold, Basil Ruysdael,
and Herbert WItherspoon.

With the Philadelphia-Chicag- o Opera
company. Mary Garden, Carolina White,
Jane Osborn-Hanna- Marie Cayan, Ma-
bel Rclgelman, Eleonora De CIsneros,
George Hamlin, Ellison Van Hoose, Clar-
ence Whitehall, and Henri Scott.

There are several who were connected
formerly with either the Metropolitan
Opera company or the Philadelphia-Ch- i
cago Opera, company, such as Lillian!
rordica, bmnrn Eames, Marguerite Syl-v- a,

David BIspham, Robert Blast, and
Edward Hinckley.

Among the American singers abroad,
besides Felice Byne, Mr. Grlswold off
hand recalled Edyth Walker, singing at
Hamburg; Mrs. Charles Cahier and Henry
Miller, In Vienna; Frances Rose, Flor
ence Easton, Francis MacLennan and
Barton Pursol, In Berlin; Maud Fay and
Marcella Kraft at Munich; Leon Rains
and Paul Petre at Dresden and George
Meader at Stuttgart.

Bear PInys 'Poninm.
Frank Hamlin, a rancher living between

Sheridan and Carlton,' Q leg., was one of
the principals In an exiting hunting in-

cident this week. Hamlin ran onto a
large black bear suddenly. The hunter
wn cool enough to get a good standing,
shot at the bear, and to all appearances
killed the animal.

Upon going up to examine his prize
victim, which had fallen as If quite dead.
Hamlin was taken off his guard by bruin
effecting a quick and unexpected re-
vival. '

The bear reared in an attempt to em-
brace the hunter, who was leaning over
him to examine the effects of his shot.
At this unexpected maneuver, Hamlin
beat a hasty retreat with the bear in
close pursuit. At times the bear was so
close as to snatch at the' retreating nira- -'

rod's coattalls.
Coming, to a thicket, the hunter was

able to elude the bear; and twUh' another
shot Hamlin .put bruin out of

A Chester (1IL) man has succeeded in
eating a gallon ot Ice cream la IS mlh- -
"tea., l

MISS GARDEN AND TBE FOGIES

Miss Mary Garden, with the charming
frankness which is one of the chief joys
of contemporaneous existence, has in-

formed the universe that opera cannot
possibly succeed in New York because
of the pernicious activity ot the New
York music critics.

"Down there," says Miss .Garden, mean-
ing New York, "they have a lot of old
fogies who were In their prime, if they
ever had a prime, when Wagner was
first sung in America. They discourage
the work of young artists and drive the
old frantic The New York critics are
the most senseless writers In the world."

Armed with this piece of amiable cen-
sure I journeyed up into the wilds about
110th street and discovered Henry Edward
Krehblel, the dean and the Jupiter
Tonans of the local musical criUcs,
wreathed In the vapors of a fine cigar
and also engaged on on essay entitled,
"How to listen to counterpoint; or Back
to Bach."

The score of "Fldello" stood ppen on
the piano, and a lino portrait of Da
Ponte, Mozart's librettist, adorned the
foreground. He read the perennial ex-
tract cyuoted above without turning a
hair. When ho had done perusing Miss
Garden's testimony of injured protest he
murmured: "How sharper than a ser-
pent's tooth it is to have an ungrateful
Garden. Why, when Miss Garden first
came here we brooded over the beauty of
her eager endowments in the same spirit
of restorative and reconclllatory bene
diction that hovers over the tender and
impassioned loveliness of the second act
of "Tristan and Isolde.' "

Mr. Krehblel was then asked if he was
actually writing when Wagner was first
sung in America. This he refused to
affirm or deny on the ground that no
man could be called on to incriminate
himself.

W. J. Handerson. who In point of years
of service Is also a bit decanal, was
characteristically laconic. "Miss Garden,"
he was understood to say, "Is from the
north of Scotland. I am from the south.
The south of Scotland 1b used to raids
from tho north."

Then he burled himself in the records of
Italian opera before the age of Tubal
Cain.

Max Smith, of the Press, is growing a
pompadour and found no time to devote
at present to controversy.

Three of the younger critics were then
discovered in the Harvard Club. They
were J. Pitt Sanborn, Carl Van Vechten,
a:id the 81cur Grenvllle de Vernon. They
were asked If they were old fogies. They
affected Indifference to the slights of
the Miss Tlsiphone Garden. With that
lightness of- humor and that quick re-

sourcefulness natural In Harvard men
Mr. Vernon seized a copy of the Har-
vard Crimson, and twisting it Into a
trumpet, quickly Improvised a simple
mellsma in the diatonic scale. With equal
promptitude Mr. Sanborn wrote down the
words: ,
Ijtl the EaJIni jad wince, rair withtm are

uiinnir-s- . .
were in our cradlM when Triitan flrat wa

Mine.
We ire not old fogie. jrt w rarcljr now air

'ing
Oh. Man- Hanli. trill jou nn still thit

tongue?

These affecting words were sung in
canon.

Carl Van Vechten sustained the chief
part to use the musical vocabulary of
the times with superb proclamation of
the dignified musical beauty of the com-
position Itself, together with a virtuosity
of treatment as Indubitably persuasive as
It was Instinctive with inspirational fire.

Charles Henry Meltzer also deprecated
the harsh phrase "old fogy."

But what said Sylvester Rawllng. the
Apollo from Saltflsh by the side of Devon,
he who was nursed to the sound of lofty
music chanted by loud roaring seas?
What In Vlrglllan phrase did he" congemlt
when he read the cruel Invective? He
simply gathered all his forces into one
terrific monosyllable.

He said "Bats."
Thus did he confront the horticultural

with damnatory zoologies Morning Tele-
graph.

Walnut Loir 1150 Feet I ndercronnil.
A walnut log in a fine state of preser-

vation was found y 350 feet under
the surface of the ground on a farm In
McPherson County. O. W. Bachelor, a
farmer, was drilling a well when the log
was encountered. The tree, more than
a foot in diameter. Is supposed to have
grown on the banks of the big sea or
lake that once covered Central Kansas.

The only part of this lake remaining Is
the basin west of The tree
had not become fossilized but was Just
as natural wood as though It had fallen
yesterday. It must havo taken thousands
of years, local scientists say, for the 330

feet of soil, sand, and shale to accumu-
late above the log.

AMUSEMENTS.

IMPERIAL
DAILY

MATINEES
10c, 15c, 26o

..

fireproof,

Bonny Scotch Musicians,

Five Musical McLarens
Korel Instrumentalists.

Jim Reynolds
"15 Minutes of llroadiTay

Williams & Williams
Comedy Cyclists.

ADVAffCE SALE WEEK AHEAD.

AMUSEMENTS.

Wyfyf roptihr Theater, with Bill. ?g
U Surpassing th ILM and $2.08 NSK

If DAILT MATINEES. Sc ONLT
KVKNIXG8, 3c. SOc. and He I

HEXTBAOnDIXAHYft E Si G A G E 31 K N T
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JAPAN'S GREAT OPERATIC

MME
SUMIKO
Ths Karooua Pnmi. Donna Serrano of

the Imperial Opera House, Teklo

In Songs of the Nations
"Qion Knu," from "The (Jcliha,"

in Ebgliah: "Ctirrry Hloasoms." in
Japanese; '"Mr Hero." from "Tho
ITioroUte Soldier." in Engliah; "Mr
Sirtt Suanee .Sae" In Ensliah. ana

"ALEXANDER'S RAG-TIM- E

In Encltih and Japanese
Orclintra Coudnctert by the Cele-

brated Director. B. H. Takaori. of
the Imperial Opera Howe. Uriah
UirU, Klciihaw Itunnrrr, &e.

The Tuneful and Timely Trio

Stepp.nlehlinger&King
In nirnded Wit. Lyric, and Melody

"The Feerew of the Hioux"

LOLO, THE MYSTIC
MarrrU of Mental Sunceatlon

JOE JACKSON
In a 1'antumlmic Abeurdity

THE PIIOTOPI.ANE
Wonderful Dalizht Motion Pictures

of International Event

E.T WEEK'S NOVELTIES

Claud & Fannie Usher
IN ' PAGAN'S DECISION ' FIVE,
ARMANIS from Tarts 8Ii Morei
Hit. Buy Seats j

ARCADE 14th St.
Park Road

BASKET-BAL- L GAME

Georgetown vs.

Baltimore Medical College
Night in tho Rink

REST ROLLER FLOOR IN SOUTH.

PICTURE SPECIALS

'The Awakening of John Bond"
Wednesday, Matinee and Night.

"THE SIEGE OF TRIPOLI"
Thursday, Mntlnee nnd Night.

DANCING EVERY NIGHT

Open to the Public Except Tuesdays
nnd. Friday.

Bowling and Other Attractions

"rfetween Two Stntlons."
From the nton Herald.

"Between two stations." where the
President wrote the Winona speech, has
caught the public eye. It may displace
the two stools, and the two days, and
two evils of familiar proverbs.

The cotton Industry of England em-
ploys many more women than men.

AMUSEMENTS.

THEATER
Ninth, NearE
VAUDEVILLE

Moit modern, and beau-

tiful playhouse. Populnr aud refined
vaudeville at really popular prices.
Especial attention given ladles and
children.

EVERY
EVENING

15c, 25c, 35c

ROBERT HILLIARD'S PLAYERS
1ST AS IKTENSE AND GIllI'l'IN'G DRAMA,

AS A MAN SOWS
Special Company of Fire, vrlth Clifford Hippie nnd "Baby" DbtIs, the

Child Marvel. Special Scenic Equipment. Special Orchestration.

Patter.'

HAND''

That Original

LeClair
Character Impersonations.

v

Watson & Dwyer "

Comedy Singers, Dancers, Talkers.

Lawton
Comedy Juggler.

Imperial Photo-Pla- ys Dlstincfive Motion Pictures

BUY SEATS EARLY.

Imperial Theater Sunday Concerts
TO-DA- Y 3 and 8 P.M.

SPECIAL. .PROGRAMME OF REFINED MUSICAL. VAUDEVILLE ,

DISTINCTIVE PHOTO PLAYS
FULL IHPEIUAIi ORCHESTRA.

Afternoons . . . 10c '15c THE P0PILAR PtOIRAMMES

Evenings . . . . 15o 25c FOPILA PRICES

AMUSEMENTS.

BELASCO

r

ELLIOTT

NEXT

MAT.

AT 2.20

v? J3

ly a

NEXT WEEK

SEATS NOW

8:15

fist.

Week

Dec.
Seats Ready Now.

Will Lavender
Monroe Lockwood

AMUSEMENTS.

Saturday Mats, 25c
50c $2.00
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Tonight

Commencing
25
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PERfECT

Encasement to
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of Technique''
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And Favorite Dancer. Alio to Podeatl aad Sym-
phony Ballet of "THE RUSSIAN WEDDING."

Price. SI to S3. Seat now.

THE MAINE"
Tbrllllnar and Rgurgajc utatton of

"The Mystery of the Maine. ' anown la noQH netares
by Special Pennlsalon of the V. S. GoTernnaent.

8:15

Popular Concert
SOLOIST

HANS Cellist
Popular Prices

25c to
Box office at Bslasco Tbaatar open at 1 P.

M. for sale of ticket.

8:15

IP.xS8S&
flUshlngtea--

Cathoune
CfUSHOLM

COMMNXl

MORDKIN

"REMEMBER

Tonight

KRONOLD.

Tickets,

Tonight

.,3tifeTWr

8.15

THIS
EVENINGS 8:15

MATINEES
THUR8. SAT. 2rt5

Nat. C.
Goodwin

HIS
PRESENTING HIS LATEST AND MOST SUCCESSFUL COMEDY

The Captain

.i9

Tonigbl

COMPANY

GEORGE H. BROADHURST and CHARLES T. DAZEY.

The Big

MUTT and JEFF
The in 120 in

I Vaf ET I I Hi. THIS WEEK

afliaiWlwO Matinee

THE GIRLS FROM RENO

COLLINS AND BROWN
Law Hoffman

Du Sette
With a Chorus of

AT

By

Hit

"With

and

Well Trained Voices
BUSINESS BUSINESS

HIGH LIFE RENO
If You Can't Laugh at Tbla Show You'd Better See- a Doctor.

Girls - Girls - Girls - Girls

GLAYETY
BIG GAIETY COMPANY

IX A OF
AND FUN

FLORIDA ENCHANTMENT"
A Company of 60. by

GUS FAY
KEEPS AN A HIGH PITCH OF

MUST MISS, THE STORY OF THE ADVTIX TURKS O
AN OLIO OF EIUIIT

VILLE ACTS. y.

NEXT WEEK.

Farewell

Pictorial

CALLED

COLUMBIA THEATER.

Washington Symphony
Hammer,

2-- Conwrt, Bee. 12, 4:45
Soloist I

HUTCHESON
, rlaalst.

Ticket. 35c. .".Or, TTiC. and SI. 00.
Ob sale at T. Arthar Smith's, F.

NIBHT AND WEK

IP
i - y

Threescore
Orchestra.

AT

&

$75,000 Praduotion

Cospany

AU
Ibb Daily

Barry
Vlolette

.
YOU NOT

THE TWO

Helnrlch

1327

THE

TOMORROW

'SHING

Sort.r MIKAIL

$1.00

ALL WEEK

AND

n

Musical Comedy

Creates! Years People

I

Florence
Austin Sweet
Arthur Weinberg

20 20
Presenting

IS
IN

WHIRLWIND BURLESQUE FRIVOLITY

"A
Superb Headed

AUDIENCE-A- T COMICA EXCITE-
MENT.

ADVENTURESSES. ALL-STA-R VADBB.

Orchestra
Conductor.

Jbs.,
ERNEST

Wsfcesday

"ir

."THE GINGER GIRLS"

'Phone Your Want
Ads to

The Herald,
Main 3300

They Bring Results
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