There Tom intercepted, laughing,
I HUERS that will hold you lor a little
while.! Turning 1o HBlanchard e
offered apo fenlly, “Juck s the most
impossible fellow on earth; one never
knows just what to expect—

‘O when to espect it, hey!” Har-
ringlon  interruptes ‘But  you e,
Hlanchard, |'ve Lun talking money so
mcessantly to-day, the habit his sort
ol grown on me; it *Hl! will come out
in s rnt of the de

"Well, 1 sincere!
will I‘r productive,
nri‘inr to depart,
|Ing glan

trust your words

Blanchard  waid,
Then with a know-
e at Tom be continued, “and
n the

concern.

he younger men expressed their
hearty thanks for his kind wishes and
stood in silence until he had closed the
door behind him. Tom was the first
1o speak

“Welll you didn't make it?" be ven-
tured.

"1 did not—and I'm just beginning to
understand why so many men have
gone down to defeat at the hands ni’
this—this “lron Man,' as
he said, bitterly. “They have all fou
alone—not man to man, but against the
herd of frightened creatures who dare
not oppose their leader. Why! His
very name sirikes terror Yo their in-
most soul, Caldwell, millionaire though
he is, trembled at the thought of such
a thing; even after 1 had convineed
him victory must follow, he relused. |
tell you 1 is incredulous, unhrllﬂ
able, even sospicions. | pleaded—] im-
plored, but he would not budge an inch,
and—well, 1 lost my patience, my
temper as well, and he ordered me

out
Despite the lamentable situation Tom
3“-‘1!(1{‘.’ “In these big United States
k thete is capital free from

do you th I
the contamination you sugigest?™ he
unless it lies

asked,
“I doubt it seriously,
butled somewhere between the Rockies
and the Pacific Ocean™
“Let us hope it isn't ax bad as lh:u
I'm going to see what | can do”
When alone, Harrington relaxed and
sank into & chair, overcome by a
strange feeling that convulsed his man
sive Irame. Fear was unknown to him
nor had he ever experienced the crush-

ing bitterness of defeat, and if his
strength waned now, it not be-
causne af this, What a lirtle thing was
his fortune compared to the loss of the
girl he loved, He was thinking of her
expressions of eonfidence in bhim, her
sweel worilds of eourage, when he lelt
her that day with ihe ass ce that
he ...‘..m win. Win! The word ridi
culedd him and he lawnghed bitterly
\\ in! when even in the first hour of his

wst be branded a foilure

sccing her fade out of hi

and his hands .Inp- ]

L hlir |1|r s u{ his chair. "My
ol '™ he ga “Heow can | bear o5
He thought of her father. who had
decoyed him into the whitl of hinance
only to pounce upon amd send him
shirting w its offal,  Ar that minute

the door opened and “The lron Man

walked in

rrington speang to hin feet.  His
» were terrible.  For a brief in
t h other in grim

7, sell-anflicient,
H Immth to bay.

muan!" \|l Winslow

rimhling like an ap

Wit urflu How

incapacity te cope with

I vn1 hnve come here 1.. ;-_I Wt over
i 3 wirn yvou 1o stop belore
i 1 mt rrupted

hot rush of

Then mod-
srent offort he

v
lenst are candid’

s equally exasperm
aw returnel, with grow

“Humph! At
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ing impatience, “Can't you wnderstand
that your dealings to-day had no bear-
Ing on my action unless, pechaps, it
forced my hand prematurcly ¥ The ex-
pression of doubt on his listener’s face
pliinly evinced that he could not, and
he continued, indignantly: “You flatter
yoursell H you think | recognize more
than the hot, impulsive youth in you.
Had you been thousands of miles away,
this slump in the marker wonld have
ocenrred just the same”

Harrington's fur red again
suppression, his scl(runlr--t fast eblung,
and he dared not trust himself 1o speak.

Believing hr had at last tamed this
young lion, Mr. Winslow began once
more and nnu with some trace of toler-
ance in his voice, "From all accounts
of your purchases, | jodge you are
morgaged to the hilt. 1v it fot sol*
Paustng a moment and receiving no
denial, he continued: “Can you with-
stand another drop of ten poinis?™
“Not five,” Harrington admitted,
he indications are—"
Infavorable for me”
fery—unless?

Unless!™ Jack repeated tensely,

\ou accept  immunity  from
blow."™

“1 don't understand you"

"l came bere to take over your hold-
mg.

"You mean—you would have me
transfer to you, privately, the purchases
1 hme on the open market >

“Expcily—1 am willing to do so lor
rcaanm zuu ma; readily understand.”

-~ lareingion txclulmtd
hu vmu low and trembling, * “are you
blind to all else save your passion for
congoest! Would you think me worthy
of your daughter? Do you think she
would not despise me were 1 to crawl
out from underneath this wreek, wn-
harmed, and slink away, while other
men le buried in the riins of defeat?
I 1 have lorced this slaughter, as you
say, do you believe | could hold my
hand up among men after it had been
said 1 fell on my lmrrl at your feet,
begiing for mercy? N A’ thousand
t « no. Give my name—my honor—
in exchange flor mm:mnty for wour
damnahle power—never!

“Young man, do you know who you
are talking te Mr. Winslow almost
shricked, He stood as il apoplexed,
wrple with rage, veins protruding in
|r'I- knots on his broad forehead

‘Know you! I'm just beginning to,
but the kllln\lu!h* has not stricken me
to the soul with terear. | don't fear
you hecanse you oxult in your power to
crush the spirit and strength out of
your victims to aid your own purpose.
Force me (o the wall if you can, that
a thousand times rather than submit to
your eond ne, ['ve gone into the af-
fair with my eyves open, and [ see but
ane way out of jt. Il hght to the last
hitter minote and take my medicine,

the

when you have fnished yonr—=" Hg
left off spe g abraptly, the violent
burst of pa nowronght itself into con-

sclionaness of its own ugly,
imprudence. A great wave of remorse
went through him f

trition sprang into his heart,
first time he saw the 1wi

HEaining

an for the
ing lips and

drawn, white face of his elder. His

features softened and Aushed scarlet;

with llr!'ll!l assment he shifted awk-

warifly temper got the better of

me,” he said quictly, "1 ask your par-
lin

ver had this “Monareh of

Fin: e spokent 1o thus, and his

dignified bearing of commanid gave way

nnder  the un_r-[-.-m-d battery of this

gpinnt. A trembling

r hin cyes s il o wipe

lity of ft all 1|r- an

erance. "Ohl'

the room
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