Q. HOPE JONES

His Receipts Are Small, But His Faith Is Great

“Ladies and Gentlemen—While 1 was
obliged to walk thirteen miles on foot
today mot Lo disappoint you with my
great moral exhibition this evening and
while tha recsipts st the deor are oaly
$.50 and the holei-keeper appears to
be a stony-hearted avariclous critter, 1
appear before you in no wise cast down
or discouraged. I bave & mission to
fulftl, and in fulfilling it 1 expect to
mest with more or less ad y. Be-
fore opening the exhipition I will pass
mroumd the hat and up a caollee-
tiom for the benefit of the club-footed
people in the Istand of Guam Ne one
pDeod feel obliged 1o give, but all shouid
ramomber that a chesrful giver is greater
than a Chicage beef-packer. Do mot cob-
found this siereopticon exhibition with
any of the circuses travellng over the
comntry, and remember that Q. Hepe
Jones is nogf the tecl of any trust or
the agent of iany syndicate. The eollec-

tion foots{ ugs 11 cents and severnl but- of thellnterior of that flah, that he may
tons, agd Un dus time some club-footed | dispute sacred history,

man Of Woman {n our new possessions
will have rvason o bless vour liberality
tomight. Itjlsn't the amount of meoney

you ralsa for a native with hiz heals

drawn up to his koees, but it's the senti- | hy a maule,
| iving tonight is perhaps due to my sal-
“Ouy first pieture this evening is given| emn and unaiterable belief that Danlel

ment that induces you to give.

to mettla & disputed point. It ils con-
tendesd by angnostics that Cain never kill-
ed Abel. Thoss of us who helleved that
he did have holy writ 10 back us, and
this picture backs bholy writ. You see
Cain and Abel befor= vyou. The man
with the clud in Cain He has just
struck Abel to the earth, and Abel in
just breathing his last. They were broth-

erx but Cain had threatened for Years|

to do him up. There was envy and
jenlousy to urge him ‘on, and one day
tha f»ll derd was secomplished. 1 do
nret claim that my special artist was
on the =pat, but If there s any wild-ayed
knock-knes carpist in this audlence who
disputes the authenticity of this picture
his money will be returned at the door.
Tt was not onlr a cold-blooded, unpro-
vohed murder,
hrag about it afterwards. And the fate
of Cain I8 a moral fesson which none of

us must loae sight of, It profited him
nothing. On the contrary, he was drivan
the !and without n coat 1o his
n cent ta his name, and after

derine too and fro for nohbedy knows
how long he erept Into a thicket and died,
1f mny of you are planning to kill your
brather, pause and reflec. Thers Is no
profit in 1. T have a brother whom |
would llke ta practice on with & crow-
1t fiftpen minutes, hut T shall

har for abo:

restrain my hand and wait for consump- .|

tinn to get In itx wark., No matter what
thenries mav he advanced or what soph-
isiries brough! to bear. never doubt that
min kilied Abel The scene is before
You rannot doubt.

Fou

thur next pleture represents the whale |

swallowing Jonah. The asnostics have
endeavorad tn makes the pressnt genera-
tion doubt thst surh an affalr ever took

| swallowed, He may have had a good

| barn, besn tossed hy & hull and kicked

but Cain was Inclined to|

place, but you have the scene before
you, just as it has been banded down
from father to son. These carpists ask:
“Why should the whale have swallowed
Jenah?™ 1 ask them in return If they
can reasonably expect that Jonah ahould
have swallowed the whale? Bome one
had to be swallowed. The whale was
therea and Jonah was there, and the
whale being the biggest he naturally
took the lead in bringing matters to a
climax. It s contended that Jonah
could not have lved an after being swal-
‘lowed. How do thesa camplsts know
| that he couldn't? DA they ever inter-
| view & man who had been gulped down?
Those were special occasions, and ape-
| ciul whales and special Jonahs were
| made to it them. To my mind, it was
Fas easy for that whale to take in Jonah
as it ls'for a goat to bolt a sardine ecan,
and If there s & cock-eyed, bow-bucked
villalnjamong us who wanis & war-map

It him rise up
{and face me. It's not our business 1o
ingsire how Jonah made out after being

tims or & hard time of it. but wa know
he wamiall 0. K. when he reappeared. Q.
Hope Jones has had his dark days, my
friends, \but In the midst of the worst of
| tham helwas alwava consoled by the be-
| Uef that Jonah was duly swallowed,
“Our next picturs rapresents Danisl in
| the llon'syden, and here again we find the
| agnostics in oppositlon to ua My artist
| wan not there, but If there ia a falpe-
| hearted, hamp-backed, bow-minded man
| tn this audlence who Is golng to let facts
| maka any differencs with him 1 do net
want his money. History tells us that
| thera was & ecagn of llons: that there
was a man‘named Danlel; that the door
| nf that cape was opened and Daniel
| chueked In. Tt was sxpected that the
heants would make cat-meat of him right
off the reel, as they hadn't beon fed
for thres dayx, hut they never harmed
n halr of hizx head. and the sraffers
therefors comtend that the story i= all
a yarn. Q. Hope Jones i» not here tn
decelve vou. You can het dallars te cents
that Danlel and the llons wers all there
and that if the llons didn't eat him
thers were good reasons for (t—reasons
perfact!y satisfactory to those wha wrote
of the times. A ecoffer asks: ‘Does any
man belleve that If T were to enter a
ecage of hungry lions T would comes out
unharmed™ That has nothing tn do
with the case. A llon which had reazons
for not eating 'Daniel might have reasons
for devouring David. T have tumbled
down a well, mlled off the roaf of a

and the fart that I am

| was cast Into & d¢n of lions and came
out without a button missing,

“Mur mnext picture repressnts another
irfrident which sonffars have made much
of. A roodl man was going up the moun-
talns to pray. A Iot of children followed
| after and called him old bald-head and

threw stones at him and mocked him.
| The baars came forth from the thickets|
and destroved about forty of the rrm-k.i
|ern. Tt Is contended that thoss chil.]
dren were gulleless, and that the merel-|
ful Creator would not have Inflicted murh |
| punlshment upon them. My friends not
man of today knows the kind of 2om
vears ago. Tt ia my opinion that he was
| m bad Int—ahaut forty times warse m;nt
the Bawery hoodium of the present gon- |
emtion. Last night, an T held forth in!
the town hall of Pumpkin Paint-on-the- |
Hudson, & boy hardly ten yvears old threw |
a gonge eex from tha back etd of the |
hall and hit me in the salar plexus, and
the exhibition was Interrupled for twelve
minutes. If n lad of today, after 200
sears of moral elevatlon, will do that. |
what can you =ay of the children of that!
Aate? The bhears might have overdone |
| their work, carried away by enthusiasm, |

| but Ist us continue to helisve that the
| moral lesson was not lost upon the com-
munity.

“An intermiresion of filve minutes will

now occur that T may change from Rihbil-
cal subjects of 206 vears agno o 1'\1»\--!‘I
seapos along the Erls Canal, and when |
the exhibition i= finally concluded and |
the hat passed again for the henefit of
the orphans of Liberia, rach and every
ona of yan will have had the worth of
your money twice over and will go hoame
with newer and nobler resolves In your
| hearts"

i

“BLACK JIM,”

THE CONVICT |

The man known ms “Black Jim™ had
beer. penl outl to the penal colony of
Australin fer forgery. How they camea
to eall him thus I could never learn. He
war not & dark-faced man. On the con-
trary, ha was light and fair-haired, and
vou didn't have to talk with him five
minutes to realize thmt he had been
born af gentie people and had no viclous-

ness in his nature. They sent him up
to Woonan Wally after his first two
yoars of imprisonment, and he fell into

the hands of George Sfebbing. In those
days an Australian convict was bid off—
that Is, & settler in want of help would
hid a price for =0 many men. and they
were turned over to him for a certain
iength of time, He was responsihle for

thelr feed and care, and hiz word was
law. He could work them as hard and
as long as he wished, He could starve
and beat them, and thers WaAS no oné

to come between., In case of Insubordina-
tion he could ahoot them down. and the
government simply accepted his sinte-
ment of the affair. All convicls were
Find enough o grt away from prison and
out upon the ranches, and in maost cases
they found good masters and were de-

cently treated. As a member of the
mounted police I .knew that Stebbins
was a hard man to got along with. He

had been m tavern keeper and & bully
in England, and his wife had committed
stujeide and hig twe sons been taken
away from him by the law on account
of his tyrannical and brutal nature. As
the owner of a big sheep ranch at Woona
Wally the man had a sort of standing
and a few friends, but thers were plenty
of people who Kept clear of him. A part
of the duty of the police was to keep
an eye on the hired convicts In a certain
district, and we thus cams (o know
that Stebbins had less care for the zaen
he hired than for his dogs. On two or
thres occasions we had been compelled
to report him for excessive punizhment,
and the feallng between him and the
police was not allogather friendly.
Black Jim cams up to Woona Wally
with slx other men. and the gang were
up st police headquarters for the night.
It fell to us to take their pedigrees and
post them as to thelr new master and
what would be expected of them. lao eur

district we always gave a convirt a falr
start. He was told what wonld be re-
quired of him. advised to do his best
to pleasn his master and given to under-
stand that If he went stralght we would
pee that he had fair usage. I was Inter-
ested In Black Jim at oance. The law
had made n convict of him, but It hadn't
degraded him He had kept An honest
face, a clear eye and A frank voiée, and
I hadn't filled out his hlank when I was |
wondering how he could have heen found
guilty of crime. 1 detained him for a
minute to ask for his story.

| “I haven't any, mir,” he quietly an-
1|-v-'4~red.
“You do not declare your innocence of
the charge' ]
“0Of what use now that I am serving!|
the aentence™*
I saw that he did not mean to give|

me any particulars and therefore press- '
ed him no further. I had a more Prank |
talk with him about Stebhina than with
nny of the others, however. 1 had an|
iden that Stebbine would he down on
him from the first becauss of his su-|
perior looks, and I went pretty thoroush- |
i¥ into details. When I had finished the |
prisoner sald:

"I thank you, #ir, and ghall da my best
to please.

Things eamn mbout as I fearsd As
Stebhins inspected hin ganc he picked
Biack Jim out for special attention. He

had little te say 1o the others beyond
making bhlood-curdiing threats of what|
would happen If they didn't toe the|
mark, but to Jim he sald |
"“80 they have sent me a gentleman, |
have they? They thought 1 gesded same-|
body to teach me manners perhaps. Meb- )|

be the |dem was for you to sit on the
veranda and give me dally lessons, Well, |
you've come to the wrong shop Look,

new, I'm going to keep an evye on you,
You think yourself head and shouiders
above the crowd, hut T'll take the von—[
eslt out of you.- Just give mea the slight-
est excuse and T'1l break you in to beat
the band!™”

The men -were et to work ciearing|
land. At the prison Black Jim had been
detailed as a “trusty™ and had not come
in contact with hard work. He took his

place with the gang just the same and

It Held High Hopes, But Met

BOWSER'S EXPERIMENT

the Usual Fate

There was & sort of three-ply, back-
action, double combination book om Mr,
Bowser's face ma he entered the house,
and for the life of her Mra Bowser
couldn’'t maks out whether he had fallen
beir to a fortune or declded to run for
offce, In this situation she wisely held
her ce, and asked no gquestions, even
when she discovered that he had brought
home a package. He vouchsafed no In-
formation, but during the dinner hour
was and exhultant by turna
When they had adjournsd to the family
room be was ready to explain, and he

Mrs. Bowser relapsed Into silence, while
he went ahead with the inflating. When
the bag was ready he hung it up on the
chandellor and removed his coat and
vest. He had carried his point without
much epposition and was bland over it

“Now, then,” he sald, as he spat on
his paims and made resdy, “you watch
how 1 de . It ls the greatest exerclse
in the world. It i® warranted to cure
dyspepaia, Indigestion, neuralyia and so
forth, and to straighten up the spine and
give m man a military earriage. It la
practiced In every college and seminary
in the land, and there ars few homes

Mrs. Bowser pr iy dlsa ed, and
he got the step ladder and gave the bag
& hang from the wire. When he squared
off before it again he was slone and un-
tramelled, and he meant (o knock seven
bells out of something. The bag had a
long play, and as he hauled off og 1t
thers was a crash against the eceiline
and a rebound that mads him see stars.
In coming back the bag struck him falr
in the face. and for a minute he looked
around to see the horse which had kick-
ed him.

“I'm on to that little curve!™ he mut-
tered., as he got ready for the next

without thelr punching bags. You ses 1
stand this way—and 1 reach out this way |
—and ] biff! bang! with my left—" |

The biff! bang! was & “swat™ which |
would have busted the panel of a door. |
The ball shot away and upwards as If
fired from a cannon, and about half the
glass srnaments of the chandelier came |
rattling down on the floor., Mra. Bow-

softly began:

“Mri Bowser, with your permisalen, 1
want to try a little experiment this even-
ing.™

“In ¥t conneeted with that package you
brought home™' she cautiously aasked

“Fomewhat. You know how my shoul-
dera have pained me of late® Thers are
mornings when [ can searcely raise my
hand to button my eollar. 1 haven't said
much to you abeut t—"

“I never heard you complain of your
bark and shoulders,” she Interrupted.

N

“Only last night you wanted to move
tha furniture In your bedroom abaut, and
you snld you felt like turning hand-
springs.”’

“If I haven't complained,’ he continued,
as he preserved his good nature, "It was
because 1 didn't care to worry you. As
a matter of fact. Mra Bowser—a matter
of medical fact—I am what In calied
shoulder-bound. That {5, rheumatism has
seiped upon and contracted my muscles,
and If something In not done paralvasis
will eventually overtake me. If [ got a
stroke of paralysis you will become a
widow."

“And you must siand en veur head or
climh up the mide o° the house to ward
it off?™

“No, ma‘am.
ple,

The ramedy I8 very sim-
Haif an hour's work for a few sven.
ings will fix me all right, [ met a profes.
sional athietic today. and after exam-
Inating my condition he loid me Just
what to do. However, If yvou have the
slightest obhjaction—If vou want to se+s me
berome a virtim of the dread paraiya's

“What 4id he tell you to d0™ ahe nsk-
ol

. WATCHW Mow 1De 1T
Mr. Bowssr went to the hall-tree and
Fot his package and returned with it
and held it up and replied:
“Simplest thing in the world.
called a punching bag. You Inflate It
and hang it up and punch it. The ex-
ercise benefits every muscle In the Sack
and shoulders Tt only cost §1 and I'11
get 500 worth of good aul af It It
would mise be a good thing for you to
praetice on. If you don't obleet 1 will in-
fiate It and hang it up and pound It a
lHttla this evening."
“Well, go ahead.**
don’t hiame me.”

ser eried out in alarm and made a rush
for the parior, but Mr. Bowser laughed
and reassured her and added

I guess | overdid It a little for the
first blow. 11l maks a rat-tai-iat of it.*

He played with a ball for a minute and
ths rest of the Lrimmings and two of
the globes cames raining down The
other glohes would have followed had
not Mra Bowper uttered words of vig-
ornus protest.  With  the perspiration
running down his face he paused to re-

pls

whe sighed. “but

round. “T remember now, the prufes-
stonal told me the object was te punch
and dodge. the sams ns If scrapping with
A man. Weil, here goes.”

Mr. Bowser had never studied the »lu-
slve tactlies of the punching bas. Mrs,
Rowper, who was walting at the hrad of
the stairs for & calamity, heard him
thump and grunt four or five times and
then begin to dAance about., Ahout a min-

ata later there waa a crash and she
called down:
“Have you knocked a aide of the

wouse aut, Mr. Bowser ™

Mr. Bowser hadn't. Tn his dodging
about he had encountered a chair and
fallen over It and had come down so
heavily that a referes would have count-
e him out. Tt was a long minute before
he got up, and then his good nature had
departed. No punching bag aver made hy
mortal man could knock him abaut with
fmpurity. He ross up with a determinn-
tion ta collapse that bag with one aw-
ful bhinw. ¥e had been warned to g0
easy, but his autraged dignity demanded
revenge Mra. Bowsrr heard him tapping
the bag with his laft to get it In mo-
tion, and then she heard him draw a
loang bBreath liks a horss gning wp kil
as he hauled off to deliver the knoack-
out blow with his right. A= he fumped
In 1o deliver the hinw he had to dodge
the bag. and thers was o thump agalinst
the wall which rattled things clear tn
the garret, followed by & howl. & stagger
and a fall. Ehe got down stairs In a
breath, and found Mr Rewger Ilying
across the foot of the lounge, with the
hag plaving pendulum about him. His
awful biow had missed it and landed
on the wall, and his good right hand
was already pufing up to heat & cab-
bage head.

“What—what has happensd?™ she ank-
ed as sha thought of arnica and bandage
and sling»

Mr. Bowser struggled up like a stricken
ox. and he looked froem his broken
knuckies to the dent In the wall from
the swinging bag ts Mrs HBowser and
up te the despalled chandsijer. Ehe wan
prepared for a furious suthurst. but nene
eame.  After a long minute he quietly

A Clear Conscience Is

PILGRIM JOE

Far Better Than Gold

A8 T left the town of Jeriche in which
had met the most prominent citisens
and their tin-types at 10 cenis &
take made the worid better for my |
wmin', I was In such calm spirits that
I gave the old hoss & kick and sald to
myself:

“Honasty don't allus lead to riches,
but & clear consclence la notl put to any
expense fur halr-dye.”

And also:

-

“It don't cost nuthin’ to sympathise
with misfortune, and if vou talk fast|
enough they don't git no chance to ask
for a cash loan*™ !

And again: )

“Glva your fellow-men all credit fur
honesty. but look fur coins with holes
bored through 'em."

1 was thus feelin’ content and happy
and tryin’ to excumse Cain fur not hangin®
on to hisself In that affalr with Abel !
when I meets up with an old critter

whose back wmas humped up ke a
eamel’'s and whosa legs was bowed fur
apart I halted my outfit tn give him

greetin® and mention the fact that in-,
tegrity and a clean shirt hev never bin|
defeated as & combination, when he says: |
“1 don't keer fur no integrity biznesa,
I'm & man as can’t ba hiuffed ™" 1
“As how?® 1 asks. |
“As no critter who is luggin' a grass-|
hopper around in a bottle. ['ve got sun-
thin' hers as will chaw ynur hopper upi
in two minutes by the clock. Put up or|
shet up™
And with that he shows ms & quart
hottis with & beetle in It and wants o
het me even up that he will do mv hop-
per. [ tried to explain to him that my|
inseck was a thing of peace, and that T
carried him about that 1 might study!
the wave of natur’ and advertise my hiz-
ness at the same time. but ha was mthl
and called me names, He contended that
1 was earryin' that hopper around ta
bluff the innercent af Oklahoma and that |
it wan fur him to call the bluff. When!
ha had affered 1o bet me ten to twn on|
his bestle. 1 feit & spirit of recklessness
stenl gentle o'er me. It is a sapirit which !
Allus steals o'er the hest of men when|
they are offered big odda 1 abeved the|
volee of the spirit and gnt down with
my hopper., and a minuts Ilater we had
them both in ona bottle. An the insscks|
begun to skirmish around [ says to the
old heathen, on whose face thers was l|
emile of satisfaction: !
“Art travelin’ about In hopes tg rnnko|
the world brighter and better fur them|
who sarrer and are heavy hearted I

“Not by a durn right’' he answered
with all promptness. “Tm takin' keer|
of No. 1 and jettin’ the sarrerful and |

heavy-hearted comfort themselves ag best
they kin™
"But he whn
without friends *
“I don't want any. and veu &it remdy |

is without sympathe s

but sternly said
,“Woman, return to your room' In the!
morning all will ba settled. Tou were
Againat me# and you crept downstairs and |

tn hand over them 32° My teetie har got
your hopper on hiz back and s thumpin’
the life out o' him'™

Fur a minit 1t lanked as {f my Inseck|

o

“Has the dog died or the old man rus
that this s a house of sorrer™
“I¥s on account of the old man. bul
he didn’t run away. He went over to
Rose Hill the other day and got drowned
in the mill-dam.
“And In your baregvement and lenellk
neAs your heart yearns fur consolatienl!
Widder, In this vour hour of darkness
and despair the undersigned—""

“Oh, you shet!" ghe savs as she begap
to smoke harder and weep lesa. "The
ol man was no great snakes, and I kir
do a heap better, but what I'm sorrerin’
over was that they hain't found hia
body, and he has 57 In his pocket™

I wtood there for m minit and looked
down upon her grief-stricken form and
tried to find pome sayin’ appropriate tc
the accasion. Not bein' able to hit ene
T went back and climbed upon my wagon
and drove off. The wewn of Juba HH
was almost In sight. and T was gradually
recoverin® my usual speerit when I comm
upon m fellar seated under a tree by the
roadside. He was not weepin' but hb

PEHE WAL BMOKIM'A CORMCOD
PIPE ArQ WEEPIN™

rountenancs sxpresssd grief and sorref)
and [ knew that all was not well with
him
“Hath found the world cold and heart
irEs™* 1 asks as T looks him over and
smikrs at him in a brotherly way,
“You might call it that way,” he an
smers after a long time.
How hath man wronged vou and
brung heaviness o your heart™
"It was done at poker, and Juba HII!
was the place. Two dava ago | entered
the town with a song on my lipa and

wns no pleasing Stebbina
wayvs boasting that he hnd a gpentleman
romvict, and that he was bound to

Secking a Cure for Bow-Legs in Colored Circles

“broak’’ him, and he spenl A good share
af his time worrying the man. [t waa
an almost dally thing for Black Jim to be
fAogged, and four-Afths of his day were
spent under lock and key and on a diet
of bread and water, My interest In him
saved him somewhat, hut as the weeks
went by 1 knew what the end would be.
He would elther ri=e up In his despora-
tion and kill Stebbins, or he would halt
for the bush and join & gang of rangers.
There were times when 1 felt vexed with
him that he didn't do one or the other
and shew na proper spirit. although it
would hav* been my duty to hunt him
down in either case. One day. as T was
returning with the troep after hunting
down a false nlarm of hush-rangers, my
horge shird and threw me almost in front

sald Rrother Gardner an
place in the Lime-Kiln
Cluh the other night, T has heen told
by de doctors Jdat onless sunthin® am
soon done de culi'd people of dis Kentry
will he a bow-legged race, Dar am a
garm dat am attackin® men and women
and ebery day 1 ses

whn seems to be

"My frens”™
he rose yn his

alike of our race,

men on de street
walkin® on each eide of a bar’l.

“1 has found myself coverin® most of
dn sidewalk when 1 walk abroad, and)
de same am de case wid odders of you. |

Doze germa has got to be got rid of or

of Stebbins” house. nnd an 1 struck on| we'|l have to take tn de middle of de |
& stone and had several ribs broken I -
He road to git mnywhar! [ am adwised |

was carried In, wns not glad to
sen me, hut under the circumstances was
ohliged tn give me n hed Having got
ecttled, the police surgean would not al-
low me 1o he removed  The hrute Steb- |
hing wanted to show his Independence of
the police and persecuts Riack Jim at|
the same time. and the Insults he heaped |

ithat de only cure am ridin de hike, but |
befo’ committin® myself 1 wish 1o hear|
de experiences of 8 few of brudders, Wil
Hrother Roebuck White make a [ew re-

marks™
In response, the brother arose and said

on that convict for three or four days
made me lteh to shoot him. On the| peril, doorin® which my life waa in dan- |
Iourth night of my mccident four men | Ker ebory bhour in de dmy, 1 have at

and thres women arrived for an evening |

visit. They were about the only friends | mount my bike widout hevin® It tied li:l1
Stebbing had in & social way, and he | n post. Bewar of de mistake 1 made at
made them very welcome. My being in| de outsel.

dea bike from de mewi. 1 was all de time |

the house was not permitied 1o interfere |
dodgin' dem hind feet, wharas de great-

With the fedtivitice. When dinner hn.ll|
heen fininhed and the Arink had gone
arvund, Stebbins sent for Biack Jim!
and erdered him to dance for ibe am:a.n-ll‘i- vele will hev -
meat of the company, The conviet re-| cull’'d race, an’ [ take advantage dia
spectfully but firmly refused. and hla|puhllr oppartunity to declar” my bellef
master cried out in indignation: | dat it will do mo’ to place us ‘longside

“You won't dance, eh? Too much of | de twantieth century dan any M‘m\-
& gentleman to give us a hornpipe! Mehbe | venshun of man. De ‘lecirls 1
this company isn't swagger enough for| jumped de cull'd race ahesd fAfty yary
Ih‘e likes of a bloomin' murderer! in a single month. De v aterbury watch

"!:im charge against me was forgery,|an de rhinestone breastpin gin us an-
Sir,” quietly replied the man.

I has been axed what effeck de|
upon de progress of de

fronit.

hiks to pick us Up an & race an’ push us|
to the top round of de lndder. On seben
different occasions | has spread my wings
an' took a fly, to cum down on my head
an' sharten my neck by an Inch or so, |
an’ on seben or nine more T has laid |
down in de middie of de road an let de
turmnil of life pass me by, but nehber
fur one minnit has my determinashun
grown weary, [ still need an ice wagon |
on one side an' a street kyar on de other
to hold me up an’ keep de wheels on de
sirth, but I"ze gainin’ on |t all de time
an’ T will stick to it to de end,

“We hev but to look back a few short
viara,” began brother Cate Jackson, as
he arosa in response to an invitation, “to
realize whar we wns at den and whar
we are at now, Eben two ahort yarm
apn ds cull'd man clung to de hand-aled
an’ wheelbarrer an' de one-hoss wagin'
He had no ambishun above ‘em. He was
aroping in de depths of Ignorance an' de- |

pravity. He was hut one atep removed
from barbarizm. Do bike cum amung os
like n thief In de night, and lo! the
change. Today, we am bein' rolled for-

an’
1

who kin tell whar

hasn't had a

we ahall stop?
hike—bought on de in-

Inst arroved at dat pint whar T Kin| staliment plan, of co'se—but n few hrisf! there was no beer.

weeka, but 1 see Art in de
up to dat masheen, an'

way I walk
wander which

Y sre Grace in de way
an'

it wobbles ahout
turns around s corcer when I want

way de hillbhard . an” telegraph poles
Codge me, an’ . rogress am written on |
every line of de face of de druggist whe
supplies me wid arnica an' porous plas- |
tera. Dar may cum a time, Misser
Chadrmn = 'd man will turn |
from de watermilyon wid & tired look—

when de crow of a ronstar at midnight soon as he began to tie the bottoms ofl was a tie
will not disturd his slumbers—when de his trousers preparatory lo a spin his | the president said the matter might come

menshun of yams, persimmons an' pos-

other boost, but it was reserved fur de'sums will Interest _him 10 morfe dan da| There was a sense of exultation

glory widout feslin® his puise bound wid
ambizshin an" his heart throb wid newer
an’ higher resolves.”

The president stated that this was a
nuestion bound to come before the club
rooner or later, and he would therefore
bring it up mnd hope fo mettle it once
for all, and to the satisfaction of all
roncerned. As for himeelf he did not
believe that riding the bhike decraded the
cloth. True. a preacher might get Into
the habit of stopping st various roead=ids
houses and calling for twa heers, and of
forgetting his humility when his ma-
chine picked up a siray cow or attempled
to climb R satone wall but he belleved
they could bhe trusted to preserve their
dignity and positinn.

Brother Antimony 8kinner expressed
hiz great surprise at the remarks of
the last speaker. His awn nastor was
one of the first to ride the bike., and
If it had made any change in him it
was for the better., Preachers must have
recreation as well ax other falka. To
keep them sawing wood in the hackyard
six days In a week and preaching on
Sundays would in time wear them aut
He had learned in n closs with a preach-
er. and he had seen that man take s
fiy and come down an A curve and shake

"My frens, arter two months of deadly ‘ards on de crest of ds ~ave of progress the earth for ten miles round, but yet

nol & swear word escaped his lips. He
had been out with him on the raad, but
He had seen him
scorch along heside a trotting horse, but
he did not get sporty. A preacher might |

I could not ‘mactly separate | foot it am gwine to kick wid us dis time: hecome gay in time if he rode out nn

the bike at night with three or four fe-
male champions of the world, hut ru-n]

ezt dangeér {rom & hike cums from de'to go straight ahead. | see Beauty in de then he would take the chances.

Rrother Abraham Lincoin Bebes |
thought the auestion a serious one. and
he had given it much thought., TWhile
he believed in personal liberty in |hoj
furthest extent. the guestion was, “How
does the hike effect the average bikest ™
There was But one answer to that. As

underwent a sudden change

clossiy |

{eelings

“Blams vou about what®* How can T ‘Never mind a few cents’ damagen. | struck me with & chalr, but our lawvears wem v L = fe -+ G
hiame you® What can happen®™ I simply | This is great work IT'm feeling & move- | will settle all that and you can start 1"‘:;:‘- : ‘.“:,".:::"‘_1:;d ;:::;nfl." ",:" :‘;‘16 ""‘ cash In my pockets, and 1 am
hang the bag on the chandelier. remove | ment of muscies which have been dor-| for vour mother's by the noon train. No  den he rallird and put ferth his strength, | -H“ dend-benkie, AR Y- ppesrits &3¢
my coat and vest and punch it. Nothing | mant for meonths. Perhaps you'd better | more. waman—not another word' You and it was not lang befors the end | jom.. 2 0L 0 Abgdme with 'H.‘, Tares
ran be mors mimpie. You don’t expect| gn upstalrs and aveld the racket, and! have failed agsuin, but that s the ast came That beetle was a licked fnssck, | r..‘m.--.r. -nrtl 'I':“‘:n- rr‘..\ indoin’,

I'm golng to knock the hotse down, do| I'il hitch the hag to that telephone wire| time—the last time, and good night to Ha had met the hopper and wms his's. | :'\" it bl TI:I'-:-(-"-‘- . ,
you" on the ceiling.™ l!ﬂ'-l-lbﬂd night'™ As the conflict was ended T looked lr;l -I*- I::l:-rn ;;n.‘l! .M:N‘;;-.:I.:h‘:; I:.nld
] T ':";1 ::."':1 _:‘T;"r h:”“'; me pay UP|aughes and full houses went fur nought
was ane of the most Industrious woarkers “T don't care what It was You are ! and took a lnok at me and saild he had h: f‘ll!"n-d‘ ‘- f__::] ml";": :1‘_"’:'“:;' :_’\' Even when 1 held fr‘-':: noen he raked v
among them. He knew that Stebbins) insubordinate, and up you go by the heard of my acrident and Was Very sorry cansrahle chin, Withaut waltin' to re ’-"“‘L"" with a.royai Gosh
was watching him and hored for an thumba® After hangin' til davlight. | for It. When Binck Jim had recoverad mark that man ~ometh D ke u Aawerl s Then | knew that he was a tenderfool
opening. and he was artermined ta dis- | ¥ou'll probably be a little more humble’™ | gufficiently to stand on his feel, the and ix rut Anwn, T eloned with Mm. and " }T‘ .'r—-.:;k-'r ol that ”:'
appaint him. It was two wreks hefore 1 proteated. but Stebbins went ahead.  leader of the nutlaws put a pistol In his' we plowed up the sarth. He was toush | “Il -.ﬂ' t}‘-— wooily ) West were toa wily
anything had happened.  Then BlacK | The men gave him their assistance, and | hand and. polnting tn Stebbins said and full of ambition, hut with the aid ‘;‘:_ _l‘_. ‘R" my A :'.’: ns A rongoler
Jtm had the misfortune to hreak the | jhe women encouraged him. He had had | “Bhoot him dead in his chair! He de fustica T 1ald him ow and made him ! x . ;n?." arr:'l & frisnd of sorrer
| handle of the ax with which he ®Was ropey and pullevs fastened (o the celling | P*TVes merey from na man'™ Gy Up.  Hin. setl Wan (oe Bl o ate lr'n .:.ﬂ T ..= | co 1ld ! Ir h|:n. nnd. 1 sat
working. Stebbing at once selzrd upen' jong before, and it wasn't five minutes| Jim returned the pistol and shonk WS peenpea as T Arave away, biut mine o 0 Deside him and entored into
the Incidont as a pretext for punishment | hofore the convict was fastened up, 1 head  Next Instant Stebbins toppled out gootn T wined myv Bleedin® nome with :”_r—_' ‘m"h WES j‘if*':'l n pot. In an
We should not have known An¥thing saw  desperation in his face as they  Of hin chalr with & bullet in his head, and (ndue hands and remarked to riwnil 8 hn he Aa"l prepared io unhorse the
about it at the pollce station, six mil*® 14140 hands on him. but he did not reaiat.  the leader maid: “He whn wanld undn his feller-man let f';»-r-: whao _'-n.ﬂf It-.- ing him Jow, and
Away. but _!u.' A hiack boy, who reported | His arms were drawn up till hin feet| -“Sorry we have interrupted the fes-| him bewnre that he is sot 181 low hirme mountin "i,f‘" wide 'l_- Arove r_n:u the
that Stebbine had one of his men hung | wers clear of the fioor, and had T been | tivities, but it was our calling night! We ' guip - town of Juba Hill together. With the
up hy the thumbs, T war sent over (0 anje to reach a pistol T know 1 should | were after Siebhins alone, and the rest| And atso: '“I? i ent h As T).’I‘k‘-..h‘ refreshed
investignte. Biack Jim had been hang- nave killed some ons. The man had | of ¥ou nesd not fear. Come, Jim, wel ety r:l';.f i i e . ] t‘irn hun “.r' the maver and scoop-
ing b the thumhs for two hours when pepn hanging ten minutes, and the agony | want you.' Ba Tt nvereager o look :uv'ih‘--r;""n Al g4 i -‘-..I.?d-d rom. it
I reached the piace and had been une | pad  almost brought unconsclousness Two of them heiped the forger-convict A T r bluffe wrn.  Hae l-p:,_ nuthin ,.—.:.—;-_gh.n thres
conscioue for at least half of that time. when ihe door was kicked open and out of the house and upon A horse, and  “The man af humility seeketh 1o avaid | e . whenaver he
T soon had him down and being cared hysh rangers crawded in. It was & com- | that wan the making of the most no- contention: awd would dwell in '._' il INES Eratitude in his
for. and 1 had it hot and heavy With yicte surprise. The women scremamed out | tarlons bushranger in ali Australin, He ! hur when araused he sneth with L ;T' 2 S F Ot Y OWH -ta_The. . mnd
Stehbine for half an hour. Ha com- | and hegan to cory, but the men, With had a career of five vears and then disd rn;:h! te slay ™ o i L":_‘ g '.“:‘_ hm.;_‘, wAs that of »
tended that the man had been Insub- | the excrjition of Stebbinm, tnok it rather | from a hullet, and it was two years after | Twa miles farther an toward Tuha Hil <-_.an lex k nr: had silently de-
ordinate. and hnd even threatened his cool. The bully and eowsrd went whita | his death befors |t berame nublicly | e K. w e oe | peried from the” siceping tewn, that he
Bk K m ubliciy | T came 10 A shack, with A woman sittin® | mizht noat he tored with hy the n.
life. mnd that some of tha convicts hack- | ax goath and fell into a chair, and it was | known that he had lot the law make & |t the donr, Bhe was smokin® a ~narncoh . the mas o 1 g
A him up In hopes of making thingn ,imost pitiful to hear him beg for his| conviet of him in order to shield a pipe and weepin’, and her attitude and :”_":n' ”w-r".." ,‘” !:. 'mmm“' L&
easier for themselves, hut 1 knew that j5ir.  He knew those hush rangers were brothar. | had always helieved et ol i lbveist o n“\prn'pf LSttt e r""; to m\l nich n“ln fulge in that re.
It was n falwe charg= I wouldn't do to ageaped convicis, and he nlso knew that necent of the crime, and, knowing how pn!h'o:‘ ’ ‘ ‘ ki -.T\..‘rn: = tceniiie II-’: i s
#ay too much to Stebhing. however, LoW giarfes of hix brotality had gone to them. he had been persecuted and ahbused byl “Into each life a tittle rain must fall" .---”r:-ull " Bl : :‘.-“‘”‘ -
apd rontemptible ax he wax he had & While thres of the rangers covered the Stebbins. [ almost rejoiced when the ravs | .,‘! got .1..,‘.-" and stond bDesid o \"ﬁ.‘ T8e el i e
;"'”.“h with “]h' government and did "f"“ peopla with their pistoln. the fourth cut| hushrangers carried him off to maks A her - e :,[;:‘: :—: ',;mrh': ..lm‘, ,hﬂ\,_,iﬂ;‘d

wexitnte to threaten tevenges on me for o i u ¥ | e - = n nd hroy anther int .
iiterfaring. with. hls disciptize. Nallher Hinck Jim down, Then he stepped O\Qf‘lalﬂﬁr of him "‘T'T harla and bar'ls of rain” she awn agin, art | had & right to feel
one of us sent in & report. but we were ANAWArS A8 she wipes her eyes anew. | balmy.
apen enemies after that.

Not one convict In a thousand woul
ha\'el =tond the insults and do;’fldnt!n: ( : ' menshun of Adam and Eve—but Heaven approaching reciklessness. Hix hat slid
put upon Biecy Jim during the next - LUB forbld dat de Aay shall eber cum when aver his ear. he loaked areund for ™
vear, I know he tried hi= hest, but there he kin stand off an' gaze at a hundred five-cent cigar. and if he wax behind in

He was al- dollar bike., resplendent in its pristine his rent the Inndlord could gr 1o grass,

Never In his lUfe antl]l he rmde a hike
had he wanted 1n bet on a horss race or
wear a dia nd pin If the ministry

was thus affected—and It was pretiv cors
tein to he thus—the restlt could not fall

to be disastrous. He was no alarmist,
and he had alwary voted the straight
ticket, hut if the clergy of Americra wera
mounted on the hike he would not be re-

spongible for what might happen

Brother Julins Henderson Ald not, coald
not, doubt that ths preacher would e
cqual 1o the smergency, na atter what

it was, and that he would hold his nwn
mREninst whatsoever temptatinn He had
never sren a aporiy preacher, but be.
lirved he would like Him. Lot the good

man get out on a hike and snjoyv himself,
and if he belame festive he could sever

hix connection with the reh and al-
wars hit A good thing In polscs.

Judge Comeohark s=aid that Aroms
with great reiuctanss. having D mOTe

heels and a crik In the back e lxsym
wak A new one. and ke did not wish
to commit himself, He wonld not de-
prive any man of the and exulta-
tion of riding a bike, hut he should not
listen to stand by and hear the remarks

.

af a minister of the gespel when the
thing suddenly got out from under him
as he wan spinnifie placidic along. He

himself wasx a man whno had never heen
betrayed Into the of exclamations
until he hegnn riding the machine Toa
his great ams nt and sorraw he now

[F

formd himse!f pquently making use of
such forcihie Innguage that the poilcs
threatens o run him, in. A preacher
might stand the te=t, but In casr the
machine struck a paving stone dropped
from a wagen and the good man got
what s called the dJdouble-action cir-

cumbsndibiuas, the chances were aven up
that he would break loose and become
& desperndo for esver after
The question was then submitted to &
but it was found that the club
When thin was ascertained

up sgain in conjunction with others, and
the meeting was adjourned.



