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NAPOLEON AT ELBA

DATES AXD BEVENTS.
Mar @ 104 Ngroles lzdel st Porfeferais

the grest captain a little toy army and
navy, erown the prood Em-

peror of elghty-six square miles of rocks
in the midst of his native Mediterranean
and hand Bim a rattle for a scepter—to
reduce the Empire of the migbhty con-
queror who has amused himself by dls-
mémbering kKingdoms. to a tiny realm|
three to six iniles wids and nineteen miles
long—to legve the captor of the ecapitals
of Euarope in sestion of only three or
four wrelch fishing villages—to make
the sovereign eof sovercigns ruler over
12.0% fAshermen., miners and therds!

The mockery wWas anly ghtened by
the choite of an isiand where the comn-
tinent he had lost lay In full view viaw
of the exile. For Eiba is but seven miles
at least frogm the malnland of Italy, al-
though it & = sisamer Yoy of more
than twelve miles from ine to
Portoferrala. the imperial capital which
Napoleon exchanged for Paris,

The Stage Setting.

The town of Portoferrals forms a de-
lightful drop curtain for the opera bouffa,
which was staged there and which el
joyed & coptinwous run of just 28 days |
and nights. At the top of the scenlc|
picture, outEned against the sunset aky, |
two massive bat now senlle forts frownm |
down Iin an amusingly menscing way.
Bensath them the stony pink lttle town |
hangs on for its Itfe to the steep side
of a hill, while the ancient town wall
sigzags down to the ashore, where It
thrusts a jeng, benfed, protecting arm |
inte a perfact Darbor. |

Out over the end of this huge crumb-
ling wall hangy an old watch tower and|
out of & window in this sentry box idly|
leans that yniailing delight of tourist

eyes—a berspghese, with his rifle over | .0 but he looked the part well mmﬁh
All

his shoulder and his bungh of long cock’s
feathers tryiling from his hat Around
the end of the wall the steamer glides

ties up at the stone dock.

At ghe shore end of the dock rises t;:: | which Teohaisted of G flagahip Incen-

anciefit town gate through which

visitor pamses at onoe fnto the wery |

Portoferralg. unchanging In its petrifica- | of one and gixteen men: the feluc-
tion, which wes set at § o'clock in | and Motuche Y
the morning of the of May, In !bﬂlm A SEh WS el

your 1814, whan the lockoot on Fort Steila
full sail. hearing down upon the town.
The Greail Sarprise.

The inbabMants bustele~ L -Ill
the peaple of a woodan town .l.’:rlel

do when the fire alarm rings, for |t was
no hew tking tor Eiba fo be captured.
They had alresdy heard the  startling
newy that the French empire was no
mare, and the French govermor had
pramptly unfurled the white banner of
the Bourbons. But when they were told

seitle down ameng them. they warlly dis-
missed the gbesurdity as intended to cover
some secret design of the British., whe
had been blockading the lsiand for many
montha: and the guns on the old wall|
wers loaded, in readiness to repel the
frigate

Under a Mag of truce, howaver, the
townapeople were convinced that he who |
was but yesterday the lord of the earth

had consentad accept the sovereignty | PEAr.

of the Island of Etba, in lleu of all claims
to the rest of the pianet, and that 1a a
safler's scuwester he was even then' In

Hrittanic m
mildness of

romantic scenery. of your isiand has de-

sirange, new fortunes dawned

that the Emperor came with & chest |
full of goid and a penmion of $400,000 a |
vear from France. Ingtantly they todk |

in their pockets. and they hastily stitched |
together and holsted in place of

Ehan Msajesty bad thought out while on

el | while they
his voyages from the shore of F‘rnn-‘e——-um“d down

the ocapital, his

three bees on A reddish-orange atripe|

hite.

YWhen Napolean came ashore the next
aflternoen the guns of Fort Stella—the |
fort of his new star—boomed over the

crowded roofteps. while, to an .rrnm-flunmm“

paniment by a volunteer orchestra of ac-|

cordions and gultars, fiutea, Nddles "‘d|:—I“vuniltj:gg‘r:nc&;i?-ﬁ!b;:t‘;;gn:ﬁ:gc;: :::':
ligious dignitariss, In such court costumes | 'r;",!:‘:"Emmmr graciously made due al-
| lowancs (N;-JM awkwardness of his un
- - tored courtiern. whose insulsr and pas-
tongue of Ane overawed mavor clove to| Y - ey
the roof of ais mouth and he could an:rf:‘:{i:id im':?m::;r before had
head. Buot when
an excess of kindness and
too vigerously
sdorned with paper roses and tinsel and ?::r'hv'ﬁgn:'hlm bodily and pitehi
him kicking apd protesting inko the &
die, he could not condone such conduct
n the part of a common soldier.
the sergeant, however,
adopted a Gillbertian and
promoted him to e lleutenancy, a
somewhat exocused the Ifbert
Emperar of Elbarand another May when | lﬁ‘d.k::m Y, Eha° Sevh e W
8 | In the very first fortnight of his reign
French—the two extremes of Imperial
fortunes. The very day before he wrml‘n‘:;.:m:; :;'d the mines wers Inapec

apd avery

tambourinesa. the civil military and re-

as thelr ,wardrohes afforded, humbly
knelt on the dock to receive him. But the

mutely hold forth the keys, which, L 3

through the kindness of his l‘fll'lévdlﬂsh-
ter. the wviglitor may sss today
The Empstor, under a paper canopy

attended—aor mobbed—by an excited, talk-
ative, jostiin struggling crowd of is-
landers, =ho End flocked in from the sev-
eral villages, wak then conducted to the

while the Te Deum was sung.
Ten crowded yoars siretched between
that month of May, when he was halled

he had besn acclaimed Emperor of the|
down on his kness at the portal of the

of France, ohsequiounly attended

Bourrienne and welcomed with syco-
phantic flattery by Barthier, had enter-
ed PFaris, and wobbling into the Tulls

eries after an exile of twenty-two years, | O
had smilingly remarked as he saw the 2,’,ﬁiﬂ-.,°,n", the flesh off the bobes of
' to quote again the chronicler

good tenant.” Dut Talleyrand, his chiet  When he had comipleted his exploration
tod o B
when he observed., as he took the aal awsy to the sou where

of milegiance/to the King “Hire. this ja| B¢ S isiet of Planoss,

my thirteenth ™ While that fat fifty-| S00Y, BY

changes In the palsce: “Well 1 t
admit that Bonaparte has been T:u.

minister. gave him a2 eynicel warning of of Eibs he sighed

the mutability of governments in France

eight-year-old brother of Louls XVI was
sitting in the Emperor's old room st the | ®
Tuileries and calmiy’ royal
crees as of the “ninetesnth year of
reign,” Napoleon was entering his
palace. the CTity Hall of Portoferrale,
where over night twp or three rooms on
the second floor had been Stied up for
hin occupancy.

The Mimic Empire,

into dle. Ge Bartraséd
marahal the

pava: e des Dros
commander whoss guns
give the Hanishing touch
victeries on the battiefsld.
bousshold neceasarily had
of the !-hot].u ita

L

e ——
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e e —
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an understudy a¥ once assumed the rola

QG2 4 77 Genew,ar Mgrowr

into the soux little mole behind It and i Iu,'L: m‘;‘;ﬁ‘:af',;&., anm‘jt m:
an

| men, and the xebec Etolle of six gums
descried a Britlsh man-of-war, under | mxteon

This mameluke was a Frenchman, to be

whan proparly arrayed and renamed
An empire must of course, have & mlil-
or of thse fest,

stant, a rolten old Fremch brig of six-
teenn guns and sixty men: the Carcline

and e,
The foremost in the army was
Cambronne, a fire ‘eater of. the

old guard, who declared that his “uni-|
and its very Uning” commanded |

him to follow N . Arriving ; at] " -
Portoferralo with oA Poles of the gugrd. | hid ﬂ!ﬂ“:or lviul;l 17 Phe Troulied daya
[ ! there

some time after the empire had been set| of @

ugo passed three or
up, the vetorsns at sight of the Emperor | four years of hiy Infancy, while his
o,

“wept coplously Into Yhelr mustaches,” | father, an army officer under

as the imperial chronicles record. Onmce | First Comsul of France. was aiding to

the army was completsly organized, it| establish French rule in the island.

consisted of a Corsican batialion, the| At the foot of each of those strest-
Follsh Lancers, a mameiuke contingent | stalrways lies the harbor, while Fgrt

that the grest Emporor was coming to| and the Grenadiers and Chasseurs of the | Stells, the -Mulinj Palace and Fort Fal-

old guard, with a grand total of 190| come stand jn a row at the top. The Mu-
officers and men. | inl, which is the property of the Itallan

Not enly did his veterans o
follow Napoleom to Elba, but his war gll, but & gpeversl
w

piain, modest dwelling.

f the guard | government now, ¥ Is no palace at

horses also came (o eat thalr oats in| its pl
There wans the jittle white| storles from a [lttle
arab Wagram, who pawed his stall and | Piazzale Na
whinnied for sugar whenever the man | pow install In It, but the gresn shut-
whom he had borne to the conquest of | fers are htly closed on the Emperor's
Vienna and the capture of a bride came | own special apartments, which are silept
and untenanted, save for the apiders that

banishment

I think of nothing outside
my little island. |1 exist no
longer for the world,
occupy myself with my fam-
ily, my retreat, my cows and

Thers were also bavs and chest-|
nuts who, in Spaln or Russia or Ger-|apin their webs In the bare
many. had sped him down the hiil from | once
:heh:oilbu of glory. A wsilve
the outer hurbor pacing the deck of his| although a
jesty’s ship Undaunted. “The ne'l'e;thrlen returned
sour climate.” he fatteringly | 15vA .f;".‘.poiff;i‘ Vietal Mestod frot Bonr | owep the gate on iy cosiing Miagd.
iamation, * i - | the
assured them In a prociamation, “and the 100, he would| posts, b which cannon balls are
the haunted stiliness o

Napoleon himself wove a clever
At the snd of the houme a stons wall
in the yard, but
k| awings the gate on its creaking hinges,

to Russin as an| shuts

row HIIL
me 1o chooens 1 yet
2](?:1':,' ¥ RImoag I, vy A Other and less distingulshed lenants of | little dooryard
i the Imner;‘n‘i stabie hroul:hl.d up iha totu,[
unAerstar Jarm of| !0 more than HP horses and mules. with | of flowers, and in a circle of purple lilies
ot g B | stands & marble Minerva, the status and
the encircling flowera combining to sug-
st the warrior who put on the purple.
hers are also & paim and & ping tree,
which seem to
that he exchangsd for his island empire.

And did he not boast that “I sveriook
Europe from my windows?"
are the windows, giving on the garden.
There acroas the
| parapet of the little terrace, hang
above the bige Tyrrhenian Bea, an

E off through the ceru-
lean haze, where the mountains of Iialy
break the horison.

If the Mulini was not much of &
ace it was a really charming
Emoperor's meth
Ity characteristic.
irony of hia exile, that his near-
est part on the Continent should have
reminded him of the days when he was
distributing crownas and coronets, and
when he created his sister Elisa the Prin-

baneat the allied pov-
ersigna had left him when they remade

of pe
wivion of the bold headland of
ty did not awaken vain and
tions. On tha
the thought that
Elisa

Austrians drove
Her bhaste have left

another battle—at Waterioo!' | and

exile, It ia still fragrant with the bloom
two-story front contracts Into m one-sicry |
in the rear, where
hill cuts off the low
the driveway leads.
fore, Is to the upper floor and into the
Hall of the Pyramids. A sunk:n foun-
Is in the center of this room,
walle of which are covered with
itation columns and carvings that some
aimple artist of the miniature empire
crudely designed to recall the campalign
On one of the columns the
Emperor caused
calculated at once to
and reassure the monarchs who sent hig

e pEve way to stupefaction and | Above twenty carriages and thirty
then to s dslirioun joy, for they learnsd | lendants

The Emperer on Taur.

the horses lack
off thelr white cockades and stuffed them | Imperia! progresses were forever on the
¥y His Majesty in his
Bourbon Hles the Imperial Elban flax, | #0id coach, wilh all brakes set and with
in accordange with a design which 1-Ii;|gm postillions cracking their whips even |
josned back on the reins,
the perpendicolar streets
grand marshal,
governor and his grooms gal-
| loping at the whecls. He 4id not pause
untll he had visited ail ‘the little ham-
lets which, with rostid arches of
with children scattering fowers

floor, and wkhkither
¢ entrance. there-

the | achedule, and
flower patch s

ning diagonally across & fleld of | fnr!uufy

of fumnishing it was Napoleon In Happy Everywhere

The room of Gen. Bertrand, the grand
opens from one aide of
Balle des Pyramidea, while
imperinl salon.
doves fiutter In the blus sky that cver-
the Empernr havice

her rule than
spreads ths ce
commanded that they

the knot of which
tightens the farther t I
-nl‘, the exile’s expn

militis mergeant

e

n of his hope
for Marie Louise. But alas

A bon unites the doves, while
and nets cut asunder

In the mext room bevond the sa on of

the doves the Empesor sl

neath it down a steep sialr, which has

In place of & “aniste~ 1ail,
above

figure of Truth painteo

contin
mirror with this moral Inseribed below:
“He who hates the truth, hates the

Glove in. It holds a soft memory, for it
wns in that wild fastness, in' that grim|
solitude that Count Walewska came |
to visit the conqueror of Poland apd Its/
fair daughter. he Countess brought
their son with her, but her Journey would
have been mote sentimental had it not
been prompted by her anxiety about her
pension. he Emperor, morecver, was
alarmed by bher unsclicited visit. bacause

out she must In
hind her some
eable houmehoid things, and
ely sent his fleet to Plom-

[
cathedral. where he knelt in the doorway | po "

| that

and son descondasd
ed away in their ship, Imvini the mys-
tifled islanders disputing wit

other whether the Empress and the King
of Rome had besn among them.

ely
Thin proved to be the prop-
of & hrn%uf‘tn‘—h*. the Prince

mountaing ware

simple village church of PortoTerralo, tlie - 3 r B
truversed by the Emperor, who left be-

If'-“' XVIIL his succestor on the thron® | ping' him wherever he went his command

ements. When
wagon roads lefil off. he took to the sad-
dis, and when even the

oh
ng sun for ten hours at a Emperor, watched for the coming of
Marie Louiss and her child. Napoleon
himself at first hoped and pext implored
that those who had thken away his em-
pire would restore to him his wife and

BV

&ls newly erected country villa of Sen
Martino. This Bt. Cloud of*the Elban

i

Annexing it an

i

dor Tamtiy

&

&

g
.

than gathered together all the relics of
the Emperor in the island than his fever-
luh Interest in Elba seems to have sub-
Sided and tha collection was carried off
to Florence, whence in Ume It was dis-
peraed through the world, Thus the
Elbans have hardly an old shoes or hat
to show for thelr varished empire. For-
tunately they still have the walls the|
Emperor reared, but those &f S8an Mar-
ting ars held 1n & precarious propristor-
whip. They passed from the Demidoff
family into the hands of an islander,
whoe had grown rich from the Elban
mines. But while this new landiord was

the historic but deserted villa,
An Tmperial Hermit,
When the heat of the southern summer |

| shared her brother's fallen fortunes.
Planging and NDuilding.

The next -of the imperial habitations
the Emperor chose after he left the Her-
unconventional
This was an old castle at
Porto Longone, the second pert of Elba
and on the "opposite side of the isiand
where a sulte of six
rooms wah ftted up, the Emperor choos-

descended upon San Martine, a astill]
simpler lbldtnqi_ place was chosen hy
the Emperor {1

a religious hermgit. who tended an altar|
of the Madonna high up Monte Glove. |
On the 25M0-foot climb along the steny |
path to his solitary hermitage, whers|
the altar candles are still kept burning.
the traveler leaves the village of Hu-l
clana, at the shore, and paased through
the mountain hamiet
tg the Madonna's lonely chapel

is was In the house of

of Marciana Alta |

re, In the late summer of his Elban |

year, Napolean passed s fortnight In |
the four-roosh stome hut of the hermit. |
although he really slopt In & tent. Thers,
téo, is a rocky throne—Napolson's seat, |
It is called. From it he looked aver the |
amethystine sea to the northern slopes|
of his native Corslea. with the town of
Bastin shining white against the wver-
dant mountain sides. How near together
his two islands were. and yot how long
the path between them!'

Btern as the imperial refuge of Monte

waz still hoplrg to Be reunited wlwl
rie Louilse. A!‘IQ{ twao days the mother
he motntaln and sall-

one AD-

Sighing for Wife asd Child’
The Elbans, only lesa eageriy than the

. When he saw that his letters ad-
to "My Lo

aver, hw gllllt affec

ount Nel.?

courtier whom Met-

eraftily chosen 1o attend

however, continued Lo STy
for

com-
he dwelt
and

ON 778 RACH T, FUANTED BY IR rorron ~ g
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of Rome and on this he lavighed-fatherly | its S0 people, i & shining
as wall scrubbed as s viliage
Emperor, whose | The little hotel
prophetic soul had foretold the coming|
of rainy days apd whose maternal thrift |
had made provision for them, came to|
him as soon as he was
atiémpting to fijl the bare cabinets of | she falthfully stayed by
the museum with a natural history col-|
lection bhe lost his fortune, and some Ital- | Paullne
lan creditors took his property, Including | princess had beer® Napoleon's torment in

ighs
The mother of which perpaiustes

in 9
Elbana~—Inn of

meamary O‘S the |
name, “Al L
the Elban Bee—ls
tending as the town.

townspeopley, the Elbans as =
whole, are in keeping with their unique,
If brief, chapter in history. The women
and modish, and the
men Kind, honest and self-respectiing in
thelr welcome of the stanger who comes

riy settled. and

her daughter, |
mayety of this

mementos of the empire that rose and
fell In ten months

The custodian of the Municipie, a vet-
eran of Solferino, gently
salon of the Emperor the
Empire, whils the HIbrarian proudiy dis-

hed
poleon’s Elban library. The books wers
specially bound for him over<4n Leghorn,
and inciude Caesar's Commentaries, sarly
editions of Rousseau, repressntatives of
the works of Anne Radecliffe,
Sewigne and Veltaire, and Robertson's

The janitor of the ¢
was made over into an imperial theater,
seats his callers
while he lowers the original drop cur-
tain, with its pictoria] allegory of A
fallon from the skies to ahepherd &
flock, even as Napoleon desem
the throne of Europe
Whila ene good man Is showing
somes emply wing bottles which he tress-
because they bhear the "“N™

wreath, Signorina, his daughter,
Fown her great-
grandmother wore at the Imperial court
The Elbans even have a voung man whe
sufficiently resemblen their Emperor teo
have aatisfled the requirementa of the
operators of & moving picture concern,
who came to make some fllma of the
exile and the flight, and this “Napoleon
become an added ax-

fram Portoferralo,

upon the Itallan shore.
He now had four “palaces.” the Mulinl
Hermitage and
citade]l of Porto Longone, and he sent his
workmen to rémodel for his own oc-
cupancy the houss of ths superintendent
‘{of mines st Rio, which
the morning after his

Slabed im 17TTL
tar, for a church

tent sufficed on Monte Glove,
one three lron beda,
two carpeis, & few plain chairs at a coat
of §1 each and twe or three equally sim-
armchairs and sofas were
ndeed the furnishings of the citadel wers
ple as they are
. when It is the gloomy abede of Hfe
convicts sent from the mainiand.

The fact was Napoleon had no money
to wasts in riotous lving. the Bourbomns,
invetarale stupidity,
having paid a sou of the 500000 of an-

to him in the treaty
But that and other
mare properly

and for Porto Lo

arrays hersalf

nual revenue nl
of Fontainebleat.
of his financial troubles
ML?: in the stery of his return from
El

of the Movies" has

The empire has a day all to itself in
tne island calendar, day of dare i
of May. the aaniversary of the
‘s death on another island less
Each year the custodian
Municiplo gives to the hreess the flag
the empire and solamn
held in the church eof
which is hu in blac

ered with crowns and eagies, a coffin in
tmitation of the Emperor's

vacently
forth and rne (o the altar ral

passing by may
through & glass the death mask of Na-
mn resting on a pillow within the

cabliehen To7 al) thve. N7 the. provisice
or all t ¥ pro

of Prince Demidoff's will, and the prince
also loft a legucy for the
distributed on each
dalegations comes from [taly, from Cor-
slca, sometimes from France, to at

But visitors st
the Elbams have not been
ad to commercialise their past

The construction or mseloction of pal-
aces was but a diversion, an innocent

more serious care was bestowed upon the
welfare of Eiba. While he housed him-
self and maintained his tabie
most ascetic frugality,
the local offclals half the expense of all|
public improvements that he ordered. H

not only organized
closs attsntion to detall as
framed the ecivil
French empire, but he also promoted the
slender rﬁn;;nerco and lagxing industries

Finding no roads, he. built them, and
complete highway sys-
the comvenisnce
of the people. Who have yet no rallways,
It was under his inapiration and diree-
he husdbandmen pl
the waste places. and
neglected =sall
that it supplies now neariy all the needs
the number of imhabitants =
ntury
Although it waa & tradition among the
climate earth
unfriendly to the olive, the lemon. the

mulberry, he Introduced
nd they are flour-

he shared with

the government with

Foof-‘htchll
May, when

capital. The sturdy island

orange
them in the inland, a
tsh) there to this day.
ndant water supply
sons of drought.

21-:!1'! n tm'm -

tips of lourists,
by Efba with the thouxht, per
agninst ses- 'L TSt be u d
ed & ~igorous)
mportation aof
Improved the health

haps, that

prison isle. lg.llmh.

ttle gem that it really.
Eowm of the tidolesn sen.
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