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WAR DAY BY DAY, FIFTY YEARS AGO

Thrilling Events of the Creat Struggle Graphically Described jDaring Land Exploits of Union and Confederate Forces Reviewed

| FACING INEVITABLE, LEE ||
| CHEERS TROOPS. ‘
, February 15. ;

Fifty years ago today Gen. Lee, l!i
I'etersburg, weighted down by the heavy|
cvares Imposed upon him by his mmmsnd.l
and facing the inevitable end of the War,
was endeavoring to sustain the spirit of |
his troops by setting an example of pa-|
tlent and uncomplalning endurance.

Lee realized better than did his men
that the Confederacy was doomed. and|
that his own position at Petersburg|
could not be held many more weeks, Yet
nearly every day he wag out on the lines,
occasionally passing pleasantries  with |
his generals and often speaking an en-
couraging word tu the soldiers in the/
trenches, [

One of his men has left a word picture
of him at that trying period of his com-

mand. He was neatly attired in rv-kulf‘
tion gray, but without the general’s
white buff collar and cuffs A turn-

Jown collar, of the same material as the,
¢nat, bore three stars; but there Was no
gold wreath around them, nor any gold
lace upon the sleeves, Ordinarily a full-
dress uniform would have given him four
paraliel cords forming an elaborate chev-
con, with the initials C. S A,

With the modest suggestion of rank on
hig collar, he might have been mistaken
for a colonel In his best fatigue suit if
the triplicate arrangement in the two
rowg of buttons on his hreast were over-
looked. His hat was a soft hiack felt:
in the *rummer he had been ssen along
the linee with u white straw.

His hair and full beard weres both
«hort. His complexion was of a healthy,
ruddy hue. indicating a temperute Ufe.

Ite was six feet tali, well proportioned
and with s fearless look of self-posses-
<jon. without au trace of arrogance. Tha
wight, sincers, even svmpathetlc, ex-
pression of the eve inspired a feeling of
confidence and comradeship in which one |
forgot to mote its color
Such was lee in 185,
Lee | mnder Fire.
|

A\ rigid disciplinarian. Lee issuel sharp |
urders: but he o  blended them with|
tonches of sympathetic thoughtfulness |
and Nttle arts of kindness as to make |
him loved by hig men. On one occaslon, |
when going the rounds, his attention wur
alled by Gen. Archibald Gracie—one .of |
the Confederate generals who had Won
distinetion at ("hickamauga—to a slght |
change in the Union lnes In front of Col- |
qultt's sallent.

v spite of Gracie's appeals to him to
koop under cover Lee stepped to an ex-

posed position on the Confederate lines.
where many men had been pleked off by
the Federal sharpshooters, and in a leia-
irely manner examined the enemy's
work=. In the course of this examina- |
tion Lee turned to find that Gracie was|
<tanding with him. He e=ald: “‘Gen

think »ou ought not 1o expose
I"'s go down.™

viracie, |
oursell here,

This Incldent occurred late in Novem-
wr of 184 Scarcely a week afterward.
1y Ixecember & Gen. (Oracie was killed

Lo had stood. He
furlough to vielt hi=
Richmond, but had
was walting over

nas a: thi= time general-in-chief
the Confederate armies. He had
raised to that rank by congress en
“shruary but it was an honor con-
rred ton laie to be of any use to the
Vanfederacy. Other than Lee's own forve
t PPetersburg there no body of
troons the name
“arolinas, Juseph E
Tohnaton with & few th men wWag
codeavaring to find some way stop-
g the Federnle under Sherman He
vo doomed to failure,
Letters 1o Hin Wile,

Lnew wall that all hops of main-
ratrme the Confederacy was gone, Yet
that dlid pnt deter him from taking every

teal the spot where
had Jjust received n
wifee and chiid
nigsed his train
next

and
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| wes
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WHE now
worthy
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wasure within his power to wsrd off
al disnster ns long as possible: and
s vvery thouzht was for his men.

ITie hiome letters in this gloomy perind

~ touching =idelights on Lee, the man.
<ime of them have been publlshed in
Fitzhugh Tee's life of Gen. [#e (Great
‘nmmanders Serles, 1. Appleton & Co.,
~ Yo
I received the bux with hat. gloves
v socks"" he wrote to Mrs. Lee one
Jday in that bleak winter, “also the bar-
rel of apples. You had belter have Kept
w o lntter, as it would have hesn more
eful to you than to me, and 1 should
enjoyed =2 consumption by yours
and the giris more than by me.”*

Gives Warning of the End.
e February 2 Lee gave velled warn-
& of the Impending downfall of the

Confederate cause to his wife,

“After sending my note thie morning.*
wrote, 1 received from the express
# hag sorks (for the soldiers:

will have to send down your offer-

LT
iftheoe if

Y ou

InEs as sool ax vou ean amnd bring vour
wark to & close, for | think Gen. Grant
will mowe  gninst us  soon—within a
werk I pothine prevents—and no man
an tell whut may be the result: but
rrusting o oa merclfal Ged, who does not
ddwaye Zive the battle 1o the strong. 1
pray we mav nol bhe overwhelmed

1 shall, howew endeavor to do my

duty and fight to Ins:. Should it be
necsERgTY o Nh:lndﬂll our posttion to pre-
vent being surrounded, what wili you do®
Will ¥ou remain or leave the clty? You
must conwsider the guestion and make
up your mind. It fs a fearful condition,
and we must rely for guidance and pro-
tection upon a kind Providence.™

But it was seldom he wrote of himself
w of the causes, Nearly alwars It was
«f his men, *“The Lyons furs and the
fur robes have * * * arrived safely.” he
wrote Oon one occasion, “but 1 can learn

the

nothing of the saddle of mutton. Bryan,
of whom 1 inquired as to its arrival, is
greatly nlarmed jest it has been sent to

the soldiers” dinner, If the soldiers get

1 shall be content. 1 ean do very well
without it. In fact, T should rather they
waotld have It than 1.*

- +
| FEDERAL FORCES ARRIVE AT
| COLUMBIA, S. C. ’
{ February 16. |
¥ -

Fifty vears ago toduy the Federal
rorces under Gen. W. T. Eherman were

front of Columbia, 8 <., the Btate
capital, which they w.oe¢ to eater the

next morning. In the succeeding night
the place was to be devastated by fire,
Within the city all wad panle.  Gen.
13 T. Beauregard, the Confederate com-
munder, had at hand scarcely 4,006 men,
and in &ll the Carolinas there was a bare
15000 available to contest the advance of
the confident and victorious Federals.
Aremdy Beauregard had announced his
jntentlon of evacuating Columbia early
e following morning. and the people
were flocking  from the city. carrving
with them ail the valuables that could be
saded upon the carriages or crowded
nto the raflroad cars

The right wing of the Federal army.
comprising the Fifteenth and Seven-
teenth Corps, under Gen. O. 0. Howard,
alrendy wae in part across *he forks of
the Congures River, a mile or so above

| Beptember angd October,

t~lumbia. Only Broad River lay between

]
the army and the city, and in the nishll
# brigade—Col. George A. Stone's, of

Woud's Division of the Fifteenth Corps—' themselvey supplled, were absolutely be- ing gold  watches,

was to be ferried across on pontoons pre-i
paratory to laying a bridge the next day. |

The left wing of the army, comprising |
the Fourteenth and Twentieth Corps, un-
der Gen, H. W. Slocum. was nearing the |
town of Alston. about twenty-tive miles
north of Columbia. Gen. Judson KIil-
patrick’'s cavalry was scattered out in
front of Slocum's wing.

With Columbla in signt, the bitterness
of the Federal troops toward South Car-|
olina, the State that had begun the war
by announcing her secession from the
I'nion and by firing upon the Stars and,
Stripes over Fort Sumter, waxed strong-|
er. Already heavy, reprisals had been|
made upon the pecpie by burning their!
homes and plundering their mmmlI
property, and now the men muttered
threata against the community before
them.

Doom of Colambia Declded.

Capt. George W. Pepper, in his story of
the campaign, wrote of the intent of the
men to burn the city when they enter-
ed it

“From our camp.” he wrote. “the whole
city was in plain view. XNo troops, save|
a few skirmighers along the river or cit-|
izens, could be seen on the streets or|
about the town. 1 remurked to a captain
of artillery that the Confederates could
make ug scatter by opening a battery on |
our camp and thes columns of troops|
marching on the road within musket shot
of the town.

*'Ro they

1
|

could: and 1 hope theyr will
fire at us® he replied, 'We wizh for a]
good excuse to blow the infernal town
to the devil, and will do so on the first|
provocation. They know better, however,
and will not disturb our sleep tonight.'*/

Near the Federal camps and closa by
the road along which the Fiftesnth army
Corps was marching were the remains of
Camp Sorghum. a Confederate prison for |
Federal officers, which had only recently
been abandoned. |

This camp, though occupying less space |
than sufficient for 50 men, was crowded |
with 1,30 officers during the months of|
1864. The men |
had been without huts or shelter of any |
Kind, but eventually had bheen supplied |
with a few axey and shovels with which !
they had dug cellars and constructed |
conleal earth huts, |

**As stories about the starvation of!
prisoners, sick. dving for want of at-|
tention. in the burning sun. were related

by the escaped prisoners to the crowds| on the river bank. near where the engi-| Chgrieston. 8.

of soldiers visiting thix camp, they be-
rame furious with rage against Colum-
hia."” wrote Capt. Pepper. |

“The feeling of the Army of the Ten-|
nessse iz well illustrated by a profane
and feroclous doggerel, which was sung |
by  hundreds the Fifteenth Army
Corpse: |

in

“ail Columbin. Fagpy iand, !
If 1 don't teara vour 171 be d-—d! §

“The dgom of Columbia was doc:r!adl
at Camp Sorghum. and nelther Gen.|
Sherman nor any other man could save
it from severe treatment.” i
Federala Ply the Torch. i

The coming of the Federals had been |
heralded reveral davs before bv denss
columng of black smoke that arose on
the southern horizon, where many acrea
of pine forest land and hundreds of
dwellings and barns were in flames

For miles the army had marched on
roads flanked by furiously hurmn:!
woods, which had been set ablaze mrvi-l
dentallv or atherwise,

“It war grand and sometimes awful tnl
sre: the flames fiyving over the ground
like a frightened stesd,” weole Maj. |
George W. Nichols. of Rherman’s stafl. |
in “The Story of the Great March.™ *“As
we approached one of these forests |
fiiled with flames and pitch-black smnkr,r
it apprared as If we “vere about to real-|
ize the 1maginations of childhood and |
see dragons and terrible beasts guarding
ithe entrance to some farbidden ground.”

When the Fifteenth Corps saarched into
the Hittie village of Saluda. three or four
miles above Columbia, the torch was
freely usad The Columbia mills. em-
ploying  about 4  operatives. mostly
women, said to have been the larges:
factory in the South, was soon In flames,
The fire was fanned hy a stif breeze
and NMyink sparks lgnited some of the
nenr-hy dwelling=.  Amidst the smoke
and flames the frightened women, thelr
solie means of support gone, wept and
wrung their hands.

That night, when the armvy
sighr of Columbia, # Federal
opened fire upon the city., Sherman at
once rode up and ordered the firing
stopped. He did not wish the responsi-
bility for the death of defenselesg wom-
en and children. He did allow a few
shells to be exploded over the rallroad
depot, In the suburbs, in order to fright-
en off the negroes who were looting the
Confederute comminsary siores, of which
Sherman was murh in peed, and which
he hoped to capture the next day

It was o night of feverish anxiety in
Columbla. The clvilians, especially the
women. ware loath to belleve that their
vity must fall, and trusted to the last that
Beauregard amd  his handful of (roops
would be ahle 1o stand off the Fedorals,

was in
hattery

But with the dawn their createst fesrs
were to be  realized: the Confederates
were 1o withdraw  and  “the monster
Sherman’ was to march in.

-+ +

COLUMBIA, S. C., DEVASTATED
BY CONFLAGRATION.

February 17.

&
*

’___

Fifty years ago today the city of Co-
lumbia. the capltal of South Carolina,
which wag occupled by the Federal army
unier Gen, Sherman early in the day,
was lald waste Ly a terrible conflagra-
tion that raged through the afternoon
and night.

Who burned Columbin® This ever since
has betn a debated question. Commit-
tees and commlssions Investigated it. the
United Stutes Congress was appealed to
to ansWer it, vet to this day the guestion
has not been settled.

Careful review of the evidence present-
a stady of the narratives and diaries
ofithose who were in the city at the time,
andl a knowledge of the apirit which
actuated the men of the Federal army
in their dealings with the people of South
Carolina as a whole, leads to the con-
clusion that. though the first fires were
started by the Confederate troops or the
townspeople themselves in a well-meant
effort to destroy the vast store of cot-
ton that lay in the city's streetz. the
Federals must take the blame for the
subsequent devastation.

They spread the blaze. Many of the
soldiers. those of the better sort. tried
to stem the flames and ald the stricken
people: but the great mass of troops In
the city. the men of the Fifteenth Corps
under Gen. John A, Logan, wild with
drink and inflamed by a long-standing
grudge against South Carolina and her
people, did their utmost to lay the place
In ashes, and sucoesded.

Gen. Sherman cannot justly be made
to bear the whole blame. The destruc.
tion of all the Fovernment property there
would have suited his taste. but the
wholesale devastation at Céolumbia would
not, If for no better reason than it would
bring discredit to him pe Ny.

However, whether or not approved

.

| loaded

the burning of the ¢ity, he could not

T 1 ]
have prevented it. The soldiers. drunk lumbia. On his way he met erowds of | flames, though the fire ¢

with brandy which the Columbiana had|

yund restraint,
Raise Fiag om Capitel.
Tt was daylight of February 17 when |
the few Confederate troops in Columbia,
under Gen. G. T. Beauregard, began to'
withdraw from the city. With them went
the leading citizens of the place, the gov-

(eTnor, A, G. Magrath, and members of

the legislature, The streets were m!ed|
with army wagons making to the rear,
and with hundreds of private vehicles|

topheavy with h hold goods
being sent out of the city.

At the depot everything was bustle and
confusion. Hundreds were seeking ad-)|
mission to the already crowded coars,
Husbands were looking for wives, wives
calling to husbands, and children scream-
ing In fright.

Even at that early
smoke over the cliy.
been fred to prevent it falling Into the
hands of the Federaln Later In the
maorning the rallroad station caunght fire
and was consumed. but it wa= on the
outskirts of the town and the blaze did
not =pread. By that time the last train
had gone north toward Chester and
Charlotte

While the Confederates were making
good thelr retreat the Federals north of
Columbin were busily engaged In bride-
ing Broad River. In the night a brigade
of Gen. (. R. Wood's division of the Fif-
teenth Corps, under Col. George A, Stone.
of the Twenty-fifth Iowa Infantry, had

hour thers was
Some cotton had |

haern  sent across to guard the bridege |
head. These men now advanced toward)
Columbia while the engineers launched |

their pontoons and hegan she mnsiruc-}
tion of the bridge.

About a mile from the ecity Col. Stone
was met by Mavor T. J. Goodwyn and
three of the city's aldermen. who offered

to sggrender the place. After a short
con oe Columbia was formally turn-
e to the Federals.

Word of the surrender was sent back
to Gen. fherman, who had not yet cross-
! Hroad River, and =tone's Brigade
marched into the streets of the South
Carolina  ecapital. Col. Stone, accom-
panied by Capt. Willlam B. Pratt. Gen
Logan's aid. planted the first United|
Btairs flag on the State capltol 1

Federal Army Drank.

was patiently
of the pontoon
Sherman wasv|

Meanwhile the army
waiting the completion
bridg~ over Broad River

neers were at work, now paecing up and
down amone his officers, an unlighted
cigar in his mouth, and now halting for
a brief word with some of the gencrale
around him.

At times he would =it down on a log
and chop away at a stick with hi= pock-
et knife, then nervously start up and
resume hi=s walk.

Gen. Howard mat on a log reading a
newspaper. Every few minutes he would
call the general’s attention 1o an article
In the paper or read a passage aloud
and make comment upon i, |

When the bridge was completed the
cavaleade rode rapldly toward Colume
bin. and entered the city's streets amid

Intense excitement NeEroes waore

grouped along the streéts, cheering, sing-

Ing and dancing in wild delight
Though the advanced Federal troops

had been in the place little more than an
hour many of them were drunk. in the
shart absence of Col. Stone at th. cap-
itol, some of his men had found a store
of liquors; the negrosg and some of the
other civillans, eager to gain the friend-
ship of the soldiery, had brought owut-
supplies of brandy. A4 the other troops
entered they. too. imbibed fresls
“Whisky and wine flowed ke water'
wrate Mal «harles W, Wiils, of the
1™d Infantry, in his diary, “and the
whole division is drunk. This disgusts
me. | think the city should be burned, |
but woulds ke to see it done decently.”
Whole City In Flameas, i

About % o'clork a fire broke onut in the
western part of the eity and a =tiff wind !
spread it rapidly. The Federal ofMrers|
attempted to stay itg progress, hut could
not get the intoxicated soldiers to do of-
fective work, *“The town was full of
drunken negroes and the vilest vagabonid
saldlers, the veriest scum of the entire
army * * * wrote Maj Gen. Woods.
commuanding the First Division of the
Fifteenth Corps, in his ofMclal report of
tha campalgn. “Every measurs prace
ticable was adopted to prevent the
spreading of the fire: but owing to the
fart that both c¢ltizgens and soldlers
were tn no way disposed to have the
scene closed, it was impossible to arrest
the Mames™

About the same hour (% &, m.) several
other fires appeared at scattersd points

in the city. These, tou, ETew rapidly,
and soon It became apparent that the
place was d d, At midnight a mem-

ber uf the Sixteenth Corps, who had been
in the city, returned to his command and
reported:  ““The whele city im in flames
and the whole army drunk. The place is
swimming with lquor. The gEuards have
been changed three times already, As
fast as they gre changed they get drunk.
The fire companies bhronght out thelr an-
zites and our men cut the hose to pleces,

Tt i= the higgest drunk and sreatest fire
I #ver heard of.”

For more than six hours the conflagra-
tion raged furfously FPillaging &angs

fired the heart of the town, then entered
the houses and carried off all articles
of wvalue. The flames burst out in all
aquarters.  The streets were crowded with
heipleas women and children. some only
i night attire. Yet the weather was
bitter rold, for South Carolina.

Agonized mothers, seeking their chil-
dren, were rushing on all sidea from the
raging flames. Invalids had to be drag-
ged from their beds, and lay exposed to
the flames and smoke.

“T trust T shall never witness such &
socne again” wrote Capt. D. P, Conyng-
ham. of Sherman's staff.”” 1 wag fired at
for trying to save an unfortunate man
from being murdered.

“The frequent shots on every side told
that some victim had fallen. Shrieks,
groans and cries of distress resounded
from every side.”

Nuna and Children Flee.

The Nameg bore down, unchecked, upon
the Ursaline Convent and Academy,
whieh Sherman had promised protection.
The sisters had a large number of chil-
dren in their care—many of them mem-
bers of priminent familles of the State—
and ut the first ery, “The convent Is on
fire."”" marshaled thelr charges and. aided
by the parish priests, Fra. 0'Connell and
Lawrence, led them to a temporary ref-
uge in the Catholic church.

It was a pitiful spectacie as the refu-
gees made thelr way through the great
erowds of drunken soldlery In narrow
sireets lighted by the roaring flames. The
priest, with uplifted corucifix. headed the
processi Behind him followed the
nuns, their pallid faces, black habit and
quiet bearing in strange contrast to the
scenes about- them. Y

Then came the schoolgirla. many of
them little tots. marching hand-in-hand
with thelr older in fear that
they might be torn away by the shout-
ing men about them. Several of the
plck, wrapped In blanketa, made their
way along as best they could.

This solemn procession was not Inter-
fered with. Sherman had provided a
guard for the sisters and their charges,
but It was not needed.

Ruia and Vandaliam.

Iin the morning of February 18 Capt.

|

Pepper, previously quoted, went Into Co-

soldiers, who were yelling. singing, wav-
handfuls of* gold.
Jewelry and Confederate currency in the

town. One was staggering under the

| welght of a huge basket filled high with

allver plate.

As Pepper passed the lunatic asylum
he was surrounded by hundreds of men,
women and children, begging for protec.
tion. Un the grounds attached to thiws
bullding were thousands whom the fire
had rendered houseless and homeless,
congregated at the only place of refuge
left In the city, Near-by a crowd of sol-
diers, accompanied by a performer seat-
ed at a plano, were singing *“John
Brown."

Near the new Htate houss u large bon-
fire of tobaceco, nearly 200 feet long, Afty
feet wide and flve feet high, was burning.

Around the new State house were evi-
dences of the hate of the soldiers toward
the State of South Carolina.

This building was unfiniahed. Most of
the ernamental portion had not been re-
moved from the boxes in which It had
been brought there. There were the re-
mains of fluted columns, capitals, entab-
Intures, frieses and cornlces of the finest
Ttallan marble that had been destroyed
by fire. defaced by blows from muskets
and mashed by axes and hammers.

Even the monument erected by the
State to the gallant dead of the Pal-
metto Regiment (First South Carolina)
in the Mexican War, had not been spared.

At noon Pepper returned to his regmi-
ment, engaged in destroying  rallroad
near the eity. Clo=s nt hand was a va-
cant buillding containing a fine library
belonging to the Rhett. Harnwell, Hey-
wood and Middleton familles. It was
fired and burned in the presence, and
without a word of remonstrance, of an
officer commanding a brigade.

For two dayas the work of destruction
was to be continued. On February 20
Sherman was to give the word that was
to send his men farther into the heart of
the Confederacy. the award in one hand
and the torch In the otner

— )
FEDERAL TROOPS OCCUPY
CITY OF CHARLESTON, S.C.

February 18.

-

ago today the ity of
which had been evac-
uated by the Confederates the night be-
fore, was occupied by the Federals, who
had fruitlessly besleged It for two vears.

The cuming of Gen. Rherman's army
in the rear—Columbia, the State capital,
1% miles northwest, had been occupled
by the Federals on February 17—had
forced Charleston’'s defenders to relin-
quisli thelr hold upon the place,

Gien. W. H. Hardee, who after a re-
treat from Savannah In December, had
gone to Charleston, had under him about
149 men, With this foree he could have
put up a stiff defense even in the face
of an attack by Sherman, but his army
eventually would have bheen forced to sur-
render. Hardee's force would be of more
use in the field, s0 as eariv as Febroars
14, when it was realized that Sherman
murt take Columbla, preparations were
made for the withdrawal from Charles.
ton

[ —
Firny

Vears

Sumter Evacaated.

On February W Capt. Thomas A, Hu-
guenin, commander of Fort SBumter, in
Charieston Harbor, was ordersd by Gen
Hardee to prepars 160 evacioate his post
That night all the baggage of the oM-
ork and n force of laburers who had
been at work on the fort were sent off
to the clty

In order to concesl the proposed with-
drawal from the Federals, who were
wutehing and bombarding the place night
and day from their baitteries on Maorris
Islamd, at the entrance 10 the harbor, the

regular routine was observed at Sumter

during the day of the 17th. At =unrise
a new battle flag was run ub upon the
wtaff, and at sunset was lowered to the
Found of the evening gun—the last Con-
foderate cannon to be fired from Sum-
ter's walle

At dusk all the usual preparntions to
repel @ nlght sattack were taken. Wire
entangiements and bristling plke= were
placed to protect the practicable parts of
the gorge and mea face, and the light
howitzers were run forward as if to meet
A Federal boat attack Then, after
dark, the garrison of about 3% men, com-
prising two companies of the First South
Carolina Regulars and three companies
of the Thirtv-second Georgia Volunteers,
bade silent farewell to the historie old

fort. boarded launches, and went to join |

their already retreating comrades within
the city

In the meantime Gen. Hardes had sent
away as much of his ammunition and
supplies ax was practicable for him 1o
move, Cannon had been withdrawn from
advanced points.  Rising sinoke told of
burning warchouses.

Jefferson Davis had given express or-
ders that the cotton within the city should
be destroyed.  Therefore, Gen. Hardee,
after putting the bulk of his troops
mation., order«d hin rear guard 1o raoll
the cotton ot of the storage houses aml
burn it. This was done. The burming
rotton, piled high in the streets, soon sel
fire to adjacent bulldings. and In the late
hours of the night the city wasx afire in
many places.

Citizens and soldiers struggied to com-
bat the flames, but it was well into the
day before they were subdued. Ry that
time about a wmixth of the city, mostly the
lower business section. was destroyed.

Flag Ralsed Over

All the little signs of withdrawal had
not gone unnoticed by the Federals, and
in the night of February 17 they be-
stirred themselves to unususl activity, A
terrific bombardment. one of the heaviest
of the siege. was rained upom the forts
and works around Charleston and upon
the batteriea that marked the lower wa-
ter front of the town.

When the flames arose within the city
and it seemed positive that the Con-
federates were abandoning Il. some of
the gunners turmed their pieces upon the
place and dropped shot after shot into
the blazing areas. This, no doubt, con-
tributed to the spread of the flames’

When morning dawned the Feaderals
saw that the Confederates had failed to
withdraw their brass howitsers from the
ramparts of Sumter and knew that the
place had been abandoned. According
to unofficial accounts, two boals sel out
for the goal, one from a Federal monitor
off the bar apd another from one of the
batteries on ‘Morris Island.

Conditions favored the landsmen, and,
after a tight race, Lieut. John Hacket,
of Company M. Third Rhode Island
Heavy Artillery, clambered into the de-
serted fort and mountsd the rampart. A
few minutes laler, about 9 o’clock, the
Stars and Stripes flew over Sumter, the
first time since Anderson was forced to
capitulate in April, 181 The flag was
raised by Maj. John A. Hennesay, of the
Fifty-second Pennsyivania Regiment.

By this time other parties of Federals
had taken to boat:s and were rowing
toward the inner harbor. Lieut. Col
Augustus G. Bennetl, of the Twenty-
first U"nited States colored troops, in com-
mand at Morris Island. was first to land.
Touching at Milla Wharf, he sent & form-
al demand for surrender to Mayor Charles
Marcbeth. y

No attempt to advance into the city
was made, for Col. Bennett had with him
only four or five officers and twenty-two

men,
AL that hour Charieston was still in

in |

i

panies were
 fNghting hard to check them. About 11
‘o'clock a terrific explosion shook the
'c“"‘ A ply of ab ™ A = M

| air and boasting of having burned the|tion at the Northeastern Rallroad depot

had been ignited, probably by boys play-
' ing with burning cotton, and between 150
land 2M persons, largely poor women and
| children, who had broken into the Con-
| federate stores to get food, were buried
Lin the ruine,

Scarcely had the detonation died away
| when, with another terrible roar, the
| magazine of the Confederate ram
| Charleston was fired and the craft blown
|to pieces. She had been moored In
| Cooper River, on the north of the eity.
]'l‘l‘u- Confederates had previously blown
|up the lronclads Chicora and Palmetto
jand sunk a submarine torpedo boat. all
three in Cooper River, (The torpedo boat
and the Ironclad Columbia, a new ves-
sel that had been sunk in & creek near
Charleston, were later ralsed by the Fed-
Iamla and added to the Northern fleel.)

By thin time Col Bennett received a
| note from Mayor Macbeth written be-
|fore the latter had received Bennett's
| demnand for surrender, notifying the Fed-
|erals that the Confederates had gone.
| Other Federal troopa having come up,
Col. Bennett marched into Charleston
and soon his men had taken full posses-
| glon of the piace and aided the citizens
in extinguishing the firep. All the forts
jand batteries around Charleston were oe-
supled. and before nightfall Brig. Gen.
Alexander Schimmelfennig, commanding
the northern district of the Department
of the Bouth. and Maj. Gen, Quincy A.

Glllmore, the department commander,
had moved Into the cliy.
I — »

STARS AND STRIPES RAISED|
AT FORT ANDERSON.

February 19.

]
|

*_. —
Fifty years ago today the Stars and
Stripes were raised over Fort Anderson.

lnst of the Confederate works defending
N. ", on the lower Cape
which had been evacunted

Wilmington,
Fear River,
in the night

The advance of an army corps under
Gen. John M. Schofleld, which had been
landesd on the coast for the purpose of
taking the fort in the resr, and a three
davs’ bombardment by ships of the Fed-
under Admiral v D, Porter,

entersd the river after the
fall, on January 15, of Fort Fisher (at
the river’s mouth), had rendered tha
evacuation of Fort Anderson by its gar-
rison inevitable

The defenders of the fort had made a
gallant resistance, however, in the face
of heavy odds, keeping Porter's fleet at
bay under very severs flre and not quit-
ting the works until Schofield’s force was
upon them.

e tval vbstacles hud made the prog-
pers the Federals upon Wilmington,
twenty miles up the Cape Fear River,
one of much labor. The lirst of this had
fallen upon Admira! Porter, in getting his

flest
had

eral
which

ul

ships Into the river. There Were 1wo
channels, wilely  separated, and both
shallow, crouked, aod obstructed

the enast
nertlwern channel,

Filsher, on
the

Fort
had guarded
Inlet.

New

ing the southern channel

This had glven the Federals compiete
yeontrol of the months of the river and
fof the village of Smithville, on its west
bank above Fort (Maswell, and other
pointa where the wate: wax deep erough
for landing 1roops Hut between them
and Wilmington lay Fort Anderson, i
very strong work on the woest hank, ten
Emithvile and =ix above

miles
New

hove
Inlet

A NDummy Monllor.

forces found the channels
rover the sandy bars at the river's en-
trance shallew, unhbuoyved, shatructed in
plareas with the wrecka of blockade run-
‘ners, and strewn with torpedoes,

The

naval

| Omly the lighter draft vessels could en- |

ter the first, and some of these were
| three davs dragging their koels in sand
! and mud in clearing the bar.
| When finallv a <channel had been
| eleared and heavy rains had reised the
| piver's level, heavier vessels crossed New
illi'ln-l har, including the monitor Montauk.
| Witk a force of about twenty ships
| over the bar, Admiral Porter was ready
| to push on up the river, moving in con-
junction with Schofield’'s troopa,  All be-
'Ing ready on February 17, the leading
whilps hiad movred up and begun a bom-
t bardment of Fort Anderson,

This bombardment was heavy for two
dunys, but s mornl effect was greater
than the physical. This was partly doe

to a ruse employed by Admiral Porter,
of 4 =ort characteristic of that com-
mander,

The ruse consisted of the emplovment
of & dummy monitor, such as Admiral

| Porter had first employed in the siege

{of Vicksburg. The manner in which the
original durmmy  had  passed  the Con-
federate works  had  digeoncerted the
men In the Vickstairg batt w2, When
the character of the “turreted monster.”
an the vessel was termed by them, was

| made known, Vickshura's defenders were
ridiculed Ly the Southern press for al-
lowing themselves to be gulled.

The moral effact of the dummy em-
ployed in the Cape Fear River was all
that could have heen wished by its pro-
jectors. The bogus ship, made of a
acow, canvas and barrels, was put in
charge of Lileat W. B Cushing—of Al-
bemarle fame—and that ofMcer, doubtless
relishing the adventure, placed it In a
panition in which it would have its great-
est effect.

Killed by a Terpedo.

Starting at night, with a flotilla of
small boats, Cushing convoyed the dum-
my monitor to a position near the fort
and cast it off to float upstream with
the flood tide.

The “maonitor” passed near enough to
the fort for its dim outline to be seen
A heavy fire was directod at It but it
kept ity way, unharmed. until it grounded
on the east bank of ths river, within
range of batteries below Wimington and
on their flank—a position that. occupied
by a genuinse monitor. would have made
the batteries untenable.

Discerning the black form of the dum-
my In the uncertain light of dawn, the
defenders of the upper works withdrew
inte Wilmington, leaving Fort Anderson
alone to muard the river against the
Yankess.

Schofleld’s advance sealed the fate of
Port Anderson and opened the way for
Porter's ships to follow the dummy mon-
fitor up the river to Wilmington (which
was occupied by Schofield February D,

But the advance of the fleet was not
without hasard and loss of life. The
enamy was active in employing torpedoes,
and a» a final blow at the Federals
they released s large number on the ebb
tide the day the fort was evacuated. A
negro had warned Admiral Porter that
the torpedoes would be sent down, and
preparations were made to cateh them
by =stringing nets acrosa the river.

This method resulted in the gathering
in of a number of barrels clarged with
explosives, which were exploded harm-
tesaly by musketry from the banks. One,
however. got past the nets and fAoated
among the fleet, where it was secured.
An officer in & small boat fired his pistol
into it. exploding it. with the result that
',lho boat was destroved, the officer seri-
ously wounded, and two men killed

of the river, |

i

i

| gatherad,

Its fall was followed in three days !

by the svacuation of Fort Unswell, guard- | o bitants of the ity and send them out

|
1

!
I

! deatroved all of
| mills.
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SHERMAN'S ARMY LEAVES
RUINS OF COLUMBIA. ||
February 20. I"

+

| ferred to fight on his own sround, where

.

Fifty yeara ago today Gen. Sherman’s
army marched away from the blackened/
ruins of Columbia, the capital of .Bouthl
Carolina, on the second stage of the
great Carolina campaign. !

Thus far the Federala had swepl every-
thing before them, and had made such
rapid progress from Savannah north that
the Confederates. weak and scattered,
had been unable to bring their forces to)|
bear against them. |

Columbia had been seized, and with its
capture Charleston had been evacuated.
The Confederates who had held Colum-|
bia, scarcely 10000 of them under Gen.|
G. T, Beauregard, had retreated north.!
along the raliroad, to Chariotte, N. .|
100 miles distant: those comprising the
garrison of Charleston, an army of 14,000
under Ger. W. 1», Hardee, had Zone to
Cheraw, 13 miles north of Charleston
and about cighty-five miles northeast
of Columbin. At those two points they
halted und walted to see what Sherman's
next move was 1o be. i

The ultimate Federal ohjective was
Raleigh. the capitai of North Carolina. |
Sherman proposed to kecp the Confed-!
erates Kuepsing a=x long as possible as to
the route over which his army was to
march. This would prevent Hardee and
Heaurezard concentrating to meet him.
Not that Sherman was afraid to give
tite combined forces battle, but he pre-

he might totally crush them, as he after-
ward wasx to do,

So for the flrst few days the move-
ments of the Federnls from Columbia
were all northward along the railroad to
Charlotte. later on, the army was to
meke a sharp divergence to the east,
leaving culy the cavalry to keep up the
deception of a movement against Char-
lotte,

Leave Food for Columbians.

Wi*h a jarge part of Columbia In ruins
as the result of a disastrous fire on Feb-
raary 17, and with practically all of the

surrounding country swent clean of pro-
visions by  Sherman’'s “‘bhummers.” the
cltizens of the city were fearful that
when the army mnrched away they
would be reduced to a state of starva-
tion. The mavor, T. I. Goodwyn, went

to Sherman and asked him what could
e done to feed the large population that
had bheen left homeless and destitute by
the fira.

According to Gen. 0. 0. Howard's ac-
enunt, Sherman said to the mayor: "Go
to Howard. Howard runs the reiigion of
this army:" and then, less briskly, “Go
to him: he commandg the troops that
hold the city. He will treat you better
than one of your own generals™

Soon after this loterview with Sher-
man the mayor went to Howard and put
hefore him the supply problem. Gen
Howard at once ordered that a herd of
cattle which the Federal commissary had
be divided and half given to
the mayor. He al=o sent half of his sup-
ply of rations to the new State house, to
be stored there for the use of the impov-
erished people

“1 told him ithe mayor)” Gen. How-
ard wrote, “that if | were he 1 would
organize fornging partles from the in-

into portions of the country which our
foragers had not reached and have them
make forced loans  Years afterward |
met the same Rentleman. He told me
that he had followed the advice and that
the pian had worked so well that there
was no want.”

Before evacuating the city the Federals
the fartories. powder
machine shops, the arsenal, aund
ammunition. Mueh of this
i‘onfederate property was in the outlying
soctiong and had escaped destructlion in
the great fire, Thia work being complet-
ed on the IMh, the order to*move was
Eiven.

Eariy the next morning the troops were
marching northward along the rallroad.
The Fifteenth and Seventeenth Corps.
comprising the Federal right wing under
Gen. Howard, swung directly north from
Columbla, while the Twentleth and Four-
teenth Corps, comprising the left wing.
under Gen. H, W, Slocum, together with
the cavalry under Gen. Judson Kilpat-
rick, followed a more westerly route,

Soldiers Burn and Plllage.

The troops had scarcely taken the road
when outrages such as had marked the
early part of the campalgn were resum-
ed. The homes of civiiians wersa burned,
furniture was demolished and money and
jewelry stolen.

The whole Carolina march greatly ex-
ceeded the march from Atlanta to Sa-
vannah in the extent of the depredations
upon the civilians and the destruction of
private property. Capt. D). P. Conyng-
ham, of Sherman's staff, wrote of it that
“Ap for the wholesale bornings, pillage,
devastation committed in Sonth Carolina.
magnify all I have =ald ahout Georgia
some fAftrfold. and then throw in ar oo-
casional murder. and yon have a pretty
goord wlea of the whole thing™

Finally Gen. Howard was constrained
to take a hand 'n an attempt to bring
this virtual reign of terror to an end
On February X he wrote to his corps
commanders:

“1 desire to call your attention to the
fact that some of our soidiers have been
committing the most oulrageous rob-
berles of watches, jewelry. ete. A case
has come to my notice where a watch
and several articles of jeweslry were
stolen by a foraging party under the sve
of the commissioned officer in charge.
Another where a brute had viclemtly as-
sauited & lady by striking her, and had
then robhed her of a valuable gold watch,

“In one instance money was stolen to
the amount of §15 and another, whare
an officer with a foraging party had al-
lowed hix men to take rings off the fin-
gera of ladies In his presence. Today &
soldier was found plundering. arrested.
piaced under the guard of one of Gen.
Corse’s orderlies, and was ltherated by
some of his comrades who had arms in
their hands, and who threatened the life
of the guard.

“These outrages must be stopped at all
hazards, and the thieves and robbers
who commit them be dealt with severely
and summarily, T am Inclined to think
that there i= a regularly organized ban-
dittl who commit these outrages and
who share the spolls. 1 call upon you
and upon all the oMcers and moldiery un-
der you, who have one spark of honor or
respect for the profession which they
follow, to help me put down these Infa-
mous procecdings, and to arrest the per-
petrators.™

For a whkils matters improved in Gen.
Howard's command. but as Gen. Bher-
man did rot particularly disappraove of
the acts of his “bummere.” and as many
of the lesper oficers were hand In hand
with them. the conduct of the army as a
whole grew worse rather than better as
the campalgn progressed.

On February N practically the whole of
the Federal army was to be concentrat-
ed near Winnshoro, thirty miles north
of Columbia. The foragers from the left
wing had entered the town and before
any of the organized dbodles of troops ar-
rived, had managed to set several of the
houses afire. . Before the blase got be-
yond control the advance of Slocum's

down the blaze. It is told that Gene
Slocum, Williams, Geary. Pardee and
Barnum did such effective work *“that
they managed to burn their whiskers
and scorch their clothes.”

Sherman belleved that he had now
Kone far enough on the direct road L=
ward Charlotte to deceive the Confed-
erates, g0 he ordered his generals to turn
sharply to the east and strike for Cheraw.

o

MAJ. GEN. CROOK AND MAJ.|
GEN. KELLEY SEIZED.

February 21.
*-_ -

.Flfl_\' Years ago today Maj. Gen. George

Crook, commander of the Federal AMili-
tary Department of West Virginia, and
Hrevet Maj. Gen. Benjamin P, helley,
commanding & division of infantry, and
#econd in rank in the department. weis
capturéd in their beds at Cumberland,
Md., headquarters of the department, by
& small band of Confedrate cavalry under
Lieut. Jesse C. McXNeill.

McNelll's exploit was one of the most
dashing of the many wild enterprises of
the vounger Confederates who served
l!:l the Shenandoah Valley and the Weat
Virginia country; and caused not a lit-
tle chagrin to the Federals For this

&
L2

| reason not muech information about the

capture reached the No
through military channels I D

That n party of hostile cavalry could
:‘lrh- into a fortifled town held by about
5.000 troons and make off with two offi-
cera of highest rank in the military de-
partment. reflected no great credit on
the forces holding the town.

The audacity of the enterprise wns
great, and when all the conditions bear-
Ing upon it were weighed its success
Wis not so remarkable as it might have
np:'wnrrd at first sight

No Confederates were known to ba
within 100 miles of Cumberland. The
weather was inclement and the moun-
tain roads of West Virginia, by which
the raiders approached the town, wera
In & condition not favorabls to rapid
riding. The guards at Cumberland did
their duty in & sense of security, little
dreaming that they would be confronted
by an enemy.

These things were  well known to
young McNeill, who wams a daredevil
youth, ready to take long chances. Ha
was altached 10 Rosser's cavalry, a part
n! the Confederate force serving under
l::on_ Jubal A. Early in the Shenandoai:
Valley.

With the coming of winter Gen. Early
had been obliged to scatter his cu’alr;"
in order that forage might be found for
the horses. Rosser's men crossed the
mountains to the countles on the wast,
and there managed to find subsistence
for man and beast

Guided by a Resident.

It was while waiting impatiently for
the coming of spring and the resumption
of military activity that Young Mec-
Neill conceived the idea of a kidnaping
raid to Cumberiand.

Withh thirty picked men he started on
February 15 for his goal. The ride was
one that would not soon be forgotten by
the men making it. The mountains were
deep in snow, the trails slippery with ice,
4nd the many streams across the roads
dowing high between frozen banks.

Reaching Moorfield on the afternoon of
February 2, the raidera took the road
through Romney. It was 3 o'clock in the
morning of February 21 when, having
come quietly down out of the hills and

crossed the Potomac, they rode inte
Cumberland.
The town was wrapped in complete

stillnesn. The few sentrics were not alert.
All those in the way of the raiders waere
parsed without challenge,

Proceeding to the raliroad station, the
raiders captured the watchman there and
cut the telegraph lines. They then sep-
arated inte two parties. one of which,
led by McNelll. proceeded to the hotel
in which Gen. Crook made his headquar-
ters. The other procecded to Gen. Kel-
ley's headquartars

There Was no need to search for these
plisces, as every foot of the way was
known to a gulde, Charles J. Dalley, of
Cumberiand. Ly whom the detalls of the
plan had been worked cut well In ad-
vanoe,

Arriving at the headquarters of Gen.
Crook, the riiders seized a sentry. Hav.
ing bound and gagged him, they proceed-
ed softly about their business,

Lieut. McNelll went directly to Gen.
Crook’s room. There was no sentry i
the corridor and the door was unlocked.
The Federal commander woke to find
a pistol at his head. He was ordered to
dress and to make no nolee.

Although Gen. Crook had fought many
& hard battle und led many a desperata
cavalry rald in West Virginia. he knew
that resistance was useleas. He dressed
&0 quletly that officers in the next room
were not awakenad.

In less than ten minutes he was mount-
ed on & horse that the raiders had
brought. ready saddled, to the hotel door,
In a few minutes the other detachment,
with Gen. Kelley mounted in their midst,
juined MeNeill. They had encountepred
noe difficulty in securing the person of
Gien. Welley, after taking the sentry at
his quarters. They had alse captured
Capl. Thayer Melvin, Gen. Kelley's as-
sistant adjutant general

With the three officers among them
And the two private soidiers, sentries
from the generais’ respective headquar-
ters, the raiders started off inlo the
mountins.

They had heen but twenty minutea in
the town, and had not fired a shot or
spoken & loud word.

About ten minutes after their departure
A negro watchman, escaped
them at Gen. Crook's botel, summoned
courage to come out of hiding and ralse
an alarm.

Amazement was stamped on every face
when It was found that the two ranking
officers of the department WwWere gone—
spirited away as if taken up on a magic

carpet.

Orders were Ilssued for a hot pursuit
but it was daylight before a cavalry
command rode out toward Moorefield.

The pursuit proved fruitless. The Fed-

erals arrived at Moorefield an hour after
MeNelll and his men had passed through
the place. Riding up the south branch
of the Fotomac, the ralders made good
their eecape.
In three daya they were at Staunton.
Gen. Esrly’s headquarters at the upper
end of the valley, with thelr prisoners.
Hroad grins wreathed the coustenances
of Eariy's men as they described the
results of McNeill's raid. The young offi-
cer was popular. He came of fighting
stock. The elder McNeill had been one of
Early's boldest cavalrymen and had met
death in the hard fighting of the previous
autumn In the valley.

Gen. Early interviewed his distinguished
prisoners before sending them on to Rich-
mond, discussing with Oen. Crook the
battie of Cedar Creek. In which the Army
of West Virginia. under Crook, had been
swept from its camps by Early's sur-
prise attack on Sheridan’s left wing.

Gen. lee, on learning of the capture
of the two gensrals, congratulated young
MoNeill. Secretary of War Staunton, at
Washington. on hearing of their cap-
ture, wished Gena. Crook and Kelley sum-
marily dropped from active service. Gen
Grant intervened and set about to secture
an exchange for them. In March they
were back within the Federal lines at
City Point, and Gen. Crook was given
command of & division of cavalry under
Eheridan for the fAnal chapter of Lhe

men were on the scene and, headed by
their general, succeeded im kesping

campaign against [ee.




