William’s Research
Expedition in Greece

Finds Statue of Medusa,

:he Mythological

_reature Whose
Glance Turned Her
Enemies Into Stone.

HE kalcer has found & new
ally!

Far off In Greeece near his
beautiful and beloved villa, the
Achillelon, he has dug up the

socient and horribla figure of Medusa,
one of the most fearful ladies of the
whole Greek mythological system

Medusa belongs entirely to the kaiser
himsealf He was solourning under the
sunshine at his villa a few wvears sago
when the famous archeplogist of Ger-
many, Dr. Doerpfeld, uncoveresd some of
the 1emains of & temple nrar the place.

Ti» archeologlst told the kaiser what
be bod found and what he hoped to find
—I|f he had the money. Out of hiz own
pur=t the kaiser contributed the peces-
sars fonds and after almost two vears of
carein]l diggine and searching Dr. Dosrp-
feid nas presented to the kaiser Medusa
of the snaky locks hearself,

Modusa farmerly possessed the power
of turning all who lnoked upon her to
stona Is there anvthing of her terrible
gtrencth left after hor long sojourn in
the hot sands of (ireace? Wil Kai

gor, lika the keroos of mythology, be
able to take ber kv head wpon kis
shault r and rue=r to stoge the reg-
I [ mren, tl ros of <hips and the
Ny vils of ennnon that are Sghring
et pfm?* There no noe who will
1 I b a tremeadous help
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told of the discovery ha
o 1 lerfake, at s own expense,
thq n the site under the di-
recilon of the well-known Dr. Doarpfeld.
Dy Doerpfeld soeopn found enouch re-
mains of the group to enable Bim 1o re-
: mater out of which

i \ hiz fearful
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ut Grecce annd which
sl frequently in
wn herself,
ve e hieh The
upper part af her figure presents a front
view Ut the tower turned =ide-
Wi The monster is poriraved as move
fng roward the riche and the arms are
plainls viended a< i te prater! or eme
brac | 1 e I n or viea to
ward off or ‘richicn as rinin objects
Oor persah
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upturoimge witl U hers and a pair
of wid e odir
elther e the seul;
children, )
gervedd, and Chirvsaor,
one of 1. p "t i
father of all the three-l
On vach fde hevand
terrible hwast of prov,
The remainine 1
The LI
tral fiz lemi ! how a hattle arone
of gods { B its Hur only two bliwks
TR prose 1 Nrna choawe t oo e
ful! Zeusz broodi=hing a Wi and
smiting o i n fight sad al-

ready ba'l b Farther in a enr-
ner a second giant liea 4!l lencth on his
ack.

In the opposite corner a sim!ilar fipure
fllls the space and may be part of a like

erens of confliet. Befors this fallen
giant is the figure of A woman or goddess
clad in & long robe and seated on a block
resembfng an altar. She has her left
hand raised In entreaty before an as-
sallant of whom nothing remaine except
the point of a spear directed by him
against her breast.

The entire group is rarved in a low
and broad relief and still shows distinet
traces of color. The composition was
mbout seventy feet in length and dates
trom the beginning of the sixth century
B C. It is one of the sarliest examples
of Creek relief sculpture that has yet
been discovered

What is the meaning of the zwmp?
There has been no description fonnd vet
to tell the divinity te wlom this remple
wne dedicated Aeenrding to Dr. Doorp-
feld, the rcentral figure, Medusa. regpre-
sents the Grea! Mothes the Mistress of
Wild Beaste. She extend: her arms to
embrace her two offsprings, Pecasu= and
Chrysaor. The former sprinzs toward
her and rests his front paws on her fore-
arm.

Thea latter i# & =troncly bullt man w«th
front (ace and bhgsr legs in
profile. He stand: The two
linne are not merely orpamental, hot are
animals sacred to the Mistress of Wild
Beases

This mterpretation

bot with his
1t Ner lefr

recefvee gfrong
Soare
telfeve that Chrysgor wgs a1 «scfy form
of Apollo and the Medusa of Artemis. A
large eollaction of archale tirre-rotta
figures cof thiz gndde<s represssting Yeor
wingless besst wonhdoing momstep
which was found oot (ar sway "rom the
e site in 1891, lends support to this
SO EeCTE T,

Investigations sl =Hhow st the
Gorgon or Madusa myth s o exciy e
ture myth closaly eonmected with the
vorship of a divizity of (ectility. Them
tha early sculptors attempted so ronder
*er im wmarble ther took varions %dints
from sl anclent places as Crets. Ysia
Minor and Assyria.

The econnection belween the eentral
f-ure of the nevwly found group sod the
side groups of the rompeosition is JiM-
cult to sen. Ome explnnation that sup-

gests itsell s afforded by the legend of

mpport from other archeologists,
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Persegs, aho zlpve the Gorgonz of Night
and [Desth and g tor Athenn the Me-
duaan an fead, which she pat on
her hrea v she arraved her-
il g ' ‘ith the glants

Anather interpretation s given by a
German  professor e think=s that the

wuntral is a s=vmbo| intended to
ward and that the l# egroups
tell a story He belisves It shows two
different vers of Greek  civilization

Cne s the older world of hiostile gods or
demons and the other 15 the Greek world
which has itz roots in heroic legonds

Of the temple itself of which these
eroups formed the chief ontsids decora-
tlons nothing nalns oveept [roagments
of columns, some capltals and a few
broken roof tiles of cosrse marhbles. A
laree plece of rn altar which stood bhe-
fore the east fromt of the temnpl
wias connected with it by a paved road
waa also found.

Another site {n thils vicinity also pro-
duced results on excavation. Here Dr.
Doerpfeld found the remains of another
temple. The fragments of a statue of

Vietory, the prosence of A& spring near
the temple and the finding of an Inscrip-
tion probahbliv giving the name of o dejty
beginninge with A leads Doerpfeld to con
jecrure that the temple was built to
Apolla

Still a third =jte
hope of finding evidence
real existence of the city of the Phae
clans, whose habitation was located by
Homer «stward nerr the confines of the

wirld Dr. Deerpfeid holds thet !

vas explored in the

rrove the

Phaenclans were a =er-faring folk who
originated in Crete and who in vovagine
westward to Italy eame to Coresra and

planted & settlement there

Medusa and the Gorzons coms omt nf
tireek mythology Homer says there was

I* one Gorgon. Medusa, and her head

+ fixed to the shield of Zeus. Hesiod,
nother (ireek writer, says there were
theee Gorgons: Stheno, the mighty: Eu-
the far springer, and Medusa, the

Their home was on the farthest
side of the western ocean

The tiorzons hpve heen variously rep-
resenled as winged ereatures, having the
form of younz women, Their hair ¢on-
sista of writhing suakes and they are
round-faced, fat-nosed. with tonzues
iolling out and laree projecting tecih
Sometimes they have wings of gold,

brazen claws and the tusks of the hoar.

It happened that Medusa was the only
nne of the three who was mortal For
this reason Perseus, a Greek hero of
mythology, was able to kill her by cut-
ting off her head From the bipod that
epurted from her neck sprang two sons,
cne of whom was Pegasus.

The head which had the power of
turning into =tone all who looked at it
was given to Athena, who placed it om

her shield, but other arcounts say that
Perseus buried it in the market place of
Argos.

The hideonsly grotesque original type
of the Medusa head was placed on the
walls of cities and on shields and breast-
plates to terrify an enemy It was also
used ns a charm against the evil eve. It
is said that Hercules obtained a lock of
Meduga's hair, which had the same power
as the head., from Athena and gave it
to one of his favorite towns as a protece
tion against attack. Whenever an enemy
attacked that town a storm came up
wihiich put the foe to flight.

In later days Medusa came to he repe
resented as a beautiful maiden whose
kalr had been changed into snakes by
Athena. Many statues represented her ag
& wonderfully beautiful maiden wrapped
in the calm repose of death.




