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“Sylvia Rins Away.” “The Rented
Earl,” and *Taking Chances.”

We are to ses Miss Marie Dressler in
“A Mix-up,” at the Belasco Theater this
weelk, perhaps for the last time on the
legitimate stage, for the comedlienne
who has been so long touching our
funny bone upon its most ticklish epot
hag been experimenting In motion ple-

MARIE-
DRESSLER
BELASCO.

The Season in Retrospect

By JULIA CHANDLET MANE,

~ With the <eason of  spring and summer musical stock already success- |she has hitherto attempted. A Mix-Up"”
fully inaugurated at the Columbia Theater, the National promising but one | was written for her by Parker A. Tiord,

yure production, and the Belasco planning to ring down the curtain upon
the dramatic season of 1014-15 the first week in May, we have reached the
time of mevitable retrospect and the task of summarizing the theatrical year

that 1s gone.
Alwavs 1t 1s a sad necessity, for

and searching memory for the mileposts that lead back over the course that
has been run, the chronicler is brought up before many ventures that have

plunged  producers into the depths

appointments that in some instances are quite tragic in their nature.
is inevitable at the end of every seazon of dramatic production, for as Mr.
Frohman said just prior to his production of “A Girl of Todav,” which he
gave its premiere in this city, “it is impossible for any producer to accu-
rately predict the outcome of a dramatic venture until the public has seen
form it may appeal to even the most astute man-
ager as possessing every clement of success, even carry this impression
through rehearsals—and yet fall as flat as a flounder when presented to an
This was certainly the case with Mr. Frohman's “A Girl of To-
dav,” and has proven equally true of many another production of the now
closing season which, since its beginning the first of last June with the an-
nual edition of the “Ziegfeld Follies,"” has witnessed a more diversified activ-
ity in the theater than any previous season of its history, and represented
the most feverish year that has come within the scope of my obsgrvation.
Since the “Ziegfeld Follies” inaugurated the new scason the first of last
june New York has witnessed 120 new productions, which may be grouped

the play. In manuscript

atdience.

under the foliowing heads:

Comedy, 31; drama, 26; musical productions, 21; melodrama, 20; farce,

u; miscellaneous, 13.

These statisgics will.appear less formidable to the reader when he learns
that the per centage of failures was appalling, and that a process of elimina-

in looking over scrapbooks and files,

dis-
This

of financial despair and views

tien will fAind that the number of pro-¢

duetlions which justify our remembrance
at the tall end of the season s small in
comparison to the number made. Of the
thirty-one comedies produced. eighteen
were elther complete fallures or held the
hoards for but A short time: of the plays
classed as drama (of which there was =
total of twentv-six from June 1 to
Mareh ™0, thirteen proved so unprofitable
that they were withdrawn; eight of the
twenty-gne musical pieces were flivvers:
four of the nine farces failed, and of the
twenty melodramas produced, twelve ex-
perienced a =ad, ‘sad fate

The dramas which received approval
iIn the ometropolls spd the finan-
cial support of the publiec, wers “Inno-
cent,” “The Miracle Man,” “The Hawk,"”
"My Lady's Dreas” “Experience,” *Out-
cast,” “Polygamy.” *“The Song of Songs,”
“Diplomary,” “The Lie,” “Sinners.”
“The Shadow.,” and *“Marie-Odlle’'* Of
these, “Polygamy™ and *“Marie-Odile™
had their premieres In this city, the for-
mer at the Columbla Theater, and the
latter at the Helasco, Not all the plays
mentloned in this list achleved tremen-
dous success, but did enjoy a run and
wera acknowledged to be of some special
merit.

The dramas which left thelr producers
poorer, and we hope wiper, were "“The

Bludgeon.,” ““The Elder Son,” *“The
Money Makers,” “Highway of Life."
. Bort.” “"What It Means to Be a

Woman,” “The Garden of Paradise,” the
revival of “Damaged Goods,” *Driven,)
“The Sllent Voice.' *“Maternity,” *Chil-
dren of Earth,” and “Elga."

Of these failures *The Elder Son™ was
commended ag a splendidly written play,
and “The Garden of Paradise,” which
had fts withdrawal after the failure of
the Lisbler Company, war pralsed high-
15. while “Chlldren of the Earth" had
suMclent merit 1o make its financial fall-
ure deplorable.

Of the comedies produced., those that

ived some port of support at the
hands of the public were “The Beautiful

Adventure,” “He Comes Up Smiling. "™
“Daddy Long Legs.” “Consequen »
“The “Pysmallon,

IJ‘:'.;:'I' was given its initlat
in lhis cily.

The comedy fallures Include *Cordelia
Hlos=om.” “The Prodigal Husband,” *“A
Girl of Today.,” *“Tipplng the Winner,"”
“The Salamander,” “A Perfect Leady.™
“At tha Barn.,” revival of "“The Marriage
of Kitty,” “Marriage of Columbine,” re-
vival of “Twelfth Night.” “Heart of
Paddy Whack.,” “Poor Little Thing "~
“Just Herself,” revival of “Rosemary,”
revival of “The Critio,” “The Adventures
of Lady Ursula,” and *"What 1s Love.”

Of the melodraman, in the writing of
which playwrights have been prolifie
this season, “On Trial” scored the big-
gest suecess, while others which go on
the profit side of the ledger are “Under
Cover,” “Law of the Land,"” *Today,”
“Kick In,"” "“Life,” “Inside the Lines*
and “The White Feather." In this list
of successful productions we passed first
Jjudgment on “Kick In,” dut of the oth-
ers Washington has seen only *“Today.”

Of the melodramatic faflures may be
mentioned ““What Happened at 2"
“Story of the Rosary,” “The Dragon's
Claw,” “Heart of a Thief,” ** e
“Mr. Wo” “Blg Jim Garrity,” “The
Battle Cry.” "Yosemite,” *“"Bo Much for
So Much,” “Secret Strings,” “The Trap,”
and “Milady’s Beudolr,” of which we
bad the premiere of “So Much for So
Much,” a comedy which we liked so well
that it has been more than a seasen's

performance

| preparing to enter the “movie” game In

|

tures during the past year, and is now

dead earnest, and “for keeps.”

The play In which she comes to us this
week Is one of the few pléces construct-
ed along farcica] lines that has achleved
a “run” this season, and represents the
first dramatic work of Parker A. Hord,
& yYoung newspaper man hitherto un-
known to the theater,

Following Miss Dressler at the Belasco
comes the return engagement of “The
Lilac Domino” nest week, which will be
succeeded on April 26 and 27 by the Mask
and Wigers in an allegorical musical
eatire; the production of a play by Mrs.
Hemmick on the night of tha ZHth for
the benefit of charity, and Joseph Sant-
ley the evening of the 20th will be seen
in the premiere of a new musleal com-
edy entitled “All Over Town,” which Is
1o go from itsg three days’ Washington
engagement direct to Chicago for a sum-
mer run,

Thus will the Belasco be the last of
the local playhouses to close ita current
dramatic season, an announcement from
Mr, Tayvlor which carries with it no far-
ther plans for the theater of which he is
manager.

It need not be concluded by this, how-
ever. that the Belasco will not follow
the policy of other leading theaters of
the National Capital in offering a sum-
mer season of sultable amusement for
the hosts of stay-at-homes.

THE CURRENT WEEK.

Mix-Up." .
Marie Dressler Iy coming to the Belasco

In “A

this week In hor new comedy entitled
| A Mix-Up." This will be Miss Dress.
1*r's first appearance in a comedy with-
out music, for though the comedicnne
| has been identified with hig musical ex-
travaganzas for the past few vears, she
| has decided this year to offer herself Ina
| strictly comedy role which Is perhaps
a shade more ambitious than anything

A& newspaper man of Kentucky, who
studied her methods and evolved a part
which is said to afford her many oppor-
tunities for the exploitation of her uniques |
personality. |

In “A Mix-Up" Miss Dressler ls seen
aa & queen of musical comedy who gets |
into the wrong apartment by mistake
She has an appolintment to visit friends
she has not seen for some time. She
gets into the wrong apartment house, and
stumbles into the fiat of a young mar-
ried man whose wife has just gone away
on a visit.t With this as the basis of hia
comedy, Mr. Hord has provided some
unusun]l developments with many a sur-
prising complication. The role of the
actress as portrayed by Miss Diresaler is
sail to ba one continuous scream.

The Messrs. Bhubert, under whose di-
rection Miss Dreasier's present tour ia
being made, have engaged a strong
comedy company which Includes the
names of several of the best known
comedy players In  America. Among
them are Bert Lytol, Evelyn Vaughn,
Hobert Ober, Saruh McVicker, Albert
Reed, Julia Blane, Carlyle Harris, Jack
Doherty, and others.

1

Columbia—*"The Hed MIIL"

“The Red MIlI'" will be the offering of
the Columblia Musical Comedy Company
this week.

1t is entirely within the realm of safety
to assert that ““The Red Mill" Is one of
the most popular of the Victor Herbert-
Henry Blossom musical plays. Certainly
the music takes a3 conspicuous place in
the galaxy of compositions.

Montgomery and Stont made a won-
derful succesa in "“"The Red MIIL"™ which
was staged by Frank M. Ralnger, the di- |
rector of the Columbia Musical Comedy |
Company. A faiihful  reproduction is
therefore assured. Frank Mandeville, the
musical director of the company, was
“on the road' for a season with *“The
Red Mill"” and is of course thoroughly
conversant with the orchestration.

Harry Short and Philip BhefMeld have
been cast for the roles of Con Kider and
Kid Coner, in which Montgomery and
Btone came to fame. The production will
bring to the fore for the first time Miss
Leonors Novaslo, soubrette, and J. P.
MacSweeney, who will have an important
comedy role.

Miss Elinor Henry, the prima donna of
the company, will sing the role of
Gretchen, the burgomaster's daughter.
Miss Dorothy Walker will again be a
countess, and Miss Lucille Saunders will
have a better opportunity than last wee
to display her contralto wvoice.

Carl Haydn, tenor of the Colum
Musical Comedy Company, will sing the
role of military lover, while the com-
pany’s Ing comedians, W. J. Mec-
Carthy, Fred C. Palmer, David Andrada
and Orflee Vanasse will be sean and
heard in the melodious pranks of ““The
Red MiL™
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Small Talk of the Stage

James K. Hackett, the mililonaire
actor-manager, has announced that he
intends to make an early production of
Brandon Tyman's dramatization of the
celebrated stories by Arthur B. Reeve.

Maud Gllbert will wear the original
Rebecca dresses worn by Edith Talla-
ferro this week. Miss Gilbert and
Miss Taliaferro are great friends and
when the latter was in Washington 2
few weeks ago as headliner at Keith's
she offered the Poli leading woman her
complete Rebecea wardrobe. The ac-
tresses are almost identical in size, and
practically no alterations have been

necessary.

Margaret Anglin is soon to appear
in the role of a demure amateur voca-
iist from the South who goes lo New
York to become a great artist. After
tribulations she triumphs. The name
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with loneliness she escapes from the
“big brick house” and flees to her
only friend, the old stage driver. In
& beautiful scene of rare tenderness,
the old stage driver Induces Rebecca
to return to the “prison” and glve her
aunts “just one more chance.”

In the final act we ses Rebecca
standing on the threshold of beautiful
womanhood. She has found her prince,
her “Mr. Aladdin.”

In the role which wams created by
Edith Taliaferro, Maud Gillbert will
have a striking opportunity to reveal
her adaptabllity to all sorts and con-
ditions of characters; for last week
she was playing the sophisticated,
dimillusioned Mary Turner in *“Within
the Law,” and now she Is called upon
to Impersonate a girl of 13 In the
first act and not more than 17 in the
last.

There are several striking character
roles in “Rebecca,” the two most not-
able belng Aunt Miranda and the old
stage Griver.

Kelth's—\andesille,

The Keith management announces the
premier locale presentation in vaudeville
of Mrs. Leslle Carter, who will appear
twice every day this week at the B.
F, Keith Theater. Mrs. Cuarter will be
seen In her own adaptation of her chief
dramatic success, “Zaza.' by David
Belasco, uaing the renunciation seene of
the fourth act of the original version mns
the basis of her tablold drama, From
her frst company Mrs. Carter has en-
gaged Hamlilton Revelle, who creatsd
Cosse, and Wililam Lorenz with Miss
Dolaro Belasco, as the mald.
of contrast and to af-
of lighter amusement
the management includes in the
surrounding bill as the extra added at-
traction, Rooney and Bent. In *“Twenty
Minutes with Pat and Marion;"” the
Misses Campbell, Honey and Georgia, In
their Bouthern drawing-room Interiude,
“At Home:;"” WIill Rogers, the lariat king
and Wild West wit; “Baby" Helen, the
minature Tetrassini, singing. *“F“ above
high “C;" Billle Burke's dancing fantasy,
*Tango Shoes:” Pipifax and Panlo, the
“Humpetl-Bumpsti” clo «

Morton,
Carmine Fibrizio, the Long Tack Sam
company, the Avon Comedy Four, Ralph
Dunbar's Singing Bell-Ringers and fhe
other features' comprising last week's
bill will be presented at the performance
today.

“Heurt of Maryiand” Film, Belasco
Tonight.

“The Heart of Maryiand™ with Mrs.

Leslie Carter In the role of Maryland
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this week by the Hubanik Opera Com-
pany of seven people, including the noted
vaudeville basso, Francls M, Hubanik,
with original music of the Spanish type,
correct costumes and massive scenery.
‘Hayes, Allpoint and company will con-
tribute a laugh-maker in the farce “Hans
Nix's Baby:” Pdmunds and Basid, de-
scribed as comical “wops,’ are billed for
& frolic of fun; Maurice Woods,, for an
offering of the cyclonic Tanguay brand:
Rlingling, equilibrist, for an exhibition
of acrobatic cleverness, and "the famous
tower of strength,” and Gllmore and
Castle, in twg shades of brown, for a
program of songs, dances and ‘‘coon™
comady. The Hearst-Selig news plctures
will be the added attraction anda will
be supplemented with laughing motion
pletures.

Lacome's suite, “La Ferfa,” "“Los
Toros,” “La Reja,” and “La Zarseula:”
Sinding’s “Rustle of Spring.”" D'Ambro-
sio’s “Canzonetta;” Friedemann's *“Slav-
onlec Rhapsodie;” Hubbell's Intermezzo,
“Kisses;" selection from Bellinl's “Nor-
ms.” and many other beautiful selee-
tions will ba Included in the concert pro-
gram rendered by the orchestra at the
Cosmos Theater today. New specialties
and many other attractions will also be
presented.

Casino—Vaudeville.

Music and laughter will be dominant
features of the bill at the Casino Theater
this week. with some real noveities in-
cluded, which have never before been
seen In Washington. Of the novelties
Marie King Scott, famous as the Hoosler
girl comedienne, with her unique person-
ality and characteristlie entertalnment,
will be a real feature, while BSikitchle,
tha Japaness acrobat and head balancer,
will present his act defying the law of
gravitation. Mirth, melody and freshness
of comedy and action will be found to be
the chief characteristicsa of the offering
of the aix songbirds, In “The Musical
C vatory.” Charles and Adelalde

Calvert, which years ago firmly estab-
lished her as a great emotional actreas,
closes at the Belasco Theater tonight.

“The Heart of Maryland, in 200 scenes,
required the efforts of 5,000 people, In-
cluding 1,20 soldlers. Herbert Brenon,
who produced “Neplune's Daughter,”
directed the filmization. It was selected
by Lae Shubert as the most appropriate
production to apen the New York Hippo-
drome when that house went Into motion
pictures on March 20,

“Samson” at Poll’s Today.

The blg feature fllm, “Bamson,” adapt-
ed to the screen from Henrl Bernstein's
thrilllng drama of the same name in
which Wiillam Glillette starred several
seasons ago, will be shown at 3:15 and
§:15 at Poll's today. In this film the two
leading roles were acted by Miss Maud
Glibert, the leading woman of the Poll
Players, and Willlam Farnum. A nowvel
feature of the showing of this film will
be a supplementary talk by Miss Gllbert,
in which she will relate’some amusing
and Interesting Incidenta which occurred
during the making of the spectacular
film.

Gayety—"Milllom Deollar Dolls"™

One of the treats of the local theatrical
burlesque season Is promised at the Gay-
ety this week In the engagement of “"The
Million Dollar Dolls” company, which
includes many players who are popular
with burlesque, as well as several who
have naver been seen in this city before.
The vehicie used is a two-act affair of
eix scenes, opening with the

New York City.
as s headliner at Kelth's jast year,
featured In the principal comedy role.

]
g

Wilson will furnish a laughmaker with
other entertalnment In “Mercury and the
Maid,” while Howard Chase and com-
pany will present the farcical piaylet,
“When Ignorance Is Blisa."

The big photoplay will present Mary
Pickford, the famous screem star, In
“Tess of the Storm Country,” a remark-
ahle story of a woman's herolsm,

The concerts today will present the
famous little Thanhouser “kid,” Marle
Fiine, and all the other altractions of
last week's bill.

PROMISED NEXT WEEK.

“The Lilae Domine.”

Andreas Dippel returns for another
¥ t at the Belasco Thea-

Is
strictly speaking. though It has a cast of
principals of grand opera fame; nor Is
it the ordinary light opera with its effer-
wvescent tone. It Is a combination of the
two; but s0 chemicalized by the admix-
ture that the product Is something en-
tirely mew. The score is the work of
Charles  Cuvliiller, a young Freachman,
who has been so busily engaged In the
war that he has npt witnessed a mingle
performance of ths production under Mr.

of the plece is “The Desert Island™
and Paul Kester is the author.

Ella Wheeler Wilcox and Ruth Davis
are wriling an allegorical play In
three acts, called “Victory.™ John
Phillp Sousa is to supply the incidental
music. The theme is & confiiot be-
tween selfishness and unselfishness.

Rowland & Clifford announce for
sarly presentation a musical play, “The
Days of Real Sport.” The idea has
been obtained from : “e eartoons drawn
by Briggs, of the Chicago Tribune.

Hazel Dawn will confine her work
to plectures during the summer and
start out In August under Charles
Frohman’s management in “Sybil"
which was to have been produced in
Boslon this season.

The run of “Sinners.” at William A.
Brady’s Playhouse, New York, seems
likely to exceed that of “Bought and
Pald For.,” which holds the record In
this establishment. The advance sale
of meats now extends through the
month of July.

“The Adventures of Detective Barney™
fthe Century Company), by
O’'Higgins, is the newest reminder that
“The Dummy” is a thriller and mighty
good entertainment. The play has just
finished a long run in Chicago, with =
“Boy Secoul’ jollification for the “bey
detective.”

“Polygamy.” at the Park Theater, in
well on toward the 150th performance of
its New York run.

Christie alchtmul_':s tour in “"Swestls
hearts” will begin April 18
“Don't

Porter Emerson Browne's

| Shoot™ is Intended as a travesty upon In-

cidents in the present European contro-
versy, The cast will Include Richard
Bennelt, Pauline Frederick, Mark Smith,

| Frank Byron. Edouard Durant, and Ben-
| nett Southard.

EBecause of the critical lliness of her
mother. Lauretta Taylor may preturn
from London to this country some time
next month.

Sam Lewls, featured comedian at the
Gayety this week. was seen here last
season as a headliner at Keith's, with
his former partner, Sam Dody.

Mrs. Christian Hemmick and other la~-
dies actively pushing the women's Inter-
national peace pr la arc planning
a series of great peace events during the
week Nazlmova presents “War Brides”
at Keith's.

Pollowing *“"The Misleading Lady,” the
Poll Players will ba seen In ““Polly of the
Circus,'” then “Help Wanted.™

The Ban Francisco Exposition has di-
verted attention from the theatrical busl-
ness to such an extent on the Pacific
Coast that companies are canceling
routes and returning East.

Clinton Crawford, who Is playing with
Emma Trentinl in “The Peasant Girl" at
the Forty-fourth Street Theater, New
York, has accepted an offer from one of
the leading monthly magazines to write
a series of articles relating his experi-
encea in touring the Orient.

Olin Howard, who dances with Eileen
Molyneux in the Winter Garden (New
York) show, “Dancing Around.” was in
8t. Petersburg when the war broke out.
He lliterally had to dance his way home,
for his Russian money Was not good In
Finland, and his Finn coin was not ac-
ceptable In Sweden. Young Howiand ia
a brother of the celebrated stage beauty,
Jobyna Howland. ]

Natalle Alt has been engaged by Wil
fam A. Brady for the principal soprano
role in his revival of “The Yeoman ef
the Guard.™

Forence Belmont, prima donpa at the
Gayety this woek, retires frof burlesgue
at the end of this season Lo join the
“Follles.""

Dougias Fairbanks has written the lyric
for a Western topical song, which his

OONTINUED ON PAGE SIX,

comedian, who made a fortuns through
its production. ““The Tenderfoot™ Ilike-
wise established A. Hearts as a com-
poser of note In the lighter school of
musical composition.

It is anticipated that Harry Ehort will
prove an admirable Zachary Pettibone,
and Milsa Eleanor Henry and the other
members of the Columbis Musical Com-
edy Company will be seen and heard as
seminarians, helresses, cowgirls, Texas
rangers, and the usual arrsy of charae-
ters that go to make up s musical com-
edy ranch.

The Ramsdell twins will Interpolate
the famous Texas Tommy dance in this
production.

“The Misleading Lady.”

For the first time In stock the Poll
Players ars to be setn next week In the
comedy success. “The Misleading Sl
This comedy drama tells the story of a
young girl, who, In order to secure &
theatrical engagement, offers to make a
certain man propose to her, Bhe expects
to show the manager how she can simu-
Iate love. Ehe wins the wager, but also
stirs in the breast of the victim a terrible

that the only way he will ever Jaarn them
is to put them "under a bell glass™ and
study them as he would a plant. FHa
takes her at her word, seizing her and
carrying her off to his cadbin in the

Vaadeville.

The Keith management will offer
next week at Keith's the grand opera
songbird, Carclina White, late of the
Chicago-Philadeiphia Opera Company,
and the ereator of the heroine roles In
“The Secgets of Suzanne,” “The Jewels
of the Madonna."” and “The Gir! of the
Miss White will
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