ALIFORNIA, the state of Panama-

Pacific fairs, of perennial self-ad-
vertising and of other marvels
too numerous to mentlon, is now
Baving the downright good luck of be-
ing in possession of the only volcano
which the eves of white men have ever
seen in a state of eruption within the bor
ders of the United States,

That California should have presented to
her by nature at just this time the only
active volcano within the borders of this
country is just her luck. The visitors who
ordinarily would have gone only to the ex-
positions now travel far up to the northern
borders of the state, spending their money
as they go. to take a look at-Lassen Peak
as she spouts out steam, cinders, sulphur
smoke. flames and volcanic rock. And again
it is California’s luck that when the dis-
tinguished members of the American As-
soclation for the Advancement of Sclence
meet in San Francisco shortly—the first
meeting which the association has held
west of the Rockies—she will have a real
fire-spouting volcano with which to enter-
tain them.

It was only a year ago that Lassen Peak,
which had lain dormant for a thousand
years, was roused from her lethargy. Ever
since she has been exhibiting the force
which springs from imprisoned fires of the
earth. It was on May 30, 1914, that the
Californians who lived within a radius of
fifteen to twenty miles of Mt. Lassen were
awakened out of their night's sleep by a
roar and a thunder lilke the sound of thou-
sands of heavy cannon going off.

A black column of smoke, attended with
Bbot ashes, fine sand and hissing steam, was
shot up from deep caverns of the earth
fnto the sky five thousand f2et above
the summit of the mountaln, which is it
pelf nearly two miles high

The Californians could scarcely belleve
their senses. They had been used to con-
sidering Lassen Peak as a harmless old
pet. as a quiet old monster who didn't have
& tooth left in her head. And then to have
her suddenly become one of the most sav-
age active volcanoes In the world was al-
most too much for them.

But with the true Californian spirit the
Californians got busy and made Lassen

of California.
wolcano that won't behave itself and stay
dead,” said the Californians. “then we'll
make a virtue of its misbehavior, adver-
tise it and get more tourists to come to
God’'s favorite spot of earth.”

This is just what the Californians did.
It was just thelir luck to come into posses-
sion of the only live voleano the United
Btates owns. So they advertised it right

g
3
g
2
a
3
3
%
£
3

for Lassen Peak almost over night has
taken its place in the front ranks of the
great active volcanoes of the world. There
are, of course, thousands of dormant and
extinct volcanoes in the world. Every
country, continent or island which pro-
fesses to be anything at all owns one. But
the roll of active volcances can be quickly
called.

The principal ones are Vesuvius, in Italy,
4.000 feet high, dormant previous to 79 A.
D.: Etna, in Slcily, 11,000 feet high; Strom-
boli, on one of the Lipari islands, 3,000
feet high, and Hecla, in Iceland, 5,000 feet
high. AI these,are on the map of Europe.

In America there are several low voles-
poes on the Aleutian Islands, two large
ones In Mexico, two in Guatemala, one In
Balvador, Mt. Pelee, on the lsland of Mar-
tinique; Cotopaxi, in Ecuador, 19,500 feet
high, and one each In Patagonia and Terra
del Fuego. There is also one on the Ant-
arctic continent,

In the mid-Pacific there are two volea-
noes on the Hawalian Isiands—Mauna Losa,
13.760 feet high, and not far away Kilavea,
4,000 feet high. There are a few incom-
siderable ones in, other Australasian
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seen from the mail stage at & distance of
twenty miles. Steam can be seen gently
steaming forth. Every once in a while a
column of black smoke comes forth and
rises straight towards the zenith. A long
horizontal light-colored cloud lies apparent-
Iy above tte volcano. The smoke some-
times reaches a height which mountaineers
have estimated as Leing 5,000 feet above
the volcano opening.
indelibly upon the memory of ?m who
is lucky enough to see It

The crater itself cannot be approached
at present on account of the incessant
spurts of steam, and the poasibility of an
outburst of cinders, ashes and rocks, not
to mention flows of lava which may take
place any minute. ‘

At such times a fine sand ranging from
an almost impalpable but gritty powder to
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rushed down the mountainside In an irre-
sistible torrent, covering portions of the
valley for a width of two miles with mud
from one to two feet deep.

There was a time In remote geological
ages when Lassen Peak did not exist, when
the waves of the Pacific ocean rolled over
the broad expanse of what is now Sacra

mento valley and washed the shores of a

continent which terminated at the base
of the Sierra Nevada mountains. Then be-
gan a wonderful upheaval of the earth’'s
crust attended with a tremendous display
of subterranean energy and the most brik
llant series of thermal, explosive and vol-

ecanic outbursts the world has ever known
This was when the giant volcanoes of
Lassen and Shasta and the mountains of
the Cascadec range were born. The foun-
dations of the great deep were broken up.
During the uplifting of basic rock by stu-
pendous subterranean forces they were
metamorphosed by the intense heat and
veins and dikea were filled with the meited
rock from below.
In the imaginative language of an early
writer: “The funeral day of the old world
kad come. It must be buried. The mo-
m"-}'ﬂtmumlbw”d
the est displays of terresatrial fire-
works earth ever witnessed But there
were Do ubman wspeciators. All the
mm.u-:.hm.'mhm
mmuw
in_the more terri
and heaving moun-
the flercer
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