AME

THE WASHINGTON

RICA, THE GREAT IMMIGRANT NATION

”

HERALD, SUNDAY,

AUGUST 22, 1915.

A Blend of All the Warring Peoples,
She Is the Ally of None, but Must
Hold the Scales True in the Court
of Public Opinion — Naturalized

Americans and the Dual Allegiance |
Which Some of the Military Pow-i
ers of Europe Claim from Them,

Notwithstanding the American Doc-
trine that Men Belong to Them-
selves and Not to Kings.

By JAMES MORGAN.

Mr. Morgan today tells of the prru-
llar relation of the LUnired Stfutes to
the war as the great meatral
the warring
gathered In a common citizenship and
the

eround
where all peoples are
dircusses the claims of smome of
belligerent Fowers
of American who
presaly renounced that alleginnce.

Another article will be published
next Suanday in this series of sketches
of the backgrounds and sidslights of
the war.
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The Great Migration,

cojonial days that
@ nation that he might
nver into the Ameri-
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natiorn  On the contrary. all
ns have bean winnowed teo sred
af the New World
he republic virtually

n fis]

birth
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af ane tongue and of one faith. The peo-

was

rile af most of the States had came wholly
from the British Isles. And thers was
hardly a perzon In the country whose for-
bears were from the farther side of the
Alpe or from bheyond the valley of the
Rhine

Many American statesmen in those
days, ine 18 even the generally far-

T
Wi ington, dreaded the addi-
new elements to the popu-
already the United States
riled the world
advertisement

#ver has bheen
ration of Independenca.
1778 gives evidence
attitude in that early
harsh provigions Con-
the President with de-
over foreignery resident
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for
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spotic power

v n a single instance

: of fmmigration was hardly
in a trickling brooklet until
warted revolutions of 1830 and

1
|

1584% in Europe But after those dis-
cartening events it swelled to n flood
and theres followed the greatest migra-
tion on record.  In all, more than 30.-
N0, H0H immigrants have passed
through the open door of the repub-

=ince 1800

Nor is that flowing tide of humanity
remarkable alone for its volume. It is
the reatest migration in length as
woll as In numbers Never before In
i their recorded wanderings have

Nations made =0 long a journey

as TNl
Eut  the rownine  distinction of
" in mmpizration 12 that it is the
peaceable movement of

first free and

in the dawn of hu-

they left the cradle of the
an ce and startsed westward
restless pursuit of the =un

For thoge 30,000,000 and mors came not
| at the command of an Attila or an Ala-
ric to rob and slay, but by their own
choice to sow and reap. toil and build.
And they were weaponed, mnot with
speara. hit with picks.

A Majsflower Saills Every Day.

Onee dock loafer in Old Plymouth
rointed out to me the spot last tread by
the Pilgrim Fathers before sailing away
tn plant a new Plymouth But it s

thetr
hridges behind them, and put on
tizenship 1
jradly
The egriiest ¢
dred. the whyt are call
Pennsvivanin Dutch, were anti-militar- |
iste of a downrizht Quaker The
next great stream of Germanic immi-
gration took its tn tha revelutlonary |
davs of 185 a 1549 and {t= gzallant
lraders wers hatte anti-Monarchists
Their Republicanism and their hestility
the Hohenzollern and other German
rowmns are well reflected on the pages
f Car! Schurz’ recollections,
But the achievement of Geran unity

forty-five and fifty vears ago and the en-
lightened domestic polictes of the German
smpire have reconciled abroad
1s well as Germans at home.
those In America Germany
perflous International irolation. encircled
by an lron ring of enemie=, naturally
they quite forget their old
with her rulers and give thelr symppa-
thics 1o the land of their fathers Loy-
alty i» not a fault, Gut a virtue in any
peaple.

Germans
Now, when
e

in a

fhe American Verdict on the War.

Americans of German origin, however,
lo an injustice to their fellow-citizens
ind to American history when they im-
axine that thoge who differ with them
are  actuated by racial feelings and
shen they denounce the United States
as an ally of England. Surely the re-
public has not often been suspected of a
cartiality for that empire from which It
swceded in 1778 and upon which again it
declared war 10 yYears mgo when Ger-
mans and Russians and nearly all the

differences |

in the course of
to see & group
setting out upon

even more impressive.
old world journevings.
of latter-day pilarims

the same volage. .

1 recollect one soft spring morning
Sicily, when my train, which was fol-
lowing the ivory white shore of the

blue Ionian Sea from Taormina to Mes-
sina. paused at a station where all the
people of the countryvside had gathered
to say farewell to a little band of neigh-
hors leaving for America. Mothers and
grandmothers, sisters, and
were sobbing at the parting and Eeilent
tears stood on the cheeks of the old
men. That living picture was far more
affecting than the painted representation
of the embarkation at Delfthaven., in
180, which the visitor to the Capitol at
Washington sees on the wall of the ro-
tunda For a Mayflower sails- every
day.

.:gu,m 1 have seen amid the Lebanon
Mountains, the entire population of a
valley pouring down to the rallway sta-
tion to bid Godspeed o A company of
Svrian pllgrime bound for the New
World: When the train bore them away

ardently ;
> apin- !
ind with prejudices '

hypenation.  In |

ger |

the 1 ted]l Ntates, authorizing him
without trinl or hearing and at his sole |
disiretinn o banish any alien whose
pres=et in the country might be ob-
jectionable o him But that law, in
vinlatinn of American liberty and hos-
~hamed even |(t= Federalist

i President John Adams,

it. bhoasted that he

sweethearts| Eurspe,

1

l;\ra\'rr. but in their cagerness to follow
| the fortunes of the emigrants to the
promised land, a crowd of envious youns
men obstinately clung to the ronning
boards of the cars until the locomotive
stopped and_ the Sultan’s soldiery drove
them barck.

A New Problem.

With
Ereat

the riee of the republic
tmmigrant nation
world never had known,
jlem in international
sented. This problem
W full solution and
ncute before the present vear is over
Until the Freuch revolution men
were, in a real im-
movable properiy and the
sotl on which they happened to be
barn The peasantry almost every-
where on the European continent
could not move f(rom one village to
| the next without the permission of the
government. This is the rule in Rus-
sia even today, and there still one
may see the people anxiously cluten-
ing their permits as they run about
from policeman to policeman Only
ElXty vears ago, before the esmanci-
ration of the serfs, a Russian
lord was rated by the number
| “souls™ on his estate

Wherever the French Revolution de-
|.-!rn_\'od feudalism and xerfage however,
the people were left freey to come and
|l.'ﬂ Bur until rthe exodus to America,
i”lﬂ first great free migration, men still
belonged to their kings and could
lawfully changze their nationality
"Onre a subject, alwayvs g subject”
the ancient and universal rure
John Marshall upheld that dog-
the chief justice of the United
States s=peaking of nations holding
“titles” to persons Joseph Story also
handed down from the =ame hench
the opinion that men could not “with-
out the consent of their government,
put off their allegtance and become
aliens”™ And Chancellor Kent added
his authority to the same side of the
question,

The Open Door of the Republic.

But every step forward has (o be
taken in defiance of precedent and the
|counsels of the judicious. Not with the
sanction of judges was the compact
in the cabin of the Mavflower drawn,
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such as
4 new proh-
law pre-
still walts for
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the Declaration of Independence pro-
claimed or the Emancipation Procla-
mation Issued.

The American people chose to give the
immigrant the benefit of the more gener-
ous law of Maoses: ““The stranger that
dwelleth with vou shall be unto you as
one born among vou and thou shalt love
him as thyself. for ye wera strangers in
the land of Egypt" Accordingly. they
opened wide the door of the republic to
welcome the newcomers into the family
of freedom. Since the first session of the
First Congress in 1%, [ull and equal
citizenship has been freely offered to the
foreign born, and ever since 1802 a resi-
dence of only five years has been re-
quired of applicants for naturalization,

For a century and a quarter now the
United States has acted on the convic-
tion that men carry their soverelgnty
under their hats. But the nations of
which a few generations ago
were denying their subjects even the
privilege of choosing for themselves
where they should live and what they
rhould do for a living., have continued
to assert that men have no natural right
to chooee their nationality and pass from
one soverelgnty to another.

When a man stands at the bar of an
American. Natdraljzation Court, he is
ealled upon expreasly (o rénounce all
allegiance to his native country. K But the
Old World Insists that he cannot make
such a renunciation, that allegiance is
perpetual. & yoke that cannot be thrown
oft at will and from which a person can
be released only by the consent of his

toward the port of Beirut, many of

original sovereign.

the
]

laud- |

crsw pf the Pinafore had

The merry

no warrant in English practice for sing- |dogma of perpetual

ing
F= roght hare heen 3 Roosian,
A Freoeh, or Turk, or Prooman,
e perhape Itali—an
Aot i srite of all remplations
In telomg o other Xatlone
He remaina a0 Englishman.

Cartainly when England was impress-
ing sailors on American boats, she did
not concede that an Englishman, what-
ever the temptation, mizht belong to an-

| other nation. On the contrary. she held

that "once an Enclishman, always an
Englishmun,” and she entirely ignored
the American naturalization of any one

| born in the British Isles.

The American Doctrine.
Many vears afterward. when James
| Buchanin was Secretary of State in the
| Polkk  administration. he aszalled that
|sneient rule and asserted for the first
time (he right of men to change thair
eitizenship. In 1945, Secretary Buchanan

announced that a noturalized citizen was
entitled te the same protection as u
native, and aguin in 1948, in a letter of
ingtruction to George Bancroft, the Min-

fster of the I'nited States at London, he
gerved notice upon the world “that the
trc-.-'_:ll.“. oxpected f{oreign governments

to recejve and treat all American citizens
alitke

This new principle of =alf-expatriation.
however, was not so boldly afMrmed
again until ten vears later, when Buch-
anan himself was President. The Ger-
man kingdom of Hanover having forced
into its armv 4 native iHanoverian. not-
withstandinz his American naturaliza-
tion administration at Washington
declared that “the moment a forelgner
becomes naturalized, his allegiance to his
native country [k seversd forever. He
experiences a new politieal birth. * * *
Shotuld he return to his native country
he returns as an American citizen and
in no other character. In order to en-
title his original government to punish
him for an offense, this must have been
committed while he was a subject and
owed allegiance to that government’

Although the Kingdom of Hanover re-
Morted that this American view was con-
trary to international law, It released
the younz man from military service,
And Buchanan, in his next annual mes-
sage to Coneress. reiterated the opinion
that “olir government ia hound to pro-
tect the rights of our naturalized citi-
zens everywhere to the same exient as
though they had drawn their first breath
in this country.”

The Right of Expatristion.

Naturally the government at Wash-
ington let the lssue rest while the civil
war engaged its énérgies. Not long after
the return of peace, the question was
brought to the front by the Fenian move-
ment, when two citizens of Irish birth.
Warren and Costello, who embarked
aboard the brigantine Jacmel. on a raid
of the coast of Ireland, were captured
by the British.

Under an old British law that has
since been repealed, an alien charged
with crime wus entitled to be tried by a
jury half British and half forelgn. But
this mixed jury wag denled to Warren
and Costello on the ground that they
were born in Ireland, and therefore still
were British subjects.

Their conviction of treason felony at
Dublin aroussd the naturalized Irish in
the United States, and at public mest-
ings all over the country the demand was
made that the government should insist
upon the prisonersreceivingthe bensfit of
their American citisenship. The House of
Representatives, under the lesdarship of
the late WilHiam E. “Richalieu” Robin-
son, of New York, passed & resolution re-
questing release of the unlawfally
convicted and “their return to the
flag with such ceremonies as are appro-
priate to the occasion.” The ceremony
was omitted, but the men were set free.
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Cengress determined to challenge thejtake an oath of allegiance to another

allegiance with 2
formal declaration of the American doc-
trine of expatriation. As the bill passed
the House in 188 it asserted that "the
right of expatriation” . was “‘a natural
and inherent right of all people” .and it
provided that whenever a naturalized
citizen should be arrested hy a foreign
government on. the ground that he still
owed allegiance to the country of his
birth, the President should arrest and
detain any sublect of that government
found within the Jjurisdiction of the
United States But the Senate very

properiy refused to sanction that absurd|

end unjust retaliation. Instead, {t made
an amendment. which directed tha Presi.
dent to use all means not amounting to
acts of war to obtain the relrase of a
priconer so detained in a foreign land
Although that has been the law of
the United States for 47 years. it must
be said that the Government has done
little to vipndicate and enforee it A
few months before the act was passed,
George Bancroft, who had received at
London in 1848 Secretary Buchanan's
vigorous Instructions on the subject and

who was now Miglster at Berlin, suc-
ceeded in making a liberal naturall-
zation treaty with the North German

confaderation. That treaty. which won
the favor of Bismarck., generally rec-
ognized the American position and it
remains a binding obligation upon the
German Empire

Great Britain also consented, in 1870,
to make a treaty which places British
born citizens of the United States upon
an equal footing with native Ameri-
cans, Austria, Belgium, Denmark.
Bweden and Norway gavea like pledge.
But in the more than 40 years which
have followed those successful nego-
tiations, no other European Govern-
ment has given its assent to the prin-
ciple.

U nder Whirh Flas !

With the rise of the system of uni-
versal conscription, the military na-
tions of Europe have grown increas-
ingly averse to parting with the alleg-
lance of their subject=. The states-
men of those powers, with eyes in the
backs of their heads, were little troub-
led to ses millions of men withdrawn
from their industrial forces and en-
rolled in Uncle Bam's army of labor
In its victorious campaign of conquest.
But they were alarmed by the loss of
s0 many from their martial army and
they have resented American natural-
ization as a shield from military serv-
ice.

France has forgaken a liberal policy

which she had pursued on the subject!
stand |
naturalized abroad |

of expatriation and takes
that Frenchmen
still are bound to serve in her army
and its reserve. Italy not only helds
the same position., but threatens with
the penalties of her law any Itallan
who, as a soldier of his adopted coun-
iry, bears arms against his former
sovereign.

Happily. a war between Ttaly and the
United States is almost unimaginable.
But we may suppose the republic to have
the misfortune to be nssailed by a Euro-
pean alliance in which Italy is entangled.
If, in such a conflict, a naturalized citi-
zen of -Ttalian birth should volunteer or
be drafted in defense of his new country,
he would be liable to the penalties of the
Italian law.

Turkey Is another nation which has
abandoned the more {riendly attitude f
former times. The Bultan now refuses lo
recognise the right of a subject to re-
nounce his alleginnce. and any subject
who attempts to return to Turkey as »
forelgn citizen Is excluded from the
country.

Russin's Harsh Rale.

Russia also holds all subjects born un-

der the rule of the Czar liable to military

duty., and decree§ Derpeiual banishment
from their native Insd_ for those who

the

‘whose allegiance the

| Rovernment. Any who come back un-
authorized are received and treated as
| felons.
| A Russlan-born citizen of the United
| States may sit in the Cabinet of the
President, in the American Senate, Oor on
| the bench of the SBupreme Court. But
| his mere passport. though It bear the
senl of the republic, would not save him
| from the lot of & criminal if he should

| venture (o re-enter the gate of the
Czar.
The effect of this survival of tenth-

century barbarism (5 an unpleasantly
famillar =ight 10 an American traveler
up and down the frontier of Russia’
Thers one may see American citizens,
United States ac-
cepts and claims and who at home are
the equals in citizenship of the Adamses

and the Lees, skulkinig about lke guilty
culprits, although their only purpose
may be to visit and comfort a dying
parent

I =aw one of those Americans. who

chanced to be of Russian-Jewish origin
and heard his rejolcing over his stealing
a forbidden glimpse of his birthplace by
the imaginary lines where the empires
of the Czar and the Kalser meet. This
ran had come all the way from America
to see his mother once more before she
dled and she had come across into East
Prussia for a visit with her lonz-absent
50N

He hnd not intended to risk a journey
inte Russia. but his mother's storles of
the old home tempted him to revisit the
seenes of his bovhood and he searched
out-a frontier trader whose physieal de-
seription sufficient]y tailied with his own,
Bribing the trader to lend him his pass-
port, he went into Russia after dark,
on to his native town, whose name now
Is writ large on the war maps. There
he drove about the old familiar streets in
the shadows of night, saw the roof under
which he was born and the houses of
his kindred. He even recognized soma
of the voices he heard in the stillness of
the evening.

But he drove by in silence, not daring
to betray himself by a word of greeting
or a wave of the hand. For this Ameri-
can cannot have the protection of his
government in tha only country in the
world where he could possibly need [ts
protection.

Backward Stepa,

The zovernment of the United States
has not lived up to its principles in this
important matter, those principles de-
clared by Buchanan in 185 and em-
bodied in the act of Congress of 1868
Too often it has carelessly lowered the
standard, as President McKinley once
permitted himself Lo do. In his message
to Congress in 1599 JMecKinley nalvely
pointed out the contrast between the
American and the European position,
seeming to regret that the United States
did mnot recognize a “dual aliegiance™
| and made no dist'nction between native
rand naturalised citizens. That gave
away the case entirely, and the State
Department has heen Inclined too read-
fly to adopt the older view that men
were made for soverelgns rather than
that sovereigns were made for men.

The present war in Europe has ralsed
anew this old question. Thousands of
the foreign-born In America, natural-
ized and unpaturalized, have returned
to fight for . their. native. lands. - Many
wnent of their own cholce, and this ia
their right just as much as It is the
right of those native Americans who
have entered the ranks of the European
armies. But not a few Immizrant citi-
| sens have gone reluctantly and only be-
oause they knew that if they did not go
they never again could visit the old home
without risk of punishment for failing to
report now and to fulflll their dual alle-

glance.

Only lately Becretary Lansing has dis-
played a certaln complacency in the
presence of the most extreme claims of
foreign nations gpon American citizens.

TWhile the governments of Northera
Europe cling to the medieval proposition
of perpetual alleglance, the southern
governmentz go all the way back to
Rome for their modesl and insist upon
the allegiance of native-borm Americans
whose fathers were subject to them.
There is the case of Ugo de Prato, the
son of a naturalized American of Ital-
ian birth.

This young man, who was berm In
Boston, visited his ancestral country as
a student and there was forced into the
Italian army. Here is a citizen who
might be President of the United States
and yvet the King of Italy claims him as

a subject. For thresa Presidents wera
sons  of naturalized citizens. and de
Prato |s precisely the same kind of
American  as  Jackson, Buchanan or
Arthur.

The State Department did ask for ths
young Bostonian's releass, but at the
Eame time it warned those who [nter-
ceded for him that there was no natur-
alization treaty with Italy covering such
cases. In other words, any redress of
this gross Injusticea must rest upon fa-
vor rather than upon right.

An American Withoat a Country.

A native of Louisiana, the son of a
naturalized citizen of French bisth,
wished to g0 to France on business, but
was Informed by tha French consul at
New Orleans that if he went he could
lawfully be Impressed into the army or
even be punished for not having al-
ready reported for military serviee in a
land which, for all we know, he never
had seen. The Louisianian appealed to
the State Department., rightly consider-
ing himself, as he eald. “as much an
American citizen as President Wilson.”
and wishing to know “whether my con-
stitutional privileges asz an  American
citizen follow me wherever | g0, with
its constitutional guarantee ™

Secretary Lansing, in his reply, quoteqd
tha fourteenth amendment, which de-
clares that nll persons born In the United
States are American citizens, and then
over against at provision of the Na-
tional Caonstitution he set down a provi-
klon of the French civil code. which de-
clares that “every person born of a
Frenchman in France or abroad™ is a
French citizen. Whereupon the Secretary
coolly informed this native American that
“it thus appears that you were born
with a dual nationality and the depart-
ment cannot therefore glve you any as-
assurance that you would not be heid
liable for the performance of military
service in France should you voluntarily

]!;hcr Yourself within French jurisdic-
tion.**
The Secretary, we all know. !s much

prececupied these days, and doubtless he
did not mean to make so complete an
abandonment of the American principls
of expatriation. For the Louisianian was
not even born of a Frenchman, but of a
naturalized American.

No one would ask the United States to
be eager to take up arms agalnst the
world in a struggle to establish a prac-
tice new to nations. Even Great Britain,
which is supposed to convoy with & gun-
hoat every Briton that trots the globe,
expressly Informs its naturalized subjects
that in the absence of a naturalization
treaty it will not protect them in the
country of their birth. But the Amer-
can government should not neglect any
falr tunity to c d and uphold
before sister nations the American view
and to stand at all times for justice and
COmMmMON sense.

For the talk of a dual allegiance and
a dual nationality is outworn nonsense.
Now. when men have won the right to
change their homes they necessarily must
have the right to defend their new homes
even agalnst their former sovereign. Dual
allegiance |ls a contradiction, and means
no allegiance at all. Dual nsationaMty
means neither one nationality nor the
other and |eaves a man without a couge

(Copy=ight, M3, by Jumes Morgan )




